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Saints Everlaſting Reſt: 

OR, A 
TREATISE. 

Bleſſed State of the Saints 


Enjoyment of Gop in Glory. 
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My dear Friends, 


F either I or wy | en Ls anda 
oebick Uleor Warth, it is wholly (though 
not only) yours. And 1 am convinced by 
F 145 it is the Will of Gop it ſhould 
2 eee 

40. jan, in m Mode teiiib you," and in 
the Time f my forced Abſence from vou. When 
4 was ſeperated by the Miſeries ef the late un- 
happy War, I dunſt not fix in am other Congre- 
ation, but lived iu military unplegſing State, 
TI faould foreſtall my Return to you.. The 
ers f greater waridly Accommodations was 
10 Temptation to me, once to queſtion whather 

T1 faould leave you : Your free Invitation of my 
Jie W te my OE 

o0n7 
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Prong Affection which I have yet towards you 
above all People, and the general hearty Return 
of Love which I find from you, do all perſuade 
me, that 1 was ſent into the World eſpecially 
for the Service of your Souls: And that even 
when I am dead, I might et be a Help a. 
your Salvation, the La. D 1006 orced me, qui 
beſide my own Reſolution, to my this T Poe 
and leave it in your Hands, It was far from 
my Thoughts ever to have become thus publick, 
and burdened the World with any Writing 0) 
mine : Therefore have I oft 4 9 the Requeſt 
of my Reverend Brethren, and Superiors, 
who might elſe have commanded much more at 
my Hands. But ſee how Gov over-ruleth and 
croſſeth our Reſolutions. 


Being in my Quarters far from Home, caſt 
into extreme Languiſbing (by the ſudden Loſs of 
about a Gallon of Blood, after many Years fore- 
going Weakneſs) and having no Acquaintance i 
about me, nor any Beok but my Bible, and liv- 
ing in continual Expetiation of Death, I bent ] 
my Thoughts cn my Everlaſting Reſt : And be. ( 

cauſe my Memory, through extreme Weakneſs, 
| was imper fe, I took my Pen, and began to 


4 
draw up my own Funeral Sermon, or ſome Helps 
for my own Meditations of Heaven, to ſtweeten f 
both the reſt of my Life, and my Death. In | 
this Condition Gop was pleaſed to continue me 
about frve Months from Home , where being | 
able for nothing elſe, I went on with this Work, | 
which lengthened to this which you here * | 


The Drpicariom 


1, is mo Wonder therefore if I be teo' abrupt ix 
the Beginning, ſeeing I then intended but the. 
Length of _ a Sermon or two. Much leſs. may 
van wonder if the whole be very imperfet?, ſee 
ing it was written: as it were with one Foot in 
the Grave, by a Man that was betwixt living 
and dead, that wanted Strength of Nature 10 
quicken Invention or Afeclian, and had no Book 
but bis Bible, while the chief Part was finiſhed: 
Buty/O how feveet is this Providence now ſo u 
Review ! which ſo happily forced we te that 
Work of Meditation, which I bad formerly 
found ſo profitable te my Soul and ſhewed me 
more Mercy in depriving me of atber Helps, 
than I was aware of Aud hath cauſed my 
Thoughts to feed on this Heavenly Subyef, which 
8 benefited me tha al * wah 1 
my He. 


And new, dear Friends, fuch as it is 1 here 
— oy and upon the Knees of my Soul, 1 
up my Thanks to the merciful, Gap, whe 
bath fetched up both me and it, as from tbe 
Grave, for your Service: Who reverſed the 
Sentence of preſent Death, which by the able 
Phyſicians was paſt upon me ! Who interrupted 
my publick Labours for a Time, that He might 
force me to do you a move laſting Service, which 
elſe I bad never bern lite "to * attempted ! 
That Gop do I 2 Weſs and magnify, who 
hath reſcued me from the many Dangers of four 
Years War, and after ſo many tedious Nights 
end Days, and ſo many doleful Sights "ae 
Xt 4 p4 1 Ss, 
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dings, bath returned me, and many of your ſelves, 
reprieved us now to 2 Him in Peace! 
And though Men be ungrateful, and my Body 
rumed beyond Hope of Recovery; yet He hath 
made up all in the bf Comforts I have in you. To 
the Gop of Mercy do I here offer up my moſt 
bearty Thanks, who hath not rejected my Pray- 
ers, but bath by a Wonder delivered me in the 
- Midft of my Duties; and hath ſupported mg theſe 
fourteen Tears in a languiſping State, wheres 
J have ſcarce had a waking Hour free fre 
Pain; who hath above — ſeveral Times 
delivered me, toben I was near Death. And 
the” He hath made me ſpend my Days in Greans 
and Tears, and in a conſtant Expettation of my 
Change, yet He hath not wholly diſabled me for 
Bis Service; and hath more effeftually 
fubdued my Pride, and made this World con- 
templible to me, and forced my dull Heart to 
more importunate Requeſts, Jon occaſioned more 
rare Diſcoveries of his Mercy, | than ever L 
could K * in a Y 6. Rk State. 
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a There e therefore a Reſt to the People 
y Hamer 
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221 Reft defined. 


T was not only our Intereſt in Gon, 

1 * and actual Fruition of Him, which was 

N loſt in Adam's Fall; but all 8 
05 Knowledge of Him, and true Dif 

tion towards ſuch a Felicity. an 

hath now an Heart too ſuitable to his Eſtate; a low 

State, and a low Spirit. As the poor Man that 

would rr 

as 


TY 
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as an Hundred Pounds, it was ſo far above what 
> ov, So Man will hardly now believe, 
that there is ſuch an Happineſs as once he hay 
much leſs as Chri/t hath now procured. $4 


Tur Apoltle beſtows moſt- of this Epiſtle In 
proving to the Fews, that the End of all Ceremo- 
nies and Shadows, is to direct them to us Chri/t, 
the Subſtance; and that the Reſt of Sabbaths, and 
Canaan, ſhould teach them to look for: 
Reſt. My Text is his Concluſion after di 

ments to that End; à Conclufton fo uſefu 
iever, as containing the Ground of all his Com 
forts, the End of all his Duty and Sufferings, that 
that you may eaſily be ſatisfied, why I have made 
it the Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe. What more 
welcome to Men under Afflictions, than Reſt ?1 
What more welcome News to Men under pubkek] 
Eulamities? Hearets, I pray God your Enter- 
tainment of it, be but half anſwerable to the Ex- 
cellency of the Subject; and then you will have 
Cauſe to bleſs Gop, while you live, that ever you 
heard it, as T have that ever I ſtudied it, 


Lr us ſee, & What this Reſt is. 2. What | 
theſe People of Gon, and why fo called. 3. The | 
Truth of this" from other Scripture- Arguments. 
4. Why this Reſt muſt yet remain. 5. Why only 
to the People of GoD. 6. What Uſe to make of |! 
ID ot Pant e e en 419 TT RO 


future 
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;  AnD though the Senſe of the Text includes in 
e Word Aq, all that Eaſe and Safety which k | 
l, wearied with the Burden of din and Suffering, 
and purſued by Law, Wrath and Conſcience, hat 
with Chrift in this Life, the Reſt of Grace: Yet 
pecauſe it chiefly intends the Reſt of eternal Glory 
A hall confine my Diſcourſe to this. 4 


* 
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De Saints Ruerlaſting Rift: 3 
Tu Reſt here in Queſtion, is, the moſt happy 
Eſtate of a Chriſtian, having obtained the End d 
his Courſe; or, it is the perfect endleſs Fruition of 
Gopby the perfected Saints, according to the Mea» 
ſure of. their Capacity, to which their Souls arrive 
at Death: And both Soul and Body moſt Fully al. 
— the Reſurrection and hana) Judgment] b i 


| thy 
TW I cat, it the Eftate of a Chriſtian, 00 bote 
both the active and paſſive Fruition, wherein 2 
Chriſtian's Bleſſedneſs lies, and the eſtabliſhed Con- 
tinuance of both. Our Title will be perfect, and 
perfectly cleared ; ourſelves, and ſo our Capacity 
perfected ; our Poſſeſſion and Security for its Per- 
petuity perſect; our Reception from/Gop. perfect; 
and therefore our Fruition of Him, and t- 
ly our Happineſs, will then be perfect. And this 
is the Eſtate Which we now briefly mention, and 
"alt Nees more nelly deſcribe. 47 
2 Ren 32 er 
4. 1 cal! it the moſt hap Edate, to difference 
i not only from all — — which is to 
be found in the Enjoyment of Creatures, hut alſo 
from all thoſe Beginnings, Foretaſtes, and i imper- 
| n 52 ot 


K* 1 CALL it the Eſtate. of /a Chriſtian, IFAD 
mean only the fincere, regenerate, ſanctiſied Chri- 
ſtian, whoſe Soul having diſcovered that 


Excelleney 
in God through Chriſt, cloſeth * Freren 
W ſet uron Him. "Wo 5b. tbe 


4. tan That this Hopping conſiſts. . 
- taining the End, where I mean the ultimate and 
principal End: not any ſubordinate or leſs prianci - 

pal. O how much doth our everlaſting State de- 


þ on our right Judgment and Eſtimatioa of ur 


+ End! . , 9 a 


warm. 


14 The Saints Bverlaſfing Reſt. 
Bur it is 'a Doubt with many, Whether the 
Attainment of this Glory may be our End? Nay, 
concluded, that it is mercenary ; yea, that do 
make Salvation the End of Duty, is to be a Le» 
path, and act under a Covenant of Works, whoſe © 
Tenor is, Do this and live. And many that think | 
it may be our End, yet think it may not be our 
ultimate End; for that ſhould be only the Glory 
of Gop. I ſhall anſwer theſe briefly. 


1. Ir is properly called mercenary, when we 
expect it as Wages for Work done; and ſo we 
may not make it our End. Otherwiſe it is onhy 
a Mercenarineſs as Chriſi commandeth. For 
conſider what this End is; it is the Fruition of 
"God in Chri/t : And if ſeeking Chriſt be merce- 
"nary, I defife to be ſo mercenary. 


2. Ir is not a Note of a Legaliſt neither. It 
hath been the Ground of a Multitude of late 
Miſtakes in- Divinity, to think, that De this and 
ve, is only the Language of the Covenant of 
Works. It is true, in ſome Senſe it is; but in 
"other, "not. The Law of Works only faith, Do 
this (that is, perfectly fulfil the whole Law) and 
live, (that is, for ſo doing): But the Law of 
'Grace faith, Do this and live, too; that is, be- 
lieve in Chrift, ſeek Him, Him ſincerely, as 
"thy Lon p and King; forſake all, ſuffer all Things, 
*ahd-overcome, and by ſo doing, or in ſo doing, 
you ſhall live. If you ſet up the abrogated Du- 

ties of the Law again, you are a Legaliſt: If you 
"Tet'up"the Duties of the Goſpel in Chri/?'s Stead, 
in Whole or in Part, you err till, Chrift hath 
"his Place and Work; Duty hath its Place and 
Work too: Set it but in its own Place, and expect 
from it but its own Part, and you go right ; yea, 
more, ( how unſavoury ſocver the Phraſe may 
| ſeem ) 


The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 15 
ſeem) you may, ſo far as this comes to, truſt. to 

our Duty Works; that is, for their own 
Part: And many miſcarry in expecting. no more 
from them, (as to pray, and to expect; nothing 
the more) that is, from Chrift in a Way of D 
For if Duty have no Share, why may we not tru 
Chrift as well in a Way of Diſobedience as Duty? 
In a Word, you muſt both uſe and truſt Duty in 
Subordination to Chriſt, but neither uſe them nor 
truſt them in Co-ordination with Him. - So that 
this derogates nothing from Chri/t ; for He hath 
done, and will do all his Work perfectly, and en- 
ableth his People to do theirs : Yet He is not pro- 
perly ſaid to do it Himſelf; He believes not, re- 
pents not, but worketh theſe in them; that is, 
enableth and exciteth them to it. No Man m 
look for more from Duty than Gop hath laid upon 
it: And ſo much we may and muſt, 


2. Ir I ſhould quote all the Scriptures that 
plainly prove this, I ſhould tranſcribe a great Part 
of the Bible: I will therefore only defire you to 
ſtudy what tolerable Interpretation can be given 


of the following Places, which will not prove that 


Life and Salvation may be, yea, mult be the End 
of Duty. TFobn v. 40. Ye will not come to Mer, 
that ye might have Life. Matt. xi, 12, The . 
dam of Heaven ſuffered Violence, and the Violent tale 
it by Force. Matt. vii. 13. Luke xiii, 24. Strive 
to enter in at the /lrait Gate. Phil. ii. 12, Wert 
out your Salvation with Fear and Trembling. Rom. 


ii. 7, 10. To them who by patient Continuance in 


Hell doing, ſeek for Glery, and Honour, and Im- 
mortality, eternal Life. Gliry, Honour, and Peace, 
to every Man that worketh Good. 1 Cor. ix, 24. So 


rum that ye may obtain. 2 Tim. ii. 12. 1f we ſuffer 


with Him, we Hall reign with Him. 1 Tim. vi. 
12. Fight the goad _ of Faith, lay Hela - 
5 2 eternal 
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eternal ao 1 Tim. vi. 18, A 'T hat they do 
Works, laying up a good Foundation againſt the 
ime to come, that they may lay Held on eternal Life. 
Rev. xxii. 14. Bleſſed are they that do his Command- 
"ments, that they may bave Right to the Tree of Lift, 
and enter in by the Gates into the on Matt. xxv. 
34> 35s 36. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inberit, 

c. Fer I tua an hungred, and ye, &c. Luke xi. 
28. Bleſſed are they that bear the Nord of Gon, 
und keep it. Vea, the eſcaping of Hell is a right 
End of Duty to a Believer. Heb. iv. 1. Let us 
Fear, beſt a Promiſe being left us of entering i 
to bis Ref, any of you ſhould come ſhort 'of it. 
Luke xii. 5. Fear Him that is able to d:ftroy both 
Soul and Body in Hell; yea, (whatſoever others ſay) 
T fay unte you, fear Him. 1 Cor. ix. 27. 1 te 
ander my Bedy, and bring it into Sul jection; I 
when ¶ have 8 to others, I myſelf ſhould le's 
Caft-atuay. ultitudes of Scriptures and Scrip- 
ture- Arguments might be bre ught, but theſe may 


— 


ſuſßce to any that believe Seripture. 


3. Fox thoſe that think this Reſt may be our 
End, but not our ultimate End, that muſt be. 
Gon's Glory only: I will not gain ſay them. 
Only let them conſider, What Gop bath joined, 
| Man mi not ſeparate. "The glorifying Himſelf, 
and the ſaving of his People, (as I judge) are not 
two Ends with Gop, but one; to glorify his Mer- 
cy in their Salvation: So I think they ſhould. be 
with us together intended: We ſhould aim at the 
Glory of Gon (not alone conſidered, without our 
Salvation, but) in our Salvation. Therefore 1 
know no Warrant for putting ſuch a Queſtion to 
ourſelves, as ſome do, Whether we could be con- 
tent to be damned, ſo Gop were glorified ? Chrift 
"bath put no ſuch Queſtions to us, nor bid us put 
uch to ourſelves. Chriff had a 


e 
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The Saints Everlaſing Ref. 17 
would enquire aſter their true Willingneſs to be 
ſaved, than their Willingneſs to be damned. Sure 
Jam, Chrift Himſelf is offered to Faith, in Terms 
for the moſt Part reſpecting the Welfare of the 
Sinner, more than his own abſtracted Glory. He 
would be received as a Saviour, Mediator, Re- 
deemer, Reconciler, and Interceſſor. And all the 
Precepts of Scripture being backed with. ſo many 
Promiſes and T hreatnings, every one intended of 
Gop, as a Motive to us, imply as much, > 


4. I cAaLL a Chriſtian's Happineſs, the End of 
his Courſe, thereby meaning, as Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 
7. the whole Scope of his Life, For Salvation 
may and muſt be our End; ſo not only the End 
of our Faith, (tho' that principally) but of all our 
Actions : For as whatſoever we do, muſt be done 
to the Glory of Gop, ſo muſt they all be done to 
our Salvation. "_ 


5. Laftly, 1 vaxs Happineſs to conſiſt in this 
End obtained ; for it is not the mere Promiſe of it 


that immediately makes perfectly bappy, nor 
Chriſt's mere Purchaſe, nor our mrs HE 


but the apprehending and obtaining, which ſets 
the Crown on the Saint's Head, 


* 
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CHAP. Il 
Ir bat this Reft pre-ſuppoſeth. 


OR the clearer underſtanding the Nature of 
F this Reſt, you muſt know, 


15 (i.) THERE are ſome Things POR! to it. 
(2.) Sous Things contained in it. 
ala) ALL theſe Things are pre-ſuppoſed to this 


. 12. A PERSON in Motion, ſeeking Reſt, This 
is Man here in the Way. Angels * it already: 
And the Devils are Hope. 


2. Ax End toward which he moveth ſor Reſt. 
This can be only Gop. He that taketh any Thing 
elſe for r is out of the Way the firſt Step. 
The principal damning Sin, is, to make any 
Thing beſides Gop our End or Reſt. And the 


firſt true ſaving Act, is, to chooſe Gop only for 
our End and appinefs, 


. ADrsTAncs is pre- ſuppoſed from this End, 
elf there can be no Motion towards it. This fad 
Diſtance is the Caſe of all Mankind fince the Fall: 
It was our Gon that we principally loſt, and were 
ſhut out of his gracious Preſence ; and ſince are 


ard to be without Him i in the World : Nay, in all 
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Men, at Age, here is ſuppoſed, not only a Diſ- 
tance, but alſo a contrary Motion. When Chrift 
comes with regenerating, ſaving Grace, He finds 
no Man fitting till, but all poſting to eternal 
Ruin; *till, by Conviction, He firſt brings them 
to a Stand; and by Converſion, turns firſt their 
Hearts, and then their Lives, to Himſelf, 


4. Here is pre-ſuppoſed the Knowledge of the 
true ultimate End, and its Excellency ; and a ſe- 
rious intending it. For ſo the Motion of the ra- 
tional Creature proceedeth: An unknown End, is- 
no End; it is a Contradiction. We cannot make 
that our End, which we know not ; nor that our 
chief End, which we know not, or judge not to 
be the chief Good. Therefore where this is not 
known, That Gop is this End; there is no ob- 
5 in an ordinaty Way, whatſoever may 
be in Ways that by God are kept ſecre. 


5. Here is pre-ſuppoſed, not only a Diſtance 
from this Reſt, but alſo the true Knowledge of 
this Diſtance. If a Man have loſt his Way, and 
know it not, he ſeeks not to return : Therefore 
they that never knew they were without Gop, 
never yet enjoyed Him; and they that never knew 
they were actually in the Way to Hell, did never 
yet know the Way to Heaven: Nay, there will 
not only be a Knowledge of this Diſtance, and 
loſt Eflate; but Aﬀections anſwerable. Can a 
Man find himſelf on the Brink of Hell, and not 
tremble? Or find he hath loſt his Gop, and his 
Soul, and not cry out, I am «ndone? 


6. Har is alſo pre-ſuppoſed, a ſuperior moy- 
ing Cauſe, elſe ſhould we all ſtand ſtill, and not 
move a Step forward toward our Reſt; no more 


than the inferior Wheels in the Watch e's 
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take away the Spring, or the firſt Mover. 
ny hn a Gop — us not, we cannot 
move. Therefore it is a moſt neceſfary Part of 
our Chriſtian Wiſdom, to keep our Subordination 
to Gop, and Dependance on Him; to be ſtill in 
the Path where He walks, and in that Way where 
his Spirit doth moſt uſually move. oa 


| 7 Hrn is pre-ſuppoſed, an internal Principle 
of Life in the Perſon. God moves not Man like 
a Stone, but by enduing him firſt with Life, (not 
enable him to move without Gop, but) there- 
to qualify him to move himſelf, in Subordina- 
tion to God, the firſt Mover. wY 


8. Hurt is pre-ſuppoſed alſo, ſuch a Motion 
as is rightly ordered and directed toward the End. 
Not all Motion or Labour brings to Reſt, _ Eve 
Way leads not to this End; but He whoſe Good- 
neſs hath appointed the End, hath in his Wiſdom, 
and by his ſovereign Authority, appointed the 
Way. Chrift is the Door, the only Way to this 
Reſt. Some will allow nothing elſe to be called 
the. Way, leſt it derogate from Chrift. The 
Truth is, Chri/t is the only Way to the Father: 
Vet Faith is the Way to Chi; and Goſpel- 
Obedience, or Faith and Works, the Way for 
thoſe to walk in, that are in Chri/, 


9. THERE is ſuppoſed alſo, a ſtrong and con- 
Rant Motion, which may reach the End. The 
Iazy World, that think all too much, will find 
this to their Coſt one Day: They that think leſs 
a-do might have ſerved, do but reproach Chriff 
for making us ſo much to do. They that have 
been moſt. holy, watchful, painful to get to Hea- 
Len, find when they come to die, all too little: 
We ſee daily the beſt Chriſtians, when dying, 
0 repent 


ny PA ind *. eee mw ww © ww © a a” pw te 9tudt 


( 
u 
. 
n 
[ 


1 
E 
t 
＋ 
n 
n 
e 


& 


R 7 F KS AF Ot Sas 


We Saint: Everlaſting Reft. 21 


repent their Negligence : I never knew any then 
— his Holineſs and Diligence. It — 

rieve a Man's Soul to ſee a Multitude of miſtaken 
Vinner lay out their Care and Pains for a Thing 
of Nought, and think to have eternal Salvation 
with a Wiſh. - If the Way to Heaven be not far 
harder than the World : imagines, -Chrift and (his 
Apoſtles knew not the Way: For they have told 
us, That the Kingdem of Heaven ſuffereth Violence; 
that the Gate is flrait, and the May narrow; and 
we muy firive, if we will enter; for many ſhall ſeek 
to enter, and not be able, (which implies, the 
Faintneſs of their ſeeking, and that they put not 
Strength to the Work); and that the Righteous 
them ſelves are ſcarcely ſavel. cnet rr agg 


I Have ſeen this Doctrine alſo thrown by with 
Contempt by others, who ſay, What! do you ſer 
us a-working for Heaven ? Doth our Duty do any 
Thing? Hath not Chrift done all? Is not this to 
make Him an Half Savic ur, and to preach the 
Land 7 ings +77 N rico et ant 


Anſ. It is to preach the Law of Cr,; his 
Subjects are not lawleſs : It is to preach Duty to 
Grit. None a more exact Requirer of Duty, or 
Hater of Sin, than Chri/t. - Chri/? hath done, and 
will do all his Work; and therefore is à perfect 
Saviour; but yet leaves us a Work too: He bath 
paid all the Price, and left us none to pay; yet 
He never intended his Purchaſe ſhould put us into 
abſolute Title to Glory, in Point of Law, much 
leſs into immediate Poſſeſſion. He hath purchaſed 
the Crown to beſtow, only on Condition of be- 
leving, denying all for Him, ſuffering with Him, 
perſevering and overcoming. He hath purchaſed 
Juſtification to beſtow, only on Condition of our 
telieying, yea, repenting and believing ; Goo 


The Saint. Ha N90. 


t is Chri/thatenableth alſo to perform the Con. 
dition. It is not a Saviour offered, but received 
alſo, that muſt ſave: It is not the Blood of Chritf 
ſhed only, but applied alſo, that muſt fully deliver: 
Nor is it applied to the (Juſtification or Salvation 
e's fey Foul: Nor dh Or rr wt He 
ven in a Chair of Security. r Righteouſneſs 
which the Law of Works — — by which 
it is ſatisfied, is wholly Chriſt, and not one Grain 
in ourſelves: Nor muſt we dare to think of patch · 
ing up a legal Righteouſneſs of Chrj/?'s and our 
own together; that is, that our Doings: can be the 
leaſt Part of SatisfaQion for our Sins. But yet our- 
ſelves. muſt perſonally fulfill the Conditions of the 
New Covenant; and ſo have the perfect evange- 
cal Righteouſneſs, or never be ſaved by Crit! 
ghteouſneſs. Therefore ſay not, It is not Du- 
K bes * Chris; for it is Chriſ in a Way of Duty. 
Duty cannot do it without CErift, ſo Chr! ry 

will not do it without Duty. | | 
$12 7498 5 1 

AnD as this Motion muſt be irong, ſo Fwy it 
be conſtant, or it will fall ſhort of Reſt. To be- 
Fan in the Spirit, and end in the Fleſh, will not 

ng to the End of the Saints. Men, as — 
the beſt of us, have fallen off. Read but the Pro- 
miſes, Rev. ii. and iii. Te him tbat overcometh. 
s own Diſciples muſt be commanded to con- 
tinue in his Love, and that by keeping his Com- 
mandments: And to abide in Him,” and his Word 
in them, ahd He in them. der Joby xu. 4 5 
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EX'E is contained in ki Reſt 


a4 


— Css Arion from Motion: or Ac- 
ion: Not from all Action, but of that which 
implies the Abſence of the End. When we have 
gs the Haven, we have done failing : When 
are at our Journey's End, we have do 
with the Way erefore Propheſyi eſying ceãſe 
Tongues fail, a Knowledge ſhall be done awa , 
that is, ſo lar as it A Wa > "There hal! 
no more Prayer, becauſe no more Neceſſity, 'but 
the full Enjoyment of what we pray d for. either 
ſhall we need to faſt, and weep, and watch any 
more, being out of the Reach of: Sin and Fempta- 
tions, Nor will there be Uſe for Inſtructions and 
Exhortations : Preaching is done: The Miniſtry 
of Man ceaſeth : Sacraments uſeleſs : The La- 
bourers called in, becauſe the Harveſt is gathered : 
The Unregenerate paſt Hope, the Saints paſt 
Fear, for ever. Much leſs ſhall there -be any 
Need of labouring for inferior Ends, as here we 
do; ſeeing they ſhall all devolve themſelves into 
the Ocean of the ultimate End, and the leſſer 
Good be ſwallowed up in the greateſt. 


2. TuS Reſt containeth a perfect Freedom 
from all the Evils that accompanied us through 


our 9 and which neceſlarily follow our Ab- 
ſence 


2 The Saints Everlaſting Reft. 
" ſence from the chief Good: Beſides our Freedor 
from thoſe eternal Flames, which the NegleCters « 
Chrift muſt endure. There is no ſuch @ Thin 
as Grief and Sorrow known there: Nor is then 
ſuch a Thing as a pale Face, a languid Body, fecbl& 
- Joints, unable Infancy, decripid Age, peccant Hug 
mours, painful Sickneſs, griping Fears, conſuming 
Care, nor whatſoever deſerves the Name of Evi 
Indeed a Gale of Groans and Sighs, a Stream d 
Tears, accompanied us to the very Gates, and then 
bid us farewell for ever. Ve did weep and l 
when the World did rejoice; but our Sorrow is turn: 


| ite Foy, and our Foy ball no Man take from us. 


© 4. Tais Reſt containeth the higheſt Degree d 
Perfection, both of Soul and Body. This qualih 
| them to enjoy the Glory, and thoroughly to,partak: 
| "the Sweetnels of it. Were the Glory never f 
great, and themſelves not made capable of it, it 
Would be little to them. But the more perſect the 
Appetite, the ſweeter the Food. The more mu 
| ical the Ear, the more pleaſant the Melody. The 
. more perfect the Soul, the more joyous thoſe Jo 
| and the more glorious is that Glory. Nor is it 
j only ſinful ImperfeQion that is removed, nor only 
[ that which is the Fruit of Sin, but that which ad- 
"Hered to us in our pure Nature, There is far mor: 
1 procured by Chris, than was loft by Adam. It i 
| the Miſery of wicked Men here, that all without 

R them is Mercy, but within them an Heart full « 
Sin, ſhuts the Door againſt all, and makes them 
| but the more miſerable. When all is well within, 
then all is well indeed. Therefore will Gop, a 
a ſpecia] Part of his Saints Happineſs, perfect thert- 
ſelves as well as their Condition. 4 


4 Tris Reſt containeth, as the prineipal Part, 
_ our neareſt Fruition of Gp. As all Good what- 
IT ſoever 
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ſocver is compriſed in Gon, and all in the Crea - 
ture are but Drops of this Ocean ; ſo all the Glory: 
of the Bleſſed is compriſed in their Enjoyment of 
Gop: And if there be any mediate Joys there, 
they are but Drops from this. If Men and Angels 
ſhould ſtudy to ſpeak the Bleſſedneſs of that Eſtate, 
in one Word, what can they ſay beyond this, That- 
it is the neareſt Enjoyment of Gop? Say, They. 
have Gop; and you fay, They have that is 
worth the having. O the full Joys offered to a 
Believer in that one Sentence of Chri/f's! I would 
not for all the World that Verſe had been left out 
of the Bible; Father, I will, that thoſe whom T 
3 
John xvii, 24. E Ward is full Life and 
oy. If the Queen of Sheba had Cauſe to ſay of. 
Solomen's Gl „Happy are thy Men, happy are theſe 
Servants that fland continually before thee, and 
hear thy Wiſdom ; then ſure they that ſtand 
continually before Go, and ſee his Glory, and 
the Glory of the Lamb, are ſomewhat more than 
happy; to them will Cunier give te eat of the 


Tree of Life, which is in the Mi the Paradiſe: 
Ge, Rok 7* wo | 1 

5. Tris Reſt containeth a and | 
Action of all the Powers of and in 


could ſay to his Companion, Ege non ſum g 1. 
am not the Man I was ; how much more will Glory 
make us differ? We may. then ay much more, 
This is not the Body I had, and theſe are not the 
Senſes I had. Yet becauſe we have no other Name 
for them, let us call them Senſes ; call them Eyes. 

Vox. XXXVII. C and 


and Ears, Seeing and Hrating i But conceive, that 
as much as à Body fpiritbal, Above the Sun in Glo- 
ry, exceedeth theſe frail, noiſome, diſeaſed Lutaps' 
of Fleſh that we now carry about us; fo far ſhall 
our Senſb of Seeing and Hearing extted: theſe we 
— rr For ws Ne Eres dy 
Colcei onable to the 
Body. Tel pure pee Sankar, ee 
— our Capacity; ſo will He sdvance' 

the Happineſs of thole Senſes, and fill up with Him- 
ſelf all that ity. And —. the Body: 
ſhould not be taiſed up, if it ſhould not ſhare of: 
the Glory: For ax ĩt hath ſflared in the ObWience” 
and Suſferinga, ſo ſball it alſo do in the Neſſedacſ: 
And as Cbrſ bought the whole Man; ſo ſhall che 
whole —— of the . a oy. 


Aus if the Body dall be thus rey o 
ſhall the out be taken up! As its Powers and C 
e greateſt, ſo its Actions are 
* — eeteſt. FN. Senſes 
their proper Aptitude and A whereby 
they receive and enjoy their ObjeQs; 4 0 400 65 
Soul in its own Action, enjoy its own. Object : 
By Knowing, by Low, — Remembring, by 


Loving, and by delightful Joying : By theſe E 
* an it 


might be ſaid of che Diſciples with Cr i on Earth, 
much mote that behold: Him in his Glory, Bleſſed 
are the Eyes that ſee the Things that you ſet, and thr 
Ears that hear the Things that you brar For many 
Princes and Great Ones ev dove {and hoped 4 
ſee the Things that your ſors CE ART. 
Ec. xili. 16, 17. 


-Knowtzpos of itſelf is very able As 17 


* rational Soul * mah ſo far the 
n 


Wh 


it ſees, and 


e 


— 


1 
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Delights of a Phi t, in diſcovering the 86 
crets of Nature, and knowing the Myſtery of Sc 
ences, excecds the Delights of the Glutton, the 
Drunkard, and of all C2 e Senſualiſts what- 
Hevert; fo excellent is all Truth. What then is 
their Deli who know the Gop of Truth? 
What not give, ſo that all the uncertain 
Principles iti Logick, Natural Philoſophy, Meta- 
and Medicine, were but certain? And 
that my dull, obſcure Nations of them, were but 
ick and n what 3 ant 
em, or with, to enjoy a clear and true Ap= 
henfio of the molt true Gop? How noble a 
Faculty of the Soul is the Underſtanding ! It can 
compals the Earth; it can meaſure the Sun, Moon, 
Stars, and Heaven; it can foreknow each Eclipſe 
40 a Minute, many Years before: Vea, but this is 
the Top of all its „ it can know Gos, 
who is infinite, who made all theſe; a little here, 
and much more hereafter. O che Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs .of our bleſſed Loan Ae hath created 
the Underſtanding with a natural Biaſs to Truth, 
and its Object; and to the prime Fruth," as its 
ime | Objeft: And Jeſt we ſhould turn aſide ite 
1 He hath kept this as his own Divine 
Preragative, not communicable to any Creature, 
mis. to be the prime Truth. q enen 
a - 82 wil 


Diode r thau never look fo long upon the Son of 
Ban, till thine Eyes were darled with bis/aſto- 
niſhing Glory? And did not the Splendor” of it 
make all Things below ſeem black and dark to thee, 
when thou lookedſt down again? Eſpecially in thy 
Day of ſuffering for Chi (hen Me uſually ap- 
pears: moſt manifeſtly to his People)? Didſt thou 
fever ſec ove ruolting in the Midff of the fiery Fur- 
nac with tber, dike 1hr Son of Gon? If thou know 


Him, valus Him :23 thy Life, and follow-on'wy 
VF C a know 
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know Him; and thou fhalt know incompara 
more than this. Or if I do but renew thy Gri 
to tell thee what thou once didſt feel, he ne toll 
Joſt; I counſel thee to Remember whence thou art 
2 „ and ds the ft Works, and be 
watch ben | the ee 394 2870." 
and dare Cs oi on hath p 

miſed) thou ſhalt ſee and — that which here 
thine Eye could not ſee, nor thy Underſtanding 
<onceive. Believe me, Chriſtians, yea, believe 
Gon; you that have known moſt of Gon in Ci 
here, it is as nothing to that you ſhall know; i 
Jearce, in on of that, deſerves to be called 
Knowledge. Difference betwixt our Know- 
Jedge now, and our Knowledge then, will my as 
great as that between our y Bodies'now, and 
our ſpiritual Bodies then. For as theſe Bodies, 45 
that muſt ceaſe, that a more perfect 
may ſucceed. Our filly childiſh Thoughts of Gop, 
wh dow fe the highelt we tan reach 26; muſt 
ET OE: n 


T1 24 


at! "Matrex mot; tharefore; bow it ein be 
eternal, to know God, and hit Son Jeſus 
po — career mat a is eternal Life, and 

ying is in knowing. They 
Eur only of Fart and have no Way to jud 
ſe, and .never were acquainted KA 


Sen 
e den think it a poer Ha 
Let them have Health, and 


done, and then judge; then continue in your | 

met Mind, if you can. For our Parts we dy with 
that knowing le, (thoꝰ the Speech may ſeem 
groſumptucus) 1 EE 9 20. * 


wits " we 
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; and Was 
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a Sardds\Boirlating Rift. 25 
6D, end the wibol arid lib in ISB 
222 u Inow that the Sow. PR 0 
and tim us an Underfia we 
tuo. Hom that ig true 3 and we — — 
mne, in bas Sex Jeſus Chriſt: This is the true God, 
ond attrnal The den G0 3s come, to be 
dur Head Fountain or and hath gium us 
an Under flanding, that the Soul may be made ca- 
o know Him 
Truth; and tue are ſo near in this * 
1. that we are in that is true; we are 

| — — Odjecd bs in the 
true Gon, and fo the fitteſt, ſor our ua 
derſtanding, and this know ing — 3 
Wer *. is eternal 1 


Ann doubles the M will not be idle dn 
this bleſſed Work. I it de 33 
to help the Soul 10. value its Enjoyment. Qur 
Kno will be enlarged, not diminiſhed 3 
- therefore the Knowledge of Things paſt ſhall not 
be taken away. From that Height, the Saint can 
look behind him and beſose him: Aud to compare 
paſt with as nig muſt needs raiſe in the 


bleſſed Sou ncenceivable Senſe of its Condi- 


tion. rr 
fee the Wilderness and Cn both at once; to 
ſtand in Heaven, and look back on-Karhy and 


tranſport the Soul, and make it cry out, Ie this He 
Purehaſe that coſt ſo dear as the. Blood of Goo ĩ O0 
dleſſed Price, and thrice bleſſed Level E this the 
End of Believing ? Is this the End of the Spirit's 
| Workings? - Have the Gales of Grace -Elown me 
into ſuch a Harbour 7 Is it hither that Civ hath 
enticed my Soul? O bleſſed Way,. and the blaſ- 
ſed End! Is this the Glory which the Scriptures 
oke of, and Miniſters preached of ſo. much? 
Q 3 Now 


. that it true, the prime. 


weigh them together in the Balance, ho muüſt ir 


8 


36 — 
- Now 1 ſee the Goſpel indeed 
Tidings of great Joy to-all:Natins | Is 


2 


« ang, my Faſting, my heavy walking, 
. Complainings come — 4 Are all my 2 


. tions and Fears, all Satan's Temptations and the 
- World's Scorns, come to this? O vile Nature, 
that refiſteth ſuch a ! — to? Was 
0 ae ow 


+theugh-ta the Loſs 'of ehis-Belicity |- idſt thou 
make me to queſtion the Truth Mo Loxn? th 
xD? M 


if 7 1 —— 
| 
That thy Loa meant thee 
| would?t believe: | 


them; n 
es wh he bound it 
tee, for this Crown : eb 
Ann . 
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e Sgitits Bverlafting RP. 41 
Tus, ish Memory of the Wieked wilteter - 
nally promote their Torment, to look back on the 
sin committed, the Grace refuſed, Ghri/? . 
ed, and Time loſt: 80 will the 
r ie angel in pal! >» 
—— — L 22 
for Love is the Eſſence of the Soul, and Love is the 
Eſſence of Gop. Gon tr Love, and he that dun- 
-leth in Love, dwelleth in Gon, and Go in bin. 
The acting of this Affection hereſoever, carrieth 

much Delight with it; eſpecially when the Qbj 
appears deſerving, and the Affection is 
what will it be, when perfect Affections ſhall have 
the ſtrongeſt, perſect acting upon the moſt 
?. New the poor Soul complains,” O that I 
could love Chr more | dut I cannot, alas, I can 
not: Yea, but then thou canſt not chooſe but love 
Him: I had almoſt ſaid,” forbear if thou canft. 
Now thou knoweſt little of his Amiableneſs, and 
therefore loveſt little : Then thine Eye will affect 
2 and the continual viewing of that per- 
ſect Beauty, will keep thee in continual Raviſh- 
ments of Love. Now thy Salvation is not perſect- 
ed, nor all the Mercies purchaſes, yet — in t 
; with 
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us 
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7 — Doth not Kindneſs melt you 
Sun- ſhine of Divine Goodneſs warm your + foo 
Hearts? What will it do then, when you ſhall live 
in Love, and have All in Him, who is All? O 
the high Deli of Love I. of this Love | The 
Cs that the Heart findeth in it! The Sati- 
2 it Slag along nt Surely Lee 


W uw ww —_— 


And 
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; continue now love 
Enemy ? thee a Sinner? thee who even loathedſt | 
ſelf - own thee when thou didſt diſclaim 


- ”" z « ” N 1 % - 
8 | 
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Kein 


Hi 
Te weeping over dead Lazarut, ti He 
red the Jews that ſtood by to ſay, Behold how 
A him! Win He nat then much more by 
rejoicing over us, make all (even the Damned, if 
they ice i) fay, Bobold bew He loveth ibm 


of Gon: In theſe mutual Embrac ore, 
n | bracements of Love 


he Saints Buoplaing Ri. 
och it conſiſt, To love, and be beloved: 
are the cuerlaſting Arms that are underneath: 
Le 


33 
. 
Hand is their Heads, and why his Right 

doth He embrace theme . 


1 here, and think a ute what a Seats this 
Is it a ſmall Thing to be beloved of Gon? 


To be the Son, the Spouſe, the Love, the Delight 
of the King of Glory ? Believe this, and think on 
it; Thou thalt be al embraced in the Arms 
of that Love, which was from everlaſting, and will 
extend to everlaſting ;; of that Love, which brought 
the Son of God's Love from Heaven to Earth, from 
Earth to the Ctoſs, from the Croſs to the Grave, 
from the Grave to Clog 41 e Be 
weary, hungry, tempt n - 
feted, ſpit th crucified, ierced ; which did . — 
y, teach, heal, weep, ſweat, bleed, die: That 
ve will eternally embrace them. When perſect 
ercated Love, and moſt perſect uncreated Love 
meet together, O the bleſſed Me ! It will not 
be like 7oſepb-and his Brethren, who Ia) upon one 
another's Necks weeping : It will forth into 
pure Joy; not a Mixture of Joy and Sorrow: It 
= be loving and rejoicing, not loving and ſor= . 
Vet will it make Phrases (Satan's) 
Cadet to ring with the News, that Jo/ep#'s re 
thren ate come; that the Saints are arrived ſaſe 

S out of dhe nn 
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Ati ave vec unn N th Spender Au 
ration? Wher Gall we we ts he Tg | 
Is 
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Love muſt RG to a finite Ca . 
No Wonder, if A rw Adele ont A 
tery y and if" it be the Study of the Saints here, e 
tnow the Hrigheb, and Breadth, and Length, awd 


* i * Leve, though „ H. 


The Saints: Euerlaſting Ref 
Wt UF Sunn Reſt in the Fruition of Gn by 


If 


"Loft, Tut Affection of Joy hath not Ne leak 
Share in this Fruition. The unconceivable Com- 
mY Rs" Io en "Fes in their ſeeing, 
ng, | loving ing, and being beloved of Gos. 
Delight of. the Nr. here, cannot be known 

by Expretions as they are felt: How much lef 
is Joy? This is the white Stone, tubich none #new- 

Ir ker ring And if there he an any Joy 

-which the Stranger medleth not with, then ſurely 
this, above all, is Þ is Ah Chriff's Ways of Mercy 

tend to, and nnd in the Saints Joys, 2 
ſorrowed, ſuffered, that they might tejoice 
ſendeth the Spirit to be their Cœmſortex: He mu. 
NN n ir future Happi- 
neſs, their Joy might 3 
a0 chem i in Mercics of a of all Sorts : He mateth then 
Moon in grees wen and Jcadeth them by the fil 
to them the bay % lrwang 


N Wit Win Þ CD ttm © 2 > 1. - 


2 11 75 2 the Hh Pale cx. . 

5 they ſhould neglect cheir = 
forts, He — it their * Bet, commanding 

them to rejoice in Him alwey. And He never bring 


Ihen into ſo low A Condition, wherein He v. 


Sn of Joy than of Sorrow... Au 
bat E wry 
vill that Joy he, 


where, the;Sapl be 
De Jer arge ey 
eren 


wit 
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de dan Hu Re 38 
xr the Soul, LE n, 
Ker nall n 


Ne i fot the Gaines Joy” hall be gener thin” 
the Damned Forment : 2 is the” 
Torment of Creatures, fr the Devil an 
his Angels : But our 5 is py A Cy our LOnD, 
even our Lord own Joy Mall we 

: Olety which the Father Him, 2 biel 
yon row chem John xvii 22. Auf to fit down f- 
N ben as He jet db ir his Fa- 
Sa ty Daps in i. 27. 195 25 he 
ſpendeſt knoweſt no 
Gatmehts ood but the Bread 
and Nan or Ain, 5 ſayeſt thou to tis 
Change? Prom al Sorrow to more tharr all 
Thou poor Soul, who prayeſt ſor Joy, com- 

AW bag ant of Joy, then thou ſhalt — 
Joy, 16 much thou canft hold, and more yo” 
ever thou thoughteſt on, or thy Heart deſired. © 


Am in the mean Tune, walk carefully,” watch 
conſtantly, and — 4 meaſure. Dey 
Times and It may be He keeps 
he ll chin Fa ive 2 Toa mf better” 
loſe thy Comſort, than thy As the Joy of 
the Hy poerite, ſo the Fears'of the ben ht, are but 


Y a Moment. ty may entre for a Night, 
wy cometh in the he Mg '0 EY Mort. 
ing! Poor drooping Soul, _—_ would it fill thee. 


with Joy now, if a Voice from Heaven ſhould aſ- 
ure thee of thy 8 $? What then will 
thy Joy be, op aQual Pofſeffon ſhall con- 
vince thee of thy der 0 ; when the Angels ſhalt 
thee to Cr, and when Chriff ſhall (as ir 
ere) take thee by the Hand, and thee into 
ty patchated Þ effion ? Wilt thou not be almoſt / ö 
ae to draw back, ad to fay, 'What 1, 14 


rere eee reed. <<” 


36 The Saints Everlaſting Reſt." 
I, che unworthy Neglecter of thy Grace ! I, the 
unworthy Diſ-cficemer of thy Blood, and Sli - 
of thy Love ! Muſt I have this Glory? Mate 
4 hired Servant, I am no more worthy ene 
Lon : But Love will have it ſo; OT TRE 
W eK ede * 30.1 


i 

e it is cot thy Joy aut N 
3s f mutual Love: i. there e Jo 
G Go n= and will there be none 
ion? Will not the wel. 
come thee thither, and cor thy Arri- 
val? Vea, it s th Joy of Joju Crit For now 
He hath the End of his Labour, uy wy 

we have our Joys; when He it glari 
| bis Saints, and admired in all them that believe. 
Wi are bis Seed, and the Fruit of his Soul's Travel, 


which when He ſeeth, He will be ſatisfied : He wil 
over his ene 


ſhall rejoice in Him. 


VA, the Father Himſelf puts on 3 eo, in 
our Joy: As we grieve his Spirit, and w Him 
with our Iniquities; ſo He is iced in our 
O how. quickly here doch He (py a returni Pro- 

even afar off ? How doth He run meet 
him, fall on his Neck, and kiſs him ? r 
char ah ul Meeting ; F 
great Meeting. 


>» 7. 390i. 


Ann now look back gpon all this: I ay to thee 
as the Angel to John, What haſt thew foes Þ Or-if 
yet thou perceive not, draw nearer, come up higher, 
Chime awd fer: Doſt thou fear thou haſt been all this 
While in a Dream? Why, Theſe are the true Say- 
| Nov bat Doſt thou fear n 

but a Ghoſt inſtead of Chriſ 
of Reſt ? Come near, and feel: 
A Sha- 
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A Shadow contains not thoſe ſubſtantial -Blefings, 
nor reſts upon ſuch a ſure Word of Promiſe, as you 
have ſeen theſe do. Go thy Way now, and tell 
the Diſciples, and tell the drooping Souls thou 
meeteſt with, That thou haſt, in this Glaſs, ſeen - 
Heaven; that the Lok D inderd it riſen, and hath 
here appeared to thee ; and behold He is gone before 
us into Reſt; and that He is now preparing a Place 
for them, and will come again, and take them to 
Himſelf, that where He is, there they may be alſo. 


Bur alas! my fearful Heart dares ſcarce 5 
Methinks I hear the Almighty's Voice, ſaying to 
me, as to Elihu, Job xxxviii. 2. Who is this that 
darkeneth Counſel by Words uit baut Knowledge ? 


Bur pardon, O Laxn, thy Servants Sin: I have 
not pried into unrevealed "Things, nor. curioull 
ſearched into thy Counſels ; but indeed I have di 
honoured thy Holineſs, wronged thine Excellency, 
diſgraced | thy Saints Glory, by my diſproportion- 
in able pourtraying: I will bewail from my Heart, 
im that my Apprehenſions are ſo dull, my Thoughts 
dd; ſo mean, my Affections ſo ſtupid, and my Expre(- 
ro- ſions fo low. But I have only heard by the Hear- 
ect WW ing of the Ear; O let thy Servant ſee Thee, and 
ſſeſs theſe Joys, and then I ſhall have more ſuita- | 
le Conceivings, and ſhall give Thee fuller Glory. 
[ have now uttered that I underſtood not; Things tio 
wonder ful for me, which i knew not. Yet I believed, 
and therefore ſpale. Remember with whom thou 
haſt to do: What canſt thou expect from Duſt, 
from Corruption, but Defilement ? Our foul Hands 
will leave, where they touch, the Marks of their 
Uncleanneſs; and moſt on thoſe Things that are 
maſt pure. I 4now Thou wilt be ſanctiſted in them 
that come nigh Thee, and before all the People Thou- 
wilt be glorified : And if thy Jealouſy excluded from 
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that Land of Reſt, thy Servants Afoſes and Aaron, 
becauſe they ſanctiſied Thee not in the Midſt of 
Tfrael 5 what then may I expect? But though the 
eakneſs be the Fruit of my own Corruption; yet 
the Fire is from thine Altar, and the Work of thy 
— — I looked not into thine Ark, nor 
put forth my Hand unto it without Thee. O 
therefore may Gels Stains ht in he Blood” 
of the Lamb. — 


= : * 


CHAP. W. 


: 


The fa pa bree to our „ 


_ — L 2 ll PIs of | 
that Reſemblance of the the Saints Reſt, which 
7 Ihad ſeen in the Goſpel-Glais: It follows, 
that we proceed to view a little the bleſſod Proper- 
ties of this Reſt; And why doth my trembling 
Heart draw. back ? Surely the Lon p is not now fo 
inacceſſihle, nor the Way ſo blocked up, as when 
the Law and Curſe reigned. Wpherefore, finding 
the Flaming Sword raph — vw * 
1 the Paradiſe of eur dere 
i * of ein 
Au Be 1 Preparations: 


Fox the Porch of this Temple is Wy you 
. Let us abſeree, . 


1. Tun moſt pon Gang of the-Son of 
Go o | 
mot bea ute ver He fy + * 


14 | 
; * . * 2. His 


* 7; . 
3 4 


He was here? Why? Muſt not the Comforter be 
ſent? Was not the Work on Earth done? Muſt 
He not receive the Recompence of Reward, and 
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2. His railing our Bodies, and uniting them a- 
gain with the Soul, dl 


, Has alone Procenditigs: in.. their: Judge, 
here they ſhall be juſtified before all the Word. 


4. His enthroning them in Glory. 

1. AND: well may the Coming of Cbriũ be 
reckoned with thoſe Ingredients that compound this 
precious Reſt : For to this End it is intended; and 
to this End it is of apparent Neceſſity. For his 
Peoples Sake He ſanctiſied Himſelf. to his Office : 
For their Sake He came into the World, ſuffered, 
died, roſe, aſcended : And for their Sake it is that 
He will return. To this End will Chrift come a- 
gain to receive his People to Himſelf, That where 

it, they may be alſo, John xiv. | 3. He that 
would come to ſuffer, will ſurely come to triumph: 
And He that would come to purchaſe, will ſurely 
come to pollefs.. £4720 8 % 1114 + ls 


BuT why ſtayed He not with his People while 


- 


enter into his Glory? Maſt He not take Poſſeſſion 
in our Behalf? Muſt He not go to prepare a Place 
for us? Muſt He not intercede with the Father, 
and plead his Sufferings, and be filled with the 
Spirit to ſend it forth, and receive Authority to 
ſubdue his Enemies? Our Abode here is ſhort : If 
He had ſtayed on Earth, what would it have been 


to enjoy Him for a few Days, and then die? But 


He hath more in Heaven to dwell arzong; even 
the Spirits of the Juſt of many Generations, there 


made perfect. O what a Day will that be, when 
we who have been kept 8 by the Grave, 
L 1 2 


ſhall 


ſhall be fetched out by the LoxD Himſelf; when 
Crit ſhall come from Heaven to plead with his 
Enemies, and ſet his Captives free? It will not be 
ſuch a Coming as his Firſt was, in Meanneſs, and 
Poverty, and Contempt: - He will not come to be 
ſpit upon, and buffeted, and ſcorned, and crucified 
again: He will not come, O careleſs World, to be 
flighted by you any more. And yet that Coming 
which was in Infirmity and Reproach for our Sakes, 
wanted not its Glory, If the Angels of Heaven 
muſt be the Meſſengers of that Coming, as bei 
Tidings of Foy to all People: And the Heaven] Hol 
muſt accompany his Nativity, and muſt praiſe Gop 
with that Solemnity: O with what Shoutings will 
Angels and Saints at that Day proclaim, Glory to 
Gop, and Peace and Goed-Will towards Men? If 
1 the Stars of Heaven muſt lead Men to come to 
| worſhip a-Child in a Manger, How will the Glory 
of his' next Appearing conſtrain all the World' to 
acknowledge his Savereignty ? If when he was in 
the Form of a Servant, they cry out, A bat Man- 
ner of Man is this, that both Mind and Sea 
Him? What ſhall they ſay when they ſhall fe Him 
1 coming in his Glory, and the Heavens and Earth 
1 obey Him: Then ſhall r the Sign of the Son 
i Man in Heaven, and then ſhall all the Tribes of t 
Earth mourn, and they ſhall ſee the Son of Man com- 
pb the Clouds of Heaven with Power and great 


| Tus Coming of Chyift is frequently mentioned 
| 


in the Prophets, as the great Suppont of his Peoples 
Spirits *till then. And whenever the Apoſtles would 
quicken to Duty, or encourage to patient waiting, 
_ they uſually do it by mentioning Chris Coming. 
Why then do we not uſe more this cordial Conſi- 
. deration, whenever we want Support and Comfort? 
Shall the Wicked with unconceivabl * 


—— — —— —ę— » 
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hold Him, and cry out, yonder is He whoſe Blood 
we neglected, whoſe ce we: reliſted, whoſe 
Counſels we refuſed, whoſe Government we caft 
off! And ſhall not the Saints, with unconceivable 

Gladneſs, cry out, yonder is He whoſe Blood re- 
deemed us, whoſe Spirit cleanſed us! Vonder 
comes He in whom we truſted, and now we ſee 
He hath not deceived our Truſt: He for whom 
we long waited, and now. we ſee we have not 
waited. in vain. Oh how ſhould it then be the 


Character of a Chriſtian, To wait for the Son! 


Gop from Heaven, whom He raiſed from the De 
even Teſus which delivered us from the Vratb to 
come ?. 1 Thef, i. 10. And with all faithful Di- 
ligence, to prepare to meet our Lonxp with Jo 
And ſeeing his Coming is of Purpoſe te be glory 
in his Saints, and admired in all them that believe. 
What Thought ſhould glad our Hearts more than 
the Thought of that Day? A little while indeed 
we have not ſeen Him, but yet a little while, and 
we /ball ſee Him, For He hath ſaid, I will not leave 
you comfortleſs, but will come unto you, | We were 
comfortleſs, ſhould He not come. And while 
we daily gaze and look up to Heaven after Him, 
let us remember what the Angels faid, This ſame 
Jeſus which is taken up from you into Heaven, ſhall 
fo come in lite Manner, as ye have feen Him go into 
Heaven, Let every Chriſtian, that heareth and 
readeth, ſay, Come; and our Loxp Himſelf faith, 
1720 I come quickly, Amen, Even fo come LokD 
ESUS, T 


Tas ſecond Stream that leadeth to Paradiſe, is 
that great Work of Fe/us Chris, in railing our Bo- 
dies from the Duſt, uniting them again unto the 
Soul. What, faith the Atheiſt, ſhall all theſe ſcat- 


tered Bones and Duſt become a Man? Thou Fogl 
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doſt thou diſpute againſt the Power of the Almigh- 
? Doſt thou object Difficulties to infinite Strength ? 

u blind Mole ! Thou little Picce of creeping, 
breathing Clay ! but come thy Way, let me take 
thee by the Hand, and with Reverence (as Elihu) 
plead for Gop ; and for that Power whereby I hope 
to ariſe. Seeſt thou this great maſſy Body of the 
Earth? Upon what Foundation doth it ſtand ? Sect 
thou this vaſt Occean of Waters ? What limits 
them, and why do they not overflow and drown 
the Earth? Whence is that conſtant Ebbing and 
Flowing of her Tides? Wilt thou fay from the 
Moon, or other Planets? And whence have they 
that Influence? Muſt thou not come to a Cauſe of 
Cauſes, that can do all Things? And doth not Rea- 
fon require thec, to conceive of that Cauſe as a 
8 Intelligence, and voluntary Agent: and not 
uch a blind Worker and empty Notion as that No- 
thing is, which thou calleſt Nature? What think- 
eſt thou? Is not that Power able to effect thy Re- 
ſurrection, which doth all this ? Is it it not as eaſy 
to raiſe the Dead, as to make Heaven and Earth, and 
all out of nothing? But if thou be unperſuadable, all 
I fay to thee more is as the Prophet to the Prince of 
Samaria (2 King 7. 19) Thou Halt ſee that Day 
with thine Eyes, but littie to thy Comfort ; for that 
which is the Day of Relief to the Saints, ſhall be a 

Day of Revenge on tice. | 


Come then, Fellow-Chriſtians, let us commit 
theſe Carcaſes to the Duſt : That Priſon ſhall not 
long contain them. Let us lie down in Peace and 

- take our Reſt: It will be an everlaſting Night, or 
endleſs Sleep. What if we go out of the Irc ubles 
and Stirs of the World, and entcr into thoſe Cham- 
bers of Duſt, and the Doors be ſhut upon us, and 
we hide dulce, as it were, for a little —_— 
; hes e 
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until the Indignation be over-paſt ? Yet, Lehald the 
LoRD cometh out of his Place, to puniſh the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth for their Iniquity : And then the 
Earth ſhall diſcloſe us, and the Duſt ſhall hide us 
no more. As ſure as we awake in the Morning, 
when we have ſlept out the Night, fo ſure ſhall we 
then awake. 


Lay down then chearfully this Lump of Corrup- 
tion : Thou ſhalt undoubtedly receive it again in In- 
corruption. Lay down freely this terreſtia!, this 
natural Body: Thou ſhalt receive it again a celeſtr- 
al, a ſpiritual Body. Tho” thou lay it down with 
great Diſhonour, thou ſhalt receive it in Glory: 
And tho? thou art ſeparated from it through Weak 
nets, it ſhall be raiſed again in miguty Power. 
When the Trumpet of God ſhall ſound the Call, 
Come away, riſe ye Dead; who ſhall then ſtay be- 
hind? Who can reſiſt the powerful Command of 
our Lokxpd? When He ſhall call to the Earth and 
Sea, O Earth, O Sea, give up thy Dead: The firſt 
that ſhall be called, are the Saints that ſleep; and 
then the Saints that are alive ſhall be changed. 
For they which are alive, and remain till the Coming 
of the LokD, Hall not prevent them which are as» 
fleep. For the LoRp 17 ſhell deſcend from Hea- 
ven with a Shout, with the Voice of the Arch. Angel, 
and with the Trump of GOD ; and the Dead in Chriſt 
Hall riſe firſt. The they wh:ch are ulrve, and re- 
main, fhail be caught up together with them in the 
Clouds, to meet the LORD in the Air; and fo ſhall we 
ever be with the Lond. Triumph now, O Chri- 
ſtian in theſe Promiſes : Thou ſhalt ſkortly tri- 
umph in their Performance. For this is the Day 
that the Lok will make; Ve ha, te glad and re- 
Joice therein. The Grave that could not keep our 
LoRp, cannot kecp us: He aroſe for us, and = the 

ame 
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ſame Power will cauſe us to ariſe. For if we be- 
lieve that Jeſus died, and roſe again; even Jo them 
alſo which flee in Jeſus, will Gop bring with Him. 
refore let our Hearts be glad, and our 9 
rejoice, and our Fleſh alſo reſt in Hope; for He 
will not leave us in the Grave, nor ſuffer us till 
to fee Corruption. Yea, therefore, let us be fed. 
faſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the Wark of 
the LoRD, for as much as we knmnw our Labour it 
in vain in the LorD. 


Tux third Part of this Prologue to the Saints 


Reft, is the ſolemn Proceſs at their Judgment, 


where they ſhall firſt themſelves be (= ; and 
then with Chri judge the World. All the 
World muſt there appear, Young and Old, of all 
Eftates and Nations, that ever were from the 
Creation to that Day. The Js ſhall be 
ſet, and the Books opened, and the Book of Life 
roduced ; and the Dead ſhail be judged out of thoſe 
Things which were written in th, Books, according 
te their Works, and whoſoever is not found written 
in the Book of Life, is caſt-into the Lake of Fire. 
O Terrible! O joyful Day! Terrible to thoſe 
that have not watched, but forgot the Coming of 
their Lord! Joyful to the Saints, whoſe Wait- 
ing and Hope was to ſee this Day ! then ſhall the 
orld behold the Goodneſs and Severity of the 
LorD; on them who periſh, Severity; but to his 
Choſen, Goodneſs, When every one muſt give 
Account of his Stewardſhip ; and every Talent of 
Time, Health, Wit, Mercies, Affliction, Means, 
Warnings, muſt be reckoned for. When the 
Sins of Youth, and thoſe which they had forgot- 
ten, and their ſecret Sins ſhall all be laid open be- 
fore Angels and Men: When they ſhall ſee all 
their Friends, Wealth, old Delights, all their 
2454 hs | Confidence 
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© Confidence and falſe Hopes forſake them. When 


they ſhall ſee the Lokp Jeſus whom they neglect- 
ed, whoſe Word they diſobeyed, whoſe Miniſters 
they abuſed, whoſe Servants they hated, now ſit- 
ting to judge them : When their own Conſciences 
ſhall cry out againſt them, and call to their Re- 
membranee all their Miſdoings. Remember at 
ſuch a Time ſuch or ſuch a Sin; at ſucha Time 
Chrift ſued hard for thy Converſion ; the Miniſter 
preſſed it home to thy Heart, thou waſt touched 
to the quick with the Word; thou didſt purpoſe 
and promiſe returning, and yet thou didſt caſt off 
all. Oh which Way will the wretched Sinner 
look! Oh who can conceive the Thoughts of his 
Heart? Now the World cannot help him; his 
old Companicns cannot help him; the Saints nei- 
ther can nor will; only the Lorp Joſe can : Put 
there is the Miſery, He will not: Nay, without 
viclating the Truth of his Word, He cannot; 
tho' otherwiſe, in Regard of his abſolute Power, 
He might. The Time was, Sinner, when Ori 

would, and you wculd not; and now, fain would 
you, and He will not. What then remains, but 
tocry to the Mountains, Fall on us; «rd the Hills, 
cover us from the Preſence of Him that fits upen the 
Throne / But all in vain! For thou haſt the Loxp 
of Mountains and Hills for thine Enemy, whoſe 
Voice they will obey, and not thine. Sinner, 
make not Slight of this; for as thou liveſt 8 
a thorough Change prevent it) thou ſhalt ſhortly, 
to thy „. 


le Horror ſee that Day. 


Poor careleſs Sinner, I did not think here to 
have ſaid ſo much to thee: But if theſe Lines fall 
into thy Hands, I charge thee before Gon, and the 
Loxp Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Duck and 
the Dead at his Appearing, and his Kingdom ; that 


thou 
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thou make Haſte and get alone, and ſet thyſelf ſad- 
ly to ponder theſe Things: Aſk thy Heart, is this 
true, or is not? Is there ſuch a Day, and mult I ſe 
it? What do I then ? Is it not Time, full Time, 
that I had made ſure of Chi and Comfart lon 

ago ? Should I fit ſtill another Day, who have Jo 
ſo many? Friend, I profeſs to thee, from the Word 
of the LorD, that of all thy ſweet Sins, there will 
. then benothing left, but the Sting'in thy Conſcience, 
which will be never out through all Eternity. 


Bur why trembleſt thou, O gracious Soul ? He 
that would not overlook one Let in Sodom; nay, 
.that could do nothing till he went forth z Will He 
forget thee at that Day? Thy Load knotweth how 1. 
_ deirver the Godly out of Temptation, and to reſerve the 
Unuft te the Day of Fudgment to be puniſhed:: He 
.knoweth how to make the ſame Day the greatelt 
Terror to his Foes, and yet the greateſt Joy to his 
People. There is no Condemnati:n to them that art 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, lit 
after the Spirit. And, tobe Hall lay any Thing 11 
the Charge of God's El:# ? Shall the Law ? Why, 
Whatſoever the Law ſaith, it ſaith to them that art 
under the Law; but we are not under the Law, but if © 
under Grace : For the Law of the Spirit of Life" 
. which is in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made us free frem ti: U 
Lau of Sin and Death? Or ſhall Conſcience ? We 
were long ago juſtified by Faith, and ſo have Pea! i © 
with (0D, and have our Hearts ſprinkled from © I 
evil Conſcience : And the Spirit bearing Witneſs wii) I i 
our Spirits, that we are the Children of Gov. 11 
Gon that juftifieth, who. Hall condemn? If: ou fe 
Judge condemn us not who ſhall? He that ſaid to te 
the adulterous Woman, Hath no Man condemn! i © 
. thee ® Neither de] condenm ther: He will ſay to us, i 
(more faithfully than Peter to Him) The all * I 
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d- % Thee, or condemn thee, I will not. Thin heft con- 
his et Me before Men, and I will confeſs thee before 
ſee ny Father, and the Angels in Heaven, © 


n WHAT unexpreflible Joy may this afford a Be- 
liever? Our dear LorD, ſhall be our udge ? Will 
id a Man fear to be judged by his deareſt Friend, by 
vill Wa Brother, by a Father, or a Wife by her own 
ce, Wl Huſband? Did He come down, and ſuffer and 
weep, and bleed, and die for thee, and will He 
now condemn thee ? Was He judged and condem- 
He ned, and executed in thy Stead, and now will 
11, WH He condemn thee? Hath it coſt Him fo dear to fave 
He WF thee ? And will he now deftroy thee? Hath He 
done the moſt of the Work already, in dias: 
the ¶ preſerving and perfecting thee ? And will He now 
He undo all again? Oh what an unreaſonable Sin is 
teſt MW Unbelief, that will e our Loxy with ſuch 
bis Abſurdities ? Well then, Fellow Chriftians, let the 
or I Terror of that Day be never fo great, our Lord 
[ut WW can mean no Mt to us in all. Let it make the De- 
n vis tremble; and the Wicked tremble; but it ſhall 
'by, make us leap for Joy. And it muſt needs affect us 
ar: Leeply with the Senſe of our Mercy and Happineſs, 
but WF to behold the contrary Condition of others. To fee 
ife, noſt of the World tremble with Terror, while we 
te wiumph with Joy: To ſee them thruſt into Hell, 
We when we are aimed Heirs of the Kingdom; 
ac: to fee our Neighbours that lived in the fame 
n Towns, came to the ſame Congregations, dwelt 
ih in the ſame Houſes, and were eſteemed more hon- 
[t i: 8 Ourable in the World than ourſelves; now fo dif- 
ſerenced from us, and by. the Searcher of Hearts e- 
ternally ſeparated, This, with the great Magnifi- 
cence and Dreadſulneſs of the Day, doth the Apoſ- 
tle pathetically expreſs, in 2 T. i. 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10. [tis righteous with Gop to recompence Tribula- 
unto them that trouble you ; and to you who are = 
Bled, 
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| bled, Reft with us; when the Lox D JesUs ſhall be 
revealed from Heaven with bis mighty Angels, in fla- 
ming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not 
Gop, and obey not the Geſfel of aur Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; » who ſhall be f uniſhed with everlaſiing De- 
Nructien from the Preſence of the LokD, and from 
the Glory of bis Power. And now is not here e- 
nough to make that Day a welcome Day, and the 
Thoughts of it delightful to us? But yet there is 
more. We ſhall be fo far from the Dread of 
that Judgment, that ourſelves ſhall become the 
Judges. Chrift will take his People, as it were in- 
to Gmmition with Him; and they ſhall fit and 
approve his righteous Judgment. | 


. Do not know that the Saints ſhall judge the 
Wirld # Na » Knew you not that we ſhall judge An- 
gels ? Surely, were it not the Word of Cbriſi that 
ipeaks it, this Advancement would ſeem incredible, 
yet even Enoch the ſeventh from Adam, propheſied 
of this Saying; Behold the Lox D cometh with Ten 
Thouſand of his Saints, to execute Fudgment upon all, 
and te convince all that are ungodly among them, of 
all their unged'y Deeds, which they have ungodly com- 
mitted; and of all their hard Speeches, which ungod- 
ly Sinners have ſpoke againſt Him, Jude 14. &c. Thus 
ſhall the Saints be honoured, and the Righteous hate 
Dami nion in the Morning. O that the careleſs 
World were but wiſe to confider this, and that they 
 zueuld remember their latter End! That they would 
be now of the ſame Mind, as they will be when 
they ſhall ſee the Heavens paſs away with a Noiſe, 
ard the Elements melt with fervent Heat; the Earib 
alſo, and the Works that are therein be burnt up ! 
When all ſhall be on Fire about their Ears, and all 
earthly Glory conſumed. For the Heavens, and the 
Earth which are now, are reſerved unto Fire againſt 
the Þ ty of Judgment, and Perdition of ungodly Men, 
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Seeing then all theſe Things ſhall be diſſolved, what 
Manner of Perſons ought ye to be in all haly Canver- 
ſation and Godlineſs : 7 er, and haſling to the. 
Coming of the Day of God : Wherein the Heavens he 
ing on Fire, ſhall be diſſolved, and the Elements melt 
with fervent Heat. 


Tux fourth Antecedent to the Saint's Adyvance- 
ment is, their ſolemn Coronation, and receiving 
into the Kingdom. For as Cbriſt, their Head, is 
anointed both King and Prieſt : So under Him are 
his People made unto Gop both Kings and Prieſts: 
To reign, and to offer Praiſes for ever, Rev. v. 10. 
The Crown of Righteouſneſs, which was laid up for 
them, ſhall by the LORD, the righteous Fudge, be given 
them at that Day, 2 Tim. iv. 8. have been 


faithful to the Death, and therefore ſhall receive the 


Crown of Life: And according to the Improve- 
ment of their Talents here, ſo ſhall their Rule and 
Dignity be enlarged. So that they are not digni- 
hed with empty Titles, but real Dominions. For 
Chrift will take them and ſet them down with Himſelf, 
in bis own Throne; and will give them Power over 
the Nations, even as He received of his Father, Aud 
will give them the Morning Star. The Lorp Him- 
ſelf will give them Poſſeſſion with theſe applauding 
Expreſſions; Well done, good and faithful Servant, 
thou haſt been ſaithſul over a few Things, I will make 
thee Ruler over many Things; Enter thou into the Foy 
of thy Lok. And with this ſolemn and bleſſed 

roclamation ſhall He enthrone them; Come ye bleſ- 
ſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the Foundation of the Moria. * Word 
is full of Life and Joy, [Come] This is the holding 
forth of the Golden Scepter; to warrant our Ap- 
proach unto this Glory. Come now as near as you 
will: Fear not the Beth/bemites Judgment: For the 
Enmity is utterly taken away. This is not ſuch a 
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as we were wont to hear, Come tate up your. 
625 and follow My: Tho' that hi 7 L 
this much more. ¶ T hee Bleſſed indeed 
that Mouth ſhall fo. pronounce us. For. Gy the the 
World hath accounted us accurſed, yet certainly 
thoſe that He 2 are bleſſed : And thoſe whom 
He curſeth, only, are curſed: And his Blefling ſhall 
not be erf, 10 He hath bleſſed us, 9.7 we 
ſhall be bleſſed.” 130 my. Father)  Blefſed in the 
Father's. Love, as well as the Son's: For They are 
One: The Father hath teſtified his Love, in end. 
ns Ori, 1 THE Ranſom; as the Son hath 
Iſo teſtified, his. [ Inherit] No longer N 
nor Servants only, nor Gen under Age, who 
differ not in P con, but only in the Tit de from 
Servants : But, now we are Heirs of the Kingdom, 
Caheirs with Chriſt. e Kin am} No leſs than 
the Kingdom? Indeed to be ing of Kin and 
Loxp of Lok ps, is our Loxv's own Title : But 
to be Kings and reign. with Him, is ours: The 
Fruition of Fes Kingdom, is as the Fruition of the 
Light of the 4 — hath the whole, and the reſt 


never the leſs. [ Prepared fer you God is the Al- 
ha, as well as the Omega of our Bleſſedneſs. Eter- 
nal Love hath laid the Foundation. He prepared 
the Kingdom, for us, and then, prepared us for the 
Kingdom. This is the Preparation of his Coun- 
ſel: For the Execution whereof Chriſ was yet to 
make a further Preparation. [ Fer you] Not for 
Believers only in general, but for you in particular. 
[From the Foundation e f the IW wid.) Not only from 
the Promiſe after lan s Fall, but Wa Eternity. 


Bur a Difficulty ariſeth in our Way. In what 
Senſe is our Improvement of our Talent, our Well- 


doing, our overcoming, our harbouring, viſiting, 


feeding, Chri? in his little Ones; alledged as a 


Reaſon of our en and Na Is it * 
for: by 


4 : 
oy 7 4 ® 92 


r 


e * 


11 ” 4 ww 


The Saints Everluſting Reſt. 
e putchaſed Poſſeſſion, and mere Fruit Rt 
500 ? If every Man muſt de Judged according to 
yh Works, and receive according to What 3 
have done in the Fleſh, whether God or Evil; if 
God will render to every Man according to bis Deeds, 
Rom. ii. 6, 7. And give eternal Life to all Men, 
if they pleat y ede in Well-doing; if Fe will 
give Right to the Tree of Life, Reb. xxii. 1 
and Entente into the City, to the Dvers of 
Commandments; and if this laſt abſolying Sentence 
be the compleating of our Juſtification, and ſo the 
Doers of the Law be juſtified, Rom. li. 1k Then, 
What is become of Free Grace? Or Juſtification 
by Faith only!? Of the ſole Lechs of * 
to make us accepted ? I Anſwer, 


Ws. Lr not the Names of Men Fore thee one 
or other, nor make thee partial in ſearchi 
A. Truth; Dillike the Men for their unfouft 
Doctrine; but call not Doctrine unſound, becauſe 
5 theirs ; nor ſound becauſe of the Repute of the 
riter. 


2. Know this, That 'as an unhumbled Soul is 
far apter to give too much to Duty and perſonal 
Righteouſneſs, than to Chrift ; ſo an humble, Self- 
denying Chriſtian is as Tikely to err 8n the otlſer 
Hand, in giving leſs to Dd uh Chri/t bath Si- 
ven, a0 5 — All the Lok from Himſelf 'oh 


Chriſt, for Fear 2 4 of the Hundur 
and fo much to lock ar ©% ende 1 4h 
think he ſhould look at niet of in hitrifelf 
apy! Og Pin ph +p,", YRS 

3. Ovn giving es C4! " ab of th "ww 


5 Seriptufe dotb, or rather our bog 


Him out of the Scriptofe-wäy, Uoth' but di 
ind not honour Rum; "nd hore, bir Kr GAR 
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dis Free Grace: While we deny the inward ſanc- 

tifying Work of his Spirit, and extol his free Juſ- 

tiſication, which are equal Fruits of his Merit, we 
make Him an imperfect Saviour. 


4. Bur to arrogate to ourſelves any Part of 
1 is moſt deſperate of all, and 
rine more directly overthrows the Goſpel, | 

Almoſt, than that of Juſtification by the Merits cf 
our own, or by Works of the Law. 


Af thus we have ſeen the Chriſtian ſafely land- 

ed in Patadiſe; and conveyed honourably to his 
Nell. Now let us a little furthe? view thoſe Man- 
Kons, conſider his Privileges, and ſee whether 
there be any Glory like unto this Glory. 


„%%% %%% % %% % %% % %% 
P 
1. Excellenie of our Rol. 


Fountain of the Scriptures what further Ex- 
| ies this Reſt affordeth. And the Loxp hide 
us in the Clefts of the Rock, and cover us with the 
Hands of indulgent Grace, while we approach to 
take this View, 1 


And firſt, it is a moſt finzular |: "Es of the 
Saints's Reſt, to be called the. 6 purchaſed Pe 2 
that it is the Fruit of the Blood of the 
God ;. yea, the chief Fruit: Yea, the End and 
Perfection of all the Fruits of that Blood. ou 

ve 


122 us ſee more immediately from the pure 
ce 


111 > 
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Love is the won prociods Inghecht I the eden 
Compoſitibn; and of all the Flowers that grow 1 
the Garden of Love, can there be brought one 
more ſweet than this Blood? Greater Love than 
this there is not, ts lay dowh the Life of the Lo 
ver. And to have this our Redetmer ever befor 
bur Eyes, ahd the livelieſt Senſe and. Freſheſt Re- 
membrance of that dying bleeding Love wy ok 
but Souls] Oh how will it fill our Souls with pef⸗ 
petual Raviſhments, to think that in the Streams 
of this Blood, we have ſwam through the Violence 
of the World, che Snares of Satan, the Sedice- 
ments of Fleth, the Curſe of. the Law, the Wrath 
of an offended Gob, the Accuſations bf a guilty 
Cotſtience, and the Doubts and Fears bah e 
lieving Heart, and are paſſed through all,. and arri- 
ved fafely at the Breaſt of Gop ! Now We are tus 
jy with vile and ſenſeleſs Hedfts, that can heat 
an the Story of this Love, and read all the Siiffer-. 
ings of Love; and all with Dulneſs, ahd unaf- 
Ged. He cries to us, Bebold and ſee, Ii it ber 
thing ts you, O all ye that paſs by ? Ts there any Hor. 
row like unto my Sorrow ? And we will Nack hear 
or regard the Voice ; or turn * to view the 
Wounds of Him who healed our Wounds at ſo dea 
a Rate. But oh, then dur perfected Souls W. 
feel as well as hear, and with feeling Apprehenhi- 
ens flame in Love for Love. Now we ſet his Pie- 
ture wounded and dying before our Eyes, but can 


nbe- 


get it no nearer our rad N if we believed no- 
bing of what we read. But then when the Ob- 
ſtructions between the Eye and the Underſtanding 
are taken away, and the Paſſage opened between 
the Head and the Heart, ſurely our Eyes will ever- 
laſtingly affect our Heart! And while we view with 
one ye our ſlain revived Lok, and with the o- 
ther Eye our loſt-retovered Sauls, theſe je ws 
will eternally pierce us, and warm our very Souls. 

| E 3 And 
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And thoſe Eyes through which Folly hath ſo often 
Rolen into our Hearts, let in the Love of our dear- 
eſt Loxp for ever. 25 


_ Ws, ſhall then leave theſe Hearts of Stone and 
Rock behind us, and the Sin that here ſo cloſe be- 
ſets us, and the fottiſh Unkindneſs that followed 
-us fo long, ſhall not be able to follow us into Glo- 
ry. But we ſhall behold, as it were, the Wounds 
of Love, with Eyes and Hearts of Love for ever. 
Now his Heart is open to us, and ours ſhut to Him: 
But when his Heart .ſhall be open, and our Hearts 

en, Oh the bleſſed Congreſs that will then be 
hat à paſſionate Meeting is there between our 
new-riſen LorD, and the firſt ſinful Woman that 
He appears to? How doth Love ſtruggle for Ex- 
org ? And the ſtraitned Fire ſhut up in the 

reaſt, ſtrive to break forth? Mary] faith Chrift : 
HMafter | faith Mary! and preſently ſhe claſps about 
his Feet, having her Heart as near to his Heart as 
her Hands were to his Feet. What a Meeting of 
Love then will there be, between the new glorified 
Saint, and the glorious Redeemer? But I am here 
at a Loſs, my Apprehenſions fail me, and fall too 
ſhort. Only this I know, it will be the ſingular 
Praiſe of our Inheritance, that it was bought with 
the Price of that Blood; and the ſingular Joy of 
the Saints, to behold the Purchaſer and the Price, 
together with the Poſſeſſion: Neither will the Views 


' of the Wounds of Love renew our Wounds of Sor- 


row: He whoſe firſt Words after his Reſurrection 
were to a great Sinner, T/oman, why weepe/t thou ? 
Knows how to raiſe Love and Joy by all thoſe 
Views, without raiſing any Cloud of Sorrow. 

a dying Friend deliver but a Token of his Love, 
how carefully do we preſerve it? And till remem- 
ber him when we behold it, as if his own Name 
were written on it? And will not then the Dd 
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and Blood of our Loxp everlaſtingly ſweeten our 
poſſeſſed Glory ? Well then, Chriſtians, as you 
uſe to do in your Books, and on your Goods, to 
write down the Price they coſt you: So on your 
Righteouſneſs, and on your Glary ; Write down 
the Price, The precious loed of Chriſt, TRIED 2 


Ver underſtand this rightly ; Not that this 
higheſt Glory was in the ſtrifteſt Senſe purchaſed, 
ſo as that it was the moſt immediate Effect of 
Chrif's Death: We muſt take heed that we con- 
ceive not of God as a Tyrant, who ſo delighteth 
in Cruelty, as to exchange Mercies for Stripes, 
Gop was never ſo pleaſed with the. Sufferin 5 of 
the Innocent, much leſs of his Son, as to ſelf his 
Mercy properly for their Sufferings. But the Suſt- 
erings of Chri/t were primarily and immediately to 
fatisfy Juſtice and to bear what was due to the 
Sinner, and ſo to reſtore Him to the Life He loſt, 
and the Happineſs he fell from : But this Dignity, 
which furpaſſeth the firſt, is as it were, from the 
Redundancy of his Merit, or a ſecondary Fruit of 
his Death. The Work of his Redemption fo 
well pleaſed the Father, that He gave Him Power 
to adyance his Choſen to a higher Dignity than 
they fell from; and to give them the Glory which 
was given to Himſelf; and all this according to 
the good Pleaſure of his own Will. | 


2. Tt ſecond Pearl in the Saint's Diadem, is, 
that it is Free. This ſeemeth as Pharoab's ſecond 
Kine, to dfvour the former. But the ſeeming Diſ- 
cord, is bift a pleaſing Diverſity which — 2 
the Melod9. Theſe two Attributes purchaſed and 
free, are the two Chains of Gold, which make 
up the Wreath for the Heads of the Pillars in the 
Temple of Gop. It was dear to Chriſt, but free 
to us, When Crit was to buy, Silver and Gold 

8 Was 
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was nothing worth; Prayers and Teats chuld not 
ſumce; nor any 3 his Blood; but 
When we come to buy, Our * is but receiv: 
ino: We have it fteely without Money, and toith- 
but Price. Nor do the Goſpel Conditions make it 
the leſs free; If the. Goſpel-Conditionshatt been 
ſuch as are the Laws, or Payment of the Debt re- 
quired at our Hands; the Freeneſs then were more 
orgy f 25 if Gop — — to us Sin. 
hers, I you will jattsfy ice but for ont of your 
Sins, 2 ils Ap 10 tel,] Bey Have 
deen a hard Condition on but Part, and the Grace 
of the Covenant not ſo free, as our Diſability oth 
require. But if all the Condition be dur Cordial 
Acceptation, ſurely we deſerve not the Name of 
Purchaſers. Thankful accepting of a free At- 
quittance, is no paying of the Debt. IT Life be 
offered to a condemned Man, upon Condition 
er, t 


that he ſhall not reſuſe the O he Fayour is 
never the leſs free. Nay, tho' the Condition 
were, that he ſhould beg, and wait before he have 
his Pardon, and take Him for his Loxp who hath 
thus redeemed him, this is no fatisfying the Jul 
tice of the Law : Efpecially when the Condition 
is alſo given by Gop ; ſurely then here is all free. 
if the Father freely give the Son, and the Son ſtee- 
pay the Debt; and if Gop freely accept that 
ay of Payment, when he might have required 
it. of the. Principal; and if both Father and Son 
freely offer us the putchaſed Life upon thoſe fair 
Conditions; and if they alſo freely ſend the Spi- 
rit to enable us to perſmtm thoſe Conditions, then | 
what is here, that is not free ? Oh the everlaſting 
Admiration that muſt needs ſurprize the Saints to 
think of this Freeneſs ! What did the Lorp' fee 
in me, that He ſhould judge me meet for ſuch a 
State? That I who was but a poor, deſpiſed 
Wretch, mould be clad in the Brightneſs 8 1 
; ory 
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Glory? That I, a filly creeping, Worm, ſhould 
be 29 — to this hi h Dignity | He that durſt 
not lift up his Eyes to .— but ſtood afar off 
ſmiting his Breaſt, and crying, LorD, be merciful to 
me a Sinner: Now to be lifted up to Heaven him 
ſelf! He who was wont to write his Name in 
Bradford's Style, The unthankful, the hard: hearted, 
the umworthy Sinner | And was wont to admire that 
Patience could bear ſo long, and Juſtice ſuffer 
him to live: Sure he will admire at this Altera- 
tion, when he ſhall find by Experience, that Un- 
worthineſs could not binder his Salvation, which 
he thought would have bereaved him of every 


Mercy. Ah Chriſtian, there is no Talk of our 


Worthineſs or Unworthineſs. If Worthineſs were 
our Condition for Admittance, we might ſit down 
with St. John, and weep, Becauſe none in Heaven 
or Earth is found worthy. But the Lion of the Tribe 
25 is worthy, and hath prevailed; and by that 

itle muſt 20e hold the Inheritance. We ſhall offer 
there the Offering that David refuſed, even Praiſe 
for that which coſt us nothing. Here our Commil- 
ſon runs, Freely ye have received, Freely give. But 
Chrift hath dearly received, - yet freely gives. Yet 
this is not all. If it were only for nothing, and 
without our Merit, the Wonder were great: But 
it is moreover againſt our Merit, and againſt our 
long Endeavouring our own Ruin. The broken 
Heart that hath known the Deſert of Sin, doth 
both underſtand and feel what I fay ! What an 
aſtoniſhing Thought it will be, to think of the un- 
meaſurable Difference between our Deſervings, 
and our Receivings ! Between the State we ſhould 
have been in, and the State we are in] To look 
down upon- Hell, and ſee the vaſt Difference, that 
Free Grace hath made betwixt us and them] To 
ſee the Inheritance there, which we were born to, 
lo different from that which we are N 
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'Oh, What _ of Love will it cauſe within us, 
to think, r was the Place that Sin would 
have droug y — to; but this is it that 1 5 hath 
drought me to. Vonder Death was the Wages of 
my Sin; but this eternal Life is the Gift 7 0b, 
"through. "Fefus Chri/t my 22 Doubtleſs this 
will be our everlaſting Admiration, that fo rich: 
"Crown ſhould fit the Head of fo vile a Sinner! 
That ſuch high Advancement, and fuch long Un. 
fruitfulneſs and Unkindneſs can be the State of the 
fame Perſons! And that ſuch vile Rebellions can 
"conclude in ſuch 'moſt precious nous ys ! But no 
Thanks to us; nor to any bf our Duties and La- 
%ours, much leſs to our Weglects and Lazineſt; 
we know to whom the Praiſe is due, and muſt de 
given for ever. And indeed to this very End it 
Was, that infinite Wiſdom did caſt the whole De- 
Yign of Man's Salvation into the Mould of PUR- 
ASE and FREENESS, that the Love and 
Joy of Man might be perfected, and the Honour 
f Grace moſt highly advanced; that the Thought 
of Merit might neither cloud the one, nor obſtru 
the other; and that on theſe two "Hinges the 
Antes of Heaven might turn. 80 then let kn 
SERVED | be written on the Door of Hell, but 
un the Door of Heaven and * 1 THE FREE- 
GIFT) 


A T?RD comfortable Adjunct of this REft is, 
That it is the Fellowthip of the blefſed Saints and 
Angels of God. Not fo ſingular will the Chrif- 
tun be, 28 to be (oli ough'it de proper to 
the Saints only, yet is it common to Af the Saints, 
For what is it, but an Aﬀocistion of Vieffea'Spirits 
in Gop? A Corporation of petfeaead Saints, 
whereof Chi is the Head ? The Communion of 
Saints compleated ? For thofe that have praye 
and faſted, and wept, and watched, and Waj 

together; 
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ogether ; no to enjoy, and praiſe together, me- 
hinks ſhould much advance their Pleaſure. - He 
ho mentioneth the Qualifications of our Happi- 
eſs, of purpoſe that our Joy may be full, and 
aketh ſo oft mention of our Conjunction in his 
Praiſes, ſure doth hereby intimate to us, that this 
ill be ſome. Advantage to our Joys. Certain 
Lam of this, Fellow-Chriſtians, that as we, have 
deen together in the Labour, Duty, Danger and 
Diſtreſs, ſs ſhall we be in the great Recompence; 
and as we have been ſcorned and deſpiſed, ſo ſhall 
e be crowned- and honoured together; and we 
ho have gone through the Day of Sadneſs, ſhall 
enjoy together that Day of Gladneſs. And thoſe. 
ho have been with us in Perſecution and Priſon, 
mall be with us alſo in that Palace of Confolation.. 
When I look in the Faces of the People, of Gop, 
aud believingly think of this Day, what a refreſh-. 
ng Thought is it? Shall we not there remember 
our Fellowſhip in Duty, and in Sufferings ? How 
oft our Groans made as it were one Sound, our 
Tears but one Stream, and our Defires but one 
Prayer? And now all our Praiſes ſhall make up 
one Melody; and all our Churches one Church; 
and all durſetves but one Body: For we ſhall be one 
in Chri/t, even as He and the Father are one. It 
is true, we muſt be very careful that we look not 
for that in the Saints, which is alone in Chris, and 
that we give them not his Prerogative; nor expect 
ioo great a Part of our Comfort in the Fruition of 
is, chem: We are prone enough to this Kind of Idola - 
nd ry. But yet He who commands us fo to love 
if- them now, will give us Leave in the ſame Subor- 
"to Wdnation to Himſelf to love them then, when Him- 
| ſelf hath made them much more lovely. And if 
we may love them, we ſhall ſurely rejoice in them; 
for Love cannot fland without an anſwerable Joy. 
if the Fore-thought of fitting down with Abraham, 
Pot Gt 4 | 72 2 6 
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Iſaac, Jacob, and all the Prophets in the Kingdom 
of Gop, may be our lawful Joy; then how much 
more that real Sight, and actual Poſſeſſion? It 
cannot chuſe but be comfortable to me to think of 
that Day, when I ſhall join with Moſes in his 
Song, with David in his Pſalms of Praiſe ; and 
with all the Redeemed in the Song of the Lamb for 
ever. When we ſhall ſee Enoch walking with Gop; 
Neah enjoying the End of his Singularity ; 7oſep 
of his thn We Job of his Patience; Hezehiah 
of his Uprightneſs : and all the Saints the End of 
their Faith. O happy Day, when I ſhall depart 
out of this Crowd and fink, and go to that ſame 
Council of Souls ! I know that Chrift is All in All, 
and that it is the Preſence of Gop that.maketh 
Heaven to be Heaven. But yet it much \weet- 
neth the Thoughts of that Place to me, to rechem- 
ber that there are ſuch a Multitude of my moſt 
dear and precious Friends in Chrift : 17th whom [ 
took ſiueet Counſel, and with whom I went up to the 


Houſe of Gop, who walked with me in the Fear of 


God, and Integrity of their Hearts: In the Face of 
whoſe Converſations, there was written the Name 
of Chri/t; whoſe ſenſible Mention of his Excel- 
lencies hath made my Heart to burn within me. 
To think ſuch a Friend that died at ſuch a Time, 
and ſuch a one at another Time, and that all theſe 
are entred into Reſt; and we ſhall ſurely go to 
them. It is a Queſtion with ſome, Whether we 
ſhall know each other in Heaven or no? Surely, 
there ſhall no Knowledge ceaſe which now we 
have ; but only that which implieth our Imperfec- 
tion. And what Imperfection can this imply! 
Nay our preſent Knowledge ſhall be increaſed be- 
yond Belief: It ſhall indeed be done away, but a3 
the Light of Stars is done away by the Riſing of 
the Sun; which is more properly a doing away 
of our Ignorance than of our Knowledge ; indeed 
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we ſhall not know each other after the Fleſh; 
but by the Image of Cbriſt, and ſpiritual Relation, 
and former Faithfulneſs in improving our Talents, 
beyond Doubt, we ſhall know and be known. 
Nor is it only our old Acquaintance, but all the 
Saints !of all Ages, whoſe F aces in the Fleſh we 
never ſaw, whom we ſhall there both know, and 
comfortably enjoy. Yea, and Angels as well as 
Saints, will be our bleſſed Acquaintance. Thoſe 
who now are willingly miniſtring Spirits for our 
Good, will willingly then be our Companions in 
Joy for the 55 our Good: And they 
who had ſuch Joy in Heaven for our Converſion, 
will gladly rejoice with us in our Glorification, 
I think, Chriſtian, this will be a more honourable 
Aſſembly, than ever you have beheld ; and a more 
happy Society than you were ever of before. Then 
we ſhall truly ſay, as David, I am a Companion of 
all them that fear Thee : When we are come to Mount 
Sion, and to the City of the Living GoD, the Hea- 
ven Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable Company 4 
f Angels : To the General Aſſembly, and Church of t 
me By Firft-born, which are written in Heaven, and to 
el Gop the Fudge of all, and to the Spirits of juſt Men 
de. made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the New 
ne, Wi Covenant. So then I conclude. This is one fingu- 
ele ¶ lar Excellency of the Reſt of Heaven, That we are 
to By Fellow-Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houſhold 
we BW of Gop. 


we 4. ANOTHER excellent Property of our Reſt 
*C- will be, that the Joys of it are immediately from 
„God. He ball ſee 7 Face to Face; and ſtand 
de continually in his Preſence ; and ovens, ae, de- 
3 Wrve our Life and Comfort immediately from Him 
of WW Whether Gop will make Uſe of any Creatures for 
ay WW our Service then; or if any, of what Creatures, 
el and what Uſe; is more than ! yet know : But it 
we Vol XXXVII, * 4727" 
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& certain, that at leaſt, gur greateſt Joys Will de 
Immedate, if Hot all. Now e Ua Ao ar 
All immediately, dux at the Tecord, or third and, 
of how many Who knows? From the Earth, from 
Man, from Jun and Moon, from the Influence of 
e Planets, from the Miniftration of Angels, and 
m the Spirit of Chi; and doubtleſs, the far- 
ther the Stream runs from the Fountain, the more 
Impute it is. It rs ſome Defilement from 
every unclean Channel it pafſerh through. Tho 
it favours not in the Hand of Angels, of the Im. 
perfection of Sinners, yet it doch of the Traper- 
feckion of Crratures; and as it comes from Man, 
it ſavours of both. How quick and piercing is the 
Word in itſelf? Yet many Times it never enters, 
being managed by a feeble Arm. ' O'what Weight 
and Worth is there in every Pa of the bleſſed 
Goſpel? Enotgh, one would'think, to enter and 
Forte the dulleſt Sou, and whohly poſfefs it 
Thoughts and Affections; and yet how oft doth 
it drop as Water upbn a Stone? The Things of 
Gop which we handle, are divine: But our Man- 
ner of Handling is human: And there is little of 
none that ever we touch, but we leave the Print 
18 Fi 7 us; but if Gon "ſhould 

ak this Word Himſelf, it would be a piercing, 
melting Word indeed. 


Ir an Angel from Heaven ſhould preach the 
Goſpel, yet could he not deliver it — 2 
Its Glory; much Tefs we who never ſaw what they 
Who bave ſeen, and keep this Treafure in earthen 
Veſtels. The "Comforts that flow through Ser. 
mons, Sacraments, a. Conference, and 
Creatures, ate but half Comforts ; in Com Jariſon 
of thoſe which the Almighty ſhall fpeak with his 
own Mouth, and reach forth with his own Hand. 
The Chriſtian knows by Experience now, 5 
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his moſt immediate yp 2 his we en 


which haye leaſt of 
— . Tin ee 8 
Ohriſtians who are much in fecret Prayer 
yl Meditation are Men of greateſt Life; . 
they are nearer the Well: head, and have all more 
immediately from 3 Himſelf, And that cop 
cejve the Reaſonalſo, why we are mary ue 
ed to thoſe ſecret Duties, and can eaſier 
Hearts to hear, and read, than to ſecret 3 2 
Self- Examination, and Meditation ; becauſe in — 
former is more of, Man, and in theſe we approa 
the Lox alone, and our Natures draw back fr fr 
the moſt ſpiritual Duties. Not that we Cop 
therefore caſt off the other, and neglect any Or- 
dinance of GD: To ive above them, while WE 
uſe them, is the Way of a Chriſtian. But to * 
above Ordinances - to live without them, i 
hve without the Government of Chri/t, It is 
we ſhall have Light without a Candle; and a per 
petual Day without the Sun: For the City hath up 
Need of the Sun, neither the Mon N in it 
for the Glory of Co tighten it, 1 
1s the Light thereof, Rev. xxl. 23. Nay, There /ha 
be no Night there, and they need no Candle, nor Light 
of the Sun, for the Logo Go giveth them Li 
222 reign far ever and ever. We 
have Reft without —— 791 be | kept from 
Cold without our Cloathi ed ng 3h 4s" 
leaves to hide our r 8. . . Gop b wil d 
Reſt, and Chi our as, and Shame and 
Sin will ceaſe: together. e ſhall then have 
Health without Phyſick, and Vene mou the 
Uſe of ood; for the Loxp Gop will be « 
Strength, and the Light of bis Countenance Wi 
be Health to aur Souls, and Matrom to gur Bones. 


We ſhall then (and never will then) ba 
due Uadertaddiag; — ehe aa, 
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governed without a written Law. For the Loxp 
will perfect his Law in our Hearts, and we ſhall 
be all perſectly taught of Gop; his own Will 
ſhall be our Law, and his own Face ſhall be our 
Light for ever. We ſhall then have Communion 
without Sacraments, when Chr:/? ſhall drink with 
us of the Fruit of the Vine new, that is, refreſh 
us with the comforting Wine of immediate Frui- 


tion, in the Kingdom of his Father. 


5. A FURTHER Excellency of this Reſt is this; 
it will be a ſuitable Reſt : Suited, 1. To our Na- 
tures. 2. To our Deſires. 3. To our Neceſſities. 


1. To our Natures. If Suitableneſs concur not 
with Excellency, the beſt Things may be bad to 
us: For it is not that which makes Things good 
in themſelves, to be to us. In our Choice of 
Friends, we oft paſs by the more excellent, to 
chuſe the more ſuitable. Every Good agrees not 
with every Nature. The choiceſt Dainties which 
we feed upon ourſelves, would be to our Beaſts, as 
an unpleaſing, ſo an inſufficient Suſtenance, 


© Now here is Suitableneſs and Excellency con- 


joined. The new Nature of the Saints doth ſuit 


their Spirits to this Reſt : And indeed their Holi- 
neſs is nothing elſe but a Spark taken from this E- 
lement, and by the Spirit of Chris kindled in their 
Hearts, the Flame whereof, as mindful of its Di- 
vine Original, doth ever mount aloft, and tend to 
the Place from whence it comes. Gold and earthly 
Glory, temporal Crowns and Kingdoms, could 
not make a Reſt for Saints. As they were not re- 
deemed with fo low a Price, ſo neither are they 
endued with ſo low a Nature. As Gop will have 
from them a Spiritual Worſhip, ſuitable to his own 


+ 
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| wal Reſt ſuitable to his Peoples Spirit 


which are ſpiritual, are of his own planting, and 
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Spiritual Being; fp will He Wore th ane 


A Heaven of the Knowledge of Gon, and his 
(ir; and » dehghel Complacency in ee 


twal Love, and —— A the Fruition 
our GOD, a = of his — Praiſes; 
his is a Heaven for a Ru . 

_— to a Spiritual — the we ſhall live 


our Element. We are now as the Fich in ſome 
fall. Veſſel of Water, that bath only ſo much as 
will keep him alive: But what is that to the full 
Ocean? We have a little Air let in to ue, to af» 
ford us breathing: But what is to the ſweek 
and freſh Gales upon Mount Sen? We have a 
Beam of the Sun to lighten our ackos any 
warm Ray to keep us from freezing: But 
＋ live in its Light, and be revived by is Hex 
ever. 


2. Ir is ſuitable to the Deſires of the Saints : For 
ſuch as is their Nature, ſuch are their Deſires ; and 
ſuch as their Deſixes, ſuch will be theit Reſt. Indeed, 
we have now. a mixed Nature; and from contrary 
Principles, ariſe contrary Deſires. But it is the 
Deſires of our renewed which this 1 
ſuited to. Whilſt our Deſires remain corrupt and 
miſguided, it is a far greater Mercy to deny, yea, 
to deſtroy them, than to fatisfy them: But thoſe 


He will ſurely water them, and give the Inc 
He quiekned our Hunger and Thirſt for Righteo 
neſs, that He might make us happy in a full * 


ion. 


1 this is a Roſt after. thy REL 
it containeth all that thy Heart can wiſh, 


that 
which:thou longeſt for, jay fer, laboureſt . 
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there thou ſhalt find it all. Thou hadſt rather 
have Gop in Chrift, than all the World; why, 
there thou ſhalt have Him. Deſire what thou 
canſt, and aſk what thou wilt, as a Chriſtian, and 
it ſhall be given thee; not only to half of the 
Kingdom, but to the Enjoyment of both Kingdom 
and King. This is a Life of Deſire and Prayer; 
but that is a Liſe of Satisfaction and Enjoyment. 


3. Tr1s Reſt is ſuitable to the Saints Neceſſities 
alſo,” as well as to their Natures and Deſires. It 
contains whatſoever they truly wanted ; not ſup- 
lying them with groſs created Comforts, which, 
ke Saul*'s Armour on David, are more Burthen 
than Benefit : But they ſball there have the Benefit 
without the Burthen; and the pure Spirits extracted 
(as it were) ſhall make up their Cordial, without 
the Mixture of any droſſy or earthy Subſtance. It 
was Chrift, and perfect Holineſs, which they moſt 


needed, and with theſe ſhall they be ſupplied. 
I. AxoTHER Excellency of our Reſt will be 


this, That it will abſolutely perfe& and compleat; 
and this both in the Sincerity and Univerſality of it. 
We ſhall then have Joy without Sorrow, and Reſt 
ithout Wearineſs: As there is no Mixture of our 
rruption with our Graces, ſo no Mixture of 
Sufferings with our Solace: There is none of thoſe 
Waves in that Harbour, which now toſs us up and 
down. To-day we are well, To-morrow fick ; 
To- day in Efteem, To- morrow in Diſgrace; To- 
day we have Friends, To-morrow none: Nay, 
we have Wine and Vinegar in the ſame Cup. If 
Revelations ſhould raiſe us up to the third Heaven, 


the Meſlenger of Satan muſt preſently buffet us: 


But there is none of this Inconſtancy in Heaven. 
If perfect Love caſt out Fear; then perfect Joy 
muſt needs caſt out Scrrow, and perfect 
* i exclude 
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exclude all the Relicks of - Miſery. There will be 
an univerſal perfecting of all our Parts and Powers, 
and an univerſal Removal of all our Evils. And 
though the poſitive: Part be the ſweeteſt, and that 
which draws the other after it, even as the riſing 
of the Sun excludes the Darkneſs ; yet is not the: 
negative Part to be ſlighted, even our Freedom 
from ſo many and great Calamities. Let us there- 
fore look over theſe more punctually, and ſee what 
it is that we ſhall there reſt from. In general, it 
is from all Evil. Particularly, Fi, from Sin. 
Secondly, Suffering. 


Firſt, IT excludeth nothing more directly than 
Sin; whether original, and of Nature; or actual, 
and of Converſation : For there entereth nothing that 
defileth, nor that worketh Abomination, nor that mak- 
th a Lye. What Need Chri/t have died, if Hea- 
ven could have contained imperfe&t Souls? For to 
this End came He into the World, that He might put 
away the Works 4 the Devil. His Blood and Spirit 
have not done all this, to leave us after all, defiled. 
For what Communion hath ' Light with Darkneſs ? 
And what Fellowſhip hath Chriſt with Belial ? He 
that hath prepared for Sin the Torments of Hell, 
will never admit it into the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven. 
Therefore, Chriſtian, never fear this: If thou be 
once in Heaven, thou ſhalt fin no more. Is not 
this glad News to thee, who haſt prayed, and 
watched, and laboured againſt it ſo long? I know, 
if it were offered to thy Choice, thou wouldſt ra- 
ther chuſe to be freed from Sin, than to be: made 
Heir of the World. Thou ſnalt have thy Deſire: 
That hard Heart, thoſe vile Thoughts, which thou 
couldſt no more leave behind thee, than leave thyſelf 
behind thee, ſhall be now left behind for ever. If 
they accompany thee to Death, they cannot 'pro- 
ceed a Step further. Thy Underſtanding ſhall ne- 

; | ver 
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ver more be troubled with Darkneſs : 
and Error are inconſiſtent with this Li Now 
thou walkeſt like a Man in the T wili ever a- 
fraid of being out of the Way: But then, mill al 
Zr 


ings fully opened. 


- O wnar would we give to know cleatly all the 
bo en roger ine of Redemption, 
ton, of - the Nature of Grace, of the 
| Divine Attributes! What would we give to ſce all 
dark Scriptures made plain, to ſee all ſeeming 
Contradictions reconciled! Why, when Glory hath 
taken away the Veil from our Eyes, all this will 
he known in a Moment; r then fee clearly 
into all the Controverſies about Doctrine or Diſci- 
pline that now us. The pooreſt Chriſtian 
4 AS a more perfect Divine, than any 
is here e are now through our ce ſub- 
jeR to ſuch Mutability, that in Points not ſunda- 

mental, we change as the Moon : But when once 
our Ignorance is perfectly healed, then - ſhall we 
be ſettled, reſolved . then ſhall our Reproach I" 

be taken from us, and we hall never our þ 
Judgment more. Our u e now doth lead s 

3 dard Libict: of cout zee that 0 

Brethren, to the 1 N 
el 

1 

Ir 
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to the ſcandalizing of others, and weakeni 

ſelves. How many a faithful Soul is ſ. into 
Error! Loth they are to ert, GoD knows; and 
therefore read and pray, and yet err ſtill. And in WW” 
leſſer and 4B, N . how can it . * 
therwiſe 7 th 


Can Weeds ht void of Learning 
and Strength of Parts, unſtudied and untaught, 
mould at = firſt Onſet know thoſe Truths, which 


they are a moſt incapable of knowing at all? — 
13 e 
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the greateſt Divines of cleareſt Judgment acknow- 
edge ſo much Difficulty, that they could almoſt 
find in their Hearts, ſometimes to profeſs them 
quite beyond their Reach? But O that happy ap- 
proaching Day, when Error ſhall vaniſh away for 
ever, when our Underſtanding ſhall be filled with 
Gop Himſelf, whoſe Light will leave no Darkneſs 
in us! His Face ſhall be the Scripture, where we 
ſhall read the Truth: And Himſelf, inſtead of 
Teachers and Counſels, to perfect our Underſtand- 
ings, and acquaint us with Himſelf, No more 
Error, no more Scandal to others, no more Diſ- 
quiet to our own Spirits, no more miſtaken Zeal 
for Falſhood. Many a good Man hath here in his 
miſtaken Zeal, been a Means to deceive and per- 
vert his Brethren ; and when he ſees his own Er- 
ror, canriot again tell how to undeceive them: But 
there we ſhall all conſpire in one Truth, as being 
one in Him who is the Truth, s 


AND as we ſhall reſt from all the Sin of our Un- 
derſtandings, ſo of our Wills, Affection and Con- 
verſation; We ſhall no more retain this rebelling 
Principle, which is ſtill withdrawing us from Gop. 
We ſhall no more be oppreſſed with the Power of 
our Corruptions, nor vexed with their Preſence: 
No Pride, Paſſion, Slothfulneſs, Senſeleſſneſs ſhall: 
enter with us; no Strangeneſs to Gop, and the 
Things of Gop; no Coldneſs of Affections, nor 
Imperfection in our Love; no uneven Walking, 
nor grieving of the Spirit; no ſcandalous Action, 
or unholy Converſation : We ſhall reſt from all 
theſe for ever. Then ſhall our Underſtandings re- 
ceive their Light from the Face of Gon, as the 
full Moon from the open Sun: Then ſhall our 
Wills correſpond to the Divine Will, as Face an- 
wers Face in 4a Glaſs; and his Will ſhall be 
our Law and Rule, from which —— 
2 werve 
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ſwerve again. I conclude therefore: with the Word, 
next my Text, He that is entered into bis Refl, hath 
ceaſed from his own Warks, 4. Gon from His. 80 
that there is a perfect Reſt from Sin, 


| Ir is a perſect Reſt from Suffering, 
When. the-Cauſc is gone, the Effect ceaſeth, Our 
Sufferings were but the Conſequents of our Sinning, 
and here they both ſhall ceaſe together. 


1. Wiz ſhall reſt from all the Temptations of 
Satan, What a Grief is it to a Chriſtian, though 
he yield nat to the Temptation, yet to be ſtill fol- 
licited to his Load? That ſuch a Thought 
S 
t ing that is is ſtill di 
fuading him from it, diſtracting him in it, or dif- 
gouraging, him after it? What a Torment, as well 
as a Temptation is it, to have ſuch horcid Motions 
made to his Soul? Sometime cruel Thoughts of 
Gop; ſometime undervaluing Thoughts of Chrift; 
ſometi evi ts of Scripture; ſome- 
tine injurious Thoughts of Providence: To be 
tempted ſometime to turn to preſent Things; ſome- 
time to play with the Baits of Sin; ſometime to 
venture on the Delights of the Fleſh ; and ſome- 
time to Atheiſm itſell? Eſpecially, when we know 
the Treachery of our own Hearts, that they are 4 
Tinder, ready to take Fire, as ſoon as one of theſe 
Sparks ſhall fall upon them: But when the Day of 
aur Deliverance comes, we ſhall fully reſt from 
theſe Temptations: Satan is then bound up, the 
Time of tempting is done; the Time of Torment 
to himſelf, and his conquered Captives, is then 
came; andthe viQorieus Sainte ral have Triumph 
from Temptation. Now we walk among bis Snates, 
and are in Danger to be circumvented with bs 
Wiles: But then we are quite above * 
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He hath Power here to tempt us in the Wildetneſa, 
but ho entefeth not the Holy City: He may ſet us 
on the Pinacle of the Temple in the earthly Fora 


falrm, but the new Foruſalrm' he may not approach. 


Perhaps he bring us to an exceeding high 
— — Mount Sion, and City of the 
living Gop, he cannot aſtend. Or if he ſhould, 
yet ah the Kingdoms of the World, and the 
of them, will be but à poor Bait to the Soul whi 
is poſſeſſed of the Kingdom of our LoR HD. 


2. Ws ſhall reſt from all our Femptati 
which we now from the World and the 
Fleth, as well as Satan: And that is a Number in- 

e. O che hourly Dangers that we here 
walk in! Every Senſe is a Snare; every Member 
a Snare; every Creature a Snare; every Merey'a 
Snare; and every Duty a Snare to us. We can 
fearce open our Eyes, but we are in Danger: If 
we behold them above us, we are in Danger of 
Envy: If we ſee ſumptuous Buildings, pleaſant 
Habitations, Honour and Riches, we are in Dan- 
ger to be drawn away with covetous Defires: If 
the Rags and Beggary of others, we are in Danger 
of gm. wn. hts' or Unmercifulneſs : 
If we ſee Beauty, it is a Bait to Luſt ; if Deformi- 
ty, to Loathing and Diſduin. We can ſcarcely 
hear a Word ſpoken, but contains to us Matter of 
Temptation. How ſoon do ſlanderous Reports, 
vain Jeſts, or wanton Speeches creep into the 
Heart? How ftrong and prevalent a Temptation is 
our Appetite? And how conſtant and ſtrong a 
Watch doth it require? Have we Comeline(s and 
Beauty? What Fuel for Pride? Are we deformed? 
What an Occaſion of Repining? Have we Strength 
of Reaſon, and Learning? O how hard is it not to 
be puffed up? To hunt after Applauſe? To deſpiſe 
our Brethren? Are we unlearned, of 9 
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and ſlender Parts? How apt then to deſpiſe what 
we have not? And to undervalue that which we 
do not know not? And to err with Confidence, 
becauſe of our Ignorance? And if Conceitedneſs 
and Pride do but ſtrike in, to become a zealous 
Enemy to Truth, and a leading Troubler of the 
Church's Peace, under Pretences of Truth? Are 
we Men of Eminency and Authority ? How ſtro 
is our Temptation to ſlight our Brethren? To =s 


our Truſt? To ſeek ourſelves? To ſtand upon our 


Honour and Privileges ? To forget ourſelves, our 
poor Brethren, and the publick Good? How hard 
to devote our Power to his Glory, from whom we 
have received it? How prone to make our Wills 


our Law? Are we Inferiors? How prone to grudge | 


at others Preheminence ? And to bring their Ac- 
tions to the Bar of our Judgment? Are we rich, 
and not too much exalted ? Are we poor, and not 
diſcontented ? Do we ſet upon Duty? They are 
Snares too: Either we are ſtupid and lazy, or reſt 
on them, and turn from Chriſt. In a Word, not 
one Word that falls from the Mouth of a Miniſter 
and Chriſtian, but is a Snare ; nor a Place we come 
into, nota Word that our Tongues ſpeak, not any 
Mercy we polleſs, nor a Bit we put into our 
Mouths, but they are Snares; not that Gop hath 
made them ſo, but through our own Corruption 
they become ſo to us. So that what a ſad Caſe are 
we in? Eſpecially they that diſcern them not ? For 
it is almoſt impoſſible they ſhould eſcape them. 
It was not for nothing that our Lord cries out, 
What I ſay to one, I ſay to all, Watch. We are 
like the the Lepers at Samaria, If we go into the 

_ there is nothing but Famine ; if we ſit ſtiil, we 
periſh. | | 


Bur for ever bleſſed be omnipotent Love, which 


ſaves us out of all theſe, and make our Straits = 
| 8 
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The Saints Everlaſting Reſt, 7 
the Advantages of the Glory of his Grace! And 
bleſſed be the Lok p, who hath not given our Souls 


for a Prey Our Soul is eſcaped as a Bird put of the 


Snare of the Fowler ; the Snare is broken, and we 
are eſcaped. Now, our Houſes, our Cloaths, our 
Sleep, .our Food, our Phylick, our Father, Mo- 
ther, Wife, Children, Friends, Goods, Land 


ate all ſo many Temptations; and ourſelves the 
| greateſ® Snare to ourſelves: But in Heaven, the 


nger and Trouble is over; there is nothing but 


what will advance our-Joy. - Now every Compa- 


nion is beckoning us to Sin, and we can ſcarce 
tell how to ſay them nay: But our Reſt will free 
us from all theſe. As. Satan hath no Entrance 
there, ſo neither any Thing to ſerve his Malice 
but all Things there with us conſpire the Praiſes of 
our great Delivercr. | ta 


3- AND as we reſt from the Temptations; fo 
alſo from all Abuſes and Perſecutions which we 
ſuffer at the Hands of wicked Men. We ſhall be 
ſcorned, derided, impriſoned, baniſhed by them no 
more; the Prayers of the Souls under the Altar 
will then be anſwered, and Gop will avenge their 
Bliad on theſe that dwell on the Earth. This is the 
Time for crowning with "Thorns, buffeting, ſpit- 
ting on: That is the Time for crowning with 
Glory. Now the Law is decreed on, That tubeſo- 
ever will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, Mall ſuffer Per- 


ſecutions : Then they that ſuffered with Him, ſhall 


be glorified with Him. Now we muſt be hated of 
all Men for Chriſt's Name Sate Then will Chriſt 
be admired in his Saints that were thus hated, We 
are here as the Scorn and Off-ſcouring of all 
Things; as Men ſet up for a Gazing-Stock to An- 
gels and Men, even for Signs and Wonders amo 
profeffing Chriſtians ; they put us out of their Sy- 
nagogues, and caſt out our Name as evil, and ſe- 
. XXXVH. G parate 
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arate us from their Company: But we ſhall then 
as much gazed at for our Bier 150 the will 
be ſhut out of the Church of the K. 
rated from us, whether they will 5 "I "The 
'now think it flrange that toe Fa. not with them to all 
Exceſs of Riot: will then think more ſtrange 
that they ran not with us in the deſpiſed Was of 
'Gop. We can ſcarce now pray in our Families, 
or ſing Praiſes to Gop; but our Voice is a Ven. 
tion to them: How muſt it torment them then, to 
ee us praiſing and rejoicing, while they are bowl 
ns and lamenting? | 


BRETHREN, you that how can, attempt no 
Wok of Gop without Reſiſtance, and find you 
muſt either loſe the Love of the World, and your 


outward Comforts, or elſe the Love of Gov, and | 


your eternal Salvation: Conſider, you ſhall in Hea- 
ven have no diſcouraging Company, nor any but 
who will further your Work, and gladly join Heart 
and Voice with you in your everlaſting Joy and 
Praiſes, Till then, Pope Fg Souls in Patience: 
Bind all Reproaches as a Crown to your Heads; 
eſteem them greater Riches 55 the World's Tres 
. ſure: Account it Matter of ' Foy, when fall int 
Tribulation. You have ſeen, that our Go is able 
to deliver us; but this is nothing to our final De- 
liverance : He will recompence Tribulation to then 
that troutle you 3 and to you that are may Reſt 
with Chriſt. 


4. We ſhall then alſo Reſt from all our fad Di- 
"viſions, and unchriſtian Quarrels with one another. 
As he ſaid, who ſaw the Carkaſſes lie together, 

as if they had embraced each other, who had been 
- Nain by each other in a Duel: How loving) 
% do they embrace one another, who perilhed 
_* thro? their mutual Enmity !” So, how loving! 
n | , 
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Jo Thouſands live together in Heaven, who lived 
in Diviſions on Earth! As he ſaid, who beheld - 
how quietly and peaceably the Bones and Duſt of 
erg: Enemits did lie together; «© You did not 
« live togethef i peaceabſy: So we may ſay of 
Multitudes in Heaven now all of one Mind, one 
Heart, and one Employment, You lived not on 
Earth in ſo ſweet Familiarity. There is no Con- 
tention, becauſe none of this Pride, Ignorance, or 
other Corruption: Paul and Barnabas are now 
fully reconciled. There they are not every Man 
conceited of his own Underſtanding, and in Love 
with the Iſſue of his own Brain; but all — 
the Divine Perfection, and in Love with God, a 
one another. As old Gryneus wrote to his Friend, 
« If I fee you no more on Earth, yet we ſhall there 
meet, where Luther and Zuinglius are now well 
agreed.” , There is no recording our Brethrens In- 
frmities ; nor raking into the Sores which Chi 
died to heal. There is no plotting to ſtrengthen 
our Party ; nor deep deſigning againſt our Brethren. 


ANnD is it not a Shame and Pity, that our Courſe 
is now ſo contrary ? Surely, if there be Sorrow or 
Shame in Heaven, we ſhall then be both forry and 
aſhamed to look one another in the Face; and to 
remember all this Carriage on Earth, evcn as the 
Brethren of Jeſeph were to bcho!d him, when they 
remembered their former unkind Uſage. Is it not 
enough that all the World is againſt us, but we 
muſt alſo be againſt ourſelves? Did I ever think to 
have heard Chriſtians ſo to reproach and ſcorn 
Chriſtians? And Men profefling the Fear of Gon, 
to make ſo little Conſcience of cenſuring, vilifying, 
and diſgracing one another? O what helliſh Things 
are Ignorance and Pride, that can bring Mens 
Souls to ſuch a Caſe as this! Paul knew what he 
ſaid, when he — that a Novice ſhould 

2 net 
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wot be a Teacher, let being lifted up, all inty 
the Condemnation of the 2 Ti. 110 He 
diſcerned that ſuch young Chriſtians that have got 
but a little ſmattering Knowledge in Religion, lie 
in greateſt Danger of this Pride and Condemnation, 
Who but Paul could have foreſeen that among the 
very Teachers and Governors of fo choice a Church 
as Epheſus, there were ſome that afterwards ſhuuld 
de notorious Sect - Maſters ? That of their own ſelves 
Hen ſhould ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw 
cu Diſciples after them, Acts xx. 30. Who 
then can expect better from any Society now, how 
knowing and holy ſoever? To-day they may be 
unanimous, and joined in Love; and perhaps 
within a few Weeks be divided, and at bitter En- 
mity, through their doting on Queſtions that tend 
not to edify. | 


3. Wr ſhall then reſt from all which we now 
ndergo, by participating with our Brethren in their 
lamities. Alas, if we had nothing upon our- 
ſelves to trouble us, yet what Heart could lay aſide 
. Sorrows, that lives in the Sound of the Church's 
Sufferings ? If Fob had nothing upon his Body to 
diſquict him, yet the Meſſage of his Childrens O- 
verthrow 1 needs grieve the moſt patient Soul. 
cept we are turned into Steel or Stone, and haye 
loſt both Chriſtian and Human Affection, there 
needs no more than the Miſeries of our Brethren 
to fill our Hearts with Sorrows. The Church on 
Earth is a mere Hoſpital; which Way ever we go, 
we hear complaining z and into what Corner ſo- 
ever we caſt our Eyes, we behold Objects of Pity: 
Some groaning under a dark Underſtanding, ſome 
under a ſenſeleſs Heart, ſome Janguiſhing under 
unfruitful Weakneſs, and ſome bleeding for Miſ- 
carriages and Wilfulneſs, and ſome in a Lethargy, 
that they are paſt complaing; ſome crying < of 
| their 
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The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. yy 
their pining Poverty; ſome groaning under Pains 
and Infirmities; and ſome bewailing a whole Ca- 
talogue of Calamities, eſpecially in Days of com- 
mon rang, But our Day of Reſt will free us 
and them, from all this. Now we may enter 
þ many a poor Chriſtian's Cottage, and ſee Poverty 
ſſeſſing and filling all: How much better is that 


g y, when we ſhall ſee them filled with Chrift, 
2 cloathed with Glory, and equal with the greateſt 
g Princes ? 
? Bur a far greater Grief it is to our Spirits, to 
: ſee the Spiritual Miſeries of our Brethren; to ſee 


\ ſuch an one, with whom we took ſweet Counſel, 
F now fallen off to Senſuality, turned Drunkard, 
Worldling, or a Perſecutor, and theſe trying Times 
have given us too large Occaſion for ſuch Sorrows 
to ſee our deareſt Friends turned afide from the 
Truth of Chrift, and confident in the groſſeſt Er- 
rors; to ſee many near us in the Fleſh continue 
their Neglect of Chriſt and their Souls, and nothi 
waken them out of their Security; and to think 
how certainly they ſhall be in Hell for ever, if they 
die in their preſent State: And will it not be a 
bleſſed Nay, when we ſhall reſt from all theſe Sor- 
rows? When the People flall be all righteous, even 
the Work of Gop' Hands, the Branch of his plant= 
ing, that He may be glorified? Thus ſhall we reſt 
from our Participation of our Brethrens Sufferings. 


6. We ſhall reſt from all our perſonal Suffer- 
ings. And though this may ſcem a ſmall Thing 
to thoſe that live in continual Eaſe, and abound in 
all Kind of Proſperity ; yet methinks, to the daily 
afflicted Soul, it ſhould make the Fore- Thoughts 
of Heaven delightful: And I think I ſhall meet 
with few of the Saints, but will ſay, that this is 
their own Caſe. | 
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THOUGH we are reconciled by the Blood of the 
Covenant, and the Price is paid for our full Deli- 
verance ; yet our Redeemer fees it fit to leave this 
Meaſure of Miſery upon us, to mind us of what 
we would elfe forget; to be ſerviceable to his wiſe 
and gracious Deſigns, and advantageous to our full 
and Recovery. As all our Senſes are the In- 
lets of Sin; ſo they are the Inlets of Sorrow. Grief 
creeps in at our Eyes, at our Ears, and almoſt 
every where: It ſeizeth upon our Head, our Hearts, 
our Fleſh, our Spirits: And what Part doth eſcape 
it? Fears devour us, and darken our Delights, as 
the Froſt nips the Buds : Cares feed upon our Spi- 
rits, as the ſcorching Sun doth wither the delicate 
Flowers. Or, if any have fortified his Inwards a- 
gainſt theſe, yet he is naked ſtill without. 


War tender Pieces are theſe duſty Bodies? 
What brittle Glaſſes do we bear about us? And 
how many Thouſend Dangers are they hurried 
through? And how hardly cured, if once crack'd? 
O the Multitude of flender Veins, of tender Mem- 
branes, Nerves, Fibres, Muſcles, Arteries; and 
all ſubject to Obſtructions, Tenſions, Contracti- 
ons, Reſolutions, Ruptures, or one Thing or other 
to cauſe their Grief! Every one is a fit Subject for 
Pain, and fit to communicate that Pain to the 
whole : But Sin, and Fleſh, and Duſt, and Pain, 
will all be left behind together. 


O ru bleſſed Tranquility of that Region, 
where there is nothing but ſwect continued Peace! 
No Succcflion of Joy there, becauſe no Inter- 
miſſion. Our Lives will be but one Joy, as our 
Time will be changed into one Eternity. 0 
healthful Place, where none are fick ! O fortun:te 
Land, where all are Kings! O Place meſt ho'y, 
where all are Pricſts! How fice a State, where 
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none are Servants, ſave to their ſupreme Monarch! 


Our Face ſhall no more be pale or ſad ; our Groans 
and Sighs will be done away; and Gop wife away 
all Tears from eur Eyes. No more paiting of 
Friends, nor Voice of Lamentation heard in our 
Dwellings: No more Breaches, nor Diſproportion 
in our Friendihip, nor any I rouble accompanying 
our Relations: No more Care cf Maſters for Ser- 
vants, or Parents for Children, or Magiſtrates over 
Subjects, or Miniſters over People. O what Room 
can there be for any Evil, where the whole is per- 
ſectly filled with Gop ? Then foall the Ranſomed f 
the LokD return and come to Sion with Songs, ard 
everlaſiing Fey pen their Heads. They ſhall obtain 
Fry and Gladuefs, and Sorrow and Sigbing Hall flee 
away, Iſaiah xxxv. 10. Hold out then a little 
longer, O my Soul; bear with the Infirmitics of 
thine earthly Tabernacle; endure that Share of 
Sorrows, that the Love of thy Father ſhall impoſe; 
ſubmit to his Indignation alſo, becauſe thou haſt 
ſinned againſt Him; it will be thus but a little 
while ; the Sound of thy Redcemer's Feet are even 
zt the Door; and thine own Deliverance nearer 
than many others. And thou who haſt often cried 
in the Language of the Divine Poet, 


Sarrato wes all my Soul; T ſcarce believed, 
"Till Grief did tell me rounaly, that I lived. 


ſhall then feel,” that God and Joy is all thy Soul; 
the Fruition of whom, with thy Freedcm from all 
theſe Sorrows, will more ſweetly, and more feel- 
ingly make thee know, and to his eternal Piaiſe 
acknowledge, that thou liveſt. And thus we ſhall 
relt from all Aſflictions. 


Tux laſt bleſſed Attribute of this Reſt, is, That 
u is an £terrcal Rat. This is the Crown of or 
Crown; 
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Crown ; without which all were comparatively 
nothing, The very Thought of leaving it, would 
embitter all our Joys; and the more, becauſe of 
the ſingular Excellences we muſt forſake. It 
would be a Hell in Heaven, to think of once loſing 
Heaven: As it would be a Kind of Heaven to the 
Damned, had they but Hopes of once eſcaping. 


Ir makes our preſent Life of little Value (were 
it not for the * mer it hath to Eternity) to 
think that we muſt ſhortly lay it down. How can 
we take Delight in an „ Thing when we remem- 
ber how — that Delight would be? But, O 
bleſſed wm © Where our Lives are perplexcd 
with no ſuch Thoughts, nor our Joys interrupted 
with any ſuch Fears! O, what do I ſay when I 
talk of —_—y Can my "ſhallow Thoughts con- 
ceive it? To — bleſſed, and ſo bleſſed! 
Surely this, if any Thing, is the Reſemblance of 
God: Eternity is a Piece of Infiniteneſs. Then, 
O Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, where i- 
thy Vi ary? Days, and Ni + and Years, Time 
and End, and Death, are Words which there have 
no Signification ; ; nor are uſed, except perhaps 
to extol Eternity ; as the Mention of Hell, to ex- 
tol Heaven: All the Years of our Lok p, and the 
Years of our Life, are ſwallowed up and loſt in 
this Eternity. 


Write we were Servants, we held by m__ 
and that but for the Term of tranſitory Life : 
the Son abideth in the Houſe . ever. * . 
Paradiſe in Eden had a out, but none that 
ever we could find, in b But this eternal 
Paradiſe hath a Way i in, (a milky Way to us, but 
a bloody Way to Chri/?) but no Way out again: 
For they that Ber Par eh 7 * hence to you (faith 4. 
brabham) cart : range Phraſe! Would any 
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paſs from ſuch a Place, if they might? Could they 


endure to Le abſent from Gop again cne Hour 
No: But upon Suppoſal they would, yet they 
could not. then, my Soul, let go thy Dreams 
of preſent Pleaſures; and looſe thy Hold of Earth 
and Flcſh. Fear not to enter that Eſtate, Where 
thou ſhalt ever after ceaſe thy Fears. Sit down, 
and ſadly enge a Day tethink thyſelf of this Eter- 
nity: Among all the Arithmetical Numbers, ſtud 
the Value of this infinite Cypher, which e 
it ſtand for nothing in the vulgar Account, doth 
et contain all our Millions, as much leſs than a 
dpd Unit: Lay by the perplexed and contra- 
dicting Chronological Tables, and fix thine Eye 
on this Eternity; and the Lines which remote 
thou couldſt not ſollow, thou ſhalt ſee all together 
here concentred. Study leſs theſe tedious Volumes 
of Hiſtory, which contain but the filent Narration 
of Dreams, and are but the Pictures of the Actions 
of Shadows: And inſtead of all, ſtudy frequently, 
ſtudy n this one Word 1 and 
when thou haſt throughly learned that one Word, 
thou wilt never look on Books again. What! 
Live and never die! ' Rejoice, and ever rcjoice ! 
O, what ſweet Words are theſe! This Word 
[Everla/ting] contains the accompliſhed Perfection 
of our Glory. O that the wicked Sinner would 
but ſoundly ſtudy this Word [ Everlaſting 9 me- 
thinks it ſhould ſtartle him out of his deep Sleep ! 
O that the gracious Soul would believingly ſtudy 
this Word Everlaſting;] methinks it ſhould re- 
vive him in the deepeſt Agony! And muſt I, 
LorD, thus live for ever? Then will I alſo love 
for ever, Muſt my Joys be immortal? And ſhall 
not my Thanks be alſo immortal? Surely, if I 
ſhall never loſe my Glory, I will never alſo ceaſe 
thy Praiſes. If Thou wilt both perfect and perpe- 
tuate me, and my Glory; as I ſhall be Thine, and 
not 
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not mine own, ſo ſhall my Glory be thy Glory 
and as they did take their "Spring from Thee, | ſo 
all ſhall devolve to thee again ; and as thy Glory 
was thine ultimate End in my Glory, ſo ſhall it 
alſo. be mine End, when Thou haſt crowned me 
with that Glory which hath no End. And to 
"Thee, O King eternal, immortal, inviſi le, the onl 
wiſe GoD, ſhall be the Honour and 2 for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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The People of Go defrited 


Avixs thus Pe enel my firſt Taſk of de- 

ſcribing the Saints Reſt: It remains that 

- now I proceed to the ſecond, and ſhew you 

what theſe People of Gop are, and why ſo called; 
for whom this bleſfed Reſt remaineth. 


__RecentrATION is the firſt and JEST" ualifi- 
cation of the People of Gop. To be the People 
of God without Regeneratian, is as impoſſible 25 
to be the Children of Men without Generation ; 
ſeeing we are born God's Enemies, we muſt be 
5 Al. his Sons, or elſe remain his mn 


Cunisr hath ſpoke it vith his Mouth, That 
© xcept a Man be born again, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Gov. The reateſt Reformation of 
* chis new Life wrought i in the Ro, 
; m 
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may procure ,our further Deluſion, but never our 
Salvation. 3 * 65 


Bor by what Acts doth this new Life diſcover 
n þ 355 


Tus firſt Work I call Conviction, which com- 
rehends the Knowledge of what the Scripture 
freaks againſt Sin, and Sinners; and that this 
Scripture which ſpeaks fo, is the Word of Gob 
Himſelf. It comprehends alſo, ſome Knowledge 
of ourſelves, and our own'Guilt, and an Acknow- 
{ ledgment of the Verity of thoſe Conſequences, 
which from the Premiſes of Sin in us, and Threats 
in Scripture, , conclude. us miſerable, © 


2. As there muſt be Conviction, fo alſo Senſi- 
bility, GoD works on the Heart, as well as the 
Head : Both were corrupted, and out of Order. 
The Principle of new Life doth quicken both. 
N All true ſpiritual Knowledge doth paſs into Aﬀec- 
t tions. The great Things of Sin, of Grace, and 
- Chriſt, and Eternity, which are of Weight, one 
p would think to move a Rock; yet ſhake not the 
the Heart of the carnal Profeſſor, nor pierce his 
I Soul to the Quick: Though he ſhould be a con- 
- WW ftant Preacher of them to others, yet they little 
e affect himſelf: When he is preſſing them upon 
che Hearts of others, you would little think how 
0 inſenſible is his own Soul: His Invention pro- 
e cureth him zealous and moving Expreſſions, but 
* WW they cannot procure him anſwerable Affections. 
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Tae Things that the Soul is thus convinced and 
ce ſenſible of, are eſpecially theſe : m 


1. Tux Evil of Sin. The Sinner is made to 
„ mo and fee), that the Sin, which was his De- 
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light, is a more loathſome Thing than Toads ct 
Serpents, and a greater Evil than Plague or Fa. 
mine, or any other Calamities: It being a Breach 
of the righteous Law of the Moſt High Gop, 
diſhonourable to Him, and deſtructive to the Sin- 
ner. „ rtl Oe ng 
Nov the Sinner reads and hears the Reprook 
of Sin, as Words of Courſe ; but when you men- 
tion his Sin, he feels you ſpeak at his very Heart, 
and yet is contented you ſhould ſhew kim the 
worſt : He was wont to marvel, what made Men 
keep ſuch a Stir. againſt Sin, what Harm it wa 
for a Man to take a little Pleaſure ; he ſaw no 
ſuch Heinouſneſs in it. But now the Caſe is al- 
tered : Gop hath opened his Eyes, to ſee its in- 
_ expreflible Vileneſs. 3 6 


2. Tus Soul in this great Work is convinced 
and ſenſible, as of the Evil of Sin, ſo of its own 
: Miſery by Reaſon of Sin. They who. before read 
the Threats of Gop's Law, as Men do the Stories 
of foreign Wars; now find it is their own Story, 
and perceive they read their own Doom, as if they 

found their Names written in the Curſe, or heard 
the Law ſay, as Nathan, Theu art the Min. The 
Wrath of Gop ſeemed to him, but as a Storm to 
.a Man in a dry Houſe: But now he finds the Diſ- 
_ eaſe is his own, and feels the Pains in his own 
. Bowels. In a Word, he finds himſelf a con- 
demned Man, dead and damned in Point of Law, 
end that nothing was wanting but mere Execution 
to make him abſolutely and irrecoverably miſe- 
rable. | 


WHETHER you will call this a Work of the 
Law or Goſpel, it is a Work of the Spixit wrought 


in ſome Meaſure in all the Regenerate : ay" 
| ome 


Difficulty 


| prehended or remembered at all: 
| joyful yful Apprehenſions of Mercy may make the 


the Creature's Vani 
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ſome judge it unneceſſary Bondage, yet it is be · 


| yo ond my conceiving, how he ſhould come to Chi 


Pardon, that firſt found not himſelf guilty and 
condemned: The W hole'need not the Phyſician, but 
they that are fick. ' Vet I deny not, but the Dif- 
covery of the Remedy as ſoon as the Miſery,” 
prevent a great Part of the Trouble, and 1. 2 
fin Effect on the Soul, to be with much more 

diſcerned: dag; the Actings of the 
Soul are 905 quick, and oft fo e S that the 
diſtin Order of theſe Workin may not be ap- 
And perhaps the 


of Miſery the ſooner forgotten. 


3. So doth the Spirit alſo convince the Soul of 
and Inſufficiency. Every Man 
naturally is a flat Idolater, our Hearts were turned 
from Gop in our firſt Fall; and ever ſince the 
Creature hath been our God: This is the 


Sin of Nature: When we ſet up to ourſelves n 
wro 
The 


End, we muſt needs err in all 1 
reature is to every unregenerate Man his 
God: He aſcribeth to it the Divine Prerogatives, 
and alloweth it the higheſt Room in his Soul; or 
if ever he come to be convinced of Miſery, he 
fleeth to it as his Saviour. Indeed Gop and his 
Chri/t hath uſually the Name; but the real Expec- 


tation is from the Creature, and the Work of 
Soy is laid upon it, His Pleaſure, his Profit, and 


his Honour, is the natural Man's Trinity ; and 
his Self, that is theſe in Unity : Indeed, it is that 
Fleſh that is the principal Idol ; the other three 
are deified in their Relation to ourſelves. It was 
our firſt Sin, to aſpire to be as Gods; and it is 
the greateſt Sin that runs in our Blood, and is 
propagated in our Nature from Generation to Ge- 


neration. 


Vor. xXXXVII. B Warn 
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Wurx Gon ſhould guide us, we guide our 


{elves ; when He ſhould be = Sovereign, we 
rule ourſelves. The Laws which He gives us, 
we find Fault with; and if we had had the making 
7 we would haye made them otherwiſe: 


ourſe 


he he ſhow take Care of us, (and muſt, gr 
we we periſh) we will care for, ves; when we 
. depend on Him daily, we had rather keep 
our Stock ourſelves, and have our Portion in our 
own Hands; when 1 Lge ſtand. at his Diſpo- 
©, we would be at our own; and when we 
| ould ſubmit to his — — we uſually quar- 
2 at it; as. if we knew better what is good "oy 


r us than He, or how to diſpoſe al} Thi 
Pr This is the Language of a carnal — 


. De — ' When we 
ſtudy Gop, We hu de when we 
Would mind Gon, we mind ourſelves ; when we 
fu loye God, we loye — bot whea we 

hould ob, We . e ; when we 
Hoyd W 1 we honopy ourſelves ;; when 

to Con, admire. Him, we 
Weh ide ta, and er ſelves :; And inſtead of 
Don, we would Nef 115 —— epen- 


fever, s 75 " a Thagks returned, to 
jay beth Fame 
ruled 0 Jas ed 145 


1 th we are abe Fea own . £ But 
wn, falls this an, when Gon does! once te- 

95 the So is the great . of, chat great 
ork to * the Heart back to Gop. He con- 
vinceth the Sinner, 1. That the Creature can nei- 
ther be his Go, to make him; 2. Nor yet his 
brift, to recover, him fram, his Miſery, 0 reſtors 


im to Go, Who, is his Happineſs. © hie Gag 


h,, ger onl by Prevching hut, by Providence 
; becauls Words will hard iy take 3 


. 5 is 1 . 1 4 RX £'> 40 ing 
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ing Senſes, therefore doth Got make his Rod to 
ſpeak, and continue ſpeaking, till the Sinner hear, 
and hath learned this great Leſſon. _ 155 


˖ Tims is the great Reaſon why Affliction doth 
: ſo ordinarily concur in the Work of Converſion ; 
) theſe real Arguments which ſpeak to the quick, 
; will force a Hearing when the moſt powerful 
; Words are ſighted. When a Sinner made his 
Credit his God, and Gop ſhall caſt him into the 
loweſt Diſgrace ; or bring him that idolized his 
| Riches, into a Condition wherein they cannot 
help him, or cauſe” them to take Wing and fly. 
away; what a Help is here to this Work of Con- 
| viction? When a Man that made his Pleaſure his 
| God, whether Eaſe, or Sports, or Mirth, or Com- 

| Panys or Gluttony, or Drunkennefs, or Cloathing, 
or Buildings, or whatſoever a ranging Eye, a cu- 
rious Ear, a raging Appetite, or a Juſtful Heart; 
could defire, and Gop ſhall take theſe from him, 
or give him their Sting and Curſe with them, and 
turn them all into Gall and Wormwood, what a 
Help is here to Conviction? When Gop thall. 
caſt a Man into a languiſhing Sickneſs, and inflit” 
Wounds and Anguiſh on his Heart, and ftir, up 
againſt him his own Conſcience, and then, as it 
were take him by the Hand, and Jead him to Credit, 
to Riches, to Pleaſure, to Company, to Sports, 
or whatſoever was deareſt to him, and ſay, Now 
try if theſe can help you; can theſe heal thy, 
wounded Conſcience ? Can they now ſupport thy 
tottering Cottage? Can they keep thy departing. 
Soul in thy Or fave thee from mine ever-, 
laffing Wrath? Will they prbve to thee 28 
Pleaſures ?- Or redeem thy Soul from the eterna 


Flames? Cry aloud to them, and ſte now whether | 
theſe will be inftead of Gop and his Ci anto* = 
thee? O how this works with the Sinner! when” 

Ae bee Ho Senſe 


cry, as the M 
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Senſe itſelf acknowledgeth the Truth, and even 
the Fleſh is convinced of the Creatures Vanity, 


4 Tus fourth Thing that the Soul is convin- 
ced and ſenſible of, is, the abſolute Neceflity, the 
full. Sufficiency, and perſect Excellency of Jeſu 


Chrift : 1 


Tuis Conviction is not by meer Argumenta- 
tion, as a Man is convinced of ſome unconcern- 
Ing Conſequence by Diſpute : But alſo by the 
Senſe of our deſperate Miſery, as a Man in a Fa- 
mine, by the Neceſſity of Food; or a Man that 
had read, or heard his Condemnation, is convin- 
ced of the abſolute Neceſſity of a Pardon. Now 
the Sinner finds himſelf in another Caſe than ever 


he was aware of ; he feels an inſupportable Bur- 


den upon him, and ſees there is none but Chri/ 


can take it off: He perceives that he is under the 
Wrath of God, and that the Law proclaims him 
Rebel and Out-law, and none but ri can 
make his Peace: He is a Man purſued by a Lion, 
that muſt periſh if he find not preſent Sanctuary: 
He feels the Curſe doth lie upon him, and upon 
all he hath for his Sake, and Chriſi alone can make 
him blefſed: He is now brought to this Dilemma, 
either he muſt have Chri/? to juſtify him, or be e- 
ternally condemned; he mult have Chri/? to fave 


nim, or burn in Hell for ever; he muſt have Chrift 


0 bring him again to God, or be ſhut out of his 
Preſence everlaſtingly. And no Wonder, if he 

artyr Lambert, None but Chriſt, none 
but Supra It is not Gold but Jay 3 
fatisfy the Hungry; nor any Thing but Pardon, 
— 3 „en All Things ar- 
new but Droſs and Dung; and what we counted 
Gain, is now but Loſs in ien of Chriſt: For 
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ability of himfelf, and all Things, to relieve him 3 
ſo he doth perceĩve, that there is no faving Mercy 
out of Chri/f, There is none found in Heaven or 
Earth that can open the ſealed Book ſave the 
Lamb; without his Blood there is no Remiſſion, 
and without Remiſſion there is no Salvation. Could 
the Sinner now make any Shift without ri, ot 
could any Thing elfe ſupply his Wants, and fave 
his Soul, then might Chi be diſregarded : But 
now he is convinced, that there is no other Name, 
and the Neceſſity is abſolute... * 
2. Ap as the Soul is thus convinced of the 
Neceſſity of Chrif?, fo alſo of his full Sufficiency. 
He ſees, though the Creature cannot, and hims 
ſelf cannot, yet Chrift can. Tho? the Fig leaves 
of our own unrighteous Righteouſnefs ate too ſhort 
to cover our Nakedneſs, yet the Righteouſneſs 
Chrift is large enough: Gurs is diſproportionable 
to the Juſtice of the Law, but Chri/f's doth extend 
to every Tittle: His Sufferin ing a perfect 
Satisfaction to the Law, and all Power in Heaven 
end Earth bring given to Him, He is now able to 
ſupply every of our Wants, and tg ſave to the ur- 
termoft all that come 1% Him. 1% | 


| . 3 Tur Soul is alſo here convinced of the per- 


Excellency of Jeſus Chr;/t, both as He is con- 
fidered in Fimſelf, and as confidered in Relation 
to us; both as He is the only Way to the Father, 
and as He is the End, being one with the Father. 
Before, he knew Chrift's Excellency, as a blind 
Man knows the Light of the Sun; but now, 'as 
one that beboldeth his Glory. we 


Ax thus doth the Spirit convince the Soul: © 
1 2 | _ 4. Arti 
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a AFTER this ſenſible Conviction, the Will 
co 


vereth alſo its e; and that in Regard of 
all the fore - mentioned O jects. 


1. Tut Sin which the U ing pro- 
nounceth evil, the Will doth turn from, with 
Abhorrency. Not chat the ſenſitive Appetite is 


but when it would carry us to fin a inſt Gov 
this Diforder and Evil, the Will TG. 6+ 


2. Tux Miſery alſo which Sin hath procured, 
a he diſcerneth, ſo he bewaileth. It is impoſlible 
that the Soul now living, ſhould look either on its 
Treſpaſs againſt Gop, or its own ſelf-procured 
Gajamity „without ſome Compunction. "He _ 
ly If erneth, that. he + killed Chrift, and 
aled himſelf, "will ſurely in ſome Meaſure be 
pricked to the Heart. Je be cannot weep, he 


Tus Creature he now renounceth as vain, 
turneth it out of his Heart with Diſdain. Not 
that he undervalueth it, or diſclaimeth its Uſe ; 
but its idolatrous Abuſe, and its unjuſt Uſurpa- 


_ Tnens is a two-fold Error very common in 
the Deſcriptions of the Work of Converſion. The 
one, of thoſe who only mention the Sinner's turn- 

from Sin to Gop, without mentioning the re- 
ceiving Chrift by Faith. The other, of thoſe who 
only mention a EI, believing, and then think 
they have ſaid all: Nay, they — them as Le · 
galiſts, who make any Thin 4. the bare believ- 
ing of the Love of Gop in Ghrift to us, to be Part 


of the Work; and would perſuade poor Souls to 


queſtion 


changed, or any Way made to abhor its Object; 


— groan; and his Heart feels what his 
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queſtion all their former Comforts, and conclude: 
the Work to have been only legal, becauſe they 
have made their Change of Heart, and turnin 
from Sin, Part of it; and have taken up Part of 
their Comfort from the reviewing of theſe. 


InDEED, ſhould they take up here without Chi, 
or take ſuch a Change inſtead of Chrif, in Whole 
or in Part, the Reprehenſion were juſt. But can 
Chriſt be the Way, where the Creature is the End? 
Is He not the only Way to the Father? Can we 
ſeek to Chrift to reconcile us to GoD, while in our 
Hearts we prefer the Creature before Him? In 
the Soul of every unregenerate Man, the Creature 
is both God and Chriſt. Can Chriſ be believed 
in, where our own Righteouſneſs, or any other 
Thing, is truſted as our Saviour? 


Tux Truth is: As turning from the Creature 
to Gon, and not by Chrifl, is no true turning 3 
ſo believing in Chriſt, while the Creature hath our 
Hearts, is no true believing. And therefore in 
the Work of Self-examination, whoever would 
find in himſelf a through ſincere Work, muſt hnd 
and entire Work; even the one of theſe as well as 
the other. 


In the Review of which entire Work there is 
no Doubt but his Soul may take Comfort. And 
it is not to be made fo light of, as moſt do, That 
Scripture doth ſo ordinarily put Repentance before 
Faith, and make them jointly Conditions of the 
Goſpel : Which Repentance contains thoſe Acts 
of the Will before expreſſed. 


Ir is true, if we take Faith in the largeſt Senſe, 
then it contains Repentance in it: But if we take 
| * 
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ie ſtriẽlly, no Doubt there are ſome Acts of it g 
e 


4. And as the Will is thus averted from the 
forementioned Objects; fo at the fame Time doth 
it cleave to Gop the Father, and to Chrift. Its 
feſt Acting conſiſts eſpecially in intending and 
deſiring Gop for his Portion and chief Good; 
having before been convinced, that nothing elſe 
can be his Happineſs, he now finds it in Gop; 
and therefore looks towards it. But it is yet ra- 
ther with Deſire than Hope, For alas, the Sinner 
hath already found himſelf to be a Stranger and 
Enemy to Gop, under the Guilt of Sin, and Curſe 
of the Law, and knows there is no coming to Him 
in Peace till his Caſe be altered; and therefore 
having before been convinced alſo, that only Chri/f 
is able and willing to do this, and having heard 
this Mercy in the Goſpel freely offered ; his next 
Act is, to accept of Crit as his Saviour and Loxp. 


Turknkrrokk both miſtake : They who only 
mention our turning to Chris, and they who on 
mention our turning to God, in this Work 
Converſion. St. PauPs Preaching was Repentance 
tarcards GoD, and Faith toward our Lox p Jeſus 


Chriſt. And Life eternal $2 ff in knowing 


the any true Gop, and then 7% Chri/t whom He 

hath ſent, John xvii. 3. The former is the na- 

tural Part of the Covenant, To take the Lorp 

only for our Gop. The latter is the ſupernatural 

Part, To take Chrift only for our Redeemer. 

as former is firſt neceſſary, and implied in the 
tter, g 


| Troven Repentance and good Works are re- 
2 to our full Juſtification at Judgment, as 


ſervient to, or concurrent with Faith; yet it is 
the 


* 
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the Nature of this juſtifying Faith itſelf contained 

in accepting of Chri/ft for Saviour and Loxp, I 
call it accepting, it being principally an Act of 
the Will; but yet alſo of the whole Soul. This 
accepting being that which the Goſpel preſſeth io, 
and calleth the receiving or accepting Chrif. I 
call it an affectionate accepting, tho' Love ſeem 

diſtin from Faith, yet I take it as eſſential to that 

Faith that juſtifies. © To accept Cbriſt without 
Love, is not- juſtifying Faith. Nor doth Love 
follow as a Fruit, but immediately concur; as es 
ſential to a true accepting. | 0 1 


Ir is an accepting Him ſor our Saviour and 
Loxp. For in both Relations will He be receiv- 
ed, or not at all. It is not only to acknowledge 
his Sufferings, and accept of Pardon and Glory, 
but to acknowledge his Sovereignty, and ſubmit 
to his Government, and Way of ſaving. 


Tux Work (which Chrift thus accepted of, is 
to perform) is, to bring the Sinners to Gop, that 
10 may be happy in Him; and this both really 
dy his Spirit, and relatively in reconciling them, 
and making them Sons; and to preſent them per- 
fect before Him at laſt, and to poſſeſs them of the 
Kingdom. The obtaining of theſe, are the din - 
ner's lawful Ends, in receiving Cbriſ; and to theſe | 
Uſes doth He offer Himſelf to us. 


5. To this End doth the Sinner now enter into 
a cordial Covenant with Chri/ft. But he was never 
ſtrictly, nor comfortably in Covenant with Crit 
'till now. He is fure Chri/t doth conſent, and, 
now doth he cordially conſent himſelf; und ſo the 
Agreement is fully madvde. 

| n th Wirn 
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6. Wir this Covenant concurs, à mutual De- 
wap 5 Chrift deliveteth Himſelf in all comforta - 
ble Relations to the Sinner, and the Sinner deli- 
vereth up himſelf to be ſaved and ruled by Chrift.' 
Now' doth the Soul reſolvedly conclude, I have 
blen blindly. led by the Fleſh, the World; and 
the" Devil, too long, almoſt to Deſtruction: 
Iwill now be wholly at the Diſpoſe of my Loxkp, 
who hath bought me wich his Blood, and will. 
briog me to bis Glory. Ard thus the compleat 
Work of faving Faith conſiſteth in this Covenant - 
ing, or myſtical Marriage of the Sinner to Chriff, 


Tus you have a naked Enumeration of the. 
Eſſentials of this People of Gop : Net a full: Por- 
traiture of them in all their Excellencies, nor all 


the Notes whereby they be diſcerned. And though 


it will be Part of the following Application, to 
put you upon Trial; yet becauſe the Deſeription 
is now before your Eyes, and theſe evidencing 

Works are freſh in your Memory, it will not be 

unſeaſonable, to take an Account of your own K. 
ſtutes, and to view yourſelves exactly in this Glaſs, 
before you paſs. And I beſeech thee, Reader, as 
thou haſt the Hope of a 'Chriſtian, yea, or the 
Reaſon of a Man, to deal throughly, and ſearch. 
carefully, and judge thyſelf as one that muſt ſhort - 
ly be judged by the righteous Gop ; and faithfully 
anſwer to theſe few Queſtions. hom 


Ap firſt; Haſt thou been throughly convinced 
of an univerſal vation, through thy whole. 
Soul ? And an univetſal Wickedneſs, through thy 
whole: Life? And how vile # Thing this Sin is? 
And that by the Fenor of that Covenant whith © 
thou haſt tranſgreſſed, the Teaſt Sin deſerves etet- 
nal Death? Doſt thou conſent to this Law, that 
it is true and righteous ? Haſt thou perceived * 

| e 


curi 


pineſs js only in Go 48 the End? und only in 


Reading and Education, as à bare 


Jols out, of 
do mate the Sovereignty z. but Gop and Chi? 


* „ 
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ſelf ſentenced to this Death by it, and been con- 


vinced of thy undone Condition? Haſt thou fur - 


ther ſeen the utter Inſufficiency of every Creature, 


either to be itſelf thy Happineſs, ot the Means of 
this thy Miſery, and making thee happy in 
Gop! Haſt thou been convinced, that thy Hap- 


Chriſt as the Way to Him? and chat thou muſt 


be brought to Con by Cbriſt, or periſh eternally ? 


Haſt thou ſeen hereupon an abſolute Noceiſity of 
enjoying Cbrin and the full Sufficiency that is in 
Him, to do for thee whatſoever thy Caſe tequireth, 
by Reaſon of the Fulneſs of his Satisfaction, the 
reatneſs of his Power, Dignity of bis Perſan, 
and the Freeneſs of his Promiſes? Haſt thou diſ- 
covered the Excellency of this Pearl, to be worth 
thy ſelling all to buy it? Heth all this-been joined 
with ſome Senſibility? As the Convictions of a 
Man that thirſteth, of the Worth of Drink ? And 
not been only a Change in Opinion, produced by 
Notion in che 
Underſtanding? Hath it proceeded to an abhor- 
ring Sin? Have both thy Sin and Miſery been a 
Burthen to thy Soul? And if thou couldſt not 
weep, yet couldit thou groan under the inſuppat- 
ible Weight of both ? Haſt thou renounced all 
thing own; Righteouſneſs ?  Haſt thou turned thy 
y Heart; fo that the Creature hath 


Doſt thou accept of Ghrift as thy only Saviour, and 
expect thy 1 Recovery and Glory from 
Him alone? Doſt thou take Him alſo for Loup 
and King? And are his Laws the moſt -powerful 
Commanders of thy Soul ? Do they ordinarily 
Frevail againſt. the Commands of the Fleſh; of 
date, of the greateſt on Earth that ſhall exunter- | 
mind? And againſt the Intereſt of thy Credit, 
Profit, Pleaſure, or Lite ? So that thy Conſcience 
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Endeavour, that thou mayſt be found faithful in 
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is di ſubject to — — Hath He the 
higheſt Room in thy AﬀeQions ? So that though 
thou canſt not love Him as thou wouldſt, yet no- 

thing elſe is loved ſo much? Haſt thou made : 

Covenant to this End ? and delivered uy 
thyſelf to Him? and takeſt thyſelf for his, and not 
thine own? Is it thy u Care and watchful 


this Covenant? If this be truly thy Caſe, thou 
art one of the People of God ; and as ſure as the 
| Promiſe of God is true, this bleſſed Reſt remain; 
for thee. Only ſee thou abide in Chriſt, and con- 
tinue to the End: For if any draw back, his Sul 
toi baue ne Pleaſure in them. 2 


The CONCLUSION. 


AND thus I have explained to you the Subject 
of my Text; and ſhewed you darkly, what thi 
Reſt is; and briefly, who are this People of Gov. 
O that the Loxp weuld now open your 1 
to diſcern, and be affected with the Glory revealed 
That He would take off Hearts from thoſe 
Dung-hill Delights, md-revidh them with the 
Views of theſe everlaſting Pleaſures ! That He 
would bring you into — of this holy and 
Heavenly People, for whom alone this Reſt re- 
 maineth ! That you would exactly try yourſelves 
by the foregoing Deſcription | That no Soul of 
you might be ſo damnably deluded, as to take 
your natural or acquired Parts, for the CharaQer 
of a Saint! O happy, and thrice happy you, if 
theſe Sermons might have ſuch Succeſs with you! 
Souls, That ſo you might die the Death of il. 
Righteous, and your lafl End be like his / | 


End of the Firft Part. 
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Hes. iv. 9. 


There remaineth therefore a Reſt to the People 
| of Gop. 1 


* 


— 


CHAP. I. 


HAVE been hitherto preſenting to your Un- 
] derſtandings, the Excellency of the Reſt of the 

Saints. Let your Hearts now chearfully em- 
brace it, and improve it, and I ſhall preſent it to 
you, in its reſpective Uſes. 


1wiir lay together all thoſe Uſes that moſt 
concern the Ungodly, and then thoſe that are 
proper to the Godly themſelves. > 


Vor. XXVII. 1 The 
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The unconceivable Mil d. Un in their 
* rr 


Ann firſt, if this Reſt be for none but the Peo 
plc of Gop, what Tidings is this to the ungodly 
orld ? That there is ſo much Glory, but none 
for them: So great Joys for the Saints of Gop, 
while they muſt conſume in perpetual Sorrows | 
If thou who readeſt theſe Words, art a Stranger 
to Chrift, and to the holy Nature and Life of his 
People, and ſhalt live and die in the Condition 
thou art now in; I am a Meſſenger of the ſaddeſt 


Ears did hear: 


Tidings. to thee, that ever yet thy : 
That thou ſhalt never partake of the Joys of Hea- 
ven, nor have the leaſt Taſte of the Saints eter- 


nal Reſt. I may ſay to thee, as EA to-£g/on; - 


I have a Meſſage to thee from Gop : But it is a 
mortal Meſſage, that as ſure as the Word of Gop 
is true, thou ſhalt never ſee the Face of Gop 


with Comfort. This Sentence I am commanded 


to paſs upon thee! Take it as thou wilt, and eſ- 
cape it if thou canſt, I know, if thy Heart and 


Life were throughly changed, thy Relation to. 


Chrift and Eternity, would be changed alſo ; He 
would then acknowledge thee for one of his Peo- 
e, and give thee a Portion in the Inheritance of 
his Choſen, But if thou end thy Days in thy pre- 
ſent” Condition, as ſure as the Heavens are over 
ead, and the Earth under thy Feet; as fure 


ſhalt thou be ſhut out of this Reſt of the Saints, 


pect that thou ſhouldſt in the Pride of thy Heart, 
turn upon me, and ſay, and when did Gon ſhew 


you the Bonk of Life, or tell you who they are 


that ſhall be ſaved, and who ſhut out ?o—_ 
I wats 


as thou liveſt and breatheſt in this Air, ſo ſure 
and receive thy Portion in everlaſting Fire. I ex- 
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I wiLL not anſwer thee according to thy Folly ; 
but plainly diſcover this thy Folly to thyſelf, that 
if there be yet any Hope, thou mayſt recover my 
Underſtanding, and return to Gop and live. Firſt, 
I do not name thee, nor any other: I only con- 
clude of the Unregenerate in general, and of thee 
conditionally, if thou be ſuch an one. Secondly,. 
I do not go about to determine who ſhall repent, 
and who thall not, much leſs, that thou ſhalt never 
repent, and come in Chri/t. Theſe Things are 
unknown to me; I had far rather ſhew thee, 
what Hopes thou haſt before thee, if thou wilt nor 
fit ſtill and loſe them: And I would far rather per- 
ſuade thee to hearken in Time, before the Door is 
ſhut againſt thee, that ſo thy Soul may return and 
live, than tell thee that there is no Hope of thy re- 
penting and returning, But if the foregoing De- 
ſeription of the People of Gop do not agree with 
the State of thy Soul; is it then a hard Queſtion, 
whether thou ſhalt ever be ſaved ? Even as hard a 
Queſtion, as whether Gop be true? Do I need to 
aſcend up into Heaven, to know, That without He- 
lineſs none ſhall ſee Gon? Or, That only the pure 
in Heart ſhall ſee Gon ? Or, That exc#pt a Man be 
lern again, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Gon? 
Cannot theſe be known without — into 
Gop's Counſels? And yet doſt thou aſk me, how 
I know who ſhall be ſaved ? What need I go up to 
Heaven to enquire that of Chrift, which He came 
down to Earth to tell us? And ſeat his Spirit in his 
Prophets and. Apoſtles to tell us? And hath left up- 
on Record to all the World ? And though Ido not 
know the Secrets of thy Heart, and therefore can- 
not tell thee by Name whether it be thy State, or 
no; yet if thou art but willing or diligent, thou 
mayſt know thyſelf, whether thou art an Heir of 
Heaven, or not. And that is the main Thing that 
| defie, that if thou be yet miſerable, thou mayſt 
I 2 diſcern 


100 The Saints Everlaſting Reſs. 


diſcern it, and eſcape it. But canſt thou eſcape, 


if thou neglect Chrift and Salvation? Tf thou low 
| Father, Mother, Wife, Children, Houſes, Lands, 


vr thine own Life better than Chriſt ; if /o, thou can 
met be his Diſciple ? And conſequently canſt never 
be ſaved by Him? Is it not as impoſſible for thee to 
de ſaved, except thou be born again, as it is for the 
Devils themſelves to be ſaved ? Nay, Gop hath 
more plainly and frequently ſpoken it in the Scrip- 
ure, that ſuch Sinners as thou ſha!] never be ſaved, 
than He hath done, that the Devils ſhall never be 
faved. And doth not this Tidings go cold to thy 
Heart? Methinks, but that there is yet Life and 
Hope before thee, and thou haſt yet Time and Means 
to have thy Soul recovered, the Sight of thy Cafe 
ſhould even ſtrike thee dead with Amazement. 
But becauſe I would fain have thee, if it be poſſ- 
ble, to lay it to Heart, I will here ſtay a littk 
longer, and ſhew thee, firſt, the Greatneis of thy 
Lofs ; ſecondly, the Aggravations of thy Unhappi- 
neſs in this Loſs ; thirdly, the poſitive Miſeries that 
thou mutt endure, with their Aggravations. 


Firſt TRE Ungodly in their Loſs of Heaven, 
loſe all that glorious perſonal Perfection, which the 
People of Gop there enjoy. They loſe that ſhining 
Luſtre of the Body, ſurpaſſing the Brightneſs of the 
Sun. Though even the Bodies of the Wicked will 
be raiſed incorruptible, yet that will be ſo far from 
being Happineſs to them, that it only makes them 
capable of the more exquifite Torments. They 
would be glad then, if every Member were a dead 
Member, that it might not feel the Punifhment in- 
flicted on it; and if the whole Body were a rotten 
Carcaſs, or might again lie down in Duſt and Dark- 
neſs. ' Much more do they want that moral Per- 
ſection which the Bleſſed partake of; thoſe holy 
Diſpoſitions; that bleſſed Conformity to the = 
| 04118 14 20203 +31 
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neſs of God ; that chearful Readineſs to his Will 
that perfect Rectitude of all their Actions: Inſt 
of theſe, they have their old ulcerous deformed 
Souls, that Perverſeneſs of Will, that Diſorder in 
their Faculties, that Loathing of Good, that Love 
to Evil, that Violence of Paſſion, which they had 
on Earth. It is true, their Underſtandings will 
be much cleared, both by the ceaſing of Tempta» 
tion and deluding Objects, and by the fad Expe- 
rience which they will have in Hell, of the Falſ- 
hood of their former Conceits and Deluſions. But 
the evil Diſpoſition is never the more changed; 
they have the ſame Diſpoſitions ſtill, and fain would 
commit the fame Sins, if they could, they want 
but Opportunity ; certainly they ſhall have none of 
the glorious Perfections of the Saints, c ither in 
Soul or Body. There will be a greater Difference 
between theſe Wretehes and the glorihed Chriſtian, 
than there is ,betwixt a. Toad and the Sun in the 
Firmament. . 


Bur the t Loſs of che Damned, will be 
en, their Loſs of Gop, they ſhall have no comfortable 
the Relation to Him: Nor Communion with Him. 
ing As they did not like to retain Gr0D in their Knowledges 
the but bid Him, depart from ui, we fre not the 
wil WY Knowledge of thy Ways ; ſo Gop will abnor to te- 
om tain them in his Houthold, or t give them Enter- 
em tainment in his Feilowſhip and Glory, He will 


hey never admit them to the Inheritance of his Saints, 
ead nor.endure ther: to ſtan! amongſt them in his Fres 
in ſence; but did them, Defort — MA. ye Workers 
ten A „I know you not, Now theſe Men dare 
k- Iv the Lon d, if not blaſphente, ir calling Him 


er- by the Title of their Father; how boldiv and con- 
oly hJ-ntly do they daily approach Him wich t eir 
Lips, and indeed reprozch Him in their mal 
{ck Prayers, with that Appellation? As if Goo would 

| I 3 father 
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father the Devil's Children ; or, as if the Slighters 
of Chr:/t, the Friends of the World, the Haters of 
Godlineſs, or any that delight in Iniquity, were 
the Off- ſpring of Heaven! They are ready now, 
to lay confident Claims to Chriſt, as if they were 
fincere Believers. But when that Time is come, 
and Chrift will ſeparate his Followers from his Focs, 
and his faithful Friends from his deceived Flatter- 
ers, where then will be their preſumptuous Chaim ? 
Then they ſhall find that Gop is not their Father, 
but their Foe, becauſe they would not be his Peo- 
ple. And as they would not conſent that Gop 
ſhould by his Spirit dwell in them, ſo ſhall not 
theſe Evil-Doers dwell with Him; the Tabernacles 
of Wickedneſs ſhall] have no Fellowſhip with Him: 
Nor the Wicked inhabit the City of Gop; for 
without are Dogs, Sorcerers, Ii boremongers, Mar- 
derers, Idolaters, and whoſoever læueth ard ma- 
teth a Lye. Gop is firſt enjoyed in Part on 
Earth, before He be fully enjoyed in Heaven. It 
is only they, that walked with Him here, who 
ſhall live and be happy with Him there. Oh, lit- 
tle doth the World know what a Loſs that Soul 
hath, who loſeth Gop ! What were the World but 
a Dungeon, if it had loſt the Sun? What were 
the Body, but a loathſome Carrion, if it had loſt 
the Soul? Yet all theſe are nothing to the Loſs of 
Gor. So that as the Enjoyment of Gup, is the 
Heaven of the Saints; fo the Loſs of Gop is the 
Hell of the Ungodly. And as the enjoying of Gop 
is the enjoying of All; ſo the Loſs of Gob is the 
Loſs of All. 


| Thirdly, As they loſe Gop; fo they loſe all 
thoſe delightſul Affections and Actions, by which 
the Blefitd feed on Gop : That tranſporting Kno- 
ledge :: Thoſe r:vilhing Views of his glorious 


Face: The unconceivable Pleaſure of loving GoD 
| he 
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The Apprehenſions of his infinite Love to us : The 
conſtant Joys which his Saints are taken up with, 
and the Rivers of Conſolation wherewith He doth 
ſatisfy them. Is it nothing to loſe all this? The 
Employment of a King in ruling a Kingdom, doth 
not ſo far exceed the Employment of the vileſt Slave, 
as this Heavenly Employment exceedeth his. 


Fourthly, Tuer ſhall be deprived of the bleſſed 
Society of Angels and glorified Saints. Inſtead of 
being Companions of thoſe happy Spirits, and num- 
bred: with thoſe joyful and triumphing Kings, the 
muſt now be Members of the Corporation of Hell, 
were they ſhall have Companions of a far difterent 
Nature. While they lived on Earth, they loathed 
the Saints; they impriſoned, baniſhed them, and 
caſt them out of their Societics, or at leaſt they 
would not be their Companions in Labour, and in 
Sufferings; and therefore they ſhall not now be 
their Companions in their Glory. Now you are 
ſhut out of that Company, from which you firſt 
ſhut out yourſelves ; and are ſeparated but from 
them, whom you would not be joined with. You 
could not endure them in your Houſes, nor in your” 
Town, nor ſcarce in the Kings you took them 
as Ahab did Elias, for the Treublers of the Land; 
and as the Apoſtles were taken for Men that turned 
the I/2rld up fide down : If any Thing fell out amiſs, 
you thought all was through them. When they 
were dead or baniſhed, you were glad they were 
gone; and thought the Country was well rid of 
them. They moleſted you with their faithful re- 
proving your Sin: Their holy Converſation trou- 
bled you. You ſcarce ever heard them pray or 
ſing Praiſes in their Families, but it was a Vexation 
to you; and you envied their Liberty of worſhip- 
ping Gop. And is itthen any Wonder if you be 
leparated from them hereafter? The Day is near 

* when 


as nothing now. 
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when they will trouble you no more ; betwixt them 
and you, will be a great Gulf ſet, that thoſe that 
would paſs from thence to you (if any had a Deſire 


to caſe you with a Drop of Water) cannot, neither 
can they paſs to them, who would go from you, 


$ CODED DAD GG 
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The Aggravation of the Loſs of Heaven to the 
| Ungodly. 


Exow many will be ready to think, If this be 
all, they do not much care: What care they for 
loſing the Perfections above? What care they 

for loſing Gop, his Favour, or his Preſence! 
They lived merrily without Him on Earth, and 
why ſhould it be fo grievous to be without Him 
hereafter? And what care they for being deprived 
of that Love, and Joy, and praiſing of Gop ? They 
never taſted Sweetneſs in the Things of that Na- 
ture; or what care they for being deprived of the 
Fellowſhip of Angels and Saints? They could 
ſpare their Company in this World well enough, 
and why may they not be without it in the World 
to come? To make theſe Men therefore under- 
ftand the Truth of their future Condition, I will 
here annex theſe two Things : 


1. I wirt ſhew you why this Loſs will be in- 
tolerable, and moſt totmenting then, tho? it ſeem 


2. I wilt 


ben 
that 
eſire 


ther 


3 
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2. I wiLL ſhew you what other Loſſes will ac-- 
company theſe ; which though they are leſs in 
themſelves, yet will now be more ſenſibly appre- 
hended. 


1. THEN, That this Loſs of Heaven will be 
moſt tormenting, may appear by theſe Conſidera - 
tions, | 


1. Tux Underſtandings of the Ungodly will 
be then cleared, to know the Worth of that which 
they have loſt. Now they lament not their Loſs 
of Gop, becauſe they never knew his Excellency, 


nor the Loſs of that holy Employment and Society, 


for they were never ſenſible what they were worth, 
A Man that hath loſt a Jewel, and took it but for 
a common Stone, is never trout led at his Loſs; 
but when he comes to know what he has loſt, then 
he lamenteth it. 


Trovon the Underftandings of the Damned 
will not then be ſanctißed; yet will they be clear- 
ed from a Multitude of Errors. They think now 
that their Honour, their Eſtates, their Pleaſures, 
their Health and Life, are better worth their La- 
bour, than the Things of another World ; but 
when theſe Things, which had their Hearts, have 
left them in Miſery, when they know by Expe- 
righice, the Things which before they did but read 


and hear of, they will be quite in another Mind. 


They would not believe that Water would drown, 
till they were in the Sea; nor that the Fire would 
burn, *till they were caſt into it; but when they 
feel it, they will eaſily believe. All that Error 
of their Mind, which made them fet light by Gop, 
and abhor his Worſhip, and vilify his People, will 
then be removed by Experience; their 9 


* Ko 
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Mall be increaſed, that their Sorrows may be in- 
creaſed, Doubtleſs thoſe poor Souls would be (com- 
paratively) happy, if their Underſtandings were 
wholly taken from them, if they had no more 
Knowledge than Idiots, or brute Beaſts; or if 
they knew no more in Hell, than they did upan 


Earth, their Loſs and Miſery would then leſ 
trouble them. 


How happy would they now think themſelves, 
If they did not know there is ſuch a-Place as Hea- 
ven? Now when their Knowledge would help to 
prevent their Miſery, they will not know : But 
then when their Knowled e will but feed their 
conſuming Fire, they ſhall know whether they 
will or no. | 


2. Tur Loſs of Heaven will more torment 
them then, becauſe as the Underſtanding will be 
cleared, ſo it will be more enlarged, and made 


more capacious, to conceive of the Worth of that 


Glory which they have loſt. The Strength of 
their Apprehenſions, as well as the Truth cf them, 
will then be increaſed. What deep Apprehenfions 
of the Wrath of God, of the Madneſs of Sinning, 
of the Miſery of Sinners, have thoſe Souls that 
now endure this Miſery, in Compariſon of thoſe 
on Earth that do but hear of it? What ſenſible 


Apprehenſions of the Worth of Life, hath the 


condemned Man that is going to be executed, in 
Compariſon. of what he was wont to have in the 
Time of his Proſperity ? Much more will-the ac- 
tual Deprivation of eternal Bleſſedneſs make the 
Damned exceeding apprehenſive of the Greatneſs 
of their Loſs: And as a large Veſſel will hold more 


Water than a Shell, ſo will their more enlarged 


Underſtandings contain more Matter to feed their 
Torment, than now their ſhallow Capacity * 
3. Anp 


The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 107 


3. AND as the Damned will have deeper Ap- 

prehenſions of the Happineſs they have loſt, ſo 
will they have a cloſer Application of this Doctrine 
to themſelves, which will exceedingly tend to in- 
creaſe their Torment. It will then be no hard 
Matter to them to ſay, This is my Loſs, and this 
is my everlaſting Miſery. The Want of this is 
the main Cauſe why they are no ſo little troubled 
at their Condition; they are hardly brought to 

believe that there is ſuch à State of Miſery, but 

more hardly to believe that it is like to be their 
own, This makes ſo many Sermons to be loſt, 


| and all Threatnings and Warnings prove in vain. 


* 


Let a Miniſter of Chris ſhew them their Miſery 
never ſo plainly, they will not be perſuaded that 
they are ſo miſerable. Let him tell them of the 
Glory they muſt loſe, and the Sufferings they muſt 
feel, and they think it is not whom he means; 

We find in all our Preaching, by fad Experience, 
that it is one of the hardeſt Things in the World 
to bring a wicked Man to know that he is wick- 
ed; a Man who is in the Way to Hell, to know+ 
that he is in that Way; or to make a Man fee” 
himſelf in a State of Wrath and Condemnation : 
How ſeldom do you hear Men, after the plaineſt 
Diſcovery of their condemned Eftate, cry out, 7- 
an the Man! or to acknowledge, that if they die 
in * preſent Condition, they are undone for 
erer | $53 


There is no ing Men of their Mifery 
till they feel it, except the Spirit of the Almighty ' 
perſuade them. | | 


On, but when they find themſelves ſuddenly ' 

in the Land of Darkneſs, perceive by the Execu- 

tion of the Sentence that they were indeed con- 

demned, und ſeel themſelves in the ſcorching * 
: | Flames, 
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Flames, and ſee that they are ſhut out of the Pre. 
ſence of Gop for ever, it will then be no ſuch dif. 
ficult Matter to convince them of their Miſery: 
This particular Application of God's: Anger to 
themſelves, will then be the eaſieſt Matter in the 
World ; then they cannot chuſe but know and ap- 
ply it, whether they will or no. 


| 

| — 

| 4. AGAIN, as the Underſtandings and Conſci- 
| 


ences of Sinners will be ſtrengthned, ſo will their 
Affections be more lively and enlarged : As Judg- 
ment will be no longer blinded, nor Conſcience 
ſifled; ſo the Affections will be no longer ſtupih- 
ed. A hard Heart now makes Heaven and Hell 
ſeem but Trifles: And when we have ſhewed 
them everlaſting Glory and Miſery, they are as 
Men half aſleep, they ſcarce take Notice what 
we ſay, our Words are caſt as Stones againſt a 
hard Wall, which fly back in the Face of him 
that caiteth them. We talk of terrible aſtoniſhing 
Things, but it is to dead Men that cannot appre- 
hend it: We ſpeak to Rocks, rather than to Men; 
the Earth will as ſoon tremble as they. But when 
theſe dead Wretches are revived, what paſſionate 
Senſibility] what working Affections l what Pangs 
of Horror ! what Depth of Sorrow, will there then 
de] How violently will they fly in their own Fa- 
ces] How will they rage againſt their former Mad- 
neſs! The Lamentations of the moſt paſſionate 
Wife for the Loſs of her Huſband, or of the ten- 
dereſt Mother for the Loſs of her Children, will 
be nothing to theirs for the Loſs of Heaven. Oh, 
the ſelf-accuſing, and ſelf-tormenting Fury of 
thoſe forlorn Wretches ! How they will even tear 
their own Hearts, and be Gop's Executioners- up- 
on themſelves! I am perſuaded, as it was none 
but themſelves that committed the Sin, and _- 
ſelves 
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ſelves that were the meritorious Cauſe of their Suf.. 


oh ferings, ſothemſelves will be the chief Execution- 
k. ers of thoſe Sufferings; Gop will have it for the 
4 clearing of his Juſtice : Even Satan himſelf, as he 
to ' was not ſo great a Cauſe of their Sinning as them- 
he ſelves, ſo will he not be fo great an Inſtrument of 
p- their Torment. How happy would you think 
yourſelves then, if you were turned into Rocks, 
or any Thing that had neither Paſſion nor Senſe ! 
_ How happy were you, if you could now feel, 2s 
lt lightly as you were wont to hear! And if you could 
3 ſleep out the Time of Execution, as you did the 
ce Time of the Sermons that warned you of it! But 
4 your Stupidity is gone, it will not 1 
ed 5. Monrxove, it will much increaſe the Tor- 
as ment of the Damned, that their Memories will be 
at as large and ftrofig. as their Underſtandings and 
1 Affections. Were their Loſs never ſo great, and 
m their Senſe of it never ſo paſſionate, yet if th 
ng - could but loſe the Uſe of their Memory, thoſe 
4 - Paffions would die, and that Lofs being forgot- 
n; ten, would little trouble them. But as they can- 
en not lay by their Life and Being, ſo neither can 
ite they lay aſide any Part of that Being. Underſtand - 
85 ing, Conſcience, Affections, Memory, muſt all 
en live to torment them, which ſhould have bel 
a+ to their Happineſs. And as by theſe they ſhould 
d- have fed upon the Love of Gop, and drawn forth 
ite perpetually the Joys of his Preſence; ſo by theſe 
n. , muſt they now feed upon the Wrath of God, and 
nll draw forth continually the Pains of his Ab- 
h, ſence. | 
of E 
Ar And yet theſe Men would never be brought to 
p- conſider; but in the latter Days (faith the Loxp) 
ne 


they ſhall perfectly conſider it: When they are en- 


ſnared in the Work of their own Hands when 
Vorl XXXVII. +05 TT TO 
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K 3: | 
Tk hath a 2 them, and pen 
In, them, 7 geance is.Pogred out upon 
. to the full, hen the they cannot chuſe but con- 
der it "whether 1 will or no. "Now they have 
10 Leiſure to conſider, nor any Room in their 
Sie ries far the Things of another Life. But 
en t y ſhall have Leil ure enough, they fhall be 
Where hey have nothing elſe to do; 'their Me- 
| have no 2 Employment, it ſhall 
te engraven upon the Tables of their Hearts. 
30D would have had the Doctrine of their eternal 
te to have been written on the Poſts of their 
. on their Houſes, on their Hands, and on 
their Hearts: And ſeeing they rejected this Coun- 
ſel of the Lok dp, therefore ſhall it be written al- 
. ways before them in the Place of theit Thraldom, 
of, weed. Way foever they book, they may till 
it, 


1 WILL briefly lay own ſome of thoſe Conſide- 
rations, which ry thus feed the Anguiſh of theſe 


Damned Wretches. 


. IT will torment them to "think of the 
' Greatneſs of the Glory which they have loſt. Oh 
if it had been that which they could have ſpared, it 
: had been a ſmall Matter: Or, if it had been 2 
Loſs reparable with any Thing elſe; if it had 
been Healch, or Wealth, or Friends, or Life, it 
had been Nothing; but to loſe that "exceeding e- 


taal Weight of Glory —— 


2. Ir will torment them to think of the 
Poſſbility that once they were in of obtaining 
it. Then they will remember, the Time was, 
"when I was in as fair a Poſſibility of the Kingdom 

as others; I was ſet upon the Stage of the World; 


if L had play'd my Part wiſely and n. — 
might 


lee 


2 
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I I had ſtriven, I mig bt have had the ever de i 
| I had fought n I had been crowned. . 


| have aflifted me. I 


| . 
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1 might have had, Poſſeſſion of the Inherit ſe; zl, 
might have been amongſt yonder bleſſed 
who am now tormented with theſe Tacks 
Friends! The Loxp did ſet before me —4 and 
Death, and having choſen Death, e tp 
ſuffer it: The Prize was ny held " fore] 
me: If T had run well, I might have obtained it; 


3 Ir will yet more torment them to Gee 
ber, not only the Poſſibility, but the great t Proha- 
bility that once they were in, to, obtain the 
Crown, It will then wound the ws, to think; 
Why, I had once the Gales of the $ pitit THE 

, fully purpoſed to 

been another Man, to ve . to Chris, Os 
to have forſook the World; I was almoſt reſolved" 
to have been wholly for God: T had even calt off 
old Companions, and yet T turned back, and 
my Hold, and broke my Promiſes, and ſlack- 
ed my Purpoſes ; ;, almoſt Gop, had perſuaded me 
to be a real Chriſtian,” and and yet I conquered thoſe 
Perſuaſions, hat ings were in 

rt! when a faithful Mints) preſſed Home 


Truth. O bow fair was I once for Heaven! 
had almoſt had it, and yet I have loſtit; ifI ha 
but followed on to ſeek the Lox, and blown u 
the Sparks of Deſire which, were Eindled ig me, 
had now been bleſſed among the Saints. 


4. YET further, it will much add to their Tor 
ment to remember, that Gop Himſelf did con J 
ſcend to intreat them: How long He did wait, | 
how free! He did r, how lovingly He did in 
vite, and how. importunately He did folh cit 
them! Hoy the Spirit did continue ſtriving with 
der Hear as if He we * te take a D 7 — 


% 
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How: Ori ſtood knocking at the Door of their 
2 Sermon after 1 — — ene Sabbath 
ter another; crying out, n, Sinner, open th 
Heart to NG and I will come in, and +4 
with thee, and thou with Me. Why doſt thou 
thus delay? What doſt thou mean, that thou doſt 
not open to Me? How long ſhall it be till thou at- 
tain to Innocency? How long ſhall thy vai 
Thoughts lodge within thee ? Wo to thee, Oh 
unworthy Sinner! Wilt thou not be made clean ? 
Wilt thou not be pardoned and ſanctified, and 
made happy? When ſhall it once be! Oh that 
thou wouldeſt hearken to my Word, and 
my Goſpel! Then ſhould thy Peace be as the River, 
and thy Righteouſneſs as the Waves o the Sea: Though 
thy Sins were as red as Crimſon, I would make them 
a white as the Snow: O that thou wert but wiſe to 
 confider this / and that thou would in Time remem - 
| ber thy latter End, before the cuil Days come upon thee, 
| and the Years draw nigh, when thou Babs boy 62 
| thy vain Delights, Thave no Pleaſure in then Þ hy 
þ Sinner | Shall thy. Maker thus beſpeak thee in 
| —  _. vain? Shall che Gop of all the World beſeech thee 
- to be happy, and beſeech thee to have Pity upon 
thine own Soul, and wilt thou not regard Him? 
Why did. He make thy Ears, but to hear his 
Voice? Why did he make thy Underſtanding, but 
to conſider ? Or thy Heart, but to entertain the 
Son in Love? Thus ſaith the Lon D of Hoſts, conſi- 


[ der thy Ways. —— 
| On how all theſe paſſionate Pleadings of Chri/t 
N will paſſionat = with Self- 


ely tranſport the Damn 
Indignation |! That they will be ready to tear out 


their awn Hearts | How freſh will the Remem- 
brance of them be ſtill in their Minds, 8 

j — with renewed Torments | What kel 
[| ing Pangs will it raiſe within them, to 
| ' remember 
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remember how often Chri/t would have gathered 
them to Himſelf even as the Hen gathereth her Chick- 
ens under ber Wings, but they Hy not ? Then 
will —— cry out l themſe]ves, how july 5 
fallen me? Muſt I tire out the 
15 Cbri ? Muſt I make the Gop of Homes of to 
— me in vain, *till 1 had wearied Him with 
ing to me, Repent, Return / Muſt the Lond 
of al the World thus wait upon me, and all in 
vain? Oh how juflly is that Patience now tur 
into Fury, which falls upon my Soul with irreſiſt- 
ible Violence! when the Lok b cried out to me 
his Word, How long will it be before thou wilt be 
made clean and holy ! My Heart, or at leaſt my 
Practice anſwered, Never; —_ never be ſo 4 
eile: And now when T cry out, How long 
be 'til} I be freed from this Torment, 55 ſaved 
with the Saints! how juſtly do I receive the An- 
ſwer! Never, Never. Ol Sinner, I beſeech thee 
for thy own Sake, think of this while the Voice 
of Mercy ſoundeth in thine Ears! Yet 4 
continueth waiting upon thee : Canſt thou thi 
it will do fo ſtill? Yet the Offers of Chrif and 
Life are made to thee in the Goſpel, and the 
Hand of Gop is ſtretched out to thee : But will it 
ſtil] be thus? The Spirit hath not yet done ſtriving 
with thy Heart : But doft thou know how ſoon 
He may turn away, and give thee over to a repro- 
date Senſe. Thou haſt yet Life, and Time, and 
Strength, and Means: But doſt thou think thi 
Life will always lat ? Oh ſeek the Loxp while 
may be found, and call upon Him while He is near : 
He that hath an Ear to hear, let him hear what 


Chi now ſpeaketh to his Soul. And To-Day, 


while it is called To-day, harden not your Hearts, 
left He — in his Wrath that you ſhall never enter in- 
to his Ren. For ever bleſſed i is he, that hath 
hearing eart and Ear, while Chr: ff hath a E. 


oice. 


K 3* 5. AGAIN, 


. —.——r—E:2—9. 2 I 
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nounce the Government of the World and the 
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- $5. AGAIN, It will be a moſt cutting Conſidera- 
tion to theſe, to remember on what eaſy Terms 
they might have eſcaped their Miſery. If their 
Work had been to remove Mountains, to conquer 
Kingdoms, then the Impoſſibility would ſomewhat 
aſſuage the Rage of their ſelf-acculing Conſcience, 
If their Conditions for Heaven had been, the ſatiſ- 
fying of Juſtice for all their Tranſgreſſions, the 
ſuffering of all the Law did lay upon them, or 
bearing the Burthen which Chri/f was fain to bear; 
this were nothing but to ſuffer Hell to efcape Hell, 
But their Conditions were of another Nature. The 
Yoke was light, and the Burthen was caſy, which 


_ Fefſus Chrift would have laid upon them; his Com- 


ts were not grievous. It was but to re- 

nt, and accept Him as their Saviour; to ſtudy 
is Will, and ſeek his Face; to renounce all other 
Happineſs, but that which He procureth us, and to 
take the Lord alone for our ſupreme Good; to re- 


Fleſh, and to ſubmit to his meek and gracious Go- 
vernment; to forſake the Ways of our own de- 
viſing, and to walk in his holy delighttul Way; 
to engage ourſelves to this by Covenant with Him, 
and to continue faithful in that Covenant. 


Tuxsx were the Terms on which they might 
have enjoyed the Kingdom. And was there any 
Thing unreaſonable in all this? Was it a hard 
Bargain to have Heaven upon theſe Conditions ? 


. Warren the poor Wretch ſhall look back upon 
theſe eaſy Terms which he refuſed, and compare 
the Labour of them with the Pains and Loſs which 
he there ſuſtaineth, it cannot be now conceived 


how juftly do I ſuffer all this, who would not be 
at ſo Pains to avoid it? Where was my Un- 


how it will rent his 6 Heart! Ah, thinks he, 


derſtanding 


„ ct 8 CS. a—_{ 4 aa 


6 


6 f , , rr 


= The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 115 
derſtanding when I neglected thy gracious Offer? 
When I called the LoxD a hard Maſter? and 
thought his pleaſant Service to be a Bondage, and 
the Service of the Devil and my Fleſh to be the 
only Freedom! Was I not a thouſand Times 
worſe than mad, when I cenſured the holy Way of 
Gop, as needleſs Preciſeneſs? And cried out on it, 
as an intolerable Burthen? When I thought the 
Laws of Cbriſ too itrict; and all too much, that 
did for the Life to come? O, what had all the 
Trouble of Duty been, in Compariſon of the 
Trouble I now ſuſtain ? Or all the Sufferings for 
Chril and Well-doing, in Compariſon of theſe 
Sufterings that I muſt undergo for ever? What if I 
had ſpent my Days in the ſtricteſt Life ? What if I 
had lived Al upon my Knees? What if I had loſt 
my Credit with Men? and been hated of all Men 
for the Sake of Chr: ? and borne the Reproach of 
the Fooliſh? What if I had been impriſoned, or 
baniſhed, or put to Death? O, what had all this 
been to the Miſeries that I now ſuffer? Would not 
the Heaven which I have loſt, have recompenced 
all my Loſſes? and ſhould not all my Sufferings 
have been there forgotten? What if Chrift had bid 
me do ſome great Matter? as to live in continual 
Tears and Sorrow, to ſuffer Death a hundred 
Times over? (which yet He did not) Should I not 
have done it? How much more, when He faid 
but, Believe, and be ſaved : Seel my Face, and thy 
Soul ſhall live: Love Me above ail, walk in my ſweet 
end hey May, take up thy Croſs and 7 Me, and 
I will ſave thee from the Mratb of GOD, and I will 
give thee everlaſting Life. O gracious Offer! O 
eaſy Terms! O curled Wretch, that would not 
de perſuaded to accept them 


6. Tuis alſo will be a moſt tormenting Conſi- 


(ation, to remember what they ſold their eternal 
; Welfare 


- 
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Welfare for. When they compare the Value of 
the Pleaſures of Sin, with the Value of the Recom- 
me of Reward, -how will the vaſt —— 
oniſh them ! To think of a few pleaſant Cups, 
or ſweet Morſels, a little Eaſe, or low Delight to 
the Fleſh; and then to think of everlaſting Glory) 
What a vaſt Difference between them will then 
appear? To think, this is all I had for my Soul, 
my Gop, my Hopes of Blefſedneſs! It cannot 
poffibly be expreſſed how theſe Thoughts will tear 
his Heart. Then will he exchim againſt his Folly, 
O miſerable Wretch ! Did I ſet my Soul to Sale 
for ſo baſe a Price? Did I part with my Gop for 
a little Dirt and Droſs? and fell my Saviour, as 
Fudas, for a little Silver? O for how ſmall a Mat- 
ter have I parted with my Happineſs ? I had but 
a Dream of Delight, for my Hopes of Heaven ; and 
now I am awaked, it is all vaniſhed : Where ae 
now my Honours and Attendance? My Morſels 
are now turned to Gall, and my Cups to Worm- 
wood. They delighted me no longer than while 
they were paſſing 05 ; and is this all that I have 
had for the ineftimable Treaſure? O what a mad 
Exchange did I make ? What if I had gained all 
the World, and loſt my Soul? Bur alas! How 
ſmall a Part of the World was it, for which I gave 
up my Part of Glory? —— O that Sinners would 
think of this, when they are ſwimming in Delights, 
and ſtudying to be rich and honourable ! When 
they are deſperately venturing upon known Tranſ- 
— and ſinning againſt the Checks of Con- 
ience! | 


7. YtT much more will it add unto their Tor- 
ment, when they conſider that all this was their 
own Doings, and that they wilfully procured their 
own Deſtruction: Had they been forced to fin, it 
would much abate the Rage of their Conſciences; 

; , p or 
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r if they were puniſhed ſor another Man's Tranf 


greſſions; or if any other had been the chief Author 
of their Ruin: But to think, that it was the Choice 


l ; 

2 of their own Wills, and that Gop had ſet them in 
Jo fiee a Condition, that none in the World could 
en have forced them to fin againſt their Wills, this 


will be a griping Thought. What (thinks this, 
wretched Creature) had I not Enemies enough in 
the World, but I muſt be an Enemy to myſelf ? 
Gor would neither give the Devil, nor the World 
ſo much Power over me, as to force me to commit 
the leaſt Tranſgreſſion. If I had not conſented, 
their Temptations had been in vain ; they could 
t. but entice me, it was myſelf that yielded, and did 
vt che Evil; and muſt I needs lays ds upon my 
14 on Soul? and imbrue my ds in my own 
e Blood ? Who ſhould pity me, who pitied not my- 
ls elf, and who brought all this upon mine own 
i. Head? Never did Gop do me any Good, or offer 
le me any for the Welfare of my Soul, but I reliſted 
e Him: He hath heaped Mercy upon me, and rey 
4 newed one Deliverance after another, to intice my 
Hear to Him, and yet was I never heartily willin 
* to ſerve Him: He hath gently chaſtiſed me, and 
+ WH made me groan under the Fruit of my Diſobedience, 
4 and yet, tho' I promiſed largely in my Affliction, 
' was neyer unfeignedly willing to obey Him. 
n 


 Tavs will it gnaw the Hearts of theſe Wretches, 
to remember that they were the Cauſe of their Un- 
doing; and that they wilfully and obſtinately per- 
liſted in their Rebellion, and were mere Volunteers 
in the Service of the Devil. They would venture, 
they would go on, they would not hear him that 
jake againſt it: Gop called to them to hear and 
Y, but they would not: Men called, Conſcience 
called, and ſaid to them, (as Pilate's Wife) Have 
nalhing to do with that bateful Sin; for J W 
er 


n — . . i» 
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rred many Things becauſe of it But would 
Nice de e Will way their Laws thee Rule 
add their Ruin. Kü 


8. Leſh, Ir will yet make the Wound in their, 
Conſciences much deeper, when they ſhall remem- 
ber, that it was nat only their own Doing, but 
that they were at ſo, much Coſt and Pains for their 
on Damnation. What great Undertakings did 
they engage in to effect their Ruin, to reſiſt God, 
to Eonquer the Spirit, to overcome the Power 
Mercies, Judzments, the Word itſelf,” to ff. 
lence Conſtience ? All this they did take upon them 
and perform. What a Number of Sins did they 
manage at once? What Difficulties did they, ſet 
upon? Even the conquering the Power of Reaſon 
itſelf. What Dangers did. they adventure on! 
Though they walked in continual Danger of the 
Wrath of Gop, and knew He could lay, them in, 

Duft in a Moment ; though. they Enew they 
lived in Danger of eternal Perdition, yet, would 
they run upon all this. What did they, forſake for 
the Service of Satan, and the Pleaſures of Sin! 
They forlgok their Gop, their Conſcience, their 


ut 


beſt Friends, their. Hopes of Salvation. 


On the Labour that it cofteth poor Wrethes te 
be damned |. Sobricty they might have at a cheaper 
Rate, and 2 great deal of Health and Eaſe too; and 
yet they will rather have Gluttony and Drunken- 
. Heſs, with Poverty and Shame, and Sickncſs, with 
the Out-cries and Lamentations, of Wife and Chil- 
dren, and Conſcience itſelf. Contentedneſs they 
might have with Eaſe and Delight ; yet will they, 
have Covetouſneſs, and Ambition; though it 
coſt them Study, and Cares, and * nd La- 
bour of Body and Mind, and continual Unquiet- 
acls and DiſtraBion of Spirit, Though their An- 
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| fare büt a tormenting themſclves, and 


evenge and Envy conſume their Spirits, and kee 
them upon a continual Rack ; though Uncleann 
deſtroy their Bodies, and Eſtates, and Names; yet 


will they do and ſuffer all this, rather than ft 


their Souls to be ſaved. 


O now the Reviews of this will feed the Flames 
in Hell? With what Rage will theſe damned 
Wretches curſe themſelves, and fay, Was Damna- 
tion worth all my Coſt and Pains? Was it not e- 
nough that I periſhed through my Negligence, and 
that I fit ſtill while Satan play'd his Game, but I 
muſt ſeek ſo diligently my own Perdition ? Mitt 
[ not have been damned on free Coft, but I muſt 
purchaſe it ſo dearly ? I thought I could have been 
ſaved without ſo much a-do ; and could I net have 
been deſtroyed without ſo much a-do ? How well 
is all my Care, and Pains, and Violence now re- 

vited ? Muſt I work out fo laboriouſly my own 
mnation, when Gop commanded me to work 
out my Salvation? O if I had done as much for 
Heaven as I did for Hell, I had ſurely had it. I 
cried out of the tedious Way of Godlineſs; and yet 
could be at more Pains for Satan, and for Death. 
If I bad loved Chrift as ſtrongly I did my Pleaſures, 
and Profits, 'and Honours, and thought on Him as 
often, and ſought Him as painfully, O how happy 
had I now been ! But juſtly do I fuffer the Flames 
of Hell, who would rather buy them fo dear, than 
have Heaven when it was purchaſed to my Hands. 


TxvsT have ſhewed you ſome of thoſe Thoughts 
which will aggravate the Miſery of theſe Wretches 
for ever. O that Gop would perſuade thee, who 
readeſt theſe Words, to take up theſe Thoughts 
now, for the preventing that unconceivable Cala» 

: mity, 
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which will aggravate it. For as Godlineſs hath: th 
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"ity, ſo chat thou mayſt not * AN up in Hel 
1 thy own Tormentor. 


„ 


CHAP. III. 
They foul ſe all Thing that: art conf, 


as well as Heaven, | 


«#4: $3 


7 ſhewed you d Grnlideriticn 
which will then aggravate. their Miſery, | 
am next to ſhew you their additional Loſks, 


| Promiſe both of this Life, and that which is to-come; 

and as Gop hath ſaid, That if we firft beet bi 
Kingdom and Ri obteouſneſs, all Things ſe ſhall ie 

added to us : So alſo are the Ungodly: threatened 
with the Loſs both of ſpiritual and of corporal Rie- 
ſings; and becauſe they ſought not fest Chriſt 

Kingdom and Righteouſneſs, therefore ſhall they 
| loſe both it, and that which they did-feck, and 
there ſhall be taken from them even that little which 
they have. If they could but have kept their pre- 
ent Enjoyments, would not have much catei 
for the Loſs of Heaven: But catebing at the'Shs- 
dow for the Subſtance, they now find they hare 

loſt both; and that when they rejected Chri/f, they 

rejected all Things. If they had loſt and forſaken 
all for Chris, they would 4 found all again in 
Him; for He would have been all in all to them: 
But now they have forſaken Chrift fer other Things, 
they ſhall Joſe Chri/?, and _ 2 for which they 
did forſake Him. 


a Bur 
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WW „ open to you gray 
other Loſes. , 
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0 1. Tax v ſhall loſe their preſent Cee 0 of their 


Intereſt in Gop, and of his Favour towards them, 
'and-of their Part in the Merits and e of 
Chriſti This falſe Belief doth now ſupport their 
Spirits, and defend them from the Terrors that 
would elſe ſeize upon them: But what will cafe 
their” Trouble when this is gone? When they can 
believe no longer, they will be quiet no longer. 
If a Man conceit tha the? is in Safety, his Conceit 
may make bim chearful till his Miſery comes, and 
then both his Conceit and Comforts vaniſh. | 


. Tung i is node of this Believin in Hell; nor 
any Perſuaſions of Pardon or Happineſs, nor any 


.. boaſting of their Honeſty, nor juſtifying t * 


This was but Satan's Stratagem, that Ing b blind- 
fold, they might follow bin the more boldly; but 
then he will uncover their Eyes, and they ſhall ſee 
wie they are. * 


2. ANOTHER Addition to the Miſery of the 
Damned will be this: That with the Loſs of Hea- 
ven, they hall loſe all their Hopes. In this Life, 
though they were threatened with the Wrath of 
Gon, yet their Hope of eſcaping it did bear up 
their Hearts. We can now ſcarce ſpeak with the vil 
Drunkard, or Swearer, or Scorner, but he: hopes 
to de ſaved for all this. O happy World, if Salva- 
tion were as common as this Hope ! Even thoſe 
whoſe helliſh Nature is written in the Face of their 
Converſation, whoſe Tongues plead the Cauſe of 
the Devil, and ſpeak the Ron of Helly, yet 
ſtrongly hope for Heaven, tho' the Gop of Heaven 
hath told them no ſuch ſhall ever come there. Nay, 
bo ſtrong are Mens Hopes, that they will diſpute ' 

Vor. XXXVII,  L the 
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the Canſe with Chi Himſelf at Judgment, and 
plead their Eating and Drinking in his Preſence, 
their-Preachi ng in bus Name, and caſting out ls, 

and theſe are more probable Arguments than our 
iſm, and common: Profeſſion, and Name of 
Chriſtians) they will ſtifly deny that ever 2 
neglected Chriſt in Hunger, Nakedneſs, Priſon, ti 
confute them with the Sentence of their 

Condemnation. Tho' the Heart of their Hopes will 
be broken at their Death; yet, it ſeems, they would 

ain plead for ſuch Hope at the general Judgment. 


muſt bid Farewell to all their Hopes! When their 
Hopes ſhall all periſh with them! The Eyes of the 
Wicked fhall fail, and their Hope ſhall be as the giv- 
ing up of the Ghoſt. The giving up the Ghoſt is a 
fit, but terrible Reſemblance of a wicked Man's 
giving up his Hopes. | 


Fox Firft, as the Soul departeth not from the 
Body without the greateſt Pain, ſo doth the Hope 
of 2 Wicked depart. O the Pangs that ſeize 
upon the Soul of the Sinner at Death and Judg- 


ment, when he is parting with all his Hopes! 


| Secondly, Tat Soul departeth from the Body ſud- 
denly, in a Moment, which hath there delight- 
fully continued ſo many Years; juſt ſo doth the 
Hope of the Wicked depart. _ 


Thirdly, Taz Soul which then departeth, will 
never return to live with the Body in this World 
any more; and the Hope of the Wicked, when it 
departeth, taketh an everlaſting Farewell of his 
Soul, A Miracle of Reſurrection ſhall again con- 

Joi Soul and Body, but there ſhall be no ſuch 
Miraculous Reſurrection of the Damned's Hope. 
EONS. : : METHINKS 
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METHINKS it is the moſt doleful Spectacle that 
this World affords, to ſee an ungodly Perſon dy- 
ing, his Soul and Hopes departing together ! With 
what a ſad Change he appears in another Wotld | 
Then if a Man could but ſpeak with that hopeleſy 
Soul, and aſk it, Are you now as confident of Sal- 
vation as you were wont to be? Do you now hope 
to be ſaved as ſoon as the moſt godly? O whata 
fad Anſwer would he return | 


O THAT careleſs Sinners would be awaked to 
think of this in Time? If thou be one of them, 
who art reading theſe Lines, I do here, as a Friend, 
adviſe thee, that as thou wouldſt not have all th 
Hopes deceive thee, when thou haſt moſt Nec, 
thou preſently try them, whether they will prove 
current at the Touch-ſtone of the Scripture; and 
if thou find them unſound, let them go, whatſoever 
Sorrow they coſt thee. Reſt not till thou canſt give 
a Reaſon of all thy Hopes; *till thou canſt prove, 
that they are the Hopes which Grace, and not Na- 
ture, hath wrought ; that they are apy uport 
Scripture-Promiſes ; that they purify thy Heart; 
that they quicken, and not cool thy Endeavours in 
Godlineſs; that the more thou hopeſt, the leſs thou 
ſinneſt, and the more painful thou art in following 
on the Work, and not grown more looſe and care- 
leſs by the increaſing of thy Hopes; that thou art 
willing to have them tried, and fearful of being de- 
ceived ; that they ſtir up their Deſires of enjoying 
what thou hopeſt for, and the deferring thereof is 
the Trouble of thy Heart. 


Tuxxx is a Hope which is a ſingular Grace and 
Duty; and there is a Hope which is a notorious 
dangerous Sin: So conſequently, there is a Deſpair 
which is a grievous Sin; and there is a Deſpair 
which is abſolutely neceſſary to thy Salvation. 

L 2 1 wourtd 


124 The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 
I wovLD not have thee deſpair of the Sufficiency 


of the Blood of Chri/t to fave thee, if thou believe, 
and heartily obey Him; nor of the Willingneſs of 


Go to pardon and fave thee, if thou be ſuch a 
one 3 nor yet abſolutely of thy own Salvation, be- 
cauſe while there is Life and Time, there is Hope 
of thy Converſion, and ſo of thy Salvation; nor 
would I draw thee to deſpair of finding Chriſ, if 
thou do but heartily ſeek Him: But this is the De- 
ſpair that I would perſuade thee to, as thou loveſt 

y Soul; that thou deſpair of ever being ſaved, 
except thou be born again; or of ſeeing God, 


without Holineſs; or eſcaping Periſhing, except 


thou ſoundly repent; or of ever having Part in 
Chriſt, except thou love Him above Father, Mo- 
thor, or thy own Life; or of ever truly loving 
Gop, or being his Servant, while thou loveſt the 
World, and ſerveſt it. | 


Tus Things I would have thee deſpair of, 
and whatever elſe Gop hath told thee ſhall never 
come to paſs. And when thou haſt ſadly ſearched 
into thy own Heart, and findeſt thyſelf in any of 
theſe Caſes, I would have thee deſpair of ever be- 
ing ſaved in that State thou art in. This Kind of 
Deſpair is one of the firſt Steps to Heaven. 


Const, If a Man be quite out of his Way, 
what muſt be the firſt Means to bring him in again? 
Why, a Deſpair of ever coming to his Journey's 
End in the Way that he is in. If his Home be 
Eaſtward, and he be going Weſtward, as long as 
he hopes he is in the Kighs, he will go on; and as 
long as he goes on hoping, he further amiſs. 
Therefore when he meets with Some-body that aſ- 
ſures him that he is clean out of his Way, and 
brings him to deſpair of coming Home, except he 


U 
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turn back again ; then be will return, and then he 
may hope. | | R 

| u 14 

War, Sinner, juſt ſo is it with thy Soul: Thou 
art out of the Way to Heaven, and in that Way 
thou haſt proceeded many a Lear; yet thou 
on quietly, and hopeſt to be ſaved, becauſe thou 
art not ſo bad as many others. Why, I cell thee,. 
except thou throw away thoſe Hopes, and ſee that 
thou haſt all this While been quite out of the Way 
to Heaven; I ſay, till thou be brought ta this thou 
wilt never return and be ſaved. Who will tgra out 
of his Way while he hopes he is right? Remember 
what I ſay ; till thou fee] Gop convincing thee, that. 
the Way which thou haſt lived in, will not ſerve the, 
Turn, and ſo break down thy former Hopes, there 
is yet no ſaving Work wrought upon thee, how, 
well ſoever thou mayſt hope of thyſelf. Yea, thus 
much more, If any Thing keep thy Soul out of 
Heaven, there is nothing in the World Hkelier to do 
it, than thy falſe Hopes of being ſaved, while thou. 
art out of the Way to Salvation. 


te Ahead 
3. ANOTHER additional Loſs, aggravating their 
Loſs of Heaven, is this, They loſe all. their . 


carnal Mirth ; they will ſay themſelves (as Salman 
doth) of their Laughter, thou art mau; and of ther . 
Mirth, what did/t thou ?  Ecclef. it. 2. Their: 
N Conceits are then ended, and their . 

as ib 


ales are all told, Their Mireb was but 

Crackling of Thorns under a Pat, Ecclel. vii. 6. _ It 
made a Blaze for a While, but it was preſently 
gone, and will return no more. ſcorned io 
entertain any ſadning Thoughts: The Talk of 
Death and Judgment was irkſome to them, becauſe 
it damped their Mirth : They could not endure to 
think of their Sin or Danger, becauſe theſe 
Thoughts did fad their Spirits: They knew not 
what it was to weep for Sin, or to humble them- 

L 3 ſelves 


126 The Saints Everleſting Reſt. 


ſelves under the mighty Hand of Gop: They could 
laugh away Sorrow, and ſing away Cares, and 


drive away theſe melancholy Thoughts : They 


thought if they ſhould meditate, and -pray, and 


mourn, as the Godly do, their Lives would be a. 


continual Miſery.” 


Ax As, poor Souls! What a Miſery then will 
that Life be, where you ſhall have nothing but Sor- 


row; intenſe, Heart piercing, multiplied Sorrow ? 
When you ſhall have neither the Joys of the Saints, 
nor your own former Joys? Do you think there 


is one merry Heart in Hell? Or one joyful Coun- 
tenance, or jeſting Tongue? You cry now, A li- 


the Mirth is worth a great deal of Serroto: But ſure 
a little godly Sorrow, which would have ended in 
eternal Joy, had been more worth than a great 


deal of your fooliſh Mirth, which will end in Sor- 


Tow b 
- 


4. ANOTHER additional Loſs will be this: They 
ſhall loſe all their ſenſual Delights; that which they 
eſteemed their chief Good, their Heaven, their 
God, muſt they loſe, as well as Gop Himſelf. 


O wHAT a Fall will the proud ambitious Man 


have from the Top of his Honours ! As his Duſt 
and Bones will not be known from the Duſt and 
Bones of the poche 

Soul be honoured or favoured any more than theirs. 
What a Number of the Great, Noble, and Learn- 
ed, are now ſhut out of the Preſence of Chri/t ? 


They are ſhut out of their well-contrived Houſes, 


and ſumptuous Buildings; their comely Chambers, 
with coſtly Hangings ; their ſoft Beds, and eaſy 
Couches. They ſhall not find their gallant Walks, 
their curious Gardens, with Variety of beauteous 


Fruits and Flowers ; their rich Paſtures, and _ 


* 


Beggars; ſo neither will his 
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Gant Meadows, and plentuous Harveſt, and Flocks 
and Herds. Their Tables will not be fo ſpread 
and furniſhed, nor they ſo punctually attended and 
obſerved. They have not there Variety of dainty” 
Fare, nor ſeveral Courſes, to pleaſe their Appetites 
to the full. The rich Man there fareth not deli- 
ciouſly every Da , neither ſhall he wear may bs. 
Purple and fine innen. d | 


O THAT Sinners would remember this in the 
Midſt of their Jollity, and ſay one to another, We 
muſt ſhortly reckon for this. Will the Remem- 
brance of it then be comfortable or terrible? W in 
theſe Delights accompany us to another World? 
How ſhall we look each other in the Face, if we 
meet in Hell? Will not the Memorial of them be 
then our Torment? Come, as we have ſinned to- 

ether, let us pray together before we ſtir, that 

0D would pardon us; and let us enter into a 
Promiſe to one another, that we will do thus no 
more, but will meet together in the Worſhip of 
God, and help one another towards Heaven, as aft 
as we have met for our ſinful Merriments, in help- 
ing to deceive and deſtroy each other. — This 
would be the Way to prevent this Sorrow, and a 
Courſe that would comfort you, when you 11 
back upon it hereafter, 
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PU ane naa 


ORA. I. 


The Greatneſs of the Torments of | the Damned 
diſcovered. 


Avi thus ſhewed you how great their 
Loſs is, who are ſhut out of Reſt, and how 


it will be aggravated by thoſe additional 
Loſſes which will accompany it. I ſhould next 
here ſhew you the Greatneſs of thoſe poſitive Suf- 
ferings which will accompany this Loſs. But 1 
will not meddle with the Quality of thoſe Suffer - 


ings, but only ſhew their Greatneſs in ſome few 
| Diſcoveries, leſt the careleſs Sinner, while he hears 
of no other Puniſhment but that of Loſs, ſhould 
think he can bear that well enough. That there 
are, beſides the Loſs of Happineſs, actual ſenſible 
Torments for the Damned, is a Matter beyond all 
Doubt, and that they will be exceeding great, 
may appear by theſe Arguments following : 


1. FROM the principal Author of them; 
which is Gop Himſelf: As it was no leſs than 
Gop whom the Sinner had offended, fo it is no 
leſs than Gop that will puniſh them for their Of- 
fences. He hath prepared thoſe Torments for 
his Enemies. His continued Anger will ſtill be 
devouring them. His Breath of Indignation will 
kindle the Flames. His Wrath will be an intole- 


rable Burden to their Souls. If it were but a Crea- 


ture that e to do with, they might better 
bear it. But o to him that falls * gh Strokes 
of the Almighty ! They ſhall * 
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Nhat it is a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands of 
the living GOD, It were nothing in Compariſon 


to this, if all the World were againſt them, or if 


the Strength of all Creatures were united in one to 
inflict their Penalty. What a conſuming Fire is 
his Wrath? IF it be kindled bere, and that but 4 
lttle, how do we wither before it, as the Graſs” 
that is cut down before the Sun? How ſoon doth our 
Strength decay, and turn to Weakneſs, and our 
Beauty to Deformity ? The Flames do not ſo eaſily 
run through the dry Stubble, as the Wrath of Go 
will feed upon theſe Wretches. Oh, they chat 
could not bear a Priſon, or a Gibbet, for Chrift,- 
ſcarce a few Scorns, how will they now bear the. 
devouring Fire ? | 


2. Taz Place or State of Torment, is purpoſely * 
ordained for the glorify ing Gop's Juſtice. As all 
the Works of Gop are great and wonderful, ſo 
thoſe above all, which are ſpecially intended for 
tte eminent advancing of ſome of his Attributes. 
When He will glorify his Power, He makes the 
Worlds. The comely Order of all, and ſingular 
Creatures, declare his Wiſdom. His Providence 
s ſhewn, in ſuſtaining-all Things, and maintain- 
ing Order, and attaining his excellent Ends, a- 
mongſt the contfuſed, preverſe, tumultuous Agita- 
tions of a World of wicked, fooliſh, ſelf- deſtroy- 
ing Miſcreants. When a Spark of his Wrath doth” 
kindle upon the Earth, the whole World, ſave 
only eight Perſons, are drowned, Sodom, Gomorrah, 
Aimah and Zebiem are burnt with Fire from Hea- 
ven to Aſhes. The Sea ſhuts her Mouth upon 
ome. The Earth doth open and ſwallow others. 
The Peſtilence deſtroyeth them by Thouſands. The 


reſent deplorable State of the Fes may fully teſ-+ 


ily this to the World. And yet the gorifying” 
the two great Attributes, of Mercy and Jul-' 
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tice, is intended moſt eminently for the Life, to 
come. . As therefore when Gop will purpoſely 


glorify his Mercy, he will do it in a Way that 


now beyond the Comprehenſion of the Saints that 
muſt enjoy it; ſo that the Blood of his Son, and 
the Enjoyment of Himſelf immediately in Glory, 
ſhall not be thought too high a Honour for them: 


So alſo, when the Time comes that He will pur- 


poſely maniſeſt his Juſtice, it ſhall appear to be in- 
deed the Juſtice of Gop. The everlaſting Flames 
of Hell will not be thought too hot for the Rebel- 
liousz and when they have there burned through 
Millions of Ages, He will not repent Him of the 
Evil which is befallen them. Oh, Wo to the Soul 
that is thus ſet up for a Butt, for the Wrath of 
the Almighty to ſhoot at! and for a Buſh that 
muſt burn in the Flames of his Jealouſy, and never 
be conſumed ! | 


3. ConsIDsR who ſhall be God's Executionen 
of their Torment; and that is, Firſt, Satan. Se- 
co Themſelves. Firſt, He that was here fo 
ſucceſsful in drawing them from Chri/t, will then 
be the Inſtrument of their Puniſhment, for yield- 
ing to his Temptations. It was a pitiful Sight to 
ſee the Man poſſeſſed, that was bound with Chains, 
and lived among the Tombs; and that other that 
would be caſt into the Fire and into the Water; 
but alas, that was nothing to the Torment that 
Satan puts them to in Hell: That is the Reward 
he will give them for all their Service; ſor their 
rejecting the Commands of Gop, and forſaking 
Gbrift, and neglecting their Souls at his Perſua- 
fron. Ah, if had ſerved Chri/t as faithfully 
as they did Satan, He would have given them 2 
better Reward. 2. And it is moſt juſt alſo, that 
they ſhould there be their own Tormentors, that they 
may ſee that their whole Deſtruction bv of e, 

ves; 
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ous Cauſe, ſhould alſo be the efficient in their 


own aye wary > And then who can they complain 
of but themſclves ? 


4 Consiver alſo that their Torment will be 
catvertal, not upon one Part alone, while the reſt 
„ ue free; but as all have joyned in the Sin, fo 
+ naſt all partake of the Torment. The Soul as it 
* * the Chief in Sinning, ſhall be the Chief in 
* 1 and as it is of a more ſpiritual and ex- 

cellent Nature than Bodies are, fo will its Tor- 
1. | ments far exceed bodily 3 And as the 
h Joys of the Soul far ſurpaſs all ſenſual Pleaſures, 
de bo the Pains of the Soul ſurpaſs corporal Pains. » 


of Y AND it is not only a Soul, but a ſinful Soul that 
at Wl mult ſuffer : The Guilt which ſtill remains upon 
at egen fit for the Wrath of Gop to work 
| : As Fire will not burn, except the Fuel be 
combuſtible but if the Wood be dry, how fier 


vill it burn then? The Guilt of their Sins will be 


— u Tinder to Gun- powder to the damned Soul, to 
o | ke the Flames of Hell take Hold upon them with 
en , 


Fury. 


to AND as the Soul, fo alſo the Body wary dee 
ts Part, That Body that muſt needs, be pleaſed, 
whatſoever become of its eternal Safety, ſhall now 
de paid ſor its unlawful Pleaſures. That Body 
which was ſo carefully looked to, ſo tenderly che- 
nlbed. That Body which could not endure Heat 
or Cold, or an ill Smell, or a loathſome Sight: 
0b what muſt it now endure | How are its haughty 
now taken down! How little will th 
Flames regards its Comelineſs and Beauty | But 
Death od not regard it, nor the Worms regard 
it n freely feed _ the Face of the proud 
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ſelves; and they who were wilfully the meritori- | 


and 
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and luſiſul Dames, As » a. 
Hbitious Lords or Princes, as if they had been but 
rs; ſo will their Tormentors then as little 
pity their Tenderneſs, or reverence their Lordli- 
Thoſe Eyes which were wont to be delighted 
with curious Sights, muſt; then ſee nothing, but 
«what ſhall:amaze and tem; an God 
above them, * Saints whom 
en} the | — have loſt; and 2 
Ah then how: ſadly will — and "wh 
Are all our Feaſts, our Games and Revels come 
to this? Then thoſe Ears which were wont to be 
delighted with Muſick, ſhall hear the Shrieks and 
Cries of their damned Companions; Children cry- 
ing out againſt their Parents, that gave them En- 
couragement and Example in Evil, Huſbands 
crying out upon their Wives, and Wives upon 
their Huſbands ; Maſters and Servants curſing each 
other; Miniſters and People; Magiſtrates and 
Subjects, ch arging their Miſety upon one another, 
for diſcouraging in „ conniving in Sin, and 
being ſilent or formal, when they should have 
plainly told one another of their Miſery, and fore- 
warned them of this Danger. Thus wal Soul * 
_ be OO in ere 2 | 


1944 
5. kan the e br willitheir Torment 
be, becauſe the 2 have no Comfort left to mi- 


e them. this Liſe when a Miniſter told 
them of Hell, or Conſcience began to trouble their 
Peace, they had Comforts enough at Hand to re- 
lieve them: Their carnal Friends were all ready to 
comfort them, but now they have not a Word of 
Comfort either for him ot themſelves. Formerly 
they had their Buſineſs, their Company, * 
Mirth, to drive away their Feats; they could 
drink ny their Sorrows, or play them — or 
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. lep chem away, or at leaſt, Time did wear them 
Nu but no all theſe Remedies ate vaniſhed. 
ue They bad a hard, a preſumptuous. 1 
l;. Heart, which was a Wall to defend them agai 


Troubles of Mind; but now their Experience hath 
baniſhed theſe, and left them naked to the Fury of, 
thoſe Flames. Yea, formerly Satan himſelf was their 
Comforter, and would ay all that the Miniſter, 
ſaid againſt them, as he did to our feſt Mother 3 
Hath Gon ſjaid, Ye ſhall not eat? It all not ſurely, 
die. So doth he now: Doth God tell you, that 
ou ſhall lie in Hell? It is no ſuch Matter; G 
FR merciful; He doth but tell you fo, to 
fright you from Sinning : Or if there be a Hell, 
What need you fear it? Are not you Chriſtians? 
And ſhall you not be ſaved b if? Was not 
his Blood ſhed for you? Miniſters may tell what, 
they Baur they would make Men believe that 
they all be damned except they will fit them 
ſelves to their Humour. —Thus as the Spirit of 
riß is the Comforter of the Saints, fo Satan is 
the forter of the Wicked; for he knows if he 
ſhould now diſquiet them, they would no lon 
ſerve him ; or if Fears or Doubts ſhauld trouble 
them, they would bethink themſelves of their Dan- , 
ger. Never was a Thief mare careful left he ſhould. 
awake the People, when he is robbing the Houſe, 
nt: WW than Satan is, not to awaken a Sinner. But when, 
mi- the Sinner is dead, and he hath his Prey, then he 
d bath done flattering and cinforting them. While 
er the Sight of Sin and Miſery might have helped to 
ee them, be took all the Pains he could, to hide 
„o it from their Eyes; but when it is 100 late, and 
or chere is no Hope left, he will make them fee and 
yl fee) to the utmoſt. Oh, which Way will the 
ery forlorn Sinner then look for Comfort? They that 
wall; drew him into the Snare, and promiſed him Saſety, 
or ow forſake him, and are forſaken themſelves. 
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His ancient Comſorts are taken from him, and 
my CO — Fore- warnings he made 
tight of, wilt now make good his Word agai 

him to the leaſt; Tue. at 


6. Bor the great Aggravation of this Miſery, 
will be its Eternity. That when a thouſand Milti- 
ons of Ages we their Torments are as freſh. 
to begin as at firſt Day. If there were any 
hope of an End, it would caſe them to foreſee it; 
but when it muſt be for ever ſo, that Thought is 
intolerable : Much more will the Miſery. it ſelf be. 
They never heartily repented of their Sin, and 
Go will never repeat Him of their Suffering. 
They broke the Laws of the eternal Gop, and 
therefore ſhall ſuffer eternal Puniſhment, They 
knew it was an everlaſting. Kingdom which they 
refuſed and therefore what Wonder if they be ever- 
laſtingly ſhut out of it? It was their immortal 
Souls that were guilty of the Treſpaſs, and there- 
fore muſt immortally ſuffer the Pains. What happy 
Men would they think themſelves, if they might 
have lain ſtill in their Graves, or continued Duſt, 
or ſuffered no worſe than the Gnawing of thoſe 
Worms ! Oh that they might but there lie down 
again! What a Mercy now would it be to. die? 
And how will they call and cry out for it? Oh 
Death whither art thou gone? Now come and 
cut off this doleful Life ! O that theſe Pains would 
break my Heart, and egg my Being? Oh that I 
might ance die at laſt ! Oh that I had never had a 
Being — Theſe Groans will the Thoughts of 
Eternity wring from their Hearts. They were 
wont to think the Sermon long, and Prayer Tong; 
how long then will they think theſe endleſs Tor- 
ments? What Difference is there betwixt the 
Length of their Pleaſures and of their Pains? The 


one continucd but a Moment, the other endureth 


through 
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through all Eternity. Oh that Sinners would lay 
this Thought to Heart! Remember how Time 4s 
almoſt gone. I bou art ſtanding all this while at 
the Door of Eternity; and Death is waiting to o- 
pen the Door, and put thee in. Go fleep out but 
a few more Nights, and ſtir up and down on 
Farth a few more Days, and then thy Nights and 
Days ſhall end; thy Thoughts, and Cares, and 
Diſpleaſures, and all ſhall be devoured by Eternity; 
thou muſt enter upon the State which ſhall never 
be changed. As the Joys of Heaven are beyond 
our conceiving, ſo alſo are the Pains of Hell. Ex 
verlaſting Torment is unconceivable Torment. 


_ Bur methinks 1 ive the obſtinate Sinner 
. „ reſolving, If 1 muſt be damned, there is 
no Remedy; rather than I will live ſo preciſely, I 


my, 


will put it to the Venture; I ſhall eſcape as well as 
the reſt of my Neighbours, and we will even bear 
Alas, poor Creature! 


. 


it as well as we can. 
would thou didſt but know what it is that th 
doſt fo boldly venture on: I dare ſay thou would 
Teep this Night but very unquietly, Wilt thou 
leave thyſelf no Room for Hope ? Art thou ſuch an 
implacable Enemy to Chri/t and thy own Soul? 
And doſt thou think indeed, that thou canſt bear 
the Wrath of Goo, and go away fo eaſily with 
theſe eternal Torments ! Yet let me beg this of 
thee, that before thou dM ſo flatly reſolve, thou 
— lend thine Attention to theſe few Que- 

ions: 


Firft, Wuo art thou that thou ſhouldſt bear the 
Wrath of God ? Art thou a God; or art thoy | 
Man? What is thy Strength to undergo ſo much 
15 it not as the Strength of Wax or vt ubble to oſt 
the Fire? Or as Chaff to the Wind; or as Duſt 
before the Whirlwind 8 he not as ſtout a Man 
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as thyſelf, who cried to Gop, Wilt Thou breat 8 
Leaf driven to and fro? And wilt thou purſue the 
dry Stubble? If thy Strength were as Iron, and 
thy Bones as Braſs, thou couldſt not bear. If thy 
Foundation were as the Earth, and thy Power as 
the Heavens, yet ſhouldſt thou periſh at the Breath 
of = Indignation. How much more 1 thou 
art but a little, creeping, breathing Clay, kept a 
few Days from ſtinking. and —— being eaten 
with Worms, by the mere Support and Favour of 
Him whom thou thus reſiſteſt 


Secondly, Ir thou be fo ſtrong, and thy Heart fo 
ſtout, why do thoſe ſmall Sufferings fo diſmay thee ? 
I thou have but a Fit of the Gout or Stone, what 
(Groans doſt thou utter? The Houſe is filled with 
thy Complaints. If thou ſhouldft but loſe a Leg or 
an Arm, thou wouldſt make a Matter of it. 
If thou loſe thine Eſtate, and fall into Poverty and 
jr how heavily wouldſt thou bear any one 
of theſe? And yet all theſe laid together, will be 
one Day accounted a happy State, in Compariſon 
of that which is ſuffered in Hell. Let me fee thee 
make as light of Convulſive, Gouty, Rheumatick 
Pains, when they ſeize upon thee, and then the 
Strength of thy Spirit will appear. Alas, how ma- 
ny ſuch Boaſters as thyſelf have I ſeen made ſtoop 
and eat their Words? And when Go hath but 
let out a little of his Wrath, that Pharaab, who 
before aſked, Ml is the Loxp ? hath cried, I bau- 


. 


ger in the Candle; ſo do thou: Hold thy Finger 
a-while in the Fire, and feel there whether thou 
canſt endure the Fire of Hell. Au/flin mentioneth 
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2 chaſte Chriſtian Woman, -who bein 

Uncleanneſs by a lewd Ruffian, the debe le him for 
her Sake to hold his Finger one Hour in the Firez 
he anſwereth, it is an unreaſonable Requeſt : How 
much more unreaſonable is it (faid the) that I 
ſhould burn in Hell for the ſatisfy; Fing your Luſt? 
So ſay I to thee; if it be an in le Thing to 
ond the Heat of the Fire for a Year, or a Day 
or an Hour, what will it be to ſuffer ten thouſand 
Times more for ever? What if thou wert to ſuffer 
Lawrence's Death, to be roaſted upon a Grid- Iron; 
or to be ſcraped or pricked to Death, as other Mar- 
tyrs were? If thou couldſt not endure ſuch Thi 
as theſe, how wit thou endure the eternal Flames 


Furth Ir tou be ſo ſearleſs of that: * 
Miſery, - is the leaſt Fore-taſte of it ſo terrible? 
Didſt thou never feel ſuch a Thing as a torment- 
ing Conſcience? If thou haſt not, thou ſhalt do. 
Diaſt thou never ſee and ſpeak with a Man that 
lived ,jn Deſperation, or in ſome Degree of theſe 
Wounds of Spirit that was near Deſpair ? How un- 
comfortable was their Conference? How burden- 
ſome their Lives? W doth them good which 
they poſleſs ; the Sight of Friends, or * Houſe, or 
Goods, which refreſh others, is a Trouble to 
them; they feel no Sweetneſs in Meat or Drink ; 

are weary of Life, and fearful of Death. 
What is the Matter with theſe Men? If the Miſe 
ry of the Damned itſelf can be endured, why can» 
not they more eaſily endure theſe little Sparks? 


Fifthly, Tat me "faithfully, What if thou 
ſhouldſt but ſee the Devil appear to thee in ſome 
terrible Shape, would it not daunt thee ? What if 
thou ſhouldſt meet him in thy Way Home, ot he 
hould lhew himſelf to thee at Night in thy Bed- 

. M3 chamber, 
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chamber, would not thy Heart fail thee, and thy 
Hair ſtand on End ? I could name thee thoſe that 
have been as confident as thyſelf, who, by ſuch a 
Sight, have been fo appalled, that were in 


Danger of being driven out of their Wits. Or 
what if ſome damned Soul, of thy former Acquain- 
tance, ſhould a 


thee 
Hell 


to thee, would not this amaze 
128 hat is this to the Torments of 
f Canſt thou not endure a Shadow to appear 
before thee how wilt thou endure to live with 


Lash, Lar me aſk thee, If the Wrath of Gop 
be to be made fo light of, why did the Son of 
D Himſelf make ſo great a Matter of it? When 
He had taken upon Him the Payment of our Debt, 
and bore that Puniſhment we had deſerved, it makes 
Him ſweat Water and Blood; it makes the Loxp 
of Life to cry, My Soul is heavy, even te the Death. 
It makes Him cry out upon the Croſe, My God, 
amy Gop, why haft Thou forſaken Me ? Surely, if 
any one could have borne theſe Sufferings, it would 
have been Fe/us Chriſt, He had another Meaſure 
of Strength to bear it than thou haſt. | 


Wo to poor Sinners for their mad Security] Do 

think to find it tolerable to them, which was 
| fo heavy to'Chriff? Nay, the Son of Gov is caſt 
into a bitter Agony, bloody Sweat, under the 
Curſe of the Law only ; and yet the feeble, fooliſh 
Creature makes nothing to bear alſo the Curſe of 
the Goſpel : The good Lord bring theſe Men to 
their right Minds by Repentance, leſt they buy 
their Wit at too dear a Rate, W 
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AND the" haye rage wo Hepes of 
Miſery, who. miſs of this Reſt prepared for the 
Saints. And now, Reader, I demand thy Reſo- 
lution, what Uſe thou wilt make of all this? 
Shall it all be loſt to thee? Or wilt thou conſider 
it in good Earneſt ? Thou haſt caſt by many a 
Warning of Gop, wilt thou do ſo by this alſo t 
Take Heed what thou doſt, and how thou — 
veſt, Gop will not always ſtand warnin 
threatning. The Hand of Revenge is li - 
the Blow is coming, and Wo to him on whom 
it lightetb. Little thinkeſt thou how near thou 
ſtandeſt to thy eternal State, and how near the 
Pit thou art dancing in thy TN. If chy 2 
were but opened, as they will be ſhortly, 
wouldſt ſee all this that I £ ſpoken » Ho 
Eyes, without ftirring from the Place in which 
thou ſtandeſt. Doſt thou throw by the. Book, and 
ſay, it ſpeaks of nothing but Hell and Damnation? 

Man den uſeſt alſo to complain of the Miniſter 
wy wouldſt thou not have us tell thee of theſe 
Things ? Should we be guilty of the Blood of thy 
Soul, by keeping ſilent that which Gop ha 
cha us to 4 known ? Wouldſt thou periſh 
in Eaſe and Silence, and alſo have us to periſh 
with thee, rather than diſpleaſe oy by ſpeak- 
ing the Truth ? If thou wilt be guilty of fuch in- 
buman Cruelty, Gop forbid we ſhould be < guilty 
of ſuch ſottiſh Folly ! 


Turxx are few Preachers ſo ſimple, but they 
know that this Kind of Preaching is the ready 
Way to be hated of their Hearers : And the De- 
fire of the Favour of Men is ſo natural, that few 
delight in ſuch a diſpleaſing Way. But I beſeech 
thee conſider, Are theſe Things true, or are they 
not? If they were not true, 1 Teould heartily join 
with thee againſt any Miniſter that ſhould offer to 
| preach 


%. 
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„ and to affrf poor People When 
re is uo Cruſe. But if theſe Threatnings be 
the Words of Gov; What a Wretch art thou that 
wouldſt not hear ies of conſider it ? Why, What 
is the Matter? If thou be ſure that iow art one 
ow e'People of Gon, this Doctrine will be a 

oft to thee : But if thou be yet ubregenerate, 
methirtks thou ſhouldſt be as fearful to hear of Hea- 
ven as of Hell, except the bare Name of Heaven or 
Salvation be ſufficient. Sure there is no Doctrine 
—— Heaven in all the Scripture. that can 
rect; but upon the Suppoſal of 

what Comfort is it to thee, to 

he Bree that — is Reſt remaining to the People of 
God, except thou be one of them? Nay, what 
more terrible, than to read of Chrift and Salvation 
for others, when thou muſt be ſhut out? There- 
fore, except thou wouldſt have a Miniſter to 
preach'a Lie, it is all one to thee, for any Com- 
fort thou haſt in it, whether he preach of Heaven 
or Hell to'thee. His preaching Heaven and Mer- 
ey to thee, can be nothing elſe but to entreat thee 
to ſeek them; but he can make thee no Promiſe 
of it, but upon Condition of thy obeying the Goſ- 
pe] ; and his preaching Hell, is but to perſuade 
chice"to avoid it. And is not this Doctrine fix for 
thee'to'hear? Indeed if thou wert quite paſt Hope 
dl eſcaping it, then it were in vain to tell thee of 
Hell, but rather let thee take a few merry Houts 
whilſt thou 27 but as long as thou att alive, 
there is Ho . hy Recovery, and therefore al 
Means mu be ud, to awake thee from thy Le- 


chargy. 


On Abet ſome gon of Thunder, TY could 
ſpeak as Poul, till the Hearers tremble, were 
now to preach this Doctrine to thee! Alas! as 
co as you think I ſpeak, yet is it not the 

thouſancth 
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thouſandth Part of what muſt be felt ; for what 
Heart can now conceive, or what T ex- 
ſs the Pains of thoſe Souls that are under the 
rath of Gop? Ah, that ever blind Sinners 
ſhould wilfully bring themſelves to ſuch — 
2 Miſery ! You will then be c to Jeſus 
„Oh \ Me ! Oh Pity! Why, I do now 
e Name of the Lonp Jesvs cry to thee, Oh 
_ "Mercy, have Pity upon thine own Soul ! 
Shall Gop pity thee, who wilt not be entreated 
to pity thyſelf ! If thy Horſe ſee but a Pit before 
him, thou canſt ſcarcely force him in ; and wilt 
thau ſo -obſtinately thyſeif into Hell, when 
the Danger is foretold thee ? Oh who con fland be- 
fore the Lonp, and who can abide the Fierceneſs of 
bis Anger? Methinks thou ſhouldſt need no mots 
Words, but preſently caſt away thy Sins, and de- 
liver up thyſelf to Chi. Reſolve on it immedi- 
nels Ur ooh bop a that I may ſee thy Face 
eſt among the Saints. The Lond: perſuade 

thy Heart to it, without longer Delay: * if 
N. unto Death, and there be no 
Remedy, yet do not ſay anotber Day, but that 
thou wafl faithfully warned, and that hadſt a 
Friend that would fain have prevented thy Damna- 
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Ze of this Reſt ; and exciting 10 . 
5 _ 


[COME now to the ſecond Uſe. I there be 
lorious Reſt, why is there nv 
r it? One would think that 
u Man that did b ut once hear of ſuch unſpeakable 
Slory, and did believe what he heareth to be true, 
ſported with Deſire aſter it, ſhould 
to eat or drink, and mind and care 
for nothing elſe, and ſpeak of and aſter 
nothing, var how to get this Treaſure] And yet 


People who hear it daily, and proſeſs to believe My 


go as tittle mind it, or care, or labour for it, 2s 
if they had never heard of any ſuch Thing, or did 
not believe one Word that they hear. © 


I sHALL apply this Reproof more rticularl 
to four Sorts of Men. Fi ik to the Wo idly-mind- 
ed, who is ſo taken up in ſeeking the Things be- 
low, that he hath neither Heart nor Time to ſeek 
this Reſt. 8 

May I not well ay to theſe Men, as Paul to 
the. Galatians in another” Cate, E Fooliſh Sinners ! 
Ibo hath bewitched you ? It is not for nothing that 
Divines uſe to call the World a Witch; for - in 
Witchcraft, Mens Lives, Senſes, Goods, or Cat- 


tle are deſtroyed by a ſtrange, ſecret, unſeen * 
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of the Devil, af which a Man can give no natural 
Reaſon; ſo; here, Men will deſtroy, their owa, 
Souls in a Way quite againſt their own 
ledge, Would not a Man wonder, that is in bis, 
right Senſes, to ſee what riding and running, 
Pat N and catching there: is for a Thbir 
of nought, while eternal Reſt lies by. neglected. |; 
What cantriving and caring, what fighting and 
„dhe, to get 2. Sen higher, in the, World. 
+ I than their Brethren, while they neglect the King» 
ly Dignity: of the Saints! What inſatiable Purſuit; 
of fleſhly Pleaſures, ' whilſt they. look upon the 
Praiſes of GoD, which is the Joy of Angels, as a. 
Burden! What unwearicd Diligence is there in 
riſing their LON, enlarging. theix Poſſeſſons, 
pthering a little Silver or Gold? Yea, perhaps 
or a poor Living from Hand to Mouth, while in 
the mean Time their Judgment is drawing near; 
and yet how it ſhall go with them then, or how 
they ſhall live eternally, did never put them to 
me Hour's ſober Conſideration. | 


War riſing up early, ſitting up late, labour - 
ing and caring Year after FED maintain them 
ſklves and Children in Credit till they die; but 
what ſhall follow after, That they never think on; 
Nad yet theſe Men cry to us, May not a Man be 
ly ed without ſo much a-do ? How early do they 
4 rouze up their Servants to their Labour? [Up, 
e- come away to work, we have this to do, and that 
ek vdo ;] but how ſeldom do they call them Up, 
you have your Soul to look to, you have everlait- 
ag Life to provide for; up to Prayer, to the read- 
ng of the Scripture. ] | 


EBRD IO YT WS ow 


Wuar a gadding up and down the World. is 
lere, like a Corzpany of Ants upon a Hillock, 
Wing unceſſant Pains to gather a Treaſure, which 

| | eat 
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Death wil! ſpurn 
excellent Thing to die in the Midſt of Wealth and 
Honours ! Or as if it would be ſuch a Comfort to 
a Man in another World, to think that he was a 
Lord, or a Knight, or a Gentleman, or a rich 
Man on Earth? What hath this World done for 
its Lovers and Friends, that it is fo rly fol- 
lowed, and painfully ſought after, while Cbhr; 
and Heaven ftand by, few regard them ? 
what will the World do for them for the Time to 
come? The common Entrance into it is through 
Anguiſh and Sorrow. The Paſſage through it is 
with continual Care and Labour. The Paſſage 
out of it is with the greateſt Sharpneſs and Sadneſs 
of all. What then doth cauſe Men ſo much to 
follow and affect it? O unreaſonable, bewitched 
Men! Will Mirth and Pleaſure ftick cloſe to you! 
Will Gold and worldly Glory prove faſt Friends 
to you in the Time of your _ Need ? Will 
17 hear 2 Cries in the of your Calami- 
'f a Man ſhould fay to 1 as Ehas did to 
s Prieſts, Cry * Oh. Riches, or Honour, 
now help us! Will they either anſwer or relieve 
your Win 48 along with you to another 
World, and bribe the Judge, Sf bring you off 
clear; or purchaſe you a Room among the Blell- 
ed? Why then did ſo rich a Man want a Drop of 
Water to cool his Tongue? Or are the ſweet 
Morſels of prefent Delight and Honour of more 
Worth than eternal Reſt? and will they recom- 
pence the Loſs of that enduring Treafure ? Can 
there be the leaſt Hope of any of theſe ? What 
then is the Matter? Is it only a Room for our 
dead Bodies that we are ſo much beholden to the 
World for? Why this is the laſt and longeſt 
Courteſy that we ſhall receive from it. But we 
ſhall! have this whether we ſerve it or no; and 
even that homely, duſty Dwelling it will * — 
| - 01 


abroad, as if it were ſuch an 
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ford us always neither ; it ſhall poſſeſs our Duſt 
but *cill che Reſurrection. How then doth the 
World deſerve ſo well at Mens Hands, that they 
ſhould part with Chr:/t and their Salvation to be 
its Followers ? Ah vile deceitful World ! How oft 
have we heard thy faithfulleſt Servants at laſt com- 
plaining, 'Oh the World hath deceived me, and 
undone me! And yet ſuceeeding Sinners will take 
no Warning. | . 


. $0 this is the ßirſt Sort of Negledtes of Hea- 
ven which fall under this Reproof. 


2. Tux ſecond Sort here to be reproved, are 
the prophane, ungodly, preſumptuous Multitude, 
who will not be perſuaded to be at ſo much Pains 
for Salvation, as to perform the common outward 
Duties of Religion. Yea, though they are con- 
vinced that theſe Duties are commanded, yet will 
they not be brought to the common Practice of 
them. If they have the Goſpel preached in the 
Town where they dwell, it may be they will give 
the Hearing to it one Part of the Day, and ſtay 
at Home the other; or if the Maſter come to the 
Congregation, yet Part of his Family muſt ſtay at 
Home, If they want the plain and powerful 
Preaching of the Goſpel, how few are there in a 
whole Town who will travel a Mile or two to 
hear abroad, though they will go many Miles to 
the Market for their Bodies, 


AND tho? they know the Scripture is the Law 
of Gop, by which they muſt be acquitted or 
condemned in Judgment ; and that it is the Pro- 
perty of every bleſſed Man to delight in this Law, 
and to meditate in it Day and Night; yet will they 
not be at the Pains to read a Chapter once a Day, 
nor to acquaint their Families with this Doctrine 
Vor. XXXVII. N of 
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ot Salvation. But if they carry a Bible to Church, 
and let it lie by them all the Week, this is the 
moſt Uſe that make of it, And tho? they 
are commanded to pray without ceaſing ; and to 
pray and not to faint ; to continue in Prayer, 
and in the ſame with Thankſgiving; yet will 
they not pray conſtantly with their Families, or 
in ſecret. You may hear in their Houſes two 
Oaths for one Prayer. Or if they do any Thing 
this Way, it is uſually but a running over a few 
formal Words which they have got on their 
Tongues-End, as if they eame en to 
make a Jeſt of Prayer, and to mock Gop and 
their own Souls. 1 7256.4 FS 


AL As, he that only reads in a 
miſerable, and what his Soul 
but never felt himſelf miſerable, or felt his ſeveral 
Wants, no Wonder if he muſt alſo fetch his 
Prayer from his Book only, or at fartheſt- from 
the Strength of his Memory. So/omon's Requeſt 
to Gop 'was, That what Prayer or 
| nr 
People, toben every Man ſball know his own Sore, 
and his own Grief, and fhall ſpread forth his Hands 
befire Gon, that Gon would then hear and for- 
give, 2 Chron. vi. 29, 30. If thcſe Men did thus 
know and feel every Man the Sore, and the Grief 
of his own Soul, we ſhould neither need ſo much 
to urge them to Prayer, nor to teach them how 
to perform it. Whereas now they invite Gop to 
be backward in giving, by their Backwardneſs in 
| - aſking; and to weary of relieving them, by 

their own being . begging; and to be ſel - 
dom and ſhott in his Favours, as they are in 
their Pravers ; and to give them but common and 
outward Favours, as they put up but common and 
outſide Requeſts, Yea, their cold and heartleſs 


Prayers 
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Prayers invite Gop to a flat Denial: For among 
Men it is taken for granted, that he who aſks but 


ſlightly and ſeldom, cares not much for what he 
s. Do not theſe Men judge themſelves un- 


a 

worthy of Heaven, who think it not worth their 

more conſtant and earneſt” Requeſts ? If it be not 

worth _ for, it is worth nothing. And yet 
d 


if one ſhould go from Houſe to Houſe, through 
Town and Pariſh, and enquire at every Houſe as 
you go, whether they do Morning and Evening 
call their Family together, and earnefily ſeek the 
Loxp in Prayer; how few would you find that 
coaſtantly and conſcientiouſly practiſe this Duty ? 
If every Door were marked where they do not 
thus call upon the Name of Gop, that his Wrath 
might be poured out upon that Family, our Towns 
would be as Places overthrown by the Plague, the 
People being dead within, and the Mark of Judg- 
ment without. I fear where one Houſe would 
efcape, ten would be marked out for Death; then 
they might teach their Doors to pray, Lord have 
Mercy uten us ; becauſe the People would not pray 
themſelves. But eſpecially if you could ſee what 
Men do in their ſecret Chambers, how few ſhould 
you find in a Whole Town, that ſpend one Quar- 
ter of an Hour, Morning and Night, in earneſt 
Supplication to Gon for their Souls! Oh how 
little do theſe Men ſet by eternal Reſt ! FA 


Trvs do they flothfully neglect all Endeavours 
for their own Welfare, except ſome publick Duty. 
in the Congregations, which Cuſtom or Credit 
doth engage them to. Perſuade them to read good 
Books, and they will not be at ſo much Pas. 
Perſuade them to learn the Grounds of the Reli- 
gion in ſome Catechiſm, and they think it toil- 
ſome Slavery, fit for School - Boys. Perſuade them 
to landtify the I” In and to ſpend it wholly 
24 N 2 in 


® 
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in hearing the Word, and repeating it with their 
Families, and Prayer and Meditation, and to for- 
bear all their worldly Thoughts and Speeches; 
and what a tedious Life do they take this to be ; 
and how long may you preach to them, before 
they will * to it? As if they thought 
Heaven were not worth all this a- do. 


3. Tux third Sort that fall under this R f, 
are thoſe ſelf-cozening, formal, lazy Proſeſſors of 
Religion, who will brought to any outward 
Duty, but to the inward Work, they will never 
be perſuaded. They will preach, or hear, or 
read, or talk of Heaven, or pray cuſtomarily or 
conſtantly in their Families, and take Part with 
the Perſons and Cauſes that are , and deſire 
to te eſteemed among the Godly, but you can 
never bring them to the more ſpiritual Duties, as 
to be conſtant and fervent in ſecret Prayer; to be 
conſcientious in the Duty of Self-examination, to 
be conſtant in Meditation, to be heavenly-mind- 
ed, to watch conſtantly over their Heart, and 
Words and Ways, to deny their bodily Senſes 
their Delights, to mortify the Fleſh, and not 
make Proviſion for it, to fulfil its Luſts; to love 
and heartily forgive an Enemy, and to prefer their 
Brethren heartily before themſelves. The outſide 
Hypocrites will never be perſuaded to any of theſe. 
Above all other, two Sorts there are of theſe Hy- 


pocrites. 
1. Tux ſuperficial, opiniative Hypocrite. 
2. Tre worldly Hypocrite. p 
Tus former-entertaineth the Dodrine of the 


Goſpel with Joy; but it is only into the Surface 
of his Soul, ke never gives the Seed any Depth of 


oo TY we Wo FF OY 


s - Oo” I OO & © bo 5 ww 5 ©w =w 5 & = oo = www og Ww 


* novo 0 


his Religion is but Opinion, ſo is his Study, and 


Zeal for Ceremonies. If his Jud 


Lonęings 
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Earth. He changeth his Opinion, and thereupon 
engageth for Religion, as the right Way, but it 


never melted and new moulded bis Heart, nor ſet 
up Chrift there in full Power and Authority: As 


Conference, and chief Buſmeſs all about Opinion. 
He is uſually an ignorant, proud, bold Enquirer 
and Babler about Controverſies, rather than an 
humble Embracer of the known Truth, with Love 
and Subjection: You may conjecture by his bold 
and forward Tongue, and Conceitedneſs in his 
own Opinions; and ſlighting the Judgments and 
Perſons of others, and ſeldom talking of the great 
Things of Chrift with Seriouſneſs and Humility ; 


"that his Religion dwelleth in the Brain, and net 


in his Heart; where the Wind of Temptation aſ- 
faults him, he eaſily yieldeth, and it carrieth him 
away as a Feather, uſe his Heart is empty, 


and not balanced and eſtabliſhed with Chi and 


Grace. If this Man's Judgment lead him in the 
ceremonious Way, then doth he employ his chief 


be againſt 
Ceremonies, then his ſtrongeſt is ones 
in ſtudying, talking, diſputing againſt them, and 
cenſuring the Ufers of them. For not having the 
Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, he hath only the Mint 
and Cummin, the ſmaller Matters of the Law, 'to 


lay out his Zeal upon. You ſhall never hear any 


humble and hearty Bewailings of his Soul's Imper- 
ſections, or any heart-bleeding Acknow! 
of his Unkindneſſes to Chr., of any Pantings and 
after Him, from this Man; but that he 
is of ſuch a Judgment, or fach a Religion, or 8o- 
ciety, or a Member of ſuch a Church + Herein 
doth he gather his greateſt Comforts ; but the in- 
ward ol; ſpiritual of a Chriſtian be will 
not be brought to. 20 
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Tus like be faid of the worldly Hypocrite, 
who — Doctrine of the Gabel with the 
Thorns of worldly Cares and Deſires. His Judg- 
ment is convinced, that he muſt be religious, or 

he cannot be ſaved ; and therefore he reads, and 

. hears, and prays, and forſakes his former Com- 
pany and Courſes; but becauſe his Belief of the 
Goſpel Doctrine is but wavering and ſhallow, he 
reſolves to keep his Hold of — * Things; and 
yet to be religious, that ſo he may have — 
when he can keep the World no longer. This 

Man's Judgment may ſay, Gos is the chief 

Good, but his Heart and Affections never ſaid ſo, 

- but Jooked upon Gop as to be tolerated rather 

than the Flames of Hell, but not defired before 

- the Felicity on Earth. In a Word, the World 

. cHath more of his Aﬀections than Gop, and there- 

. fore is his God. This he might eafily know and 
feel, if he would judge impartially, and were 

- but faithful to himſelf. And though this Man 

does no gad after Novelties in Religion, as the 

former; yet will he fet his Sails to the Wind of 
worldly Advantage. And as a Man whoſe Spirits 

are ſeiacd on by ſome peſtilential Mali nity, is 
feeble and faint, and heartleſs in all that be oes; 

fo this Man's Spirits being poſſeſſed by the Plague 
of this malignant worldiy Diſpoſition, how faint 
is he in ſecret Prayer ! How ſuperficial in Exami- 
nation and Meditation! How feeble in Hcart- 

- watchings, and humbling, mortifying Endeavour 
How nothing at all in loving and walking with 

- Gop, rejoicing in Him, or deſiring Him ! So that 

- both theſe, and many other Sorts of lazy Hypo- 

crites there are, who though they will trudge on 

with you in the eaſy Outſide of Religion, yet will 
never be at the Pains of inward and ſpiritual 


win? | 4. Ann 
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4. AND even Men themſelves deſerve this 
Reproof, for being too lazy Seekers of everlaſting 
Reſt. Alas, what a Diſproportion is there be- 
tween our Light and our Heat? Our Profeffions 
and Proſecution ? Who makes that Haſte, as if it 
were ſor Heaven? How till we ſtand ? How idly 
we work ? How we talk, and jeſt, and trifle away 
our Time? How deceitfully we do the Work of 
Gop ? How we hear, as if we heard not; and 
pray, as if we pray'd not; and confer, and exa- 
mine, and meditate, and reprove Sin, as if we 
did it not ; 'and uſe the Ordinances, as if we uſed 
them not; and enjoy Chriſt, as if we enjoyed 
Him not; as if we had learned to uſe the Things 


of Heaven, as the Apoſtle teacheth us to uſe the 


World ? Who would think that ſtood by us, and 
heard us pray in private or publick, that we were 
praying for no leſs than everlaſting Glory ? Should 

eaven be ſought no more earneſtly than thus? 
Methinks we are none of us all in good Sadneſs 
for our Souls. We do but daily with the Work 
of Gop, and play with Chriſt, as Children play 
with their Meat when they ſhould eat it ; we ha 
upon Ordinances from Day to Day, but we ſtir 
not ourſelves to ſeek the Lomb. 


Isg a great many very conſtant in Hearing 
and Praying, but they do not hear and pray as if 
it were for their Lives. Oh, what a frozen Stu- 
2 hath benumbed ns ! The Plague of Let's 

ife is upon us, as if we were changed into life- 
leſs and immoveable Pillars: We are dying, and 
we know it, and yet we ftir not; we are at the 
Door of eternal Happineſs or Miſery, and yet we 
perceive it not: Death knocks, and we hear it 
not; Chrift calls and knocks, and we hear not: 
Gup cries to us, To-day if you will hear My Voice, 
tarden nat your Hearts, Meri while it is Day, " 4 
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the Night cometh, when none ſhall work. Now ply 
or Buſineſs, now labour ſor your Lives, now 
ay out all your Strength, now or never; and yet 
we ſtir no more than if we were half » What 
Haſte do Death and Judgment make? How faſt 
do they come on ? They are almoſt at us, and yet 
what little Haſte make we ? The Spur of Gop is 
in our Side, we bleed, we groan, and yet we do 
not mend our Pace. Loxp, what a ſenſeleſs, ſot- 
tiſh, earthly, helliſh Thing is a hard Heart] That 
we will not go roundly and chearfully toward Hea- 
ven without all this a-do! No, nor with it nei- 
ther? Where is the Man that is ſerious in his 
Chriſtianity ? Methinks Men every where make 
but a Tride of their eternal State, They look 
after it hüt a little by the by; they do not make 
it the and Buſineſs of their Lives. 


To be plain with you, I think nothing undoes 
Men fo much as complimeniing and jeſting in 
Religion. Oh, if I were not ſick myſelf of the 
Tame Diſeaſe, with what Tears ſhould I mix this 
Ink ; and with what Groans ſhould I expreſs theſe 
ſad Complaints; and with what Heart's Grief 
ſhould I'mourn over this univerfal Deadueſs? Do 
the Magiſtrates among us ſeriouſly perform their 

Portion of the Work? Are they zealous for Goo? 
Do they build up his Houſe? Are they tender of 
his Honour? Do they ſecond the Word? Encou- 
tage the Good? Pelieve the Oppreſſed? Compal- 
ſionate the Diſtreſſed? And fly at the Face of Sin 
and Sinners, as being the Hiſturbers of our Peace, 

and the only Cauſe of all our Miferies ? Do they 
_Nudy how to do the utmoſt they can for Gov ? 
To improve their Power and Parts, and Wealth 
and Hanour, and all their Intereſts for the greateſt 

Advantage to the Kingdom of Chrift, as Men that 
muſt ſhortly gire an Account of their * f 
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Or do they build their own Houſes, and ſeek their 
Advancements, and conteſt for their own Honours, 
and do no more for Chri/t than needs they muſt, 
or than Jies in their Way, or than is put by 
others into their Hands, or than ſtands with the 
eaſin * their Friends, or with their worldly 
reſt? 


AnD how thin are thoſe Miniſters that ate ſe- 
rious in their Work? Nay, how mightily do the 
very beſt fail in this! Do we cry out of Mens 
Dif.bedience to the Goſpel, in the Evidence and 
Power of the Spirit, and deal with Sin, as that 
which is the Fire in our Towns and Houſes, and 
by Force pull Men out of this Fire ? Do we per- 
ſuade our People, as thoſe that know the Ter- 
rors of the Lox D ſhould do? Do we preſs Chrift, 
and Regeneration, and Faith, and Holineſs, as 
Men that believe indeed, that without theſe they 
ſhall never have Life ? Do our Bowels yearn over 
the ignorant, and the careleſs, and the obſtinate 
Muliitude, as Men that believe their own Doc- 
tine? When we look them in the Face, do our 
Hearts melt over them, leſt we ſhould never fee 
their Faces in Reſt? Do we, as Paul, tell them 
weeping, of their fleſhly and earthly Diſpoſition ? 
And teach them publickly, and from Houſe to 
Houſe, Night and Day with Tears; And do we 
entreat them, as if it were indeed for their Lives ? 
That when we ſpeak of the Joys and Miſeries of 
another World, our People may fee us affected 
accordingly, and perceive that we mean as we 
ſpeak ? Or rather, do we not ſtudy Words? As 
if a Miniſter's Buſineſs were but to tell them a 
ſmooth Tale of an Hour long, and ſo look no 
more after them till the next Sermon. 


On 
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On the formal, frozen, lifeleſs Sermons which 
we „Ian upon the moſt weighty 
piercing Subjects in the World ! How gently do 


we handle thoſe Sins, which will handle ſo cruelly 


vur Peoples Souls? And how tenderly do we deal 
with their careleſs Hearts, not ſpeaking to them 
as to Men that muſt be wakened or damned. We 
tell them of Heaven and Hell in ſuch a ſleepy 
Tone, and flight Way, as if we were but acting 
a Part in a Play; fo that we uſually preach our 
People aſleep with theſe Subjects, which one 
would think ſhould rather endanger the driving 
ſome beſides themſelves. 


" In a Word, our Want of Seriouſneſs about the 
Things of Heaven, doth charm the Souls of Men 
into Formality, and hath brought them to this 
cuſtomary, careleſs Hearing, which undoes them. 
The Lorp pardon the great Sin of the Miniſtry 
in this Thing, and, in particular, my own. 


Ap are the People any more ſerious than 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters? How can it be ex- 
petted ? Reader, look but to thyſelf, and reſolve 


the Queſtion. Aſk Conſcience, and ſuffer it to tell 


thee truly. Haſt thou ſet thine eternal Reſt before 
thine Eyes as the great Buſineſs, which thou haſt to 
do in this World? Haſt thou ſtudied, and cared, 
and watched, and laboured, with all thy Might, 
left any ſhould take thy Crown from thee? Haſt 
thou made Haſte, leſt thou ſhouldſt come too late, 
and die before the Work be done? Hath thy Heart 
been ſet upon it, and thy Defires and Thoughts 
run out this Way ? Haſt thou prefſed on through 
Crouts of Oppoſition towards the Mark, for the 
Prize of the high Calling of Gop in Chriſt Jeſus ? 
When you have ſet your Hand to the Work of 
God, have you done it with all your * 
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Can Conſcience witneſs your ſecret Cries, and 
Groans, and Tears? Can your Families witneſs 
that you have taught them the Fear of the Lon, 
and warned them all with Earneſtneſs and Unwea- 
riedneſs to remember Gop and their Souls ? Or 
that you have done but as much for them, as that 
damned Glutton would have had Lazarus do for 
his Brethren on Earth, to warn them that they 
come not to that Place of Torment? Can your 
Miniſters witneſs that they have heard you cry out, 
IWhat ſhall we do to be ſaved? And that you have 
followed them with Complaints againſt your Core 
ruptions, and with earneſt Enquiries after the 
Loxp? Can your Neighbours about you witneſs, 
that you are till learning of them that are able to 
inſtruct you? And that you plainly and roundly 
reprove the Ungodly, and take Pains for the fav-. 
ing of your Brethrens Souls ? Let all theſe Wit- 
neſſes judge this Day between Gop and you, 
28 you are in good Earneſt about eternal 


Bur if yet you cannot diſcern your Neglects; 
look but to yourſelves, within you, without you, 
to the Work you have done: You can tell by his 
Work, whether your Servant have loitered, tho? 
5. did not ſee him; ſo you may by yourſelves: 

our Love to C'ri/t, your Faith, your Zeal, 
and other Graces, ſtrong or weak? What are 
your Joys? What is your Aſſurance? Is all right 
and ſtrong, and in Order within you? Are you 
ready to die, if this ſhould be the Day ?- Do the, 
Souls, among whom you have converſed, bleſs 
you? Why, judge by chis, and it will quickly 
appear whether you have been Labourers or Lot- 
terers. ö 


CHAP. 
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An Exbortation to Seriouſneſs in ſeeking Ref. 


. ſenſible, what a deſperate Thing it is to trifle 
about eternal Reſt; and how deeply thou haſt been 
Jung of this thyſelf. And I hope alſo, that thou 
not now ſuffer this Conviction to die; but 

art reſolved to be another Man for the Time to 
dome: What ſayeſt thou? Is this thy Reſolution ? 
If thou wert ſick of ſome deſperate Diſeaſe, and 
the Phyſician ſhould tell thee, If you will obſerve 
but one Thing, I doubt not to cure you, wouldſt 
thou not obſerve it? Why, if theu wilt obſerve but 
this one Thing for thy Soul, I make no Doubt of 
thy Salyation : If thou wilt now but ſhake off thy 
Sloth, and put to all thy Strength, and be a down- 
right Chriſtian, I know not what can hinder thy 
Happineſs. As far as thou art gone from Gop, if 
thou now return and ſeek Him with thy- whole 
Heart, no Doubt but 'thou ſhalt find Him. As 
unkindly as thou haſt dealt with Feſus Chrift, if 
thou didſt but feel thyſelf ſick and dead, and ſeek 
Him heartily, and apply thyſelf in good Earneſt to 
the Obedience of his Laws, thy Salvation were as 
ſure as if thou hadſt it already: But as full as the 
Satisfaction of Chri/? is, as free as the Promiſe is, 
as large as the Mercy of Gop is; yet if thou do 
but look on theſe, and talk of them, when thou 
ſhould greedily entertain them, thou wilt be ne- 


ver better for them: And if thou ſhouldſt loſs 
| W 


= E, Reader, by this Time thou art ſomewhat 
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when thou ſhouldſt labour, thou wilt loſe the 
Crown. O fall to Work then ſpeedily and ſeri- 
ouſly, and bleſs Gop that thou haſt yet Time to 
do it; and though that which is paſt cannot be re- 
called, yet redeem the Time now by doubling thy 
Diligence. 


Axp becauſe thou ſhalt ſee I urge thee not 
without Cauſe, I will here adjoin a Multitude of 
Conſiderations to move thee: Their Intent and 
Uſe is, to drive thee from delaying, and from loiter- 
ing in ſeeking Reſt. Whoever thou art therefore, 
] entreat thee to rouze up thy Spirit, and give me 
a While thy Attention, and (as Moſes ſaid to the 
People) Set thy Heart to all the Words that I teftify 
to thee this Day; for it is not a vain Thing, but it is 
for thy Life. * Weigh what I here write, with the 
Judgment of a Man; and the Loxp open thy 
Heart, and faſten his Counſcl effectually upon thee, 


1. CoxnsiptR, Our Affections and Actions 
fhould be anſwerable to the Greatneſs of the Ends 
to which they are intended. Now the Ends of a 
Chriſtian's Deſires and Endeavours are ſo great, 
that no human Underſtanding on Earth can com- 
prehend them; whether you reſpect their proper 
Excellency, their exceeding Importance, or their 
abſolute Neceſſity. / | 2 


Tusk Ends are, the 1 of Gop, the 
Salvation of our own and other | Ra Souls, in 
eſcaping the Torments of Hell, and poſſeſſing the 
Glory 'of Heaven. And can a Man be too much 
affected with Things of ſuch Moment? Can he 
deſire them too earneſtly, or love them too violent- 
ly, or labour for them too diligently? When we 
know that if our Prayers prevail not, and our La- 


bour ſucceeds not, we are undone for over, I think 
Vor. XXXVII, O | 
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it concerns us to ſeek and labour to the Purpoſe, 
When it is put to the Queſtion, whether we ſhall 
live for ever in Heaven or in Hell? And the =—_— 
tion muſt be reſolved upon our obeying the Goſpel, 
or diſobeying it, upon the Painfulneſs or the Sloth- 
fulneſs of our preſent Endeavours; I think it is 
Time for us to beſtir ourſelves, and to leave our 


trifling and complimenting with Gop. 
2. CoxsipEx, Our Diligence ſhould be an- 


ſwerable to the Greatneſs of the Work which we 
have to do, as well as to the Ends of it. 


Now the Works of a Chriſtian here are very 
many, and very great: The Soul muſt be renewed; 
many and great Corruptions mortificd ; Cuſtom, 
Temptations, and worldly Intereſt muſt be con- 
quered; Fleſh muſt be m : Life, and Friends, 
and Credit, and all muſt be lighted ; Conſcience 


muſt be upon good Grounds quieted; Aſſurance of 


Pardon and Salvation muſt be attained. And tho' 
it is Gop that muſt give us theſe, and that freely, 


without our own Merits; yet will He not give 


them without our earneſt Seeking and Labour, 


 Bes1Dts, there is a deal of Knowledge to be got, 
for the uiding ourſelves, for defending the Truth, 
for the Direction of others, and a deal of Skill for 
the right managing of our Parts: Many Ordinances 
are to be uſed, and Duties to be performed, ordi- 
nary and extraordinary; every Age, and Year, and 
Day, doth require freſh Succeſhon of Duty; every 


Place we come in, every Perſon we have to deal 


with, every Change of our Condition, doth ſill 
require the renewing our Labour, and bringeth 
Duty along with it; Wives, Children, Servants, 
Neighbours, Friends, Enemics, all of them call 
for Duty from us: And all this of great Importance 

too: 
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too; ſo that for the moſt, if we miſcarry in it, it 
4 would prove our Undoing. 
JupGs then yourſelves, whether Men that have 
3 ſo much Buſineſs lying upon their Hands, ſhould 
0 not beſtir them? and whether it be their Wiſdom 
either to delay, or to loiter ? 
$ . Coxs1per, Our Diligence ſhould be quick- 
e ned, becauſe the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of the 
Time alloted us for the performing of all this Work, 
ind the many and great Impediments. which we 
meet with. Yet a few Days, and we ſhall be here 
l no more. Time paſſeth on: Many Diſeaſes are 
„ Wl ready to aſſault us: We that now are preaching, 
- I and hearing, and talking, and walking, muſt very 
s, ſhortly be carried, and laid in the Duſt, and there 
ce I leſt to the Worms in Darkneſs and Corruption; 
of ve are almoſt there already; it is but a few Days, 
o or Months, or Years, and what is that when once 
y, Wl they are paſt? We know not whether we ſhall 
ve WW have another Sermon, or Sabbath, or Hour. How 
ir, chen ſhould thoſe beſtir them for their everlaſtin 
Reſt, who know they have ſo ſhort a Space for 15 
xt, great a Work? Beſides, every Step in the Way 
h, bath its Difficulties ; the Gate is flrait, and the May 
or WW farrow: The Righteous themſilves are ſcarcely ſaver: 
es WW Scandals and Diſcouragements will be ſtill caſt be- 
li- WJ fore us; and can all theſe be overcome by ſlothſul 
nd WW Endeavours? 
TH | 
al 4. MorxoveR, Our Diligence ſhould be an- 
till bverable to the Diligence of our Enemies in ſeekin 
eth ¶ our Deſtruction. f or if we ſit ſtill while they are 
ts, porting and labouring ; or if we be lazy in our 
all ence, while they are diligent in aſſau ting us, 
ce 


= may eaſily conceive how we are likely to ſpeed. 
ow diligent is Satan in all Kind of Temptations ? 
O2 Thereſore, 


S 
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Therefore, Be ſober and wigilant, becauſe your Al. 


ver ſary, the Devil, as a rearing Lien walketh al out, 
feeking whom he may devour. How diligent are all 
the Miniſters of Satan £ Falſe Teachers, Scorners 
at Godlineſs, malicious Perſecutors, all unwearied; 
and our inward Corruption the moſt buſy and di- 
ligent of all: Whatever we are about, it is ſtill 
reſiſting us; depraving our Duties, perverting our 
Thoughts, dulling our Affections to Good, ex- 
citing them to Evil: And will a feeble Reſiſtance 
ſerve our Tun? Should not we be more active 
for our own Preſervation, than our Enemies for 
our Ruin? 


5. Our Affections and Endeavours ſhould bear 
lome Proportion with the Talents we have recciy- 
ed, and Means we have enjoyed. 


I I'r may well be expected that a Horſe- man ſhall 
go faſler than a Foot- man; and he that hath a ſwift 
Florſe, faſter than he that hath a low one. More 

Work will be expected from a ſound Man, than 

from the Sick; and from a Man at Age, than from 

a Child: And to whom Men commit much, from 


them they will expect the more. 


Now the Talents which we have received are 
many and great: The Means which we have en- 
joyed are very much, and very precious. What 

cople breathing on Earth, have had plainer In- 
ſtructions, or more forcible Perſuaſions, or con- 
ſtant Admonitions, in Seaſon and out of Seaſon! 
Sermons, till we have been weary of them; and 
Sabbaths, till we prophaned them? Excellent 
Books in ſuch Plenty, that we knew not which to 
read]! What People have hail Gop fo near them, as 
we have had? Or have ſeen Chr//t, as it were, 


crucified before their Eyes, as we have done! 
What 
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What People have had Heaven and Hell, as it were, 
opened unto them, as we ? Scarce a Day wherein 
we have not had ſome Spur to put us on. What 
then ſhould ſuch a People make for Heaven? 
ow ſhould they fly that are thus winged ? And how 
ſwiftly ſhould fail that have Wind and Tide 
to help them ? ieve it, Brethren, Gop looks 
for more from England, than from moſt Nations 
in the World ; and for more from you that enjoy 
theſe Helps, than from the dark untaught Congre- 
pens of the Land. A ſmall Meaſure of Grace 
ſeems not ſuch a People; nor will an ordi 
Diligence in the Work of Gop, excuſe them. 


— | 
6. Tun Vigour of our Affections and Actions 
ſhould be anſwerable to the great Coſt beſtowed 
upon us, and to the deep engaging Mercies which 
we have received from Gop. Surely we owe 
more Service to our Maſter, from whom we have 
our Maintenance, than we do to a Stranger, to 
whom we were never beholden. | 


O Tre Coſt that Gop hath been at for our 
Sakes! The Riches of Sex and Land, of Heaven 
and Earth, hath He poured out unto us. All our 
Lives have been filled up with Mercies : We can- 
not look back upon one Hour of it, or one Paſſage 
in it, but we may behold Mercy. We feed upon 
Mercy, we wear Mercy on our Backs, we tread 
upon Mercy ; Mercy within us, Mercy without 
us, for this Life, and for that to come. O the 
rare Deliverances that we have partaked of, both 
national and perſonal! How oft, how ſeaſonably, 
how fully have our Prayers been heard, and our 
Fears removed ? What large Catalogues of parti- 
cular Mercies can every Chriſtian rchearſe? To 
offer to number them would be an endleſs Taſk, 
i to number the Stars, - the Sands of — 
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Ir there be any Difference betwixt Hell, (where 
we ſhould have been) and Earth, (where we now 
are) yea, or Heaven, (which is offered us) then 
certainly we have received Mercy : Yea, if the 
Blood of the Son of Gop be Mercy, then are we 
engaged to Gop by Mercy; for ſo much did it coſt 
Him to recover us to Himſelf. And ſhould a Peo- 
ple of ſuch deep Engagements be lazy in their Re- 
turns? Shall God think nothing too much nor too 
good for us; and ſhall we think all too much that 
we do for Him? Thou that art an obſerving ſenſi- 
ble Man, who knoweſt how much thou art behol- 
den to Gop, I appeal to thee, Is not a loitering 
Performance of a few heartleſs Duties, an unwor- 
thy Requital of ſuch admirable Kindneſs ? For my 
own Part, when I compare my flow and unprofit- 
able Life, with the frequent and wonderful Mer- 
cies received, it ſhames me, it filenceth me, and 
leaves me inexcuſable. 


7. Cons1DER, All the Relations which we ſtand 

in toward Gop, call upon us for our utmoſt Dili- 
gence. - Should not the Pot be wholly at the Ser- 
vice of the Potter, and the Creature at the Service 
of his Creator? Are we his Children, and do we 
not owe Him our moſt tender Affections, and du- 
tiful Obedience? Are we the Spouſe of Ch i, and 
do we not owe Him our Obſervance, and our Love! 
If He be our Father, where is his F{onorr ? and if 
be our Maſter, wh.re is bis Fear ? Mie call Him 
Lorp and Maſter, and we do wel' : But if our In- 
duſtry be not anſwerable to our Relations, we con- 
demn ourſelves in ſaying, we are his Children, or 
his Servants. How will the hard Labour, and daily 
Toil that Servants undergo to plezſe their Maſters, 
judge and condemn thaſe Men who will not labour 
io hard for their great Maſter? Surely there is none 
have 
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have a more honourable Maſter than we, nor can 
expect ſuch Fruit of their Labours. | 


8. How cloſe ſhould they ply their Work, who 
have ſuch Attendants as we have? All the World 
are our Servants, that we may be the Servants of 
Gop. The Sun, and Moon, and Stars, attend 
us with their Light and Influence: The Earth, 
with all its Furniture, is at our Service: How 
many thouſand Plants, and Flowers, and Fruits, 
and Birds, and Beaſts, do all attend us ? The Sea 
with its Inhabitants, the Air, the Wind, the Froſt 
ind Snow, the Heat and Fire, the Clouds and 
Rain, all wait upon us while we do our Work: 
Yea, the Angels ere minifiring Spirits for us. And 
is it not an intolerable Crime for us to trifle, while 
all theſe are employed to aſſiſt us? Nay more; the 
Patience of Gop doth wait upon us; the Lord 
Jus Cbriſi waiteth, in the Offers of his Blood; 
the Holy Spirit waitcth, in firiving'w th our back- 
ward Hearts: Beſides, all his Servants, the Mini- 
ſters of his Goſpel, who ſtudy and wait, and preach 
and wait, and pray and wait upon careleſs Sinners: 
And ſhall Angels and Men, yea the I. ORD Him- 
ſelf, ſtand by and look on, While theu doſt no- 
thing ? | | 104 


O CnrisTIANs, I beſcech you, whenever you 
ae on your Knees in Prayer, or reproving the 
Tranſgrefſors, or exhorting the Obſtinate, or upen 
ny Duty, do but remember what Attendants yeu 
have for this Work ; and then judge how it behoves 
you to perform it. | 


9. How forward and painful ſhould we be in 
tat Work, where we are {ure we can never do e- 
nugh ? If there were any Dar ger in Over-doing, 
en it might well cauſe Men to mcdcrate their En- 

deavours ; 
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deavours: But we know, That if we could ds all, 
A much more when 
in 


Ir is true, a Man may poſſibly preach too much, 
or hear too much, _—_ I my known few that 
did ſo) but yet no or ſerve Gop 
too much : One Duty may rang ſaid to be too long, 
when it ſhuts out 2 — and then it ceaſeth in- 
deed to be a Duty. And all Superſtition, or Wor- 
ſhip of our own deviſing, may be called a Righte- 
ouſneſs over-much ; yet as long as you keep your 
Service to the Rule of the Word, you never need 
to fear being righteous over-much : For elſe we 
ſhould reproach the LoxD and Law-giver of the 
Church, as if He commanded us to do too much. 


Is the World were not mad with Malice, they 
could never be ſo blind in this Point as they are: 
To think that Diligence in Chriſt, is Folly and Sin- 
gularity ; and that they who ſet themſelves wholly 
to ſeek eternal Life, are but preciſe Puritans! The 
Time is near, when they will eaſily confeſs, that 
Gop could not be loved or ſerved too much, and 
that e dro dats to ſave his Soul: 
For the World = may eaſily do too much, but 
here (in Gop's Way) you cannot. 


10. ConsIDER, They that trifle in the Way to 
Heaven, loſe all their Labour, If two be running 
in a Race, he that runs ſloweſt, had as good never 
run at all; for he loſeth the Prize, and his Labour 
both. Many y, who like Agrippa, are but almoſt 
Chriftians, will find in the End they ſhall be but 
almoſt ſaved. God hath ſet the Rate at which the 
Pearl muſt be bought; if you bid a Penny leſs, 
ou had as good bid nothing. As a Man that is 
iſting at "$4 weighty Thing, if he put to almolt 
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strength enough, it is as ood he put to none at 
all, for he doth but loſe all his Labour. 


O now many Profeſſors of Chriſtianity will find 
this true to their Sorrow, who have had a Mind to 
the Ways of Gon, and have kept up a dull Taſk 
of Duty, but never came to ſerious Chriſtianity ? 
How many a Duty have they loſt, for Want of 
doing them throughly. Many Hall ſeek to enter, 
and 1:01 be able : Who, if they had ſtriven, might 
have been able. O thercfore put ta a little more 
Diligence and Strength, that all be not in vain that 
you have done already | 1} 


11. FURTHERMORE, We have loſt a great deal 
of Time already, and therefore it is Reaſon that 
we labour ſo much the harder. If a Traveller ſleep, 
or trifle out moſt of the Day, he muſt travel ſo 
much the faſter in the Evening, or fall ſhort of his 
Journey's End. With ſome of us our Childhood 
and Youth is gone; with ſome alſo their middle 
Age, and the Time before us is very uncertain, 
What a deal of Time have we flept away, and 
talk'd away, and play'd away? What a deal have 
we ſpent in worldly Thoughts and Labours, or.in 
mere Idleneſs? Though in Likelihood the moſt of 
our Time is ſpent, yet how little of our Work is 
done? And is it not Time to beſlir ourſelves in the 
Evening of our Days? The Time which we have loſt, 
can never be recall'd; ſhould we not then redeem it 
by improving the little which remaineth? You may 
receive indeed an egal Recompence with theſe that 
lade Lorne the Burthen and Heat of the Day, though 
you came. not in 'til! the laſt Heur; but then you 
muſt be ſure to labour diligently that Hour. It is 
enough ſure that we have loſt ſo much of our Lives. 
Let us not now be ſo fooliſh as loſe the reſt. 


12. Cox- 
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12. ConsIDER, The greater are your Layings. 
out, the greater will be your Comings-in. Tho 
you may ſcem to loſe your Labour at the preſent, yet 
the Hour cometh when you ſhall find it with Advan- 
_ The Seed which is buried and dead, will 
bring forth a plentiſul Increaſe at the Haryeſt, 
Whatever you do, and whatever you ſuffer, ever- 
laſting Reſt will pay for all. There is no repenting 
of Liboun and Sufferings in Heaven; none ſays, 
„Would I had ſpared my Pains, and prayed leſs, 
or been leſs ſtrict, and did as the reſt of my Neigh- 
bours did: There is never ſuch a Thovght in 
Heaven as theſe. But on the contrary, it will be 
their Joy to look back upon their Labours, and 
conſider how the —_— Power of Gop did bring 
them through all. ho ever complained that he 
came to Heaven at too dear a Rate; or that his Sal- 
vation coſt him more Labour than it was worth? 
We may ſay of all our Labours, as Paul of hi 
Sufferings, I reckon that the Sufferings (and La- 
bours) of this preſent Time, are not tworthy to be com- 
fre with the Glory that ſhall be revealed, We la 
ur but for a Moment, but we ſhall reft for ever. 
Who would not put forth all his Strength for one 
Hour, when he may be a Prince while he lives! 


On, what is the Duty and Suffering of a ſhort 
Life, in reſpe& of endleſs Joys with Gop ? Will 
not all our Tears then be wiped away? and all the 
Sorrows of our Duties forgotten ? But yet the 
Loxp will not forget them: For He is not unjuſt, 
to forget our Mort and Labour of Love. 


13. ConsIDER, Violence and laborious ftriving 
for Salvation, is the Way that the Wiſdom of 
Gos hath directed us to, as beſt, and his ſovereign 
Authority ted us, as neceſſary, Who knows 


a * 
the Way to — better than the Gop of Hes: 
ee; ven 


The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 167 


ven? When Men tell us that we are too ſtrict, whom 
do they accuſe, Gop or us? If we do no more 
than what we are commanded, nor ſo much neither; 
they may as well ſay, Gop hath made Laws which 
are too fri. Sure if it were a Fault, it would 
le in Hm that commands, and not in us who obey. 
And dare theſe Men think that they are wiſer than 
Gop?: Do they know better than He, what Men 
muſt do to be ſaved ? Theſe are the Men that aſk 
us, whether we are wiſer than all the World be- 
fides ? and yet they will pretend to be wiſer than 
Gop. What do they leſs, when Gop bids us 
take the moſt diligent Courſe, and they tell us, 
It is more a-do than needs? Mark well the Lan- 
guage of GoD, and ſee how you can reconcile it 
with the Language of the World: The Kingdom e 

Heaven ſuffereth lence, and the Violent take it 

Force. Strive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate; {or 
nam ſhall ſeek to enter in, and not be able. What- 
ſever thy Hand findeth to de, do it with all thy 
Might ; for there is no Work, nor Device, nor Know- 
77 nor Wiſdom in the Grave, whither thou goeft. 
Work out your Salvation with Fear and Trembling. 
Give Diligence to make your Calling and Election ſure. 
If the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where Hall the 
ngodly and Sinners appear 


Tus is the conſtant Language of Chrift: And 
which ſhall I follow, Gop or Men; yea, and 
that the worſt and moſt wicked Men ? Shall Ithink 
that every ignorant worldly Sot, that can only call 
a Man a Puritan, knows more than Chi, or can 
tell Gop how to mend the Scriptures ? Let them 
bring all the ſeeming Reaſon they can, againſt the 
holy, violent ſtriving of the Saints; and this ſuf- 
iceth me to confute them all, that Gop is of ano- 
ther Mind, and He hath cemmanded me to do 


nuch more than I do; And though I could fee no 
| " Reaſon 
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Reaſon for it, yet his Will is Reaſon enough to 
me: I am ſure Gop is worthy to govern us, if 
we were better than we are. ho ſhould make 
Laws for us, but He that made us? And who 
ſhould mark out the Way to Heaven, but He that 
muſt bring us thither? And who ſhould determine 
on what Conditions we ſhall be ſaved, but He that 
beſtows the Gift of Salvation? So that let the 
World, or the Fleſh, or the Devil, ſpeak againſt 
a holy labcrious Courſe, this is my Anſwer, Gop 
hath commanded it. | 


14. Mortover, It is a Courſe that all Men 
in the World either do, or will approve of, There 
is not a Man that ever was, or is, or ſhall be, 
but ſhall one Day juſtify the Diligence of the 
Saints. And who would not go that Way, which 
every Man ſhall applaud? _ 


Ir is true, it is now a Way every where ſpo len 
againſt, and hated; but let me tell you, 1. Moſt 
that ſpeak wy it, in their Judgments approve 
of it; only becauſe the Practice of Godlineſs i 
againſt the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, therefore do 
they, againſt their own Judgments, reſiſt it. They 
have not one Word of Reaſon againſt it, but Re- 
proaches and Railing are their beſt Arguments, 
2. ' Thoſe that are now againſt it, whether in 
Mind, I or Paſſion, will ſhortly be of another 


ind. If they come to Heaven, their Mind muſt 

e changed before they come there. If they goto 

Hell, their Judgment will then be altered, whe- 
ther they will or no. 


Ir you could ſheak with every Soul that ſuffereth 
thoſe Torments, „ aſk, whether it be poſſible 
to be too diligent and iaus in ſeeking Sa'vation! 
You may easy cc ure what Anſwer they 
would 
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would return, Take the moſt bitter Derider or 
Perſecutor of Godlineſs, even thoſe that will ven- 
ture their Lives to overthrow it,' if thoſe Men do 
not ſhortly wiſh a thouſand Times that they had 
CONN 
then let me bear. the Shame of a falſe Prophet for 
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- REMEMBER this, you that will be of the Opi- 
nion and Way that moſt are of: Why will you 
not be of the Opinion then that all will be ſhortly 
of? Why will you be of a Judgment which you 
are ſure you ſhall all ſhortly change? O that you 
were but as wiſe in this, as thoſe in Hell! 

& ' | a 14 


16. Consib en, They that have been the moſt 
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h Wl ferious, painful Chriſtians, when they come to die, 
exceedingly lament their Negligence. Thoſe that 
have wholly addicted themſelves to the Work of 

God, and have made it the Buſineſs of their Lives, 

xt Wl and have ſlighted the World, and mortified the 


Fleſh, and have been the Wonders of the Worid 
for their heavenly Converſations; yet when Con- 
ſcience is deeply awaken'd, how do their Failings 
ey vound them: — thoſe that are hated and de- 
e- rided by the World for being fo ſtrict, and are 
ts. MW thought to be almoſt beſides themſelves for their 
in ¶ extradrdinary Diligence; yet commonly when 
det I they lie a-dying, wiſh, O that they had been a 
uſt I thouſand Times more holy, more heavenly, more 
to laborious for their Souls! What a Caſe then will 
ne · ¶ the negligent World be in, when their Conſciences 
ae awaked, when they lie dying, and look be- 
hind them upon a lazy, negligent Life; and look 
eth before them upon a —— terrible Judgment? 
ble I W bat an Eſteem will they have of a holy Life? 
on! for my own Part, I may ſay as Eraſmus, ** They 
hey“ accuſe me for doing too much, but my own 
ul Vor. XXXVII. P Con- 


wo. The Saints Everlaſting Reſt.” 
<4 Confrience: aceuſeth me for doing too little, 
« and being too flow: And its far cer 
e the Scorns of the World, than the of 
„ Conſcience.” The World ſpeaks at a Di 
without me, ſo that t I dear their Words, 
F.can-chufe-whether: I will feel- them: But m 
Conſcience ſpeaks within, at the very Heart, FA 
that every Check doth pierce me to the Quick. 
Conſcience, when it reprehends juſtly, is the 
Meſſenger of GoD: Ungodly Revilers are the 
Voice of the Devil. I had rather be 

reproved 


by the Devil for ſeeking Salvation, than 

of Gon for negleRing it: I had rather the World 
ſhould call me Puritan in the Devil's Name, than 
Conſcience ſhould call Loiterer in God's Name. 
As Gop and Conſcience are more uſeful Friends 
than Satan and the World; 1 
dreadful, irreſiſtible Enemies. 


Aud thus, Reader, I have ſhewed thee ſuſſici- 
ent Reaſon againſt thy Slothfulneſs and Negligence, 
if thou be a Man reſolved to ſhut — 
— to dfiroy ſelf. Yet, leck all this: ſhould 

will add ſomewhat more, to per- 
fend thee to de eren, in thy Endeavour 
Heaven. 


1. Covsbrn, Gop is in good Earneſt with you; 
and why then ſhould not you be ſo with him? In his 
Commands, He means as He ſpeaks, and will 
verily require your real Obedience. In his Threat. 
nings He is ſerious; and will make them all 

| againſt the Rebellious. In his Promiſes 
ſerious, and wil] fulfill them to the Obedient, 
even to the leaſt Tittle. In his Judgments He 1s 
ſerious, as He will make his Enemies know to 
their Terror. Was not Gop in Earneſt 
when He drowned the World, when ia 
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Sodom and Gomorrah, when He ſcattered the Jrtus: 
And very ſhortly will He lay Hold on his Enemies 


particularly Man by Man, and make them know 
that He is in good Earneſt: Eſpecially when it 
comes to the great reckoning Day. And is it 
Time then for us to dally with Go ??: 


» 
* 


. 4 f irn 1 
2. Jssus CHRIS was ſerious in — 
our Redemption. He was ſerious in Leaching, 
when He negledied his Meat and Drink, John iv. 32. 
He was ſerious in Praying, when He continued all 
| Night at it. He was ſerious in doing Good, when 
. bis Kindred came and laid Hands on > Prong thinkin 
He bad been befide Himſelf, He was ſerious in Suf- 
ſering, when He faſted forty Days, was tempted, be- 
trazed, ſpit on, buffeted, crowned with T horns, ſweat 
| Blood, was crucified, pierced, died: Fhere was no 
Jeſting in all this : And ſhould we not be ſerious 
in ſeeking our own Salvation ? 


| 
, 
| 
) 
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3. Tus Holy Ghoſt is ſerious in ſolliciting us | 
for our Happineſs ; his Motions are frequent and 31 
prefling, and importunate : He ſtriveth with our I} 
earts . He is grieved when we reſiſt Him: And 1 
ſhould not we then be ſerious in obeying his Mo- | 
tions, and yielding to his Suit ? t 


4 . Ho ſerious and diligent are all their Crea- 

is WM tures in their Service to:thee ? What Haſte makes 1 
ill W che Sun to compaſs the World? And how truly 1 
at-W doth it return at its appointed Hour? So do the 
od Moon and other Planets. The Springs are always j 
flowing for thy Uſe ; the Rivers ſtill running; the 1 
nt, Spring and Harveſt keep their Times. How hard 4 

is duth thy Ox labour for thee from Day to Day? 
How painfully and ſpeedily doth thy Horſe bear thee | 

in Travel? And ſhall all theſe be laborious, and 
- thou only negligent ? w_ they all be ſo ſerious 
2 l 
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*4 . — The Servants of the World ah 
the Devil are ſerious and diligent ; they ply their 
Work continually, as if they could never do e- 
— They make Haſte, and march furiouſly, 
— — afraid of coming to Hell too late: 
They be bear down Miniſters, and Sermons, and 
Counſel, and all before them. And ſhall they do 
Nee ſor the Devil, than thou wilt do for Gon? 
Or be more diligent for Damnation, than thou 
© wile be for Salvation? Haſt not thou a better Ma. 
ſter and ſweeter Empl ? and — 
en and a better Reward ? 


6. Turk is no jeſting in Heaven, nor in Hel 
* The Saints have a real 'Ha ppineſs, and the Dam- 
ned a — Miſery; the Saints are ferious and high 
in their Joy and Praiſe; and the Damned are ſefi- 
se ate ep in their Sorrow and Complaints. 
There are no remiſs or ſleepy Praiſes in Heaven; 
nor any remiſs or ſleepy Lamentations in Hell: 
All Men there, are in good Earneſt. And ſhould 
Ve not then be ſerious now? I dare promiſe thee, 
the Thoughts of theſe Things will ſhortly be ſeri- 
ous Thoughts with thyſelf. When thou comeſt 
to Death or Judgment, O what deep Heart-pierc- 
ing Thoughts wilt thou have of Eternity ! Me- 
thinks I foreſee thee already aſtoniſhed, to think 
how thou couldſt poſſibly make ſo light of theſe 
Things! Methinks I even hear thee crying out of 
thy Stupidity and Madnefs !- 


| AnD now having laid thee down theſe undenia- 

dle Arguments, I do in the Name of Gop demand 

thy Reſolution: What ſayeſt thou? Wilt — 
N | 11 | pt. 
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yield Obedience or not? I am confident thy Con- 
ſcience is convinced of thy Duty. Dareſt thou 
now go on in thy common careleſs Courſe, againſt 
the Evidence of of Rook and Commands of 
GoD, ane ag ho La t of thy own, Conſci- 
ence ? Dare — ſely, and fin as bold · 

and pray as ſeldom, and as cotta as before ? 
Back thou now as carnally ſpend the yn 
and ſlumber over the Service of Gop as fli 
and think of thine everlaſting State as y — 
before? Or doſt thou not — reſolye to gird up 
the Loins of thy Mind, and to ſet abyſetf wholly 
about the Work of thy Salvation ; and to do it 
with all thy. Might; and to break over all the 
of the World, and to flight. all 1 
Scorns and Perſecutions; To ca 2 off off the M ei 
hangeth on thee, and the Sin that doth /o Wo beſet 
thet; and 40 run with Patience and Speed the Race 
that is ſet before thee? I hope theſe are thy full 
Reſolutions : If thou art wellin thy Wits, s any 
ſure they are, 


Var becauſe I know the ſtrange N of 
the Heart of Man, and becauſe I — fain leave 
theſe Perſuaſions faſtened in thy Heart, that ſo, 
if it be poſſible, thou mighteſt be awakened to thy 
Duty, and thy Soul might live: I ſhall proceed 
with thee yet a little further : And I once more 
intreat thee to tir up thy Attention, and | Jay ns 
with me in the free — ſober Uſe of thy 
while I propound theſe following Queſtions: And 
command. thee from God, that thou reſiſt not 
Conviction, but anſwer them faithfully, and obey. 
accordingly. 


aff . Ir you could gro 3 Religi 2. 
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World; or could be recovered from Sickneſs by it, 
or could live for ever in Proſperity on Earth; 
What Kind of Lives would you then lead, and 
what Pains would you take in the Service of Gon? 


And is not the Reſt of the Saints a more excellent 
gre gr] than all this? 


et. Ir the Law of the Land did puniſh 
reach of the Sabbath, or every Omiſſion 
of Family Duties, or ſecret Duties, or every cold 
and heartleſs Prayer, with Death. If it were Fe- 
lony or Treaſon to be negligent in Worſhip, and 
Jooſe in your Lives ; what Manner of Perſons 
would you then be? and what Lives would you 
lead? And is not eternal Death more mn 
than temporal? YAN | 


3. Dreft. Ir it were Gov's aner Courſets 
puniſh > went; Sin with ſome preſent Judgment, ſo 
ime a Man ſwears, or is — or 
— a lie, or backbiteth his Neighbour, he 
he ſhould be ſtruck dead, or blind, or _— in 1 
Place. If God did puniſh every cold Pra 
Neglect of Duty with ſome remarkable'P! 
what” Manner of Perſons would you be? If yo — 
ſhould ſuddenly fall down dead like Ananias 
and ' Saphira with the Sin in your Hands; or the 
Plague of Gop ſhould ſeize upon you as upon the 
Ifraelites, while their ſweet Morſels were yet in 
eir Mouths : If but a Mark ſhould'be ſet in the 
Forehead of every one that neglected a Duty, or 
committed a Sin: What Kind of Lives would you 
then lead? And is not eternal warwak more- terri- 
ble than all this 7 . 


4. ue. Ir vou had ſeen the 1 Difſolu- 
tion of the World, and all the Pomp and Glory of 


it conſumed to Aſhes: If you ſaw all on * 
ut 
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bout you, ſu ous Buildings, Cities, Kin 
op" rm, mr — all * 
your Ears: If you had ſeen all that Men laboured 
ſor, and ſold their Souls for, gone on Friends the Hear? 
the Place of your former A gone; the 
ended, and all come down, what would — 2 
Sight as this perſuade you to do? Why, ſuch , 
Sight thou ſhalt certainly ſee. I put my Queſtion 
to thee in the Words of the Apoſtle, 2 Pet. 3.See- 
ing all theſe Things ſhall be diſſolved, what Manner 
Per ſons ought you to be in all holy Conver * and G 
lineſs, . for, and baſting unto the coming of 2 
Day of God, wherein the Heavens being on Fire fhall 
be diſſolved, and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent 
Heat ? As if he ſhould fay, We cannot poſſibly 
conceive or expreſs what Manner of Perſons we 
ſhould be in all Holineſs and Godlineſs, when we 
do but think of the ſudden, and certain, ane" ter- 
nble err of all Things below. 


5. Sve. WHAT if you had ſeen the Proceſs of 
the Judgment of the pron Day? If you had ſeen 


the Judgment ſet, and the Books opened, and the 
moſl Rand trembling on the Left Hand of the Judge, 
and Chris Himſelf accuſing them of their Rebellions 
and Neglects, and remembring them of all their 
former Slightings of his Grace, and at laſt con» 
demning them to perpetual Perdition ? If you had 
ſeen the Godly ſtanding on the Right Hand, and 
Jeſus Chris acknowledging their Faithful Obedience 
and adjudging them to the Poſſeſſton of the 
Joy of their LORD? What Manner of Perſons 
would you have been after ſach a Sight as this? 
Why, this Sight thou ſhalt one Day ſee, as ſure as 
thou liveſt. And why then ſhould not the Fore- 
23 of fucks = 2 thes to n n 
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6. Duel. WHAT if you had once ſeen Hell o- 
pen, and all the Pinne there in their eaſeleſ 
orments, and had heard them crying out of their 
Slothfulneſs in the Day of aber Vi 
. * but another Life to live, 


and that Gop 1 15 them once again! 
One l — of Duty, a 
fling, when he ſhould 

1427 What Manner 


lead after ſuch 2 Sehe — Why, you will 
24 your Eyes before it be long. 6 


7. Nuss. WHrarT if you had lain in Hell but 
* 8 or one Day, or Hour, aud there ſelt 
thoſe Torments that now you do but hear of? 
and Gon ſhould turn you into the World again, 
and try you with another Life Time, and ſay, I 
will ſee whether thou wilt be yet any better; what 
Manner of Perſons would you be ? If you were to 
live a thouſand Years, would you not gladly live 
as ſtrictly as the preciſeſt Saints, and ſpend all 
thoſe Years in Prayer and Duty, ſo you might but 
eſcape the Torment which you ſuffered ? How ſe- 
riouſly then would youſpeak of Hell! and pray a- 
gainſt it! And hear, and read, and watch, and 
. obey!} how. earneſtly would you admoniſh the 
the Careleſs to take Heed, and look about them to 
re Ruin? And will not you take (30D's 
the Truth of this, — you feel it? 
Is it not your Wiſdom to do as much now to pre- 
vent-it, as you would do to remove it when it is 
too late ? Is it not moreWiſdom to ſpend this Life 


in labouring for Heaven, while ye — it, * 
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he — Torment, wiſhing for more Tune 
vain N | - = 


AND thus I have ad enough, if not 10 ſtir up 
the lazy Sinner to a ſerious Working out his Sal- 
vation, yet at leaſt to filence him, and leave him 
inexcuſable at the Judgment of Gop. If thou 
tanſt after reading all this, go on in the ſame 
Neglect of Gop, and thy Soul, and draw out the 
reſt of thy Life in the ſame dull and careleſs 
Courſe, as thou haſt hitherto done; and if thou 
haſt ſo far ſtupified thy. Conſcience, that it will 
quietly ſuffer thee to forget all this, and to trifle 
out the reſt of thy Time in the Bufineſs of the 
World, when in the mean while thy Salvation 4s 
in Danger, and the Judge is at the Door; I have 
then no more to ſay to thee : It is as good ſpeak 
toa Rock. Only as we do by our Friends when 
they are —— and our Words and Actions can 
do them no — —— our Affections, we 
weep and mourn for them: So will I alſo do for 
theſes Souls. It makes my Heart even tremble to 
think, how they will ſtand trembling before the 
Lon! And how confounded and ſpeechleſs they 
* — when — ſhall reaſon with — con- 

ng their Negligence and Sloth! When He 

5 as the Loxp doth in Fer. ii. 5, 9, 11, 

tall, Iniguity have your Nate (or you) found 
—— ar from Me, have 
walked after Vanity] Did I ever wrong you, or 
do you any Harm, or ever diſcourage you from 
ſolſowing my Service? Was my Way ſo bad that 
you could not endure it? or my Service ſo: baſe 
that you could not ſtoop to it? Did I ſtoop to the 
fulfilling of the Law for you, and could not you 
ſtoop to Fulfill the eaſy Conditions of my Goſpel ? 
Was the World or = 2 better Friend to ve 
than 17 —— — — . 

ne 


. 
Strength on the Work of Gop: To this End, 


*thoſe de, who have felt the Smart of their Negſi- 


£ 
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done ? Try now whether they will ſave you, or 
whether they will recompence you for the Loſs of 
Heaven; or whether they will be as good to you 
.as T would have been: O1 what will the wretch- 
ed Sinner anſwer to of this] But tho' Man 
will not hear, yet we may have Hope in 
0 Gop Lond. ſmite theſe Rocks till they 
— — — — — 
phphata, be ho' e dinners 
be — let that Power ſpeak, which ſometime 
ſaid, Lazarus ariſe! We know they will be 2 
wakened at the laſt Reſurection: O, but then it 
will be only to their Sorrow. O, Thou that ddl 
-weep and groan over dead Lazarus, pity theſe ſad 
and ſenſeleſs Souls, till they are able to weep, and 
-groan for, and pity themſelves. As Thou haſt bid 
thy Servants ſpeak, ſo ſpeak now Thyſelf; they 
will hear thy Voice ſpeaking to their that 
will not hear mine ſpeaking to their Ears. Long 
haſt Thou knocked at Hearts in vain, now 
n and enter in. 


var 1 will add a ſew more Words to 
Alen in particular, to ſhew them wh e 
-all Men ſhould be laborious for — and 
that there is a ent deal of Reaſon, that tho! all 
-the World fit ſill, yer they ſhould abhor that 
Lazineſs and N — out all their 


1 mme — — 
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] deſire them alſo to anſwer r to theſe = 
* 


. Que. What — of Perſons ſhould 
gence, in the new Birth, in their ſeveral Wounds 
: and Trouble of Conſcience, in their Doubts and 
Fears, in their various Afflictions: They that 


. r 
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Senſe and Effects of their Negligence, and are like 
enough to feel it again, if 7 do not reform it, 
ſure one would think they ſhould be ſlothful no 
more. k - , : 1 +7 


2 4 Inne enen ene 
2. Jug. War Manner of Perſons ſhould: 
thoſe be who have bound themſelves to Gop by 
ſo many Covenants as we have done, and in ſpe- 
cial have covenanted ſo oft to be more painful and 
faithful in his Service? At every Sacrament; on 
many Days of Humiliation and Thankſgiving 
in moſt of our deep Diſtreſſes and dangerous Sick- 
neſſes z we are ſtil] ready to bewail our Neglects, 
and to engage ourſelves, if Gop will but try us 
ind truſt once again, how diligent and laborious 
we will be, and how. we will improve our Time, 
and reprove Offenders, - and watch over ourſelves, 
and ply our Work ; and do him more Service in a 
Day, than we did in a Month: The Lon p par- 
don our perfidious Covenant-breaking ; and grant 
that our Engagements may not condemn us. 


3 Queſt. Wrar Manner of Men ſhould they 
be in Duty, who have received ſo much Encou- 
ragement, as we have done? Who have taſted ſuch 
Sweetneſs in diligent Obedience, as doth much more 
than countervail all the Pains; who have ſo oft had 
Experience of the wide Difference between lazy 
and laborious Duty, by their different Iſſues; wha 
have found all our lazy Duties unfruitful; and all 
our Strivings and Wreſtlings with God ſucceſsful, 
ſo that we were never importunate with Gop in 
vain, We who have had ſo many Deliverances 
upon urgent ſeek ing; and have received almoſt all 
our ſolid Comſorts in a Way of cloſe and conſtant 
Duty: How ſhould we above all Men ply our 
Work? 

Tre n. 
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4 Queft- Wnar Manner of Perſons ſhould they 


be in Holineſs, who have ſo much of the great 
Work yet undone ?. So — Sins in ſo great 
Strength; Graces weak, Sanctification imperſect, 
Corruption ſtill working, and taking Advantage of 
all. our Omiſſions. When we are as a Boat - Man on 
the Water ; let him row never ſo hard a Month to- 
gether, yet if he do but ſlack his Hand, and think 
to caſe Himſelf, his Boat goes faſter down the Stream 
than before it went up: So do our Souls, when we 
think to eaſe ourſelves by abating our Pains in Du- 
ty. Our Time is ſhort: Our Enemies mighty: 
Our Hindrances many: Go ſeems yet at a Di- 
tance from many of us: Our Thoughts of Him are 
dull and unbelieving: Our Acquaintance and Com- 
munion with Chriſt is ſmall : And our Deſires to 
be with Him are as ſmall. And ſhould Men in our 


Caſe ſtand till? | | 

-:5:Dweft. LasTLY, What Manner of Perſons 
ſhould. they be, on whom: the Glory of the great 
Gop doth ſo much depend? Men will judge of 
the Father by the Children, and of the Maſter by 
the Servants. We bear his Image, and therefore 
Men will meaſure Him by his Repreſentation. - -He 
is no where in the World fo lively repreſented, 2s 
in his Saints: And ſball they ſet Him forth as a 
Pattern of Idleneſs? All the World is not capable 
of honouring or diſhonouring Gop ſo much as we: 
And the leaſt of his Honour is of more Worth than 
all our Lives. Seeing then that all theſe Things 
are fo, I charge thee that art a Chriſtian, in my 
Maſter's Name to conſider, and reſolve the Queſti- 
on, vat Manner of Perſons ought we to be in all 
boly” Converſation and Goulineſs ? And let thy Life 
sn{wer the Queſtion as well as thy Tongue. 


I nave 
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I HAVE been larger upon this Uſe, partly be- 
cauſe of the N Neglect of Heaven, that all 
Sorts are guilty of; partly becauſe Mens Salvation 
depends upon their preſent Striving and Seeking; 
partly becauſe the ine of Free-Grace miſ- 
underſtood, is lately ſo abuſed to the Cheriſhing of 
Sloth and Security ; partly becauſe many eminent 
Men of late do judge, that to work or labour for 
Life and Salvation is mercenary, legal and danger- 
ous; which Doctrine (as I have ſaid before) were 
it by the Owners reduced into Practice, would un- 
doubtedly damn them ; becauſe they that ſeek not, 
ſhall not find; and they that ſtrive not to enter, 
ſhall be ſhut out; and they that labour not, 

not be crowned: And partly becauſe it is grown 
the Cuſtom, inſtead of ſtriving for the Kingdom, 
and contending for the Faith, to ſtrive with each 
other about uncertain Controverſies, and to con- 
tend about the Circumſtantials of the Faith; where- 
in the Kingdom of God doth no more conſiſt than 
in Meats or Drinks, or Genealogies. Sirs, Shall 
we who are Brethren fall out by the Way home, and 
ſpend ſo much of our Time about the ſmaller Mat- 
ters which thouſands have been ſaved without, but 
never any one ſaved by them, while Chriſ and our 


eternal Reſt are almoſt forgotten ? The Loxp par- 
don and heal the Folly of his People. | | 
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| CHAP. vu. 
The Third Uſe.  Perfuating all Men to try 


their Title to this Ref; and direffing them 
bow to try, that thty may Know. 


1 to the third Uſe; and becauſe it 
is of very great Importance, I intteat thee to 
weigh it the more ſeriouſly. pt 9 


Is there ſuch a Reſt fo near art Hand ? 
And ſhall none enjoy it but the People of Gov ? 
What mean the moſt of the World then, to live 
ſocontentedly without the Aſſurance of their Intereſt 
in this Reſt ? And to neglect the trying of their 
Title to it, when the Lok b hath ſo fully opened 
the Bleſſedneſs of that Kingdom, which none but 
obedient Believers ſhall poſſeſs, and fo ſully expreſt 
thoſe 'Forments which all the reſt of the World 
muſteternally ſuffer ? A Man would think now, that 

who believe this ſhould never be at any Quiet 
*till they were Heirs of the Kingdom. Moſt Men 
ſay They believe this Word of God to be true: 
How then can they fit ſtill in ſuch an utter Uncer- 
tainty, whether ever they ſhall live in Reſt or not? 
Loxp what a Madneſs is this, that 
Men who know muſt preſently enter upon 
unchangable Joy or Pain, ſhauld yet live as uncer- 
tain what be their Doom, as if they had 
never heard of any ſuch State; yea, and live as 
quietly, and as merrily in this Uncertainty, a5 


de 


if nothing ailed them, ànd thay de b. 
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Are theſe Men alive or dead? Are they walking 


in Chrift, and the ſaving Mercy of Gon, and they 
222 at all; at leaſt nothing out of their 


| Ir God ſhould aſk them for their Souls, as He 
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or aſleep? What do they think on? Were arc 


their hearts? If they have but a weighty Suit at 
will 80 with them, or 
to be tried ſor their Lives, how careful would they 


know whether it 
againſt them ? If they were 


be to know whether they ſhould be ſaved or con- 
demned, eſpecially if their Care might ſurely fave 
them ? If they be dangerouſly ſick, they will en- 
2 of the Phyſician; What think you Sir, ſhall 

eſcape or no? But for the Buſineſs of their Salva- 
tion, they are content to be uncertain. If you aſk 


moſt Men a reaſon of their Hopes to be ſaved, 
they will ſay it is becauſe Gop is merciful, and 


Chrift died for Sinners, and the like general Rea- 
ſons, which any Man in the World may give as 
well as they: But put them to prove their Intereſt 


JENCE&s 


did Cain fos his Brother Abel, they could return 
but ſuch an Anſwer as he did; If Gop or Man 
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-F will truſt Gop with it; it will ſpeed as well o- 
ther Veſſels do. Indeed as well as other Mens 
that are as careleſs and idle, but not fo well as o- 

- ther Mens that are diligent and watchful, What 

| horrible Abuſe of Gop is this, for Men to pretend 

they truſt Gop, to cloak their on wilful Negli- 

- gence ! If thou didſt truly truſt Gopy thou wouldeſt 

alfo be ruled by Him, and truſt Him in that Way 
which He hath appointed thee; He requires thee 

to give all Diligence to mate thy Calling and Election 
frire, and fo to truſt Him, 2 Pet. i 10. He hath 
marked thee out a Way by which - thou . mayſt 
come to be ſure; and charged thee to ſearch” and 
try thyſelf, *till thou certainly know. Were he 
not 4 fooliſh Traveller, that would go on when 
be doth not know, whether it be right, or wrong; 
and ſay, I hope I am right; I will go on and truſt 

G0 p? Art not thou guilty of this Folly in th 

Travels to Eternity? Not conſidering that a li 
ſerious Enquiry whether thy Way be right, might 
fave thee a great deal of Labour which thou be- 

ſtoweſt in vain, and muſt undo again, or elſe thou 

wilt miſs of Salvation, and undo thyſelf, Did 

1 not know what a deſperate,” blind, carnal 
Heart is, I ſhould wonder how thou doſt to keep 
off continual Terrors from thy Heart: And eſpeci- 

ally in theſe Cafes following do 

„ io 1060  WOak 4 065 ©! yorrt:, 

I. T'wonDER't how thou canſt either think or 

| ſpeak of the dreadful God without execeding Terror 

and Aſtoniſhment, as long as thou art uncertain 
whether He be thy Father or thy Enemy, and 

'knoweſt not but all his Attributes may be employ- 

ed againſt thee." If his Saints miitirejorce before 
with Trembling, and ſerve Him with Fear : If they 

that are ſure to receive the immovable Kingdom, 
muſt yet ſerve Gop with Reverence and gouly Fear, 
| becauſe He is a conſuming eres How terrible _ 
aw | "MS 
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Whether He will condemn 


ture itſelf, as hah of the Prophet, TREE 
be doth not propheſy Goed concerning me, Ps 
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the Remembrance of Him be to them that know 
not but this Fire may for ever conſume them? 


2, How doſt thou think without trembling, up- 


on Jeſus Chris? When thou ꝶnowoeſt a whe- 


ther, his Blood hath purged thy Soul, or not 

or Acquit <> in 
Judgment; nor whether He be the Corner Stone 
and Foundation of thy Ha or a Stone of 
2 to break thee, and grind thee to Powder. 


3. Haw cu ue open the ible, and read a 
Chapter, or hear a Chapter read, but it ſhould ter- 


' ify thee? Mdinks cron Lond thould b9.t9 thee 


as Be s Writing on the W only 
that — 6 thou 
read the Promiſes, thou knoweſt not whether ever 
they ſhall be fulfilled to thee, becauſe thou art un- 
certain of thy Performance of the Condition. If 
thou read the Threatnings, for any Thing thou 


knoweſt, thou doſt read thy own Sentence. I do 
not wonder if thou art an Enemy to plain 


e. 
and if thou ſay of it, and ot the Miniſter and Scr 


4. Wu Ar Comfort canſt thou find in any 


Thing which thou poſſeſſeſt? Methinks, Friends, 
and Houſes and Lands, ſhould. do 


e 


Love of Gop withal, and ſhalt have Reſt with 
Him when thou leaveſt theſe. Offer to a Priſoner 
before he know his Sentence, either Muſick, or 
Cloaths, or Lands or Preferment, and what cares 
he for any of theſe, till he know how he ſhall 
eſcape for, his Life? Then be will look after theſe 


Comforts of Life, and not before; for he knows 
i he muſt die the next Day, it wiil be ſmall Com- 
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fort to die rich or honourable. Even when thou 
lieſt down to take thy Reft, methinks the Uncer- 
c_— of thy Salvation ſhould keep thee waking, 
ee in th Lov trouble thy 
— and thou ſh ſay. as in a —— 
Diftrefs than thine, Fob vii. 13, 14. When I 
My Bed fall confort ne, my Couch ſhall eaſe my 
plaint, then Thou ſcareſt me through — end 
terrifieſt me through Viſions. | 


5. Wnar Shift doſt thou make to think of thy 
dying Hour? Thou knoweſt it is hard by, and 


there is no avoiding it, nor-any Medicine found 
out that can prevent it; thou knoweſt it is the 


King of Terrer, and the Inlet to thine unchangeable 
State. If thou ſhouldeſt die this Day (and who 
knows what a Day forth? ) thou doſt not 
know whether rr go ſtraight to Heaven or 
Hell: And cant thou be merry Sail Wow art got 


out of this dangerous State? 


6. Wuaar Shift doſt thou make to evaſive ay 
Heart from Horror, when thou remembreſt the 
great Judgment Day, and the everlaſting Flames? 

thou not trem le ns Felix when thou heareſt 
of it? and as the Elders of the Town trembled 


when Sammel came to it, ſaying, Come/t tbon 


bly ? So methinks thou ſbouldſt do when theMiniſter 
comes into the Pulpit: And thy Heart, whenever 


thou — — Day, ſhould meditate Ter- 
ror, and thou ſhouldſt even be a Terror to thyſelf 


and all thy Friends. If the Keepers trembled, and 
became as dead Men, when did but fee the 
Angels, Matt. xxviii. 3, 4 How canſt thou 
think of living in Hell with Devils, *till thou haſt 
ſome ſound Aſſurance that thou ſhalt eſcape it? 
if thou ſeldom think of theſe — Won- 


der is en what Shift thou ma to my 
thoſe 
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hoſe Thoughts from thy Heart? Thy Bed is very 


ſoft, or thy Heart is very hard, if thou canſt fleep 
ſoundly in this uncertain Caſe. 


I HAVE ſhewed thee the Danger ; let.me next : 
proceed to ſhew thee the Remedy. 


Ir this general 8 of the World about 
their Salvation were remedyleſs, then muſt it be 
horn as other unavoidable Miſeries: But, alas, the 
common Cauſe is Wilfulneſs and Negligence: 
Men will not be perſuaded to uſe the Remedy, 
tho" it be at hand, preſcribed to them by Gop 
Himſelf, and all neceſſary Helps thereunto pro- 
nided for them. The great Means to conquer 
this Uncertainty, is Self- Examination, or the ſe- 
nous and diligent trying of a Man's Heart and | 
date by the Rule of Scripture. But alas, either 
Men underſtand not the Nature and Uſe of this , 
Duty, or elſe they will not be at the Pains to try. | i 
Go through a Congregation of a thouſand Men, 1 

| 

| 


and how few of them will you meet with, that 
erer beſtowed one Hour in all their Lives in a cloſe 
Examination of their Title to Heaven? Afﬀe thy 
own Conſcience, Reader, when was the Time, 
nd where was the Place, that ever thou ſolemnly 
wokeſt thy Heart to Taſk, as in the Sight of Gop, 
nd examinedſt it by Scripture, whether it be born 
gain or not? Whether it be holy or not? Whe- 
ber it be ſet moſt on Gop or on Creatures, on 
Heaven or Earth; and didft follow on this Exa- 
mination *till thou hadſt diſcovered thy Condition, 


nd ſo paſt Sentence on thyſelf accordingly ? f 


BuT becauſe this is a Work of ſo high Concerg- 
ent, and ſo commonly neglected, I will there- 


Wes * 1 | 


I. -SHEW 
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1. Suxw you, That it is ble trying, 
* | _ 2 


2. Sytw you the Hindrances cat keep * 
from trying, ang fare Ame. 


"* I'wilL lay down dome Motive to pra 
you to it. Me | 


4:1 wuz ome bead how 
perform e 


5. AnD laſtly, Twill tay qandara ane. diuk 


out of Scripture, by which you may try, and come 
to. an infallible Certainty, whether you are the 


People of Gon, or no. 


| Anp 1. I ſhall ſhew you that Certainty of 
be attained, and ought to. be — 


vation may 
for. Which I maintain by . 


5 I. ScarpTune tells us we may know, and 
that the Saints before ns have — their Juſtih- 
cation, Fry 2 — and; Rom. 
XXi. 18. 1 v. 19. and iv. 13. 
Nr 3, 5. Rom, 
3 12. let r 


2. If we may be certain of the Premiſes, then 
may we alſo be certain of the Concluſion. But 
here we may be certain of both the Premiſes. For, 
I. That wheſeever believeth in Chriſt ſhall not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life, is the Voice of the Goſ- 
pel ; and therefore that we may be ſure of: That 
- we are ſuch Believers, EI Coo 
ence and internal Senſe. 


3. Tut 


222 wa wed 
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3. Tux Scripture would never make ſuch a 
wide difference between the Children of Gop, and 
the Childern of the Devil, and ſet forth the Hap- 
pineſs of the one, and the Miſery of the other, and 
make this Difference to run through all the Veins 

of its Doctrine, if a Man cannot know which of 
ade the ſe two States he is in. 


4. Mvucn-leſs would the Holy Ghoſt bid us 
to Give all Diligence to make cur Calling and Election 
re, if it could not be done, 2 Pet. i. 1. 
I* me un een 120 140 1 AN 


to 


ſen 


b 5. AnD' to what Purpoſe: ſhould we be ſo ear- 
me FF neftly urged to examine, and prove, and try our- 
the ſelves, whether we be in the Faith, and whether 

Chrift be in us, or we be Reprobates? 1 Cor. 
ui. 28. and 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Why ſhould we ſearch 
— for that which cannot be found? ?? 
[ FS 2390 5 90 2: F t 


6. How can we obey thoſe Precepts which re- 
wire us to rejoyce always? 1 75. v. 16. to call 
on our Father, Zuke xi. 13. to live in his Prai- 
h- Wl fes, P/al. xlix. 1, 2, 3, 4, F. and to long for 
. Cris Coming, Rev. xxii. 17, 20. 2 Theſ. i. 10. 
„und to comfort ourſelves with the Mention of it, 
% 1% iv. 18. which are all the Conſequents of 
er Aſſurance? Who can do any of theſe heartily, 
that is not in ſome Meaſure ſure that he is the 
Child of Gop? | Hoyt. 9 ny 


ut Tue 2. Thing I premiſed, is, to ſhew you 
1, what are the Hindrances which keep Men from 


, Y Examination and Aſſurance. I ſhall, 1. Shew 


» tat hinders them from Trying; And, 2. What 
at hindereth them ſrom Knowing, when they do 
, that ſo when you ſee the iments, you 

may ayoid them. 4 
MASHL 1 ND 
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AnD, 1. we cannot doubt but Satan. will. & 
his Part, to hinder us from ſuch a neceſſary Du 
as this: If all the Power he hath can do it, or al 
the Means and Inſtruments which he, can raiſe ug 
He is loth the Godly ſhould have that Aflurance, 
and Advantage againſt Corruption, which faith(\ 
Self- examination would procure them; and for the 
Ungodly he knows, if they ſhould once fall clol 
to this they would find out his Deceits, and their 
own Danger. If they did but faithfully perform 
this Duty, he were likely to loſe moſt of his Sub- 
jects. If the Snare be not hid, the Bird will cl. 
Cape it: Satan knows bow. to angle ſor Souls, be. 
ter than to ſhew them the Hook or Line, and t 
fright them away with a Noiſe, or with his om 


THEREFORE he labours to keep them from : 
ſearching Miniſtry ; or to keep the Miniſter from 
N to ſearch: Or to take off the Eds: 
of the Word, that it may not pierce, or to turns 
way their Thoughts, or poſſeſs them with Prejv WM 
dice: Saban is acquainted with all the Preparation WT! 
of the Miniſter, he knows when he hath provided op 
A — — fitted to the State and Necel- i; 
ſity of an Hearer; and therefore he will keep hin Ml {4 
away that Days if it be poſſible, or elſe caſt him de 
Alcep, or ſteal away the Word by the Cares and N of 
Talk of the World, or ſome Way prevent iu m 
Operation. w 


Tus is the firſt Higdrance, . 1 fe 
. Wicktep Men allo are great Impediments ON y 
poor r they ſbould examine and diſco· \ 
Ver | + + 


oe ALLY O01 36519 yt y 


1? DiQY; 
1. THEIR 
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| 1. Twem 
e tnorant Sinner ſeeth all his Friends and Neigh- 
” ours doas he doth, yea, the Rich —— 
| ell as others, this is an exceedi empta-- 
on to proceed in his Gormetey.- 1 0 


jeſe Men do take the Thoug 
piritual State, and make 
$0 that if the Spirit had before put into any 
ealouſy of themſelves, or any Purpoſe 
elves, theſe do-ſoon quench all. 


3- Arso their continual Diſcourſe of Matters of 
the World, doth damp all thete Purpoſes: 


4. Trek Railings alſo, and j 
Perſons, is a 
of Souls, and eth them with ſuch a Prejudice 
and Diſlike of the Way to Heaven, that they ſet- 
tein the Way they are in. | e l 


hes of his 


5. Tutix conſtant Perſuaſions, Allurements, 
Threats, hinder” much. Gop ' doth ſcarce ever 


bur 


open the Eyes of a poor Sinner, to ſee that his Way 
is wrong, but preſently there is a Multitude of d- 
tan's Apoſtles ready to flatter him, and daub, and 
deceive, and ſettle him again in the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of his former Maſter. What, ſay they, do you 
make a Doubt of your Salvation, who have lived fo 
well, and done no Body harm? Gop is mercifu}: 
And if ſuch as you ſhall not be ſaved, Gop help a 
great many: What do you think is become of all 


your Friends and Neighbours that live as you do ? 
Will they all be damned? Shall none be ſaved think 
ou, but a few ſtrict Ones? Come, come, if-ye 


to try them- 


hinder much. When an 


2. Tis merry Company, and Diſcourſe of 
Underſtanding drunk: 


. 


reat Impediment to Multitudes 


your Fore-Fathers? And what will become of all 
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hearken to theſe Books or Preachers, they will drive 
to Deſpair, or drive you out of your Wit: . 
hus do they follow the Soul that is eſcaping from 
Satan, with reſtleſs Cries, *till they have brought Gr 
him back: Oh, how many Thouſands have ſuch mi 
Charms kept aſleep in Security, 'till Death and Fa 
Hell have awakened, and better informed then i . 
The Loxp calls to the Sinner, and tells him, Ye 
Gate is ſtrait, the Way is narrow, and few find it: 2 
Try and examine tubetber thou be in the Faith or u. fo 
_ Give all Diligence to make jure in Time — And the le 
World cries out clean the contrary, never doubt, - 
never trouble yourſelves with theſe Thoughts : —| 
entreat the Sinner that is in this Strait, to conſider, * 
That it is Cbriſt, and not their Fathers, or Mo- 1 
thers, or Neighbours, or Friends that muſt judge 
them: And if Gbrift condemn them, theſe cannot 
ſave them: And therefore common Reaſon may tel 
them, that it is not from the Words of Ignorant 
Men, but from the Word of Gop that they muſt 
fetch their Hopes of Salvation. | 


-Waren Ahab. would 


tudes of flat Prophets, it was his Death. 
They can flatter Men into the Snare, but they can- 
not bring them out. Oh, take the Counſel of the 
_ Ghoſt, Eph. v. 6, 7. Let no Man deceive you 
with vain Words : For becauſe run T hings cometh 
the Wrath of Gon upon the Children of Diſobedience : 
Be not ye therefore Partakers with them ; ' but ſave 
yourſelves from this untoward Generation. | 


; 3. Bur the greateſt Hindrances are in Mens own 
Hearts. | 


« 


P 

D 

W 

tc 

enquire among the Multi- , 
f 

8 

P 


r 


10. Sour are ſo ignorant that they know not . 


what Self-Examination is, nor what a Miniſter | 
means when he perſuadeth them to try themſelves; | 
or 


nner 


| | * K. N 4 14 
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or they know not that there is any Neceflity of it: 
But think every Man is bound to believe that 
Gop is his Father, and that his Sins are pardoned 
whether it be true or falſe ; and that it were a 
Fault to make any Queſtion of it: Or do not 
think-that Aſſurance can be attained: Or that there 
is any ſuch great Difference betwixt one Mari and 
another: But that we are all Chriſtians, and there- 
fore need not trouble ourſelves any further: Or at 
leaſt they know not wherein the Difference lies; nor 
how to ſet upon this —_— their Hearts. 
They have as groſs Conceits of that Regeneration, 
which they mult ſearch for, as Nicademus had, they 
are like thoſe in As xix. 2. that now not whether 
there were @ Holy Ghoſt to be received or no. 


2. SOME are fo poſſeſſed with Self- love and 
Pride, that they will not ſo much as ſuſpect any 
Danger to themſelves. Like a proud Tradeſmen 
who ſcorns the Motion when his Friends defire him 
to caſt up his Books, becauſe they are afraid he will 
break. As ſome fond Parents that have an over- 
weaning Conceit of their own Children, and there 
fore will not believe or hear any Evil of them : 
Such a fond Self- love doth hinder Men from ſuſ- 
pecting and trying their States. , 


* 


3. Sous are ſo guilty that they dare not try: 
They are ſo fearful that they ſhould find their Eſtates 
unſound, that they dare not ſearch into them. 


2 yet they dare venture them to a more dreadful 
Tlal. a 


4. Sous are ſo in Love with their Sin, and fo in 
Diſlike with the Way of Gop, that they dare not 
fall on the Trial of their Ways, leſt they be forced 
irom the Courſe which they love. 


Vor. XXXVII. R 5. SOME 
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5. SOME are ſo reſolved already never to change 


their preſent State, that tet Examination 
as a uſeleſs Thing: Before they will turn fo pre- 
Ciſe and ſeek a new Way, when they have lived fo 
long, and gone fo far, they will put their eternal 
State to the Venture, eome of it what will. And 
when a Man is fully reſolved to hold to his Way, 
and not to turn be it right or wrong, to what 
. he be right or 


no ? 


6. Mor Men are ſo taken up with their world- 
ly Affairs, and are ſo buſy in gun for the 
leſh, that they cannot fet themſelves to the trying 
of their Tie to * "eas They have another 
Kind of Happineſs in their Eye, which will not 
ſufter them to make ſure of Heaven. 


Bur the moſt common Impediment is that 
* Faith and Hope, commonly called Preſumpti- 
on; which bears up the Hearts of moſt of the 
World, and ſo keep them from ſuſpecting their 
"np 


Tavs you ſce what Abundance of Difficulties 


muſt be overcome before a Man ROY ſets upon 


the examining of his Heart. 


Axp if a Man break through all theſe Impedi- 
ments, and ſet upon the Duty, of thoſe few 


who enquire after Means of Aſſurance, divers are 


deceiyed and miſcarry, eſpecially through theſc fol- 
lowing Cauſes. - * 


1. THERE is ſuch Confuſion and Darkneſs in 
the Soul of Man, eſpecially of an unregenerate 
Man, that he can gs. tel what he _ 
what 


Ss = 5 8 


— XFm - 
— 
* 


. 
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what is in him. As one can hardly find any Thi 
in an Houſe were nothing keeps its Place, but aſl 
is caſt on an Heap together; ſo is it in the Heart 
where all Things are in Diſorder, eſpecially when 
Darkneſs is added to this Diſorder : So that the Heart 
is like an obſcure Dungeon, where there is but a 
ſictle Creviſe of Light, and a Man muſt rather grope 
than ſee. No Wonder if Men miſtake in ſearch 
ſuch a Heart, and ſo miſcarry in judging their 
tatCs, 


2. BESIDESs, many are reſolved what to judge 
before they try: They uſe the Duty but to ſtrength- 
en their preſent Conceits of themſelves, and not to 
find out the Truth of their Condition; like a bribed 
Judge, who examines each Party as if he would 
judge uprightly, when he is reſolved which Way 
the Cauſe ſhall go before-hand. Juſt ſo do Men 
examine their Hearts. | £4 


3- Also Men try themſelves by falſe Marks and 
Rules : Not knowing wherein the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity doth conſiſt : Some looking beyond, and 
lome ſhort of the Scripture Standard. 


LasTLyY, Men frequently miſcarry in this 
Working, by ſetting on it in their own Strength. 
As ſome expect the Spirit ſhould do it without them, 
ſo others attempt it themſelves without ſeeking or 
expecting the Help of the Spirit: Both theſe will 
certainly miſcarry in their Aſſurance. 


EE 


R 2 CHAP. 
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Further Cauſes of Doubtin ; g among Chriſtian; 


ECAUSE the Comfort of a Chriſtian's Life 
doth ſo much conſiſt in his Aſſurance of Gopv's 
ſpecial Love, and becauſe the right Way of 

obtaining it is ſo much controverted, 1 will her 
—— 9 in opening to you ſome other 
indrances which keep us Chriſtians from comfort- 


1. Ons great Cauſe of Doubtingand Uncertain- 
is, The Weakneſs of our A little 
Grace is next to none. Small Things are hardly 
diſcerned. Moſt content themſelves with a ſmall 
Meaſure of Grace, and do not follow on to fpiri 
tual and Manhood. They believe fo weak- 
WW and love Gop ſo little, that they can ſcarce 

nd whether they believe and love at all. Like 
Man in a Swoon, whoſe Pulſe and Breathing is ſo 
weak, that they can hardly be perceived whethc! 
they move at all, and conſequently whether thc 
Man be alive or dead. ; 


Tux chief Remedy for ſuch would be, to fol- 
low on their Duty, till their Graces be increaſed: 
Ply your Work: Wait upon Gop in the Uſe of hi 
preſcribed Means, and He will undoubtedly ble! 
you with Increaſe. Oh that Chriſtians would be 
ſtow moſt of that Time in getting more Grace 
which they beftow in anxious Doubtings whethe 
they have any or none; and that they would > 


SK 3 
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out thoſe ſerious Affections in praying, and ſeeking 
to.Chrift for more Grace, which they beſtow in 
fruit] Complaints ! ! I beſeech thee, take this Ad- 
vice as from Gop! And then, when thou believ- 
eſt ſtrongly, and loveſt fervently, thou canft not 
doubt whether thou believe and love or not: No 
more than a Man that is burning hot can doubt 
whether he be warm: Or a Man that is ſtrong — 
luſty can doubt whether he be alive. 


2. Maxx a Soul lieth long under Doubting; 
through the Imperfection of their very Reaſon, and 
exceeding Weakneſs of their natural Parts. Grace 
doth uſually rather employ our Faculties on better 
Objects, than add to the of their natural 
Strength, Many honeſt Hearts have ſuch weak 
Heads, that they know not how to perform the 
Work of Self- Trial: They are not able to argue 
the Caſe ; they will acknowledge the Premiſes, and 
fet deny the apparent Concluſion. Or if they be 

ught to acknowledge the Concluſion, yet yy 
do but ſtagger in their Conceſſion, and hold it 
weakly, that every Aſſault may take it from them. 
If Gor do not ſome other Way ſupply to theſe Men 
the Defect of their Reaſon, l os not how they ſhould 
have clear and ſettled Peace. 


3. ANOTHER common Cauſe of Doubting and 
— is, the ſectet maintaining ſome known 
in. 


Wäg a Man liveth in fome unwarrantable 
Practice, and Gop hath oft touched him for it, 
and yet he continueth it; it is no Wonder if this 


Perſon want both Aſſurance and Comfort. One 


would think that a Soul that is ſo tender as to trem- 
ble, ſhould- be as tender of ſinning: And yet ſad 


Experience telleth us that it is requently other 


R 3 wiſe: 
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wiſe: I have known too many ſuch, that would 
and yet ſin, and accuſe themſelves, and 
fall, yea and deſpair, and yet proceed in 
: And all Arguments and Means could not 
_ em from —.— wilful committing of that Sin 
again et they themſelves did 
pro Vea, ſome 
will be carried away with thoſe Sins chat ſeem moſt 
contrary to their dej T have known 
them that would fill Mens Ears with the conſtant 
Lamentations of their miſerable State, and Accu. 
fations againſt themſelves, as if they had been the 
moſt humble People in the World; and yet be as 
paſſionate in the maintaining their Innocency when 
another accuſeth them, and as intolerably peeviſh, 
and tender of their Reputation in any Thing they 
on Ban. for, aoifthey were the proudeſt Perſons 
on 


Tune cheriſhing = doth hinder Aſſurance theſe 
four Ways: 


1. debe the Dns of ou Graces, and 
ſo makes them undiſcernable. 


2. Ir obſcureth that which it h not ; for 
it beateth ſuch Sway, that Grace is not ſeen to 
ſtir, nor ſcarce heard ſpeak for the Noiſe of this 
Corruption. 


3. Ir putteth out or darkeneth the Eye of the 
COIN eee bs 


4. Bor eſpecially it provoketh God to withdraw 
Himſelf, his Comforts and the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit, without-which we may ſearch long enough 
before we have Aſſurance. God hath made a Se- 
paration betwixt Sin and Peace, As long as 2 
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doſt cheriſh thy Pride, thy Love of the Woild, 
the Deſires of the Fleſh, or any unchriſtian Prac- 
tice, thou expecteſt Aſſurance and Comfort in vain. 
God will not encourage thee by his precious Gifts 
ina Courſe of Sinning. This Worm will be gnaw- _ 
ing upon thy Conſcience : It will be a devouri 

Canker to thy Conſolations. Thou mayſt ſteal a 
Spark of falſe Comfort from thy worldly Proſperi- 
ty or Delight: Or thou mayſt have it from ſome 
falſe Opinions, or from the Deluſions of Satan; 
but from Gop thou wilt have no Comfort. How- 
ever an Antinomian may tell thee, that thy Com- 
forts have no Dependance upon thy Obedience, 
nor thy Diſcomforts upon thy Diſobedience : And 
therefore may ſpeak Peace to thee in the Courſe of 
thy ſinning ; yet thou ſhalt find by Experience that 
Gop will not. If any Man ſet up his Idols in his 
Heart, and put the Stumbling-block of his Iniqui- 
ty before his Face, and cometh to a Miniſter, or 
to GoD to enquire for Aſſurance and Comfort, 
Gop will anſwer that Man by himſelf, and inſtead 
of comforting him, He will ſet his Face againſt 
him, He will anſwer bim accerding tobe itude 
ef his Idols. 


5. ANOTHER common Cauſe of Want of Aſ- 
ſurance and Comfort, is, when Men grow lazy 
in the ſpiritual Part of Duty. As Dr. Sibbs faith 
truly, « it is the lazy Chriſtian commonly that lacx- 
eth Aſſurance.” The Way of painful Duty, is the 
Way of fulleſt Comfort. Chri/t carrieth all our 
Comforts in his Hand: If we are out of that Way 
where Chri/t is to be met, we are out of the Way 
where Comfort is to be had. 1 


Tust two Ways doth this Lazineſs debar us 
of our Comforts. | 


1. By 
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1. By ſtopping the Fountain, and cauſing Chri/t 
to withhold this Bleſſing from us. Parents uſe not 
to ſmile upon Children in their Neglects and Diſ- 
obedience, So far as the Spirit is grieved, He will 
ſuſpend his Conſolations. Aſſurance and Peace 
are Chriſt's great Encouragements to Faithfulneſs 
and Obedience: And therefore (tho' our Obedi 
ence do not merit them, yet) they uſually riſe and 
fall with our Diligence in Duty. They that have 
entertained the Antinomian Dotage to cover their 
Idleneſs and Viciouſneſs, may talk their Nonſenſe 
againſt this at Pleaſure, but the laborious Chriſtian 
knows it by Experience. As Prayer muſt have 
Faith and Fervency to procure its Succeſs, beſides 
the Bloodſhed Interceſſion of Chrift, ſo muſt 
all other Parts of our Obedience. He that will 
ſay to us in that triumphing Day, Mell done, good 
and faithful Servant, enter thou inte the Foy of thy 
Lok p; will alſo comfort his Servants in their moſt 
affectionate and ſpiritual Duties, and ſay, I el 
done, good and faithful Servant, take this Fore-taſle 
of thy everlaſting Foy. If thou grow ſeldom and 
cuſtomary, and cold in Duty, eſpecially in thy ſe- 
cret Prayers to GoD, and yet findeſt no Abatement 
in thy Joys, I cannot but fear that thy Joys are ei- 
ther carnal or diabolical. 


2. Tre Action of the Soul upon ſuch excel- 
lent Objects doth naturally bring Conſolation with 
it, The very Act of loving Gon in Chrift doth 
bring inexpreſſible Sweetneſs into the Soul. The 
Soul that is beſt furniſhed with Grace, when it is 
not in Aclion, is like a Lute well ſtring'd and tun'd, 
which while it lieth ſtill, doth make no more Mu- 
ſick than a common Piece of Wood: But when 
it is taken up and handled by a ſxilſul Lutiſt, the 
| Melody is delightful. Some Degree of Comfort 


follows every good Action, as Heat * 
= ire, 
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Fire, and as Beams and Influence: iſſue from the 
Sun: Which'is ſo true, that very Heathens upon 
the Diſcharge of a good Conſcience have found 
Comfort and Peace anſwerable : This is Præmium 
ante Premium: A Reward before the Reward, 


As a Man therefore that is cold ſhould not ſtand 
ſtill and ſay, I am fo cold that I have no Mind to 
labour, but labour till his Coldneſs be gone, and 
Heat excited : So he that wants the Comfort of Af- 
ſucance, muſt not ſtand til), and ſay, I am fo 
doubtful and uncomfortable;that I have no Mind 
for Duty; but ply his Duty, and exerciſe his 
Graces, till he finds bis Doubts and Diſcomforts 


vaniſh. ' 


AND thus I have ſhewn you the chief Cauſes, 
why ſo many Chriſtians enjoy ſo little Aſſurance 


CHA. F.* I 


Containing Directions to Examination, and 
ſame Marks of Trial. 


WII I not ſtand here to lay down the Directi- 
ons neceſſary ſor Preparation to this Duty, be- 
cauſe you may gather them from, what is ſaid 
concerning the Hindrances: For the Contraries 
of thoſe Hindrances will be the moſt neceſſary 
Helps. Only before you ſet upon it, I adviſe you 


to the Obſervation of theſe Rules. 
oo ark I, Come 
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1. Come not with too peremptory Concluſions 
of yourſelves before-hand. Do not judge too con- 
hdently before you try. 


2. BE ſure to be fo well acquainted with the 
Scripture, as to know what is the Tenor of the 
Covenant of Grace, and what are the Conditions 
of Juſtification and Glorification, and conſequently 
what arc ſound Marks to try thyſelf by. 


3. B a conſtant Obſerver of the Temper and 
Motions of thy Heartz moſt of the Difficulty 
of the Work doth lie in true and clear diſcerning 
of it. Be watchful in obſerving the Actings both 
of Grace and Corruption, and the Circumſtances 
of their Actings: As, how frequent? How violent? 
How ftrong or weak were the outward Incite- 
ments? How great or ſmall the Impediments ? 
What Delight, or Loathing, or Fear, or Reluc- 
tancy did go with thoſe Acts. 


1. EMPTY thy Mind of all thy other Cares and 
and Thoughts, that they do not diſtract or divide 


— Mind: This Work will be enough at once of 


, without joining others with it. 


2. THEN fall down before Gon, and in hearty 
Prayer deſire the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, to diſ- 
cover to thee the plain Truth of thy Condition, 
- . enlighten thee in the whole Progreſs in the 

a | 


I wiLL not digreſs to warn you here of the falfe 
Rules and Marks of Trial of which you muſt be- 
ware. But I will briefly adjoin ſome Marks to 
try your Title to this Rell, | 


1. EvsRY 
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1. EvERY Soul that hath Title to this Reſt, 
doth place his Happineſs in it, and make it the 
ultimate End of his Soul. "This is the firſt Mark; 
which is ſo plain a Truth, that I need not ſtand 
to prove it. For this, Reſt conſiſteth in the full 
and glorious Enjoyment of Gop: And he that 
maketh not Gop his ultimate End, is in Heart 2 
Pagan and vile Idolater. 


LET me aſk thee then: Doſt thou truly account 
it thy chief Happineſs to enjoy the Lox p in Glory, 
or doſt thou not? Canſt thou ſay with David, 
The LoRD is my Portian? And whom have I in 
Heaven but Thee? And whom in Earth that I deſire 
in Compariſon of Thee ? If thou be an Heir of Reſt, 
it is thus with thee. Though the Fleſh will be 
pleading for its own Delights, and the World will 
be creeping into thine Affection, yet in thy ordi- 
nary, ſettled, prevailing Judgment and Affections, 


* referreſt Gop before all Things in the 
orld. | 


1. Tuov makeſt Him the End of thy Deſires 
nd Endeavours: The very Reaſon why thou hear- 
et and prayeſt, why thou deſireſt to live and breathe 
< Earth, is this, that thou mayſt ſeek the Lok p. 
Thou (eekeſt firſt the Kingdom of Gop, and its 
Righteouſneſs : Though thou doſt not ſeek it ſo zeal- 
ouſly as thou ſhouldſt; yet hath it the chief of thy 
Delires and Endeavours: And nothing elſe is deſired 
ot preferred before it. | 


2, Thop wilt think no Labour or Sufferring 
wo great to obtain it. And though the Fleſh may 
lometime ſhrink, yet art thou reſolved and content 
to go through all. 


3. Ir 
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3. Ir thou be an Heir of Reft, thy Valuation 
of it will be fo high, and thy Affection to it 6 
great, that thou wouldſt not exchange thy Title 
to it, and Hopes of it, for any worldly Good 
whatſoever. If Gop would ſet before thee an E. 
ternity of earthly Pleaſure on one Hand, and the 
Reſt of the Saints on the other, and bid thee take 
thy Choice; thou wouldft refuſe the World, and 
chuſe this Reſt. _ 


But if be yet in the Fleſh, then is it clean 
contrary with thee : Then doſt thou in thy Heart 
prefer thy worldly Happineſs before Gop; and 
2 thy Tongue may fay, that Gop is the 
Him 


6 ͤ EE 


chief Good, yet thy Heart doth not fo eſteem 


For, 


| 1. Tyz World is the chief End of thy Deſires 
| and Endeavours; or very Heart is ſet upon it; 
3 Care and Labour is to maintain thy 
te, or Credit, or fleſhly Delights: But the 
/ Life to come hath little of thy Care or Labour. 
, Thou didſt never perceive ſo much Excellency in 
that unſeen Glory as to draw thy Heart ſo after it: 
| 


Y £0 


But that little Pains which thou beſtoweſt thatWay, 
it is but in the ſecond Place. Gop hath but the 
World's Leavings, and that Time and Labour 
which thou canft ſpare from the World, or thoſe 
| few cold and careleſs Thoughts which follow thy 
_ conſtant, earneſt and delightful Thoughts of earthly 
| Things: Neither wouldſt thou do any Thing at 
4 all for Heaven, if thou kneweſt how to keep the 
World: But left thou ſhouldſt be turned into Hell, 
6 when thou canſt keep the World no longer, there- 

fore thou wilt do ſomething. Hite 
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2. THEREFORE it is that thou thinkeſt the 
Way of Gop too ſtrict, and wilt not be perſuaded 
to 
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to the conſtant Labour of walking accordin _ 
the Goſpel Rule: And when it loin to Trial, 
that thou muſt forſake Chriſt or thy worldly Hap- 
pineſs, and the Wind which was in thy Back 
— turn in thy Face, then thou wilt venture 
Heaven rather than Earth, and (as deſperate Re- 
bels uſe to ſay) thou wilt rather truſt Gop's Mer- 
cy for thy Soul, than Man's for thy Body; and fo 
deny thy Obedience to G0D. 


3- And certainly if Gop would but give thee 
Leave to live in Health and Wealth for ever on 
Earth, thou wouldſt think it a better State than 
Reſt : Let them ſeek for Heaven that would, thou 
wouldſt think this thy chiefeſt Happineſs. This 
is thy Caſe if thou be yet an unregenerate Per- 
ſon, and haſt no Title to the Saints Reſt. 


Taz ſecond Mark which I ſhall give thee, to 
try whether thou be an Heir of Reſt, is this, 


As thou takeſt Gop for thy chief Good, fo - 
* doſt heartily accept of Cbriſt for thy only 
viour and LorD to nom Sage to this Reft } 
The former Mark was the Sum of the firſt and 
ou Command of the Law of Nature, [Thou ſhalt 
the Lox D thy Gor.) This ſecond Mark is 
the Sum of the 8 or Condition of the Goſ- 
pel, [ Believe in the Lon Ixsus, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved.) And the Performance of theſe two is 
the whole Sum or Eſſence of Godlineſs and Chri- 
ſtianity. Obſerve therefore the Parts of this Mark, 
which is but a Definition of Faith. 


1. DosT thou find that thou art naturally a loſt 
condemned Man for thy Breach of the firſt Cove- 
nant? And believe that Feſus Chrift is the Media- 
tor who hath made a ſufficient Satisfaction to the 
Vor. XXXVIL 8 Law ? 
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Law? And hearing in the Goſpel that He is offered 
without exception unto all, doſt thou heartily 
conſent that He alone ſhall be thy Saviour? And 
no further truſt to thy Duties and Works, than as 
Conditions required by Him, and Means. appoint- 
ed in Subordination to Him? Not looking at them 
as in the. leaſt Meaſure able to ſatisfy the Courſe 
of the Law, or as a legal Righteouſneſs, nor any 
Part of it? But art content to truſt thy Salvation 
on the Redemption made by Chriſi? 


2. ART thou alſo content to take Him for thy 
only Loxp and King, to govern and * thee 
by his Laws and Spirit? And to obey Him even 
when He commandeth the hardeſt Duties, and 
thoſe which moſt croſs the Deſires of the Fleſh ? 
Is it thy Sorrow when thou breakeſt thy Reſolution 
herein? And thy Joy when thou keepeſt cloſeſt in 
Obedience to Him? Wouldſt thou not change thy 
Lorp and Maſter for all the World? Thus it is 
with every true Chriſtian. But if thou be an 
Unbeliever it is far otherwiſe. Thou mayſt call 
Chrift thy Lord and thy Saviour: But thou never 
foundeſt thyſelf ſo loſt without Him, as to drive 
thee to truſt Him, and lay thy Salvation on Him 
alone: Or at leaſt thou didſt never heartily con · 
ſent that He ſhould govern thee as thy Loxp; 
nor reſign up thy Soul and Life to be ruled by 
Him; nor take his Word for the Law of thy 
Thoughts and Actions. It is like thou art con- 
tent to be ſaved from Hell by Chr when thou 
dyeſt: But in the mean Time He ſhall command 
thee no further than will ſtand with thy Credit, 
or Pleaſure, or worldly Eſtate and Ends. And if 
He would give thee Leave, thou hadſt far rather 
live after the World and Fleſh, than after the 
Word and Spirit. And though thou mayſt now 
and then have a Motion or Purpoſe to the Contrary; 

| | -". . YE 
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yet this that I have mentioned, is the ordinary De- 


fire and Choice of thy Heart: And fo thou art no 
true Believer in Chri/t: For though thou confeſs 
Him in Words, yet in Works thou doſt deny Him, 
being diſabedient, and to every good Work a Diſap- 
prover and a Reprebate, Tit. i. 16. This is the 
Cafe of thoſe that ſhall be ſhut out of the Saints 
Kelt, 
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CHAP. X. 
The Reaſon of the Saints Miictions here. 


FuxTHER Uſe which we muſt make of the 
reſent Doctrine is: To inform us why the 
People of Gop ſuffer ſo much in this Life. 
What Wonder ? when you ſee their Reſt doth yet 
remain: They are not yet come to their refting 
Place. We would all fain have continual Proſpe- 
rity, becauſe it is pleaſing to the Fleſhz but we 
conſider not the Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch Deſires. 
We are like Children, who if they ſee any Thing 
which their Appetite deſireth, cry for it: And if 
you tell them. that it is unwholſome, or hurtful-for 
them, they are never the more quieted ; or if you 
go about to heal any Sore that they have, they will 
not endure you to hurt them, tho' you tell them, 
that they cannot otherwiſe be healed; their Senſe is 
too ſtrong for their Reaſon, and therefore Reaſan 
doth little perſuade them. Even fo it is with us 
when (30D is aſſlicting us: He 99 — 
why we muſt bear it, ſo that our is oft. oon 
vinced and ſatisfied, _—_ we a 

PF of 2 | > 


. 


—— 2 cy 2 na „ „ Nee. 3 


| 
| 
| 
| 


R 


208 The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 


ſtill: It is not Reaſon, but Eaſe that we muſt have: 
' Spiritual Remedies may cure the Spirit's Maladies; 
dut that will not content the Fleſh, 


Bor methinks Chriſtians ſhould have another 
Palate than that of the Fleſh, to try and relifh Pro- 
vidences by: Go hath given them the Spirit to 
ſubdue the Fleſh. And therefore I ſhall here give 
them ſome Reaſons of God's dealing in their pre- 
Tent Sufferings, whereby the Equity and Mercy 
therein may appear: And they ſhall be only ſuch as 
are drawn from the Reference that theſe Afflictions 
have to our Reſt; which being a Chriſtian's Hap- 
pineſs, and ultimate End, will direct him in judg- 
ing of all Eſtates and Means. 


1. Cons ip then, That Labour and Trouble 
are the common Way to Reſt, both in the Courſe 
of Nature and of Grace. 3 de 
Reſt without Motion and Wearineſs ? you not 
travel and toil firſt, and then reſt afterwards? The 
Day for Labour goes firſt, and then the Night for 
doth follow. Why ſhould we deſire the 
-Courſe of Grace to be perverted, any more than 
we would do the Courſe of Nature? Gop did once 
dry up the Sea, to make a Paſſage for his People; 
and once made the Sun in the Firmament to ftand 
ſtill: But muſt He de fo always? Or as oft as we 
-would have Him? It is his eſtabliſhed Decree, 
That through many Tribulations we muff enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Acts xiv. 22. And that if 
we ſuffer with Him, we ſhall alſo be glorified with 
- Him, 2 Tim. ii. 12. d what are we, that 
'Gop's Statutes ſhould be reverſed for our Pleaſure? 
"As Bildad ſaid to Fob, Chap. xviii. 4. Shall the 


© Barth be forſaken for thee? or the Rack be removed 


-aut of bis Place? So, muſt Gos pervert his flabliſhed 
Ordo fr tht | 1 yo c G 
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2. ConsIDsR alſo, That Afflictions are ex- 
ceeding uſeful to us, to keep us from miſtaking our 
Reſting Place, and fo taking up ſhort of it. A 
Chriſtian's Motion Heaven-wards is voluntary, and 
not conſtrained. "Thoſe Means therefore are moſt 
profitable to him, which help his Underſtanding 
and Will in this Proſecution. - The moſt dange- 
rous Miſtake that our Souls are capable of, is, to 
take the Creature for Gop, and Earth for Heaven. 
And yet, alas, how common is this? Though we 
are . to ſpeak ſo much with our Tongues, 
yet how oft do our Hearts ſay, It is be/t being here? 
And how contented are we with an earthly Por- 
tion? So that I fear, Gop would diſpleaſe moſt of 
us more to aMict us here, and promiſe us Reſt here- 
after, than to give us our Hearts Deſire on Earth, 
though He had never made us a Promiſe of Heaven. 
As it the Creature without Gop, were better than 
Gop without the Creature. Alas, how apt are 
we, like fooliſh Children, when we are buſy at our 
Sports and: worldly Employments, to forget both 
our Father and our Home? Therefore it is a hard 
Thing for a rich Man to enter into Heaven, be- 
cauſe it is hard for him to value it more than Earth, 
and not think he is well already. Come to a Man 
that hath the World at Will, and tell him, This 
is not your Happineſs, you have higher Things to 
look after; and how little will he regard you? But 
when Affliction comes, it ſpeaks convincingly, and 
will be heard when Preachers cannot. * * 


SOMETIMES a ſincere Man begins to be lifted 
up with Applauſe z and ſometimes being in Health 


and Proſperity, he hath Joft his Reliſh of Ghraff, 

and the Joys above; till Gop break in upon his 

Riches, and ſcatter them abroad, or upon his 

Children, or upon his Conſcience, or upon the 

Health of his Body, = break down his Mount 
h 3 


be. 


which 
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"which he thought ſo ſtrong: And then when he 
Rieth in Manaſſeh's Fetters, or is faſtened to his Bed 
with pining Sickneſs, O what an Opportunity hath 
the Spirit to plead with his Soul? When the World 

is worth nothing, then Heaven is worth ſomething, 


How oft have I been ready to think myſelf at 
Home, *till Sicknefs hath roundly told me, I was 
miſtaken? And how apt yet to fall into the ſame 
Diſeaſe, which prevaileth till it be removed by the 
ſame Cure? If our dear Loxp did not put thefe 
Thorns into our Bed, we ſhould ſleep out our Lives, 
and loſe our Glory. : | 
3. Consipezr, Afflictions are Gop's moſt ef- 
fectual Means, to keep us from ſtraggling out of the 


Way to our Reſt. If he had not fet a Hedge of 


"Thorns on the Right Hand, and on the Left, we 
fhould hardly keep the Way to Heaven : If there 
be but one Gap open without theſe Thorns, how 

ready are we to turn out at it? But when we can- 

not go aſtray, but theſe Thorns will prick us, per- 
haps we will be content to hold the Way. When 

we grow wanton, or worldly, or proud; what a 

[notable Means is Sickneſs, er other Affliction, to 

reduce us? It is every Chriſtian, as well as Luther, 

that may call Affliction one of his beſt School- 
maſters. Many a one, as well as David, may ſay 
by Experience, Before I was oflifted, I went oftray; 
but now hav- I kept thy Precepts, Many a thouſand 
poor recovered Sinners may cry, O healthful Sick- 
neſs! O comfortable Sorrows f O painful Loſſes! 

O enriching Poverty! O bleſſed Day, that ever I 

was afflicted! It is not only the fleaſant Streams, 

and the green Paſtures, but his Rod and Staff ao 
that are our Cimfort. Though T know it is the 

Word and Spirit that do the Work ; yet certainly 

the Time of Suffering is ſo opportune a —_— 
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rut the fame Word will take them then, which 
before was ſcarce obſerved : It doth fo unbolt the 
Door of the Heart, that a Miniſter or a Friend 


may then be heard, and the Word may have eaſier 
Entrance to the Affection. 


{Oovitzvita; AMiQions are God's moſt ef- 
* Means, to make us mend our Pace in the 
Way to our Reſt. They are his Rod, and his 
Spur: What Sluggard will not awake me ftir when 
ba feeleth them ? It were well if mere Love would 
revail with us, and that we were rather drawn to 

eaven, than driven: But ſecing our Hearts are 
ſo bad, that Mercy will not do it; it is better we 
be put on with the ſharpeſt Scourge, than loiter out 
our Time till the Doors are ſhot. 


O wHrarT a Difference is there betwixt our 
Prayers in Health and in Sickneſs } betwixt our 
Proſperity and Adverſity- Repentings ! He that be- 
fore had not a Tear to ſhed, or a Groan to utter, 
now can ſob, and ſigh, and weep: He that was 
wont to lie like a Block in Prayer, and ſcarce 
minded what he faid to Gop: Now Affliction 
preſſeth him down, how earneſtly can he beg ? 
How doth he mingle his Prayers and his Tears F 
And cry out, what a Perſon he will be, if GoÞ 
will but hcar him, and deliver him? Ahs, if we 
did not ſometimes feet the Spur, what a flow Pace 
would moſt of us hold toward Heaven? 


SEEING then that our vile Natures require, why 
ſhould we be unwilling Go ſhoukd . us Good 
by a ſharp Means? . that is the beſt dealing for 
us, which fureſt and ſooneſt dortr further us for 
Heaven. I leave thee, Chriſtian, to judge by thy 
own Expericnce, whether thou doſt not 


watchfully, and lively, and ſpeedily in thy Way 
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to Reſt, in thy Sufferings, than thou doſt in thy 
anore 


pleaſing and proſperous State. 


LAST x conſider, Gop doth ſeldom give his 
People fs ſweet a Fore-taſte of their future Reſt, 
as in their deep Afflictions. He keepeth his moſt 
ious Cordials for the Time of our greateſt 
Faintings and Dangers. God is not ſo laviſh of 
his choice Favours as to beſtow them unſeaſonably: 
He gives them at ſo fit a Time, when He knoweth 
they are needful, and will be valued; and when 
He is ſure to be thanked for them, and his People 
rejoiced by them. Eſpecially, when our Suffer- 
ings are more directly for his Cauſe, then doth He 
ſeldom fail of ſweetning the bitter Cup. Therefore 
have the Martyrs been Poſſeſſors of the higheſt 
oys, and therefore were they ſo ambitious of 
artyrdom. I do not think that Paul and Silas 
did ever fing more joyfully, than when they were 
fore with Scourgings, and faſt in the inner Prifoo, 
with their Feet in the Stocks. When did Chri/t 
preach ſuch Comforts to his Diſciples, and affure 
them of his providing them Manſions with Him- 
ſelf, but when He was ready to leave them, and 
their Hearts were ſorrowful becauſe of his Depar- 
ture? When did He appear among them, and ſay, 
Peace be unto you, but when were {hut up to- 
her for Fear of the perſecuting Jews? When 
did Stephen ſee Heaven opened, but when he was 
giving up his Life for the Teſtimony of Feſus? | 
And though we be never put to the Suffering of 
Martyrdom, yet Gop knoweth that in our natura 


Sufferings we need Support. | 


--SEeIxG then that the Time of AMiQon, is the 
Time of our moſt pure, ſpiritual, and heavenly 
Joy, for the moſt Part; why ſhould a Chriſtian 


think it ſo bad a Time? Is not that our beſt Eſtate, 
| | wherein 


would but deliver me out of it at laſt, I 
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| wherein we have moſt of Gor? Why elſe do we 


deſire to come to Heaven? If we look for a Heaven 
of fleſhly Delights, we ſhall find ourſelves miſtaken. 
Conelude then, that AMiction is not ſo bad a State 
in our Way to Reſt, as the Fleſh would make it. 
Are we wiſer than Gop ? Doth not He know what 
is good for us better than we? Or is He not as 
careful of our Good, as we are of our own? Ah, 
Woe to us if He were not much more! And if He 
did not love us better than we love cither Him or 
ourſelves! ! | 


Bur let us hear a little what it is that we can 
object. f 


1. On, faith one, I could bear any other Af- 


fittion fave this: If Gop had touched me in any 
Thing elſe, I could have undergone it patiently ; 
but it is my deareſt Friend, or Child, or Wife, or 


my Health itſelf. 


I ANSWER, It ſeemeth Gop hath hit the right 
Vein, where thy moſt inflamed diſtempered Blood 
did lie: It is his conſtant Courſe to pull down 
Mens Idols, and take away that which is dearer to 
them than Himſelf. There it is that his Jealouſy 
is kindled ; and there it is that the Soul is moſt 
endangered. If God ſhould have taken from thee 
that which thou canſt let go for Him, and not that 
which thou canſt not; or have afflited thee where 
thou canſt bear it, and not where thou canſt not; 
thy Idol would neither have been diſcovered nor 


removed; this would neither have been a ſufficient 


Trial to thee, nor a Cure, but have confirmed thee 
in thy. Idolatry. Wer 
OsJecr. 2. Oh, but faith another, If Gon 


could be 
content 
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Tantei ts gut U have an incurable Sicknehs, 

or Lan 400410 a4 die in Poverty, or Diſgrace, 
or Dittrets. | 


 Laveweny 1. Is it nothing that He hath pro- 
miſed, it all work for thy Good ? Rom. viii. 28, 
and that 1with the Ajtrtion He will make a Way to 


&eape , tit He will be with thee in in it? and de- 


liver thee in the fitteſt Manner and Seaſon ? 


2. Is it not enough that thou art ſure to be deli- 
vered at Death, and that with ſo full a Deliverance? 
Oh, what curſed Unbelief doth this diſcover in our 
Hearts? That we would be more thankful to be 
turned back again into the ſtormy Sea of the World, 
than to be ſafely and ſpeedily landed at our Reſt ! 


And would be glad of a few Years inferior Mer- \ 


cies at a Diſtance, than to enter upon the eternal 
Inheritance with Crit“ Do we call Gop our 
chief Good, and Heaven our Happineſs? And yet 
is it no Mercy or Deliverance to be taken hence, 


and put into that Pofſeflion ? 


OsJecr. 3. Oh, but ſaith another, If my Af- 
fliction did not diſable me ſor Duty, I could bear 
2 mg it maketh me uſeleſs and utterly unpro- 
; b E. ; | ö 


Ans w. 1. For that Duty which tendeth to thy 
own Benefit, it doth not diſable thee; but is the 
greateſt Help that thou cant expect. Thou uſeſt 
to complain of Coldneſs, and Dulneſs, and World- 
lineſs, and Security: If Affliction will not help 
hee againſt all theſe, by warning, quickning, 
rouzing thy Spirit, I know not what will. dure 
thou wilt repent throughly, and pray fervently, 
and mind Gop and Heaven more ſeriouſly, either 
now OT never. ; a "al ; 
499116") 2. 
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2. As for Duty to others, and Service to the 
Church, it is not thy Duty when Gop doth diſ- 
able thee. He may call thee out of the Vi | 
in this Reſpect, even before He call thee by Death. 
If He lay thee in the Grave, and put others in th 
Place, is this any Wrong to thee? So if He call 
thee out before thy Death, and ſet others to do the 
Work, ſhouldſt thou not be as well content? Muſt 
Gop do all the Work by thee? Hath He not many 
others as dear to Him, and as fit for the Employ- 
ment? But alas, what Deceitfulneſs lyeth in theſe 
Hearts! When we have Time, and Health, and 


Opportunity to work, then we loiter, and do our | 
Maſter but poor Service: But when He layeth Af-. 


fiction upon us, then we complain that He dis- 
bleth us for his Work, and yet perhaps we are ſtill 


negligent in that Part of the Work which we can 
do. So, when we are in Health and Proſperity, 


we forget the Publick, and are careleſs of other 
Mens Miferies and Wants, and mind almoſt no- 
thing but ourſelves : But when Gop afflicteth us, 
though He excite us more to Duty for ourſelves, 
yet we complain that He difableth us for our Du 

to others: As if on the ſudden we were. grown 
charitable, that we regard other Mens Souls more 
than our own ! But is not the Hand of Fleſh in all 
this Diſſimulation, pleading its own Cauſe ? What 
Pride of Heart is this, to think that other Men can- 
not do the Work as well as we? Or that Gop can- 
not ſee to his Church, and provide for his People, 
without us ? * 


OsJecT. 4. Oh, but faith another, It is my 
Friends that are my Afflicters: They diſclaim me, 
and will ſcarce look at me; they cenſure me, and 
back-bite me, and ſlander me, and look upon me 
with a diſdainful Eye; if it were others, I could 
bear it, I look ſor no better from them; But wine 

| oſe 
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7 til ſinful in Part? and that their 


not * any ſuch Thing. 


thoſe that are my Delight, and that I looked for 
Comſort and Refreſhing from, when thele are az 
„ eee who can bear it ? 


- Axsw. 1. Whoever is the Inſtrument, the Af. 
Action 3 is ot Gop, and the provoking Cauſe 
from thyſelf : And were it not fitter that thou look 
more to God and thyſelf? . 


Men are 
earts are natu- 
rally deceitful, and deſperately wicked, as well as 

ethers? Learn therefore a better Leſſon from the 
Prophet, Micab vii. 5, 6, 7. Truft net (too 
much) in a Friend, nor put Canfidence 3 in a Guide: 
7505 Doers 145 by Mouth from her that lieth in 
17 55 ſom: But look rather for the LogD, and wait 


<0: Dos thou not know, that 


* 75 the Gop of thy Salvation. 


IT is likely thou haſt given that Love and Truſt 
& Men, — was due only to Gop; or which 
thou haſt denied Him; and then no Wonder if He 
chaſtiſe thee b y them. If we would uſe our Friends 
as Friends, GoD would make them our Helps and 
Comforts: But when once we make them our 
Gods, by exceflive Love and Truſt, then He ſuſ- 


2 bers them to de our Accuſers and Tormentors : It 
is more ſafe to me to have any Creature a Satan 
than a God; to be tormented by them than to ido- 


lize them. Till thou haſt learned to ſuffer from 
the Good, as well as the Ungodly, never look to 
live a contented or comfortable Life, nor ever 


think thou haſt truly learned the Art of Suffering, 


02 JECT. 5 Oh but if I had that Conſolation, 
which you ſay Gop reſerveth for our ſuffering 
Times, I ſhould ſuffer more contentedly: But I do 
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Axs w. 1. The more you ſuffer for Righteouſ- 
neſs- ſake, the more of this Bleſſing you may ex- 
and the more you ſuffer for your own Evil- 
doing, the longer you muſt look to ſtay till that 


Sweetneſs come. When we have by our Fol! 
provoked Gop to chaſtiſe us, ſhall we preſently 


look that He ſhould fill us with Comfort? „ That 


« were (as Mr. Paul Bayn faith) to make AMic- 
« tion to be no Affliction.“ What Good would 
the Bitterneſs do us, if it be preſently drowned in 
that Sweetneſs ? It is well in ſuch Sufferings, if you 
have but ſupporting Grace; and if your Sufferings 


* 


are ſanctified to work out your Sin. 


1 
a tf * 
- 


2. Do you not negle& or reſiſt the Comforts 
which you defire? Gop hath filled Precepts and 
Promiſes, and other of his Providences, with Mat- 
ter of Comfort: If you overlook all theſe, and ob- 
ſerve one Croſs more than a thouſand Mercies, who 
maketh you uncomfortable but yourſelves? If you 
reſolve you will not be comfortable as long as an 
Thing aileth your Fleſh, you may ſtay till Deat 
before you have Comfort. 


3. Have your Afflictions wrought kindly with 
Jou, and fitted you for Comfort ? Have they hum- 
led you, and brought you to a faithful Confeſſion 


and Reformation of your beloved Sins? and made 
you ſet cloſe to your neglected Duties? and weay- 


ed your Hearts from their former Idols? and 


brought them unfeignedly to take Gop for their 


Portion and their Reſt ? If this be not done, how 
can you expect Comfort? Should Gop bind up the 


Sore while it feſtereth at the Bottom? It is not mere 


Suffering that prepares you for Comfort; but t 
Sueceſs and Fruit of Suffering upon your Hearts,” 
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FEC AA 
CHAP,' XL 


An Exhortation to thoſe that bade got Ai 
rance of this Reſt, that they would do ll 


Poſſibly they can to help others to it. 


| ATH God ſet before us ſuch a glorious 

Prize as this everlaſting Reft, and made 

Man capable of ſuch an inconceivable Hap- 
2 Why then do not all the Children of this 
| ay beſtir themſelves more to help others to 
the Enjoyment of it? Alas, how little are poor 
Souls about us, beholden to the moſt of us? We 
ſee the Glory of the Kingdom, and they do not: 
We ſee the Miſery and Torment of thoſe that mils 
of it, and they do not: We ſee them wandering 
quite out of the Way, and know if they hold on, 
they can never come there; and they diſcern not 
this themſelves. And yet we will not ſet upon 
them ſeriouſly, and ſhew them their Danger and 
Error, and help to bring them into the Way that 
they may live. Alas, how few Chriſtians are there 
to be found, that live as Men that are made to do 
Good, and that ſet themſelves with all their Might 
to the ſaving of Souls! No Thanks to us if Hea- 
ven be not empty, and if the Souls of our Brethren 


periſh not for ever. 


Bur becauſe this is a Duty which ſo many 
neglect, and fo few are convinced that Gon doth 
expect it at their Hands, and yet a Duty of fo high 

Concernment to the Glor of God, and the Hap- 


pineſs of Men; I will of it ſome what the more 
largely, 
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concerned in. Alas, what Advantage hath the 
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largely, and ſnew you, 1. Wherein it doth conſiſt. 
2. What is the Cauſe that it is ſo neglected. 3. 
Give ſome Conſiderations to perſuade you to the 
Performance of it, and others to the bearing of it. 
4. Apply this more particularly to ſome Perſons 
whom it doth nearly concern. 


1. I wouLD have you well underſtand what is 
this Work which I am perſuading you to. Know 
then on the Negative: 


1. IT is not to invade the Office of the Miniſtry, 
and every Man to turn a publick Preacher. I would 
not have you go beyond the Bounds of your Cal- 
ling: We ſee by daily Experience, what Fruits 
thoſe Mens Teaching doth bring forth, who run 
uncalled of Gos, and thruſt themſelves into the 
Place of publick Teachers, thinking themſelves the 
fitteſt for the Work in the Pride of- their Hearts, 
while they had need to be taught the very Princi- 

les of Religion: How little doth Gos bleſs the 
bours of theſe ſelf-conceited Intruders, even if 
they be ordained ? 


2. NertTHER do I perſuade you to a zealous 
promoting of Factions and Parties, and venting of 
uncertain Opinions, which Mens Salvation is little 


Devil always got in the Church by this Impoſture! 
The Time that ſhould be employed in drawing 
Mens Souls from Sin to Chrift, is employed in 
drawing them to Opinions and Parties: When 
Men are fallen in Love with their own-Conceits, 
and think themſelves the wiſeſt, how diligently do 
they labour to get them Followers? as if to make 
a Man a Proſelyte to their Opinions, were as happy 
a Work as to convert him to Chri/?! And when / 
they fall among the lighter, ignorant Sort of Men, 
1 whoſe 
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whoſe Religion is all in the Brain, and on their 
Tongue, they ſeldom fail of Succeſs. Theſe Men 
thall ſhortly know, that to bring a Man to the 
Knowledge and Love of Chri/t, is another Kind of 
Work, than to bring him to be baptized again, or 
to be of ſuch a Church, or ſuch a Side. Unhappy 
are the Souls that are taken in their Snare; who 
when they have ſpent their Lives in contending for 
the Circumſtantials of Religion, which ſhould have 
been ſpent in ſtudying and loving the Lord Jesvs, 
do in the End reap an empty Harveſt, ſuitable to 
their empty Profetiion. 


3. Non do I perſuade you to ſpeak againſt Mens 
Faults behind their Backs, and be ſilent before 
their Faces, as the common Cuſtom of the World 
is. To tell other Men of their Faults, tendeth lit- 
tle to their Reformation, if they hear it not them- 
ſelves. To whiſper Mens Faults to others, as it 
cometh not from Love, or from an honeſt Princi- 
ple, ſo uſually doth it produce no good Effect: For 
if the Party hear not of it, it cannot better him; 
if he do, he will take it but as the Reproach of an 
Enemy, and not as the faithful Counſel of a Friend, 
and as that which is ſpoken to make him odious, 
and not to make him virtuous; it tendeth not to 
provoke to Godlineſs, but to raiſe Contention; for 
a Whiſperer 33 chief Friends. And how 
few ſhall we find that make Conſcience of this hor- 
rible Sin? or that will confeſs it, and bewail it, 
when mn are reprehended for it ? Eſpecially if 
Men zre ſpeaking of their Enemies, or thoſe that 
have wronged them, or whom they ſuppoſe to have 
wronged them; or if it be of one that eclipſeth their 
Glory, or that ſtandeth in the Way of their Gain 
or Eſteem; or if it be one that differeth from them 
in Judgment; or of one that is commonly ſpoke 

againſt by others; who is it that maketh ** Con- 

5 ence 
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ſcience of back · biting fuch as theſe? And you ſhall 


ever obſerve, that the forwarder they arc to back- 
diting, the more backward always to faithful ad- 
moniſhing ; and none ſpeak leſs of a Man's Faults 
to his Face, than thoſe that ſpeak moſt of them 
behind his Back. | | 


So far am I from perſuading therefore to this 
prepoſterous Courſe, that I would adviſe you to op- 
pole it wherever you meet with it. See that you 
never hear a Man ſpeaking againſt his Neighbour 
behind his Back, (without fome ſpecial Cauſe or 
Call) but preſently rebuke him: Aſk him, whether 
he hath ſpoke thoſe Things in a Way of Love to 
his Face? If he hath not, aſk him, how he dare to 
pervert Gop's preſcribed Order, who commandeth 
to rebuke our Neighbour plainly, and to teil him 
his Fault firſt in private, and thea before Witneſs, 
"till he ſee whether he will be won, or not? And 
how he dare do as he would not be done by ? 


THE Duty therefore that I would preſs you to 
is of another Nature, and it conſiſteth in theſe 
Things following: 


1. THAT you get your Hearts affected with the 
Miſery of your Brethrens Souls; be compaſſionate 
towards them; yearn aſter their Salvation. If you 
did earneſtly long after their Converſion, and your 
Hearts were fully ſet to do them Good, it would 
ſet you on Work, and Gop would uſually bleſs it. 


2. TakE all Opportunities that poſſibly you 
can, to inſtru and help them to the attaining of 


Salvation. And left you ſhould not know how to 


manage this Work, let me tell you more particu- 
larly what you are herein to do. I. If it be an ig- 
norant Perion you have to deal with, who is an 

FY utter 
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utter Stranger to the Myſteries of Religion, and 
to the Work of Regeneration, the firſt Thing you 
have to do is, to acquaint him with theſe Do. 
trines: Labour to make him underſtand wherein 
Man's chief Happineſs doth conſiſt; and how far 
he was once poſſeſſed of it; and what Law and 
Covenant Gop then made with him; and how he 
broke it ; and what Penalty he incurred, and what 
Miſery he he brought himſelf into thereby: Teach 
him what Need Men had of a Redeemer; and 
how Cbriſt in Mercy did interpoſe, and bear the 
Penalty, and what Covenant now He hath made 
with Man ; and cn what Terms only Salvation is 
now to be attained ; and what Courſe Chriſt taketh 
to draw Men to Himſelf; and what are the Riches 
and Privileges that Believers have in Him. 


IF when he underſtands theſe Things, he be 
not moved by them ; or if you find that the Stop 
lieth in his Will and Aﬀections, and in the Hard- 
neſs of his Heart, and in the Intereſt that the 
Fleſh and the World have got in him; then ſhew 
him the Excellency of the Glory which he ne- 
glecteth, and the Intolerableneſs of the Loſs of it; 
and the Extremity and Eternity of the Torments 
of the Damned, and how certainly they muſt en- 
dure them; and how juſt it is for theit wilful Re- 
fuſals of Grace; and how hainous a Sin it is to 
reject ſuch ſree and abundant Mercy, and to tread 
under Foot the Blood of the Covenant : Shew him 
the Certainty, Nearneſs and Terrors of Death and 
Judgment, and the Vanity of all Things below, 
which now he-is taken up with; and how little 
they will beſtead him in that Time of his Extre- 
mity. Shew him that by Nature he himſelf is a 
Child of Wrath, an Enemy to Gop; and by ac- 
tual Sin much more : Shew him the vile and hei- 


nous Nature of Sin; the abſolute Neceſſity he 
| ſtandeth 
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ſtandeth in of a Saviour; the Freeneſs of the Pro- 
miſe; the Fulneſs of Chris; the Sufficiency of 
his Satisfaction; his Readineſs to receive all that 
are willing to be His ; and the Authority and Do- 
minion which He hath purchaſed over us: Shew 
him alſo the abſolute Neceſſity of Regeneration, 
Faith and Holineſs, how impoſſible it is to have 
Salvation by Chr:i/t without theſe ; and what they 
are, and the true Nature of them. 


Ir when he underſtandeth all this, you find his 
Soul enthralled in falſe Hopes, perſuading himſelf 
that he is a true Belicyer, and pardoned, and re- 
conciled, and ſhall be ſaved by Chi, and all this 
upon falſe Grounds, (which is a common Caſe) 
then urge him hard to examine his State, ſhew 
him the Neceſſity of trying ; the Danger of being 
deceived ; the Commonneſs and Eaſineſs of miſ- 
taking through the Deceitfulneſs of the Heart; 
the extreme Madneſs of putting it to a blind Ven- 
ture; or of reſting in negligent or wilful Uncer- 
tainty : Help him in trying himſelf : Produce ſome 
undeniable Evidences from Scripture : Aſk him, 
Whether theſe be in him or not ? Whether ever 
he found ſuch Workings or Diſpoſitions in his 
Heart? Urge him to a rational Anſwer: Do not 
leave him ?rill you have convinced him of his Mi- 
ſery; and then ſeaſonably and wiſely ſhew him 
the Remedy. ; 


Ir he produce ſome Gifts, or Duties, or Work, 
know to what End he doth produce them: 
If to join with Chri/t in compoſing him a Righ- 
teouſmeſs, ſhew him how vain and deſtructive 
they are: If it be by Way of Evidence to prove 
his Title to Chriſt; ſhew him wherein the Life of 
Chriſtianity doth conſiſt, and how far he muſt go 
further, if he will be Chriſi's Diſciple. © In the 

- mean 
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mean Time, that he be not diſcouraged with hear. 
ing of ſo high a Meaſure, ſhew him the Way by 
which he muſt attain it : Be ſure to draw him to 
the Uſe of all Means: Set him on hearing and 
reading the Word, calling upon Gop, accompa- 
nying the Godly : Perſuade him to leave his actual 
Sin, and to get out of all Ways of Temptation; 
eſpecially to forſake ungodly Company ; and to 
wait patiently on God in the Uſe of Means; and 
ſhew him the ſtrong Hopes that in ſo doing he 
may have of a Bleſſing; this being the Way that 
Gop will be found in. 


Ir you perceive him poſſeſſed with anyPrejudices 
againſt the Way of Holineſs, ſhew him their Falſ- 
hood, and with Wiſdom and Meekneſs anſwer 
his Objections. 


IF he be addicted to delay Duties he is con- 
vinced of, or Lazineſs and Stupidity cadanger his 
Soul; then lay it on more powerfully, and et 
home upon his Heart the 52 Conſider- 
ations, and labour to faſten them as Thorns in 
his Conſcience, that he may find no Eaſe or Reſt 
'till he change his Eſtate. 


Bur becauſe in all Works the Manner of doing 
them is of greateſt Moment, and the right Per- 
formance doth much farther the Succeſs; I wili 
here adjoin a few Directions, which you muſt be 
ſure to obſerve in this Work of Exhortation; for 
it is not every Advice that uſeth to ſucceed, nor 
any Manner of doing it that will ſerve the Turn. 
Obſerve therefore theſe Rules: - 


1. SET upon the Work ſmcerely, and with 
Tight Intentions. Let thy End be the Glory of 
Gop in the Party's Salvation. Do it not to get 2 
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Name or Eſteem to thyſelf; or to bring Men to 
depend upon thee ; or to get thee many Follow- 
ers: Do not as many Parents and Maſters will do, 
ix. rebuke their Children and Servants for thoſe 
Sins that diſpleaſe them, and are againſt their Pro- 
ft or their Humours, as Diſobedience, Unthrifti- 
nels, Unmannerlineſs ; but never ſeek in the right 
Way that Gop hath appointed to ſave their Souls. 
But be ſure, the main End be to recover them 
from Miſery, and bring them into the Way of 
eternal Reſt. 


2. Do it ſpeedily : As you would not have them 
delay their Return, ſo do not thou delay to ſeek 
their Return. You are purpoſing long to ſpeak to 
ſuch an ignorant Neighbour, and to deal with ſuch 
a ſcandalous Sinner, and yet you have never done 
it. Alas, he runs on the Score all this while; he 
goes deeper in Debt; Wrath is heaping up; Sin 
taketh rooting; Cuſtom doth more faſten him; 
Engagements to Sin grow ſtronger and more nu- 
merous; Conſcience grows ſeared; the Heart 
grows hardened ; while you delay, the Devil rules 
and rejoiceth ; Cbriſt is ſhut out; the Spirit is re- 
pulſed ; Gop is daily diſhonoured ; his Law is vi- 
olated ; He is without a Servant, and that Service 
from him which he ſhould have; Time runs on; 
the Day of Viſitation haſteth ; Death and Judg- 
ment are at the Door: And what if the Man die 
and miſs of Heaven, while you are purpoſing to 
teach him and help him to it? If in Caſe of his 
bodily Diſtreſs, you muſt not bid him go and 
come again To morrow, when roy have it by 
you; how much leſs may you delay the Succour 
of his Soul ? If once Death ſnatch him away, he 
is then out of the Reach of your Charity. That 
Phyſician is no better than a Murderer, that neg- 
ligently delayeth, till his Patient be dead or paſt 


Cure. 
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Cure. Delay in Duty is a great Degree of Diſo- 
bedience, though you afterwards perform it. It 
ſhews an ill Heart that is undi ſpoſed to the Work. 
O how many a poor Sinner periſheth or grows 
rooted, and next to incurable in Sin, while we 
are purpoſing to ſeek their Recovery ! Opportuni- 
ties laſt not always. When thou heareſt that the 
Sinner is dead, or removed, or grown obſtinate; 
will not Conſcience ſay to thee, How knoweſt 
thou but thou mighteſt have prevented the Dam- 
nation of a Soul ? Lay by Excuſes then, and all 
lefler Buſineſs, and obey Gop's Command, Ex- 
bart one another daily, while it is called To- day, l:/! 
any be bardened through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 


3. LeT thy Exhortation proceed from Compaſ- 
hon and Love, and let the Manner of it clearly 
ſhew the Perſon thou dealeft with, that it does. 
It is not jeering, or ſcorning, or reproaching 2 
Man for his Fault, that is a likely Way to work 
his Reformation : Nor is it the right Way to con- 
vert him to Gon, to rail at him, and vilifiy him 
with Words of Diſgrace. Men will take them 
for their Enemies that thus deal with them: And 
the Words of an Enemy are little perſuading. 
Lay by your Paſſion therefore, and go to poor 
Sinners with Tears in your Eyes, that they may 
ſee you indeed believe them to be miſerable; and 
that you unfeignedly pity their Cafe : Deal with 
them with earneſt humble Intreatings. Let them 
ſee that your very Bowels yearn over them, and 
that it is the very Deſire of your Hearts to do 
them Good: Let them perceive that you have no 
other End but the procuring their everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs; and that it is your Yenſe of their Danger, 


and your Love to their Souls that forces you to 
peak ; even becauſe you know the Terrors of the 
Lord, and for Fear leſt you ſhould fee them « 
; etern 
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eternal Torments. Say to them, Why, Friend, 
you know it is no Advantage of my own that 1 
ſeek: The Way to pleaſe you, and to keep your 
Friendſhip, were to ſooth you in your Way, or to 
let you alone ; but Love will not ſuffer me to ſee 

ou periſh, and be filent : I ſeck nothing at your 
Hands, but that which is neceſſary to your own 
* 1 It is yourſelf that will have the Gain 
and Comfort, if you come in to Chrift, If Men 
would thus go to every ignorant wicked Neigh- 
bour they have, and thus deal with them, O what 
bleſſed Fruit ſnould we quickly ſee 


I am aſhamed to hear ſome lazy hypocritical 
Wretches revile their poor ignorant Neighbours, 
and ſeparate from their Company, and judge them 
unfit for their Society, before ever they once tried 
them with this compaſſionate Exhortation ! O you 
little know what a prevailing Courſe this were like 
to prove ! And how few of the vileſt Drunkards 
or Swearers would prove ſo obſtinate, as wholl 
to reject or deſpiſe the Exhortations of Lore! 
know it muſt be Gop that muſt change Mens 
Hearts; but I know alſo that Gop worketh b 
Means, and when He meaneth to prevail wit 
Men, He uſually fitteth the Means accordingly, 
and ſtirreth up Men to plead with them in a pre- 
vailing Way, and ſo ſetteth in with his Grace, 
and maketh it ſucceſsful. Certainly, thoſe that 
have tried can tell you by Experience, that there 
is no Way ſo prevailing with Men, as the Way 
of Compaſhon and Love. So much of theſe as 
they diſcern in your Exhortation, uſually ſo much 
doth it ſucceed with their Hearts : And therefore I 
beſeech thoſe that are faithful, to praCtiſe this 
Courſe. Alas, we ſee moſt People among us, 
ea thoſe that would ſeem godly, cannot bear a 


eproof that comes not in Meekneſs and Love! If 
there 
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there be the leaſt Paſſion, or Reliſh of Diſgrace in 
it, they are ready to ſpit in your Face. Vea, if 
do not ſweeten your Reproof with fair Words, 
they cannot" digeſt it, but their Heart will riſe up 
againſt you, inſtead of a thankful Submiſſion and a 
Reformation. O that it were not too evident that 
the Phariſee is yet alive in the Breaſts of many 
Thouſands that ſeem religious, even in this one 
Point of bearing plain and ſharp Reproof! They 
bind heavy Burdens, and grievous to be borne, and 
lay them on Mens Shoulders ; but they themſelves will 
not move them with one of thetr Fingers, Matt. xxiii. 
4- So far are they from doing, in this, as they 
would be done by. 


4. ANOTHER Direction I would give you, is 
this: Do it with all poſſible Plainneſs and Faith- 
fulneſs. Do not dally with Men, and hide from 
from them their Miſery or Danger, or any Part of 
it. Do not make their Sins leſs than they are; 
nor ſpeak of them in extenuating Language. Do 
not encourage them in a falſe Hope, no more than 
= would oy the ſound Hopes of the 

ighteous. If you fee his Caſe dangerous, tell 
him plainly of it: Neighbour, I am afraid Gon 
hath not yet renewed your Soul; and that it is yet 
a Stranger to the great Work of Regeneration and 
Sanctification: I doubt you are not yet recovered 
from the Power of Satan to God, nor brought out 
of the State of Wrath which you were born in, 
and have lived in: I doubt you have not choſen 
Chrift above all, nor ſet your Heart upon Him, 
nor unfeignedly taken Him for your Sovereign 
Lond. If you had, furs you durſt not ſo eaſily 
diſobey Him: You could not fo neglect Him and 
his Worthip in your Family ard in Publick; You 
could not ſo eagerly follow) the World, and talk 
of almoſt nothing but the Things of this . 5 
ee) bi 
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while Chr is ſeldom mentioned by you. If you 
were in Chrift, you would become a new Crea- 
ture: Old Things would be paſſed away, and all 
Things would become new: You would have new 
Thoughts, and new Talk, and new Company, 
and new Endeavours, and à new Converſation : 
Certainly without theſe you can never be ſaved: 
You may think otherwiſe, and hope better as long 
as you will, but your Hopes will deceive you, anc 

iſh with you. Alas, it js not as you will, nor 
as I will, Who ſhall be faved, but it is as Gop 
will; and Gow hath told us, that //ithout Hali- 
mſs none ſhall 'ſee Him: And Except we be born 
again, we cannot enter into his Kingdom. And That 
all that un not have Chriſt reign over them, ſhall 
be brought forth and d:ſtroyed before Him. O there- 
fore Took to your State in Time. a 


Tus muſt you deal roundly and faithfully with 
Men, if ever you intend, to do them Good. It is 
not hovering at a Diftance in 'a general Diſcourſe 
that will ſerve the Turn: It is not in curing Mens 
Souls, as in curing their Bodies, where they muſt 
not know their Danger, left it ſadden them, and 
hinder the Cure, "They are here Agents in their 
own Care, and if they know not their Mi 


know iſery 
they will never bewail it, nor know how much 
Need they have of 4 Saviour: If they know n 

the worſt, they will not labour to prevent it; but 
will fir fill or Joiter till they drop into erdition, 


and will trifle out their Time till it be too late: 
And therefore ſpeak to Men, as Chryff to the 
Phariſees, till they knew that He meant them, 
Deal plainly, jor. ypu, do But Weide and Ne 
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5. An as you muſt do it plainly, fo alſo, ſeri- 
ouſly, zealouſly, and effeQually. © Exceeding 
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pidity and Deadneſs of Mens Hearts is ſuch, that 
er dealing will ordinarily work. Van mult 
call loud to awake a Man in a Swoon or Lethargy, 
If you ſpeak to the common Sort of Men, of the 
Evil of their Sin, of their Need of Cbriſt, of the 
Danger of their Souls, and of the Neceflity of Re- 
generation, they will wearily and unwillingly give 
2m the Hearing, and pur all with a Sigh, or a 

w good Wiſhes, and fay, Gon forgive us, We 
are ail Sinners, and there is an End. If ever you 
will de them Good therefore, you muſt ſharpen 
your Exhortation, and ſet it Home, and follow it, 
till you have rouzed them up, and made them be- 
bea look about them. Let them know that thou 


Stu 
no 


eſt not to them of indifferent Things, nor a- 
t Childrens Games, or Matters of a few Days 
or Years Continuance, nor yet about Matters of 
Uncertainty, which may never come to paſs : But 
it is about the ſaving and damning of their Souls 
and Bodies; and whether they ſhall be bleſſed with 
br iſt, or tormented wiih Devils, and that for evet 
and ever ; it is, how to ſtand before Gop in Judg- 
ment, and what Anſwer to give, and how they are 
like to ſpeed ; and this Judgment and eternal 
they ſhall very ſhortly ſee, are almoſt at it; yet 
a few. more Nights and Days, and they ſhall be at 
that laſt Day; A few more Breaths, they have to 
breathe, and they ſhall breathe their laſt ; and then 
as .certainly ſhall they fee that mighty Change, as 
the Heaven is over our Heads, and the Earth under 
their Feet. O labour to make Men know, that 
it is mad Jeſting about Salvation or Damnation; 
d that Heaven and Hell are not Matters to be play'd 
with, or paſſed over with a few careleſs Thoughts! 
K is moſt certain that one of theſe Days thou ſhalt 
be either in everlaſting, unchangeable Joy or Tor- 
ment; and doth ĩt not awake thee ? Are there fo few 
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that find the Way of Death? Is it ſo hard to eſcape 
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do eaſy to miſcarry? And that while we ſear No- 
thing, but think all is well ? And yet you fit ſtill 
and trifle! Why, what do you mean? What do 
think on ? The World is paſſing away: Its 
ſures are fading : Its Honours are Raving you: 
[ts Profits will prove unprofitable to you: Heaven 
or Hell are a little before you: Gop is juſt, and 
jealous ; his Threatnings are true: The great Day, 
of * will be terrible: Your Time runs 
on: Your Lives are uncertain: You are far be- 
hind Hand : You have loitered long: Your Caſe 
is dangerous: Your Souls are far in Sin: You 
ne ſtrange to Gon: | You are ened in evil 
Cuſtoms: You have no Aſſurance of Comfort to 
ſhew : If you die To- morrow, how unready are 
you ? And with what Terror will your Souls go out 
of, your Bodies? And do you yet loiter ? Why 
conſider, Gop ſtandeth all this while waiting your 
Leiſure : His Patience beareth: His Juſtice for- 
deareth : His Mercy intreated you: Chrift ſtandeth 
offering you his Blood and Merits: You may have 
Him freely, and Life with Him: The Spirit is per- 
kading: Conſcience is accuſing and urging you: 
Miniſters are praying for you, and calling upon you: 
datan ſtands waiting when Juſtice will cut off you 
Lives, that he may have you: This is your Time: 
Now or never. What! had you rather loſe Hea : 
'en than your Profits or Pleaſures ? Had you rather 
burn in Hell, than repent on Earth? Had you ra- 
ther howl and roar there, than pray Day and Night 
for Mercy here? Or have Devils your Tormentors, 
than Chri/t your Governor? Will renounce 
your Part in Gon and Glory, rather than renounce 
your Sins? Do you think a holy Life too much 
for Heaven: Or too dear a Courſe to prevent ends 
leß Miſery ? Oh Friends, what do you think of 
theſe Things? Gop hath made you Men, and en- 
dued you with Reaſon: = you renounce ydur Ren- 
* 5 | 
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fon,where you ſhould chiefly uſe it? In this Manna 
you muſt deal roundh and ſeriouſly with Men, 
Alas, it is not a few dull Words between Jeſt and 
Earneſt, between Sleep and Waking, as: it wert, 
that will waken an ignorant dead hearted Sinnes 
When a dull Hearer and a dull Speaker meet to 
gether, a dead Heart, and a. dead Exhortation; . 
5 unlike to have a lively Effet, If. a Man fal 
down in à Swoon, you will not fland, trifling with 
him, but lay Hands on him preſently, and*fnatc 
im up, and rub him, and call aloud to him: If. 
Houſe be on Fire, you will not in à cold Strain g 

tell your Neighbour of it, or make an Oratios 
ihe ature and ogg, of Fire; but you wil 
run out and cry, Fire, Tire: Matters of Momen 
uſt be aul ealt with. Jo tell a Man of his 
ins ſo ſoftly as Eli did his Sons, or reprove him { 
r Zobeſapher hd: dings Lat ngt the Wing Jo 
2 doth uſually; as much Harm as, Good. os 
perſuaded the-yery Manner of ſome Mens Reprod 
andExhortagion,. hath-hardenet- many a Sinner in 
9 Way of Def e en es 
pot Heaven or Hell in a dull, eaſy, careleſs unge, 
doth make think you are not in good Ear nei 


but ſcarce. think yourſelves ſuch Things are trus 


O Sire; deal with Sin as Sin, and ſpeak of Heaven 
and: Hell as they are, and not as if you were in Jeſt. 
1 conf b I have failed mud. in this. myſelf, ts 
ORD, lay it not to my Charge. Lothneſs to 
Men, makes us undo tiemm. 


6, Yar left you run into Extremes, I adviſe you 
to do it with: Diſcretion. Be as ſerious as you can; 
but yet with-Wiſdom. And eſpecially you. muſt be 
wiſe in theſe Things following, =o 
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Paſſion, or where will take it for a Diſgrace-- 
Men ſhould — when Sinners are fitteſt" te 
hear Inſtructions. muſt not be given at all 
Tunes, but in Seaſon. It is an excellent Example 
that Paul giveth us, Gal. ii. 2. He communica- 
ted the Goſj to them, yet privately to them of it 
Reputation left he ſhould run in vain, Some Men 1 
would take this to be a ſinful complying with their fl 
Corruption, to yield fo far to their Pride and Baſh-! 
fulneſs, as to teach them only in Private, becauſe” 
they would be aſhamed to own the Truth in Pub- 
lick : But Paul knew how great a Hindrance Mens 
Reputation is to their entertaining of the Truth, 
and that the Remedy muſt not only be fitted to the 
Diſeaſe, but alſo to the Strength of the Patient, and 
that in fo doings the Phyſician is not guilty of fa- 
vouring the Diſeaſe, but is Praiſe- worthy for takin 
the right Way to cure. Means will work eaſi 5 
you take the Opportunity; when the Earth is ſoft; 
the Plow will enter. Take a Man when he is un- 
der Affliction, or in the Houſe of Mourning, or 
newly ſtirred by ſome moving Sermon, then 
ſet it home, and you may do him ſome” God. 
Chriſtian Faithfulneſs doth require us, not only to 
do Good when it falls in our Way, but to watch 


for Opportunities. et 


2. BE wiſe alſo in ſuiting your Exhortation to 
to the Quality and Temper of the Perſon. All 
Meats are not for all Stomachs: One Man will 
vomit that up which another will digeſt. * 1. If it 
be a learned, or ingenious rational Man, you muſt 
deal more by convincing Arguments, and Jes 
paſſionate Perſuaſions. 2. if it be one that is 
ignorant and ſtupid, there is Need of both. 3. If 
one that is convinced, but not converted, you muſt. 
uſe moſt — wy. | 

5 4. 
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If they be obſtinate and ſecure, you muſt reprove 


> — r 
| they muſt be tenderly 


1 You el be wile io in uſing the apteſt Ex- 
preſiors. Many a Miniſter doth deliver moſt ex- 
e Matter in ſuch barſh and unſceming Lan- 
a it makes Hann loath — V oo 


haze more Wit and Parts. than the Speaker. A 
wh it is in private Exbertatiom as well as mabicb: 
If you cloath the an pic. Truth in the ſot- 


40 Rags of unbeſee ming e, you will make 
Men diſdain it, though it 2 the Offping of Gon, 
_— the higheſt atute. 


7. Lzr all your Reproofs and Exbonations be 
backed with the Authority ef GOD. Let the Sin- 
ner by. cooyineed that 1 ou ſpeak not from. your- 
ſelves, or of your own Shew them the very 
Words of Scripture for — you ſay: Preſs them 
with the Truth and Authority of Gop: Aſk them, 
Whether they believe that this is his Word, and 


that his Word is true. So much of Gop as ap- 


reth in our Words, ſo much will they take. 
The Voice of Man is contemptible : But the Voice 
of God is awful and terrible. Be ſure therefore to 
make them know, that F an ſpeak Eng but 
what Gop hath. ſpoken fir 


8. 'You muſt alſo be frequent with Men in this 


Duty, of Exhortation z It is not once or twice that 
bs :4 uſually 
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uſually will prevail. If Gor Himſelf muſt he con 
ſtantly follicitedy as if Importunity could prevail 
with Him when nothing elſe can; and therefore re- 
quires us te pray, and nat fa' faint ; The 
ame Courſe, no Doubt, will be molt. prevailing, 
with Men. Therefore we are commanded, To ex- 

bort one. another daily, And with A Long-ſuffering : 
The Fire is not always brought out of the Flint at o 
Stroke : Nor Mens AM act. ans bi at ile finſi Ex- 
bortatiom And if. they were, yet if they be not 
followed, they will ſoon grow cold again. Weary 
out Sinners with your loving aad earneſt Intreaties 5 
follow. them, and give them no Reſt in their Sin. 
This is true Charity, and this is the Way to ſave. 
Mens Souls; and a Courſe that will aftord you 

Comfort upon a Review. 2 a 


e 
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9 STRIVE to bring all your Exbortation to am 
Ide; ſtick not in the Work done, but look after 
the Succels. I have long obſerved it in Miniſters 
and private Men, that if they ſpeak neves ſo con- 
vincing Words, and yet all their Care is over when 
they have done. their Speech, pretending that hav- 
ing done their Duty, they leave the Iſſue to Gon, 
theſe. Men ſellom proſper in their Labours: But. 
thoſe whoſe very Heart is ſet. upon the Work, and. 
that long to ſee it take for the Hearers/Converfion,,. 
and uſe to enquire bow it ſpeeds, Gon uſually. 
bleſſeth their Labours, though more weak. La- 
bour therefore to drive all your Speeches to the deſi- 
red Iſſue. If you are repros ing Sin, ceaſe not u (if: 
it may be) you have got the Sinner to promiſe yo 
to leave ity and to avoid the Oxcaſions of it: If you' 
aree xhorting to a Duty, urge the Party to promiſe 
you preſently to ſet upon it. It you would draw 
1s wem to Chrift, leave not, till you have made them 
at MW confeſs, that their preſent State is miſerable, and 
ly not to be reſted in; and "till they have ſubſcribed 
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to the Neceſſity of a Change; and promiſed you 
to fall cloſe to the Uſe of Means. O that all Chri- 


ſtians would be perſuaded to take this Courſe with 
all their Neighbours that are yet enſlaved to Sin, 


and Strangers to Chri/t / 


10. LAsTLY Be ſure your Example exhort as 
well as your Words. Let them fee you conſtant 
in all the Duties you perſuade them to : Let'them 
ſee in your Lives that Excellency above the World, 
which you perſuade them to in your Speeches. Let 
them ſee by your conſtant Labours for Heaven, 
that you indeed believe what you would have them 
believe. | | e ee 

Axp thus I have opened to you the Firſt and 
Great Part of this Duty, conſiſting in private Ex- 
hortation, for the helping of poor Souls to this 
Reft, that have yet no Title to it; and I have 
ſhewed you alſo the Manner bow to perform it. 
I will now ſpeak a little of the next Part. 


Bxsipks the m_ of private Admonition, you 
muſt do your utmoſt Endeavours to help Men to 
ofit by the publick Ordinances. And to that 
Firſt, do your Endeavours for the procuring 

of faithful Miniſters where they are wanting. 
T his is God's ordinary Means of converting and 
ſaving. How ſhall they. hear without a Preacher ? 
Not only for your own Sakes therefore, but for 
the poor miſerable Ones about you, do all you can 
to bring this to paſs. Improve all your Intereſt and 
Diligence to this End. Ride, and go, and ſeek, 
and make Friends till you prevail. Who knoweth 
how many Souls may bleſs you, who have been 
converted by the Miniſtry which you have pro- 
cured ? It is an higher and nobler Work of Cha- 
[34] rity, 
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rityy. than if you gave all that you have- to relieve 
their Bodies. 15 | 3 


How ſatall a Matter were it (and yet how; ex- 
cellent a Work) for every Gentleman of Means 
in England, to cull out ſome one or two, ot more 
poor Boys in the Country Schools, who are the 
choiceſt Wits, and of the moſt pious Difpoſitions, 
who are poor and unable to proceed. in Learnings: 
and to maintain them : till they were ſit for the Mini- 
ſtry! It were but keeping a Ne e 
dants the leſs, if they had Hearts to itz it were cafilyj 
ſpared out of their rich Apparel, or ſuperfluous Dietz 
Ldare fay, they would not be ſorry, for. it, -whaw 
they come to their Reckoning: One ſumptuous 
Feaſt, or one coftly Suit of Apparel, would main- 
tain a poor Boy a Year or two at the Univerſity, 
vo perhaps might come to have more true Worth 
in him, than many a glittering Lord, and to do- 
Gop more Service in his Church, than ever they 
did with all their. Eſtates and Fo] —— . 


2 AnD-when Penne Bleſſing of the Goſpol, 
vou muſt yet uſe, your utmoſt Diligence to help, 
e eee the Fruit of it. Lo which 
d. you muſt draw them conſtantly to hear. and. 
attend it: Mind them oſten of What they have 
heard: Draw them, if it be poſſible to repeat it in. 
their Families ; if that cannot be, then draw them · 
to· come to others that do it. that . ſo ĩt mays 
not. die in. the Hearing The very, drawing ob. 
Men. into; the Company and- Acquaintance; of the- 
the Good Man, belides- the Benefit they have by 
their Endeavours,. is of ſingular Uſe to the Reco- 
very of their Souls. It is a Means to take off Pre- 
udiee, by. confuting, the? Worlds. A anders off the 
ays and People of Gop. Uſe therefore oftens 
to 
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to meet together, beſides the more publick Meetin 
in the Congregation : Not to vent any — 
Opinions, nor at the Time of publick Worſhip; 
nor — to ſeparate from the Church whereof you 
are Members; but the Work which I would have 
ou meet about, is this, To repeat together the 
ord which you have heard in publick ; to pour 
out your joint Prayers for the Church and Your- 
ſelves; to join in chearful Singing the Praiſes of 
Gop; to open your Scruples, and Doubts, and 
Fears, and get Reſolution ; to quicken each other 
in Love and Heavenlineſs, and Holy Walking: 
And all this not as a ſeparated Church, but as a 
Part of the Church more diligent than the Reſt in 
redeeming Time, and helping the Souls of each 
other Heaven-ward. ' * 


3. One Thing more I adviſe you : If you would 
have Souls ſaved by the Ordinances, Labour ſtill 
to keep the Ordinances and Miniſtry in Eſteem. 
No Man will be much wrought on by that which 
he deſpiſeth. I ſhall confirm you herein, not in 
my own Words, but in His that I know you dare 


not diſregard, 1 Theſ. v. 11, 12, 13. efore 


comfort your ſelves * and edify one another, 
even as ye alſo de: And we beſeech you Brethren to 
know them which labour among you, and are over 
yen in the LORD, and admoniſb you, and te eſteem 
them very highly in Love for their Works Sate; and 
be at Pearce among yourſelves, Obey them that have 
the Rult over you, and ſubmit your ſelues; for they 
watch for your Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an Ac- 
count, that they may do it with Foy, and not with 


Grief; for-that is unprofitable for you, Hebt xiii. 17. 
THvs you fee Part of your Duty for the Sal- 


vation of others, 


Bur 
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Bur where ſhall we find the Man, that ſetteth 
himſelf to it with all his Might, and that hath ſet 
his Heart upon the Souls of his Brethren, that 
they may be ſaved? . | x 


Ler us bere a little enquire, what may be the 
Cauſes of the groſs Neglect of this Duty, that 
the Hinderances being diſcovered, may the more 
eaſily be overcome. | | | 


1. Ons Hindrance, is, Mens own Sinfulneſs 
and Guiltineſs. They. have not been raviſhed 
themſelves with the Heavenly Delights: How then 
ſhould they draw others to ſeek them ? They have 
not felt the Wickedneſs of their own Natures, nor 
their loſt Condition, nor their Need of Cbriſt, nor 
felt the renewing Wark of the Spirit : How then 
can they diſcover theſe to others? Ah that this 
were not the Caſe of many a learned Preacher in 
England And the Cauſe why they preach ſo fro- 
zenly! Men alſo are guilty themſelves. of the Sins 
they ſhould reprove; and this ſtops their Mouths, 
— maketh them aſhamed to reprove. 
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2. ANOTHER Hindrance, is, A ſecret Inſide - 
lity prevailing in Mens Hearts : Alas, Sirs, we 
do not ſure believe Mens Miſery z we do not be- 
lieve ſure the Threatnings of Gop are true. Did 
we verily believe that all. the Unregenerate and 
Unhoty ſhall be etcrnally tormented, Oh how 
could we hold our Tongues when we are amo 
the Uaregenerate ? How could we chuſe but burk 
out into Tears when we look them in the Face, 
as the Prophet did when he looked upon Hazgel ? 
Eſpecially when they are our Kindred or Friends, 
that are near and dear to us? Thus doth ſecret 
uadelief conſume the Vigour of each oo, and 
| uty. 
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Duty. Oh Chriſtians, if you did verily believe 
that your poor Neighbour, or Wife, or Huſband, 
or Child fhoutd certainly lie fer ever in the Flames 
of Hell, except they be ant, au changed, be. 
fore Neath doth ſnatch them hence, ,would not 
this make you caſt off all Diſcouragements, and 
e at them Day and Night *till they were per- 
fuaded? How could you hold your Tongue, or 
let them alone another Day, if this were ſound) 
believed ? If you were ſure that any of your dear 
Friends that are dead, were now in Hell, and 
perſuading to Repentance would get him , out 2 
gain, would not you perſuade him Day and Night 
if he were in Hearing? And why, ſhould you not 
do as much then to prevent it, while he is in your 
Hearing, but that you do not believe Gop's Warl 
that ſpeaks. the Danger? Oh were it not for thi: 
curſed Unbelief, our own Souls and our Neigh- 
bours. would gain. more by us than they do. 


3. Tuts faithful Dealing with Men. for their 
Salvation, is much hindered alſo by, our Want ei 
Compaſſion to Mens Souls. We are hard-heart- 
ed and cruel.toward the Miſerable; and therefore 
{as the Prieft and the Levite did by the wounded 

an) we look on them and.paſs by. Oh whit 
tender Hearts could endure to look upon a. poor, 
blind, forlorn Sinner, wounded by Sin, and cap: 
tivated by Satan, and never once open their Mouths 
for his Recovery? What though he. be ſilent, and 
Ao not deſire thy Help? Vet his Miſery cries #- 

Joud; Miſery is the moſt effectual Suitor to one 
that is compaſſionate : If Gop, had not heard the 
Cry of our Miſeries before He heard the Cry af 
our Prayers, and. been moved by his own Pity, be- 
fore He was moved by our Importunity, we might 
have long enough continued the Slaves of Satan, 
Alas, what pitiful Sights do we daily ſee? The 
Ignorant, 
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Ignorant, the Prophane, the NegleCters of Christ 
and their Souls : Their Sores are open and viſible 
to all; and yet, do we not pity them? You will 
pray to Gop for them, in cuſtomary Duties, that 
Gop would open the Eyes, and turn the Hearts 
of your Friends and —— And why do 
you not endeavour their Converſion if you deſire 
it? and if you do not deſire it, why do you aſk 
it? Doth not your Negligence convince you of 
Hypocriſy in your Prayers, and of abuſing the moſt 
High Gop with your deceitful Words? Your 
Neighbours are near you, your Friends are in the 
Houſe with you, you eat, and drink, and work, 
and walk, and talk with them, and yet you ſay 
little or nothing to them. Why do you not pray 
them to conſider and return, as well as pray Goo 
to convert and turn them? Have you as oft beg- 
ged of them to think on their Ways, and to re- 
form, as you have taken on you to beg of Gop 
that they may ſo do? What if you ſhould ſee your 
Neighbour fallen into a Pit, and you ſhould pre- 
ſently fall down on your Knees, and pray Gop 


to help him out, but would neither put forth your 


Hand to help him, nor once pet ſuade or direct him 
to help himſelf, would not any Man cenſure you 
to be cruel and hypocritical? What the Holy 
Ghoſt faith of Mens bodily Miſeries, I may ſay 
much more of the Miſery of their Souls; I any 
Man jeeth his Brother in Need, and fbutteth up bi- 
Compaſſion from him, haw dwelleth the Lade of Gop 

in im? Or what Love hath he to his Brothers 
Soul? The Charity of our ignorant Fore-fathers 
may riſe up in Judgment againſt us, and condemn 
us: They would give all their Eſtates almoſt, for 
ſo many Maſſes or Pardons, to deliver the Souls 
of their Friends from a feigned . Purgatory : 


And we will not as much as admoniſh and in- 
Vor. XXXVIL W treat 
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treat them, to ſave them from the certain Flames 
of Hell. 


4 ANOTHER Hindrance, i is, A baſe Man-plea- 
fing Diſpoſition that is in us, We are ſoloth to 
diſpleaſe Men, and ſo defirous to keep in Credit 
and Favour with them, that it makes us neglect 
our own Duty. A fooliſh Phyſician he is, and a 
moſt unfaithful Friend, that will let a fick Man 
die for Fear of troubling him. And cruel Wret- 
ches are we to our Friends that will rather ſuffer 
them to go quietly to Hell, than we will anger 
them, or hazard our Reputation with them. If 
they did but fall in a Swoon, we would rub them 
and pinch them, and never ſtick at Hurting them. 
If they were diſtracted, we would bind them with 
Chains, and we would pleaſe them in Nothing 
that tended to their Hurt. And yet when 8 1 
beſides themſelves in Point of ge Ivation, and 
their Madneſs poſting on to Damnation, we wil 
not ſtop them, for Fear of diſpleaſing them. Heu 
can theſe Men be Chriſtians, that love the Praiſe and 
Favour of Men, more than the Favour of Gov / 
John xii. 43. For i 4 they yet ſerk to pleaſe Men, 
they are no longer the Servants of Chriſt, Gal. i. 10. 
Towin them indeed they — become all Things 
to all Men: But to pleaſe them to their Deſtruc- 
tion, and let them periſh, that we may keep our 
Credit with them, is a Courſe ſo baſe and 8. 
Touſly cruel, that he that hath the Face of a Chri- 
ſtian ſhould abhor it. 


5. AXOTHER common Hindrance, is, a finful 
Baſhfultieſs. When we ſhould labour to make 
Men aſhamed of their Sins, we are ourſelves 
aſhamed of our Duties. May not theſe Sinners 
condemn us, When they will not bluſh to ſwear, 


or 
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be done, Baſhfulneſs is unſeemly in 


their Souls, is not a Buſineſs for a Man to bluſh 
at. Yet alas, what Abundance of Souls have 
been neglected through the prevailing of this Sin 


not thy Conſcience told thee of thy Duty many 


left they periſh ? And yet thou haſt been aſhamed 
to open thy Mouth to them, and ſo let them a- 
Jone to ſink or ſwim; believe me, thou wilt ere 


ment. If it were to ſpeak to a great Man, they 
would do it, ſo it would not diſpleaſe him. But 


mean Perſans, and to fit, with them in a ſmoaky 

naſty Cottage, and there to exhort them from 

Day to Day; where is * Perſon that will do it ? 
2 | 


The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 243 


or be drunk, and we bluſh to tell them of it, and 
petfuade them from it? Sinners will boaſt of their 
Sins, and ſhew them in the open Streets: And 
ſhall not we be as bold in drawing them from Sin? 
Not that I would have Inferiors forget their Di- 
ſtance in admoniſhing their Superiors; but do it 
with all Humility, and Submiſſion, and Reſpect. 
But yet I would much leſs have them forget their 
Duty to Gop and their Friends, be they never ſo 
much their Superiors; It is a Thing that muſt 

Gaſes of flat 
Neceſſity. And indeed it is not a Work to be 
aſhamed of; to obey Gop in perſuading Men 
from their Sins to Chri/t, and helping to ſave 


Even the moſt of us are heinouſly guilty in this 
Point. Reader, is not this thy own Caſe ? Hath 


2 Time, and put thee on to ſpeak to poor Sinners, 


long be aſhamed of this Shame: O read thoſe 
Words of Cbriſt, and tremble; He that is aſhamed 
of Me and of my Words before this adulterous Gene- 
neration, of him will the San of Man be ojhanud 
before his Father and the Angels. 


6. Wirn many alſo Pride is a great Impedi- 


to go among a Company of ignorant Beggars, or 


Many 
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Many will much rejoice if they have been Inſtru- 
ments of converting a Gentleman (and they have 
good Cauſe) but for the common Multitude, they 
look not after them: As if Gop were a Reſpecter 
of the Perſons of the Rich, or the Souls of all 
were not alike to him. Alas, theſe Men little 
conſider how long Chri did ſtoop to us! When 
the Gop of Glory comes down in Fleſh to Worms, 
2nd goeth Preaching up and down among them 
trom City to City | Not the ſillieſt Women that 
he thought too low to confer with: Few rich, and 
noble, and wiſe are called. It is the Poor that 
receive the glad Tidings of the Goſpel. 


Oper. O but ſaith one, I am of ſo weak 
Parts, that I am unable to manage an Exhortati- 
on ; eſpecially to Men of ſtrong Parts and Un- 
derſtanding. 


7 Arfeer, 1. SET thoſe upon the Work who are 
more able. 2. Yet do not think that thou art fo 
excuſed thyſelf, but uſe faithfully that Ability 
which thou haſt ; not in teaching thoſe of whom 
thou ſnhouldſt learn, but in inſtructing thoſe that 
are more ignorant than thyſelf, and in exhorting 
thoſe that are negligent in the Things which they 
do know. If you cannot ſpeak well yourſelf, yet 
vou can tell them what Gop ſpeaketh in his 
Word. It is not the Excellency of Speech that 
winneth the Souls; but the Authority of Gop 
manifeſted by that Speech, and the Power of his 
Word in the Mouth of the Inſtructor. A weak 
Woman may tell what Gop faith in the plain 
Paſſages of the Word, as well as a tearned Man. 
Ff you cannot preach to them, yet you can fay, 
Thus it is written. One of mean Parts may re- 
member the wiſeſt of their Duty when they for- 
get it. * | 


OBJEcrT. 
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- OpgacT.IIt is my Superior: And is it fit for 


me to teach or reprove my Betters ? Muſt the 


Wife teach the Huſband, of whom the Scripture 
biddeth them, learn? Or muſt the Child teach, the 
Parents, whoſe Duty it is to teach them? _ 


I Anſwer, 1. IT is fit that Huſbands ſhould be 
able to teach their Wives, and Parents to teach 


their Children; and God expecteth they ſhould 


be fo, and therefore commandeth the Inferiors 
to learn of them. But if they through their Neg- 
ligence diſable themſelves, or through their Wic- 


| kedneſs bring their Souls into ſuch Miſery, then 


it is themſelves, and not you, that break Gop's 
Orders by bringing themſelves into Diſability and 
n 


MATTER of meer Order and Manners muſt 
be diſpenſed ,, with in Caſes of flat Neceſſity. 
Though it were your Minifter, you muſt teach 
him in ſuch a Caſe. It is the Part of Parents to 


provide for their Children, and not Children for 


their Parents; And yet if the Parents. fall into 
Want, muſt not the Children relieve them? It is 
the Part of the Huſband to diſpoſe of the Affairs 


of the Family and Eſtate : And yet if he be ſick 


and beſides himſelf, muſt not the Wife do it? 
The Rich ſhould relieve the Poor: But if the 


Rich fall into Beggery, they muſt be relieved 
. themſelves. It is the Work of a Phyſician to 


look to the Health of others: And yet, if he fall 
fick, ſome Body muſt help him. So muſt the 
meaneſt Servant admoniſh his Maſter, and the 
Child his Parent, and the Wife her Huſband, and 


the People their Miniſters, in Caſes of Neceſſity. 


X et Secondly, let me give you theſe two Cautions 
9 


W 3 1. Tuar 
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1. Tnar you do not pretend Neceſſity when 
| there is none, out of a meer Nefire of Teaching, 
There is ſcarce a more certain Diſcovery of a 
proud Heart, than to be more defirous to teach, 


than to learn; eſpecially toward thoſe that are ht- 
ter to teach us, 


2. Anp when the Neceſſity of your Superionrs 
doth call for your Advice; yet do it with all poſl- 
ble Humility, Modeſty, and Meekneſs. Let 
them diſcern your Reverence and Submiſſion in the 
humble Manner of your Addreſſes to them. Let 
them perceive that you do it not out of a mecr 
teaching Humour, or proud Self-conceitedneſs. lt 
2 Wife ſhould tell her Huſband of Sin in a'maſter- t 
ly railing Language; or if a Servant reprove his 
_ Maſter, or a Child his Father in a ſaucy Way, WW « 
what Good could be expected from ſuch Reproot ! 
But if they ſhould meekly and humbly open to him 
his Sin and Danger, and intreat him to bear with 
them in what Gop commandeth, and if they could, 
by Tears teſtify their Senſe of his Caſe : What Fa- 
ther, or Maſter, or Huſbapd could take this ill? 
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OBJecT. But ſome may ſay, this will make 
us all Preachers, and cauſe all to break over the 
Bounds of their Callings. 


I Arfer, 1. Trans: is not taking a Paſtoral 
Charge of Souls, nor making an Office or Calling 
of it, as Preachers do. wy 2001 
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2. AxD in the Way of our Callings, every 
good Chriſtian is a Teacher, and hath a Charge oi 
his Neighbour's Soul. Let it be only the Voice of 

2 Cain to ſay, Am I my Brothers Keeper? 1 would 
one of theſe Men, that are fo loth that private 


Men ſhould teach them, to tell me, What if 2 
af kb. Th, Man 


a — ow $5 os 


them:off as contemptuous Swine. 


The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 247 


Man fall down in a Swoon in the Streets, though 
it be your Father or Superior, would you not take 
him up preſently, and uſe all Means to recover 
him? Or would you let him lie and die, and ſay, 
itis the Work of the Phyſician, and not mine: I 
will not invade the Phyfician's Calling. In two 
Caſes every Man is a Phyſician; Firft, in Caſe of 
Neceſſity, and when'a Phyſician cannot be had: 
And ſecondly, in Caſe the Hurt be fo ſmall, that 
every Man can do as well as the Phyſician. And 
in the ſame two Caſes, every Man muſt be a 
Teacher. ef | 


OnJnct.'Some will farther object, to put off 


this Duty, that the Party is ſo- ignorant, or ſtupid, 


or careleſs, or rooted in Sin, and hath been ſo oft 
exhorted in vain, that there is no Hope. 


F Anſwer, How know you when there is no 
Hope? Cannot Gop-yet cure him? And have not 
many as far gone been cured ? Should not a mer- 
ciful Phyſician uſe Means while there is Life? And 
15 it not inhuman Cruelty in you to give up your 
Friend to the Devil as hopeleſs, upon meer Back- 
wardneſs to your Duty, or upon groundleſs Dif- 
couragements? What if you had been ſa given up 
yourſelf when you were ignorant?! | 


Onjecrt. But we muſt not caſt Pearls: before 
Stoine, nor give that which is boly to Deg n. 


I Anſwer, Thar is but a favourable Diſpenſa- 
tion of Chri/t for your own Safety. When you 
are in Danger of being torn in Pieces, Chrift would 
have you forbear; but what is that to you that are 
in no ſuch Danger? As long as they will hear, you 
have Encouragement to ſpeak, and may not caſt 


Os JECT. 


248 . The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 
+ OBJecT: O but it is a Friend that I have 20 


my Dependence on; and by telling him of his Sin 
and Miſery, I may loſe his Love, and fa be un- 


done. 


Anſwer, SURE no Man that hath the Face of: 
Chriſtian, will for Shame own ſuch an ObjeRion 
. as this ? Yet: I doubt, it oft prevaileth in the 
Heart. Is his Love more to be yalued than hi; 
Safety? Or thy on Benefit by him, than the Sal- 
vation of his Soul? Or, wilt thou connive at hi; 

Damnation, becauſe he is thy Friend? Is that thy 

beſt Requital of his Friendſhip? Hadſt thou rather 
he ſhould burn for ever in Hell, than thou ſhouldſ 
—_ * Favour, or the Maintenance thou haſt from 
him 8 | 


To conclude this Uſe, That I may prevail with 
every Soul that feareth God, to uſe their utmoſt 
Diligence to help all about them to this bleſſed 

Reſt, let me intreat you to conſider theſe following 
Motives. 


1. Cons1DER, Nature teacheth the commun 
* 2 Good, and Grace doth eſpecially diſpoſe 
the Soul: thereto; the Neglect therefore of thi 
Work, is a Sin both againſt Nature and Grace 


Woulp you not think that Man or Woman 
unnatural, that would let their Children or Neigt 
bours famiſh in the Streets, while they have Pro- 
- viſion at Hand? And is not he more unnatural, 
that will let his Children or Neighbours periſh eter- 
nally, and will not open his Mouth to fave them 
Certainly this is moſt barbarous Cruelty. We 
account an unmereiful cruel Man, a very Monſter, 
to be abhorred of all. Many vicious Men are too 
much loved in the World, but a cruel Man is uf 
horre 
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horred of all. Now that it. may appear to you 
what a cruel Thing this Neglect of Souls is, do but 
conſider theſe two Things. Fiſt, how great a 
Work it is. 'Secondly, how ſmall a Matter it is 
that thou refuſeſt to do for the accompliſhing fo 
erat a Work. Firſt, It is to fave thy Brother 
from eternal Flames, that he may not there lie 
roaring in endleſs, remedileſs Torments. It is to 
bring him to the everlaſting Reſt, where he may 
lire in unconceivable Happineſs with Gop. Se- 
condly, and what is it that you ſhould do to help 
him herein? Why, it is to perſuade him, and lay 
open to him his Sin, and his Duty, his Miſery, 
and the Remedy, *till you have made him willin 
to yield to the Offers and Commands of Cori 
And is this ſo great a Matter for to do, to the at- 
taining ſuch a bleſſed End? Is not the Soul of a 
Huſband, or Wife, or Child, or Neighbour, 
worth a few Words ? It is worth this or it is worth 
nothing. If they lay dying in the Streets, and a 
few Words would fave their Lives, would not e- 
very Man fay, he was a cruel Wretch that would 
let them periſh, rather then ſpeak to them? Even 
the covetous Hypocrite, that James reproveth, 
would give a few Words to the Poor, and ſay, 
C and be warmed, and be cloathed,. - What a bar- 
barous, unmerciful Wretch then art thou, that 
wilt not vouchſafe a few Words of ſerious, ſober 
Admonition, to ſave the Soul of thy Neighbour 
or Friend? Cruelty and Unmercifulneſs to Mens 
Bodies, is a moſt damnable Sin; but to their Souls 
much more, as the Soul is of greater Worth than 
the Body, and as Eternity is of greater Moment 
than this ſhort Time. 6. 11 


AL as ! you do not ſee or feel what Caſe their 
Souls are in, when they are in Hell, for Want of 


your faithful Admonition. Little know you what 
| many 
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-many a Soul may now be feeling, who have been 
your Neighbours and: Acquaintance, and died in 
their Sins, on whom you never "beſtowed one 
Hour's ſober Advice for preventing their Unhappi- 
nels. If you knew their Miſery, you would now 
do more to bring them out of Hell: But alas it is 
too late, you ſhould have done it while they were 
with you; it is now too late. As one faid of 
Phyſicians, © That they were the moſt happy 
Men, becauſe all their good Deeds and Cures were 
ſeen above Ground to their Praiſe, but all their 
Miſtakes and Neglects were buried out of Sight.” 
So I may ſay to you, many a Neglect of yours to 
the Souls about you, may be now buried with thoſe 
Souls in Hell, out of your Sight, and therefore now 
it doth not much trouble you; but alas they feel 
it, though you feel it not. Jeremiab cried out, 
My Bowels, my Bowels, I cannot hold my Peace, be- 
cauſe of a temporal Deſtruction of his People: And 
do not our Bowels yearn? And can we hold cur 
Peace at Mens eternal Deſtruftion ? 


2. Cosa, What a Rate Cbriſ did value 
Souls at, and what He hath done towards the Sa- 
ving of them: He thought them worth his Blood, 
and ſhall not we think them worth the Breath of 
our Mouths ? Will you not do a little, where H- 
hath done fo much? 


3. Cons1DEr, What a deal oſ Guilt this Neg: 
lect doth lay upon thy Soul. Firſt, Thou art guilty 
oſ the Murder and Damnation of all thoſe Sous 

--whom thou doſt thus n. He that ſtandeth by, 
and ſeeth a Man in a Pit, and will not pull hun 
out if he can, doth drown him. And he that ſtand- 
eth by while Thieves rob him, or Murderers ki! 
him, and will not help him if he can, is Acceſſa) 
to the Fact. And ſo he that will r 
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Men to damn their Souls, or will let Satan and the 
World deceive them, and not offer to help them, 
will certainly be judged guilty of damning them. 
And is not this a moſt dreadful Conſideration ? O 
Sirs, How many Souls then have every one of us 
been guilty of damning! What a Number of our 
Neighbours and Acquaintance are dead, in whom 
we diſcerned no Signs of SanAification, and we ne- 
py ver once plainly told them of it, or how to be reco- 
vered! If you been the Cauſe but of burning 
a Man's Houfe through your Negligence, or of un- 
doing him, or deſtroying his Body, how would it 
to trouble — . long as you lived? If you had but 
killed a Man unadviſedly, it would much diſquiet 
you. We have known thoſe that have been guilty 
| of Murder, that could never ſleep quietly after, 
ut, nor have one comfortable Day, their own Con- 
ſciences did fo vex and torment them. O what a 
ad Heart muſt thou have, thou haſt been guilty of 
murdering ſuch a Multitude of precious Souls ? 
Remember this, when thou lookeſt thy Friend or 
I carnal Neighbour in the Face; and think with thy- 
xe W ff, can I find in my Heart, through my Silence 
. and e ce, to be guilty of his everlaſting Burn- 
d, ing in 


of untie the Tongue of the Dumb. 


2. AND as you are guilty of their periſhing, ſo 
are you of every Sin which in the mean Time they 
. commit. If they were converted, they would 
break off their Courſe of Sinning: And if you did 
's your Duty, you know not but they might be con- 
„ verted. As he that is guilty of a Man's Drunken- 
n | nels, is guilty of all the Sins which that Drunken- 
| neſs doth cauſe him to commit: So he that is 
| U guilty of a Man's continuing Unregenerate, is alſo 
y | guilty of the Sins of his Unregeneracy. How ma- 
ny Curſes and Oaths, and other Sins of a-moſt hei- 
4 : 


nous 


ell? Methinks ſuch a Thought ſhould even 
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nous Nature are many of you guilty of, that little 
think of it? You that take much Pains for your 
own Souls, and ſeem fearful of Sinning, would 
take it ill of one that ſhould tell you, that you ate 
guilty of weekly or daily Whinnlome, and Drun- 
kenneſs, and Swearing, and Lying? And yet it is 
too true, even beyond all Denial, by your Neg- 
lect of helping thoſe who do commit them. 


3. You areguilty alſo of all thoſe Judgments 


which thoſe Mens Sins bring upon the Town or 


Country where they live. 1 know, you are not 
ſuch Atheiſts, but you believe it is God that ſend- 
eth Sickneſs, and Famine, and War; and alſo that 
it is only Sin that moveth Him to this Indignation, 
What Doubt then is there, but you are the Cauſe 
of Judgments, who do not ſtrive againſt thoſe Sins 
which cauſe them? Gop hath ſtaid long in Pati- 


ence, to ſee if any would deal plainly with the 


Sinners of the Times, and ſo free their own Soul; 
from the Guilt : But when He ſeeth that there i; 
none, but all become guilty; no Wonder then if 
He lay the Judgment upon all. We have all ſeen 
the Bun and heard the Swearers in our 
Streets, and we would not ſpeak to them: We 
have all lived in the Midſt of an ignorant, world. 
ly, unholy People; and we have not ſpoke to them 


with Earneſtneſs, Plainneſs, and Love; no Won- 
der then if Gop ſpeak in his Wrath both to them 
and us. Eli did not commit the Sin himſelf, and 
yet he ſpeaketh ſo coldly againſt it, that he muſt 


ar the Puniſhment. God locketh up the Clouds, 
becauſe we have ſhut up our Mouths. The Earth 


is grown as hard as Iron to us, becauſe we have 
hardened our Hearts againſt our miſerable Neigh- 


bours. The Cries of the Poor for Bread are loud, 
becauſe our 'Cries againſt Sin have been ſo low. 


Sickneſſes run apace from Houſe to Houſe, and 


{weep 
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fweep away the poor unprepared Inhabitants, be- 
cauſe we ſwept not out the Sin that breedeth 
them. As Chri/t ſaid in another Caſe, Luke xix. 
40. If theſe ſhould hold their Peace, the Stones would 
norance, Ungodlineſs, and Wickedneſs of our 
Places, ore do theſe Plagues and Judgments 


ſpeak. 


4. ConsDER, what a Thing it will be, to look 
upon your poor Friends in thoſe Flames, and to 
think that os Neglect was a great Cauſe of it? 
And that there was a Time when you might have 
done much to prevent it. If you ſhould there per- 
iſh with them, it would be no ſmall Aggravation 
of your Torment: If you be in Heaven, it would 
ſure be a ſad Thought, were it poſſible that any 
Sorrow could dwell there, to hear a Multitude of 
poor Souls there to cry out for ever, O if you 
would but have told me plainly of my Sin and Dan- 
ger, and dealt roundly with me, I might have ſca- 
ped all this Torment, and been now in Reſt ! O 
what a ſad Voice will this be! 


ſpeak : So, becauſe we held our Peace at the Ig- 


5. ConsDER, how diligent are the Enemies of 
theſe poor Souls to draw them to Hell? And ifno 
Body be diligent in helping them to Heaven, 
what is like to become of them? The Devil is 
tempting them Day and Night : Their inward 
Luſts are till working and withdrawing them: 
The Fleſh is ftill pleading for its Delights and 
Profits: Their old Companions are ready to en- 
tice them to Sin, and to diſgrace Gop's Wa 
and People to them, and to contradict the Doctrine 
of Chriſt that ſhould fave them, and to increaſe 
their Diſlike of Holineſs. Seducing Teach are 
exceeding diligent in ſowing Tares, and in draw: 
N the Unſtable from the Way to Life: And 


* 
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ſhall a Seducer be ſo unwearied in proſelyting poot 
ounded Souls to his Fancies ? And ſhall not 
Chriſtian be much more unwearied in la- 
bouring to win Men to Chrift and Life ? | 


6. Conzine, the Neglect of this doch 
7 -wound when Conſcience is — . 
hen a Man comes to die, Conſcience will aſt 
him, What Good haſt thou done in thy Life- time! 
The 3 Souls is the greateſt Good; What 
haſt thou done towards this? How many haſt 
thou dealt faithfully with? I -have oſt obſerved, 
that the Conſciences of dying Men, very much 
wound them for this Omiſſion. For my own 
Part (to tell yu my Experience) whenever I have 
been near Death, my Conſcience hath accuſed 
me more for this than for any Sin: It would bring 
every ignorant -prophane Neighbour to my Re- 
membrance, to whom 1.never-made'known their 
Danger: It would tell me, thou ſhouldſt have 
gone to them in private, and told them plainly of 
their deſpetate Danger, without Baſhfulneſs or 
Daubing, though it had been when thou ſhauldſt 
have eaten or ſlept, if thou hadſt no other Time; 
Conſcience would remember me, how at ſuch a 
Time, or ſuch a Time, I was in Company with 
the Ignorant, or was riding by the Way with 2 
wilful Sinner, and had a fit Opportunity to have 
dealt with him, but did not: Or at leaſt, did it 
by Halves, and to little Purpoſe. The Lonp 
yore I may better obey -Conſcicnce hereaſter while 
live and have Time, that it may have leſs to ac- 
cuſe me of at Death. 2 of 


|; 7. Coxs ibn laſtly the happy Conſequences 
| of this Work, where it is faithfully done: To 
name ſome; 


- 8. You 


Him, will not let you loſe theſe 
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1. You may be inſtrumental” in that bleſſed 


Work of ſaving Souls, a Work that Chri/t came 


down and died for, a Work that the Angels of 
Gop rejoice in; for, ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, am 

you do err from the Tyuth, and one convert him, 

him — that he whith converteth —— 

m the Errtr of his Way, Hull a Soul from 
Death, and el hide a Mamie of Sint, James 
v. 19, 20. And how can Gop more dien 
our A than to make you Inſtruments info 
a Work | a | 


2. Sven Souls will bleſs you here and hereafter, 
They may be angry with you at-firft ;. but if your 
Words ſucceed, they will bleſs the Day that ever 
they knew you, and bleſs Gop that ſent you to 


ſpeak to them. 


3. Ir bringeth much Ad to yourſelves : 
Firſt, it * nary” >. i Doch as it ĩs 
a Courſe that Gon will bleſs, and as it is an acti 
of them in this perſuading of others: e that w 
not let you loſe a Cup of Water which is given for 
Works of 
Charity; beſides thoſe that have practiſed this Du- 
ty moſt find by Experience, that they never go on 
more proſperouſly towards Heaven, than when they 
do moſt to help others thither with them: It is 
not here as with worldly Freaſure, the more you 
give away, the leſs. you have: Hut the more you 
give, the more you have: The ſetting forth Chrif? 
in his Fulheſs to others, will warm r own 
Hearts; the opening the Evil and Danger of Sin 
to others, will increaſe your Hatred of it. Second- 
ly, it will encreaſe your Glory as well as your 
both as a' Duty which Gon will reward, 

(Fer theſe that convert _ to. 2 
| 2 ine 
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Hine as the Stars for ever and ever, Dan. xii. 3.) 
and alſo as we ſhall there behold them in Heaven, 
and be their Aſſociates in Bleſſedneſs, whom Gon 
made us here the Inſtruments to convert. Third- 
ly, however, it will give us much Peace of Con- 
. „ Whether we ſucceed or not, to think that 
we were faithful, and did our beſt to ſave them, 
and that we are clear from the Blood of all Men. 
Fourthly, beſides that is a Work, that if it ſucceed 
doth exceedingly rejoice an honeſt Heart: He 
that hath any Senſe of Gon's Honour, or the leaſt 
Affection to the Soul of his Brother, muſt needs 
rejoice much at his Converſion, whoſoever be the 


Iuaſtrument, but eſpecially when Gop maketh our 


ſelves the Means of ſo bleſſed a Work. - | 


For my own Part, it is an unſpeakable Comfort 
to me, that Gop hath made me an Inſtrument 
for the recovering of ſo many from bodily Diſeaſes, 
and ſaving their natural Lives; but all this is no- 
e Comfort I have in the Succeſs of my 
Labours, in the Converfion and Confirmation of 
Souls; it is ſo great a Joy to me, that it drowneth 


the Painfulneſs of my daily Duties, and the Trou- 


dle of my daily — and bodily Griefs 


And maketh all theſe, with all Oppoſitions and 
Difficulties in my Work to be eaſy: And of all 
the perſonal cies that ever I received, next 
to his Love in Chrift to my Soul, I moſt joyfully 
bleſs Him for the plenteous Succeſs of my Endea- 
vours upon others: O what Fruits then might I 
have ſeen, if I had been more faithful, and «g5 
the Work in private and publick as J ought! 1 
know we have Need to be very | of our de- 
ceitſul Hearts in this Point, our pejoicing 
_hould come from our Pride. Naturally we wou 
every Man be in the — 
| | WE; 1 
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Praife of every goed Work aſcribed. to ourſelves: 
But yet to imitate our Father in Goodneſs, and 
to rejoice in that Degree we attain to, is the Part 
of every Child of GOD. TI tell you therefore, to 
perſuade you from my own Experience, that if 
you did but know what a joyful Thing it is to be 
an Inſtrument for the ſaving of Souls, you would 
ſet upon it preſently, and follow it. Night and Day 


through the greateſt Diſcouragements and Rehiit- 
ance. | | | or 


AND thus I have ſhewed you what ſhould per- 
ſuade you to this Duty. Let me now conclude 


with a Word of Intreaty : Firſt, to all the Godly 


in general. Secondly, to ſome above others in 
particular, | 


CHAP. XIV. 
An Advice to ſome more particularly to belp 
others to this Re. 2 


: 


1 then every Man, that hath a Tongue, and 
is a Servant of Chrift; and do ſomething' 

of this your Maſter's Work: Why hath He 
given you a Tongue but to ſpeak in his Service?” 
And how can you ſerve Him more eminently,” 
than in the ſaving of Souls? He that will pronounce* 


the Kingdom prepared for you, becauſe you fed” 
Him, and cloathed Him, and viſited Him, in his“ 
Members, will ſurely * you bleſſed for 


3 ſo 


you bleſſed at the laſt Day, and fentence you to 
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quay 6 Wark 3s the being over of Souls to 
his Kingdom. . He that ſaith Poor you have. al- 
ways with you, hath left the Ungodly always with 
you, that you might ſtill have Matter to exerciſe 
your Charity upon. O if you have the Hearts of 
iſtians or of Men in you, 1 
wards your poor, ignorant, ungodly Neighbours; 
alas, there is but 1 betwixt them, — Death, 
and Hell; many hundred Diſeaſes are waiting ready 

to ſeize them, and if they die unregenerate, they 

are loſt for ever. Have you Hearts of Rock, that 
cannot pity Men in ſuch a Caſe? If you believe 

not the Word of Gop, how are you Chriſtians 
yourſelves? If you do but believe it, why do you 

not beſtir you to help others? Do you not care who 
damned, ſo you be ſaved? If fo, you have as 
much Cauſe to pity your ownſelves; for it is a 
Frame of Spirit inconſiſtent with Grace: Should ne 

you not rather ſay, as the of Samaria, Is al 

it not a Day of glad Tidings, and we fit ſtill, and yc 

hold our Peace? Hath Gop had ſo much Mercy pr 

on you, and will you have no Mercy on your poor an 
Neighbours? You need not go far to find Objects & 

for your Pity : Look but into the Streets, or into he 

the next Houſe to you, and you will probably re 

find ſome. Have you never a Neighbour that ſets to 

his Heart below, and neglecteth Eternity? What Al 
Meiled. Place do you live in, where there is none ſo 

ſuch ? If there be not ſome of. them in thine own Cl 
Family, it is well; and yet art thou ſilent? Doſt ne 
thou live cloſe by them, or meet them imthe Streets, ta 
or labour with them, or travel. with: them, or fit di 
fill and talk with them, and ſay nothing to them . 
af their Souls, or the Life to come & If their Houſes len 
were on Fire, thou wouldſt run and help them; and Cp) 
wilt thou not help them when their Souls are almoſt }C 
at the Eire of Hell ? If thou kneweſt hut 2 te 
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for their Diſeaſes thou wouldfſt tell it them, or 
eſe thou wouldſt judge thyſelf guilty of their 
Death. Cardan ſpeaks of one that had a Receipt 
that would diffolve the Stone in the Bladder, and 
he makes no Doubt but that Man is in Hell, be- 
cauſe he never revealed it to any before he died: 
What ſhall we ſay then of them that know the 
Remedy for curing Souls, and do not reveal it; 
nor perſuade Men to make Uſe of it? Is it not 
Hypocriſy to pray That Gop's Name may be hal- 
kel, and never endeavour to bring Men to Hal- 
he it? And can you pray, Let thy Kingdom come; 
and yet never labour for the Coming or Increaſe 
of that Kingdom ? Is it not Grief to your Hearts 
to ſee the Kingdom of Satan flouriſh, and to fee 
him lead captive ſuch a Multitude of Souls ? You 
ſay you are Soldiers of Chri/t; and will you do 
nothing againſt his prevailing Enemies ? You pray 
alſo daily, That his will may be dene; and ſhould 
you not daily then perſuade Men to do it? You 
pray, That Gop world forgive them their Sing, 
and that he would not lead them into Temptation, but” 
liver them from evil. And yet will you not 
help them againſt Temptations, nor help to deli- 
ver them from the greateſt Evil? Nor help them 
to repent and believe, that they may be forgiven?” 
Alas, that your Prayers and your Practice ſhould _ 
ſo much diſagree ! Look about you therefore, 
Chriſtians, with an Eye of Compaſſion on the Sin- 
ners about you; be not like the Prieſt or Levite- 
that ſaw the Man wounded, and paſſed by: Gop 
lid not fo paſs by you, when it was your own: 
Caſe. Are not the Souls of your Neighbours fal- 
en into the Hands of Satan? Doth not their Mifery 
cry out to you, Help, Help! As you have any 
Compaſſion towards Men in the greateſt Miſery, 
Help! As you have the Hearts of Men, and not of 


Typers4n- you, Help 


But 


260 The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 

Bur as this Duty lyeth upon all in general, ſo 
upon fome more eſpecially, —_ as GoD hath 
called or qualified them thereto. To them there. 
fore more e Iwill addreſs my Exhortation: 
Whether they be ſuch as have more Opportunity 
and Advantages for this Work, or ſuch as have 
better Abilities to perform it. | 


1. ALL you that Gop hath given more Learn- 
ing and Knowledge to, or endued with better Ut- 
terance than your Neighbours; Gop Expecteth 
this Duty eſpecially at your Hand. The Strong are 
made to help the Weak, and thoſe that ſee muſt 
dire& the Blind. Gop leoketh for this faithful 
Improvement of your Parts and Gifts, which if you 
| it were better for you that you never had 
received 'them: For they will but further your 
Condemnation, and be as uſeleſs to your own Sal- 
vation, as they were to others. 


2. ALL thoſe that have eſpecially Familiarity 
with ſome Ungodly Men, and that have Intereſt in 
them, Gop looks for this Duty at their Hands. 
Chrift Himſelf did eat and drink with the Publicans 
and Sinners, but it was only to be their Phyſi- 
| cian, and not their Companion. Gop might give 

Intereſt in them to this End, that you might 
a Means of their Recovery ? They that will not 
regard the Words of another, will regard a Bro- 
ther, or Siſter, or Huſband, or W ife, or near Friend: 
Beſides that the Bond of Friendſhip doth engage 
you to more Kindneſs and Compaſſion. | 


3. PaysSIiciavs that are much about dying 
Men, ſhould in a ſpecial Manner make a Conſci- 
ence of this Duty : They have a treble Advantage 
Farſ}, They are at Hand. Secondly, They are with 
Men in ſickneſs and Dangers, when the Ear is 

104 more 
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more open, and the Heart leſs ſtubborn than in 
Time of Health. He that made a Scorn of God- 
lineſs before, will hear Council then, if ever he 
will hear it. Thirdly, Beſides, they look upon 
their Phyſician as a Man in whoſe Band is their 
Life: Or who at leaſt may do much to fave them, 
and therefore they will the more regard his Advice. 
Therefore you that are of this honourable Profeſ- 
fon, do not think this aWork beſides your Calling, 
2s if it belonged to none but Miniſters; except 
you think it beſides your Calling to be compaſſion 
ate, or. to be Chriſtians. Help to fit your Patients 
for Heaven, and whether you fee they are for 
Life or Death, teach them both how ro live and 
to die, and give them ſome Phyſick for their Soul, 
25 you do for their Bodies. Bleſſed be Gop that 
very many of the chief Phyſicians of this Age have, 
by their eminent Piety, vindicated their Profeffion 
from the common Imputation of Atheiſm and Pro- 
phaneneſs. 25 


r 


4 4. ANOTHER Sort that have excellent Advan- 
„ nge for this Duty, are Men that have Wealth and 
KAuthority, and are of great Place or Command in 
:. be World, eſpecially that have many who live 
ein Dependence on O what a World of 
vo Wl 200d might Gentlemen and Lords do, that have a 
ot 
0- 
d 
ge 


great many Tenants, and that are the Leaders of 
the Country, if they had but Hearts to improve 
their Intereſt and Advantage ! Little do you that 
are ſuch, think of the Duty that lies upon you in 
this. Have you not all Honour and Riches from 
Gop? Is it not evident then, that you muſt em- 
ploy them for the Advantage of his Service? Do 
you not know who hath ſaid, That to whom 
Men commit much, from them they will expett the 
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Vo have the greateſt Opportunities to do 
Good, of moſt Men in the World. Your Te 
nants dare not contradict you, left you diſpoſleh 
them or their Children of their Habitations: They 
fear you more, than the Threatnings of the Scrip- 
ture; they will ſooner obey you, than God. I! 
you ſpeak to them for Gzop and their Souls, you 
may be regarded, when even a Miniſter ſhall be 
deſpiſed. therefore as you value the Honour 
of Gop, your own Comfort, and the Salvation 
of Souls, improve your Intereſt to the utmoſt for 
Gon. Go viſit. your Tenants. and, Neighbours 
Houſes, and. ſee whether they worſhip God in 
their Families, and take all Opportunities to preſ 
them to their Duties. Do not'deſpiſe them, be- 
cauſe they are poor or ſimple. Remember, Gon 
is no Reſpefter of Perſons; your Fleſh is of no 
better Metal than theirs; nor will the Worms ſpare 
your: Faces or Hearts any more than theirs; not 
will your Bones or Duſt bear the Badge of your 
Gentility ; you muſt be all Equals when you ſtand 
in ;- and- therefore: help the Soul of a 
poor Man, as well as if he were a Gentleman: 
And let Men ſee that you excel others as much in 
Piety, Heavenlinefs, Compatica and Diligence in 
Gop's Work, as you do in Riches and Honour. 


+ EcoNREss: you are like to be ſingular if 
take this Courſe; but then remember, you 

be ſingular in Glory, for few. Great and Mighty, 
and Noble are called. | | 


5. ANOTHER Sort that have ſpecial Opportu- 
nity to help others to Heaven, ate the Miniſters a 
the Goſpel: As they have, or ſhould have mor 
Ability than others, fo it is the very Work al 
their Calling; and every one expecteth it at then 
Hauds, and will better ſubmit to their A 
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than to others. I intend not theſe Inſtructions ſo 
much to Teachers, as to others, and therefore I 
mall ſay but little to them; and if all, or moſt 
Miniſters among us were as faithful and diligent 
a ſome, I would ſay nothing. But becauſe it is 
otherwiſe, let me give theſe two or three Words 
of Advice to my Brethren in this Office. 


1. Be ſure that the recovering and faving Souls, 
be the main End of your Studies and Preaching, 
O do not propound any low and baſe Ends to 
ourſelves. This is the End of your Calling, let 
f be alſo the End of your Endeavours. Gap for- 
bid that you ſhould Tpend a Week's Study to pleaſe 
the People, or to ſeek the advancing your” own 
Reputations. Dare you appear in the Pulpit on 
ſuch a Buſineſs, and ſpeak for yourſelves, when 
you are ſent and pretend to ſpeak for Crit; Set 
out the Work of Gop as ſkilfully as you can; 
but ſtill Jet the-winning of Souls be your End, and 
always judge that the beſt Means, that moſt con- 
duceth to the End. Do not think that Gop is 
deſt ſerved by a neat, arched, Oration : But that 
he is the able, ſkilful Miniſter, that is beſt ſkilled 
in the Art of inſtructing, convincing, F 
and that is the beſt Sermon that is beſt in theſe. 
Let the Vigour alſo of your Perſuaſions ſhew 
that you are ſenſible on how weighty a Buſineſs 
ou are ſent. Preach with that Seriouſneſs and 

tvout as Men that believe their own Doctrine, 
and know their Hearers muſt either be prevailed 
with, or be damned. What you would do to fave 
them from everlaſting Burning, that do while you 
have the Opportunity and Price in your Hand, that 
People my diſcern you mean as you ſpeak ; and 


that you are not Stage · playcrs, but Preachers of 
the Doctrine of Salvation. Remember what Cicero 
laith, „ That if the Matter be never fo combuſti- 


« ble, 
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« ble, yet if you put not Fire to it, it will not 
« burn.” And what Eraſmus ſaith, * That an 
c hot Iron will pierce, when a cold one will not.“ 
And if the wiſe Men of the World account you 
mad, ſay as Paul, If we are beſides ourſelves, it i; 
to GoD: And remember that Chriſt was fo buſy 
in _ of Good, that his Friends themſelves be- 
n to lay Hands on Him, thinking he had been 
beſides Himſelf, Mart iii. | 


2. THE ſecond and chief Word of Advice that 
I would give you, is this: Do not think that all 
your Work is in Studies, and in the Pulpit. .1 
confeſs that is great; but alas, it is but a ſmall 
Part of your Taſk. You are Shepherds and muſt 
know every Sheep, and what is their Diſcaſe, and 
mark their Strayings, and help to cure them, and 
fetch them Home. | | 


O LEARN of Paul, As xx. 19, 20, 31. To 
preach publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe Night 
and 2 with 2 Let there 14 A — in 

r that not be pare ularly inſtructed 
. wow over. Go from Houſe to Houſe daily, 
and enquire how they grow in Knowledge and 
Holineſs and on what Grounds they build their 
' Hopes of Salvation; and whether walk up- 
rightly, and perform the Duties of their ſeveral 
Relations, and uſe the Means to increaſe their A- 
bilities. See whether they daily worſhip Gon in 
their Families, and ſet them in a Way, and teach 
them how to do it: Confer with them about the 
Doctrines and Practice of Religion, and how they 
receive and profit. by publick Feaching, and an- 
ſwer all their carnal Objections; keep in Familia- 
rity with them, that you may maintain your In- 
tereſt in them, and improve all your Intereſt for 
Gop. See that no Seducers creep in 2 

em, 
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mem, or if they do, be diligent to countermine 
chem, and preſerve your People from Infection of 
Hereſies and Schiſms; or if they be infected, be 
diligent to procure their Recovery; not with Paſ- 
ſion and Lordlineſs, but with Patience and Con- 
deſcenſion: As Muſculus did by the Anabapti/ts, 
viſiting them in Priſon, where the Magiſtrate had 
caſt them, and there inſtructing and relieving 
them; and though they reviled him when he came, 
and called him a falſe Prophet, and Antichriſtian 
Seducer that thirſted for their Blood, yet he would 
not ſo leave them, *till at laſt by his Meekneſs and 
Love he had overcome them, and recovered many 
tothe Truth, and to Unity with the Church. 


Is any be weak in the Faith, receive him, but not 
to doubtful Diſputations. If any be too careleſs of 
their Duties, and too little favour the Things of 
the Spirit, let them be pitied, and not neglected : 
If any walk ſcandalouſly and diſorderly, deal with 
them for their Recovery, with all Diligence and 
—— and ſet before them the Heinouſneſs and 


rr 


* 2.580 


K 


rejected, except they abſolutely refuſe to be taught. 
Chriſt will give you no Thanks for keeping, or 
putting out ſuch from his School that are unlearn- 
ed, when their Defire or Will is to be taught. I 
confeſs it is eaſier to ſhut out the Ignorant, than 
to beſtow our Pains Night and Day in teaching 
them; but woe to ſuch ſlothful, unfaithful Servants. 
Who then is a faithful and a wiſe Servant, whom 
his Lox p hath made Ruler over his Houſhold, to 
give them their Meat in due Seaſon, according to 
every One's Age and Capacity? Bleſſed is that Ser- 
vant whom his LORD, when He cometh, ſhall find 

Vor. XXXVII. Y | fa 
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fo thing. O be not aſleep while the WolFis'wik. 
ing! Let ydur Eye be quick in obferving the Dan- 
Pers and Creviok of your People. If Fealouſie, 
eartburnings, or Contentions ariſe among them, 
quench them defbte they break 'out into raging, 
Unteliſtible Flames. As foon'as you difcern 2 
to turn worldly, or proud, or factious, or fel. 
eonceired, or difobedient, or cold, and Tothfu! in 
ot Conn rn FI 
Recovery: | in 
the Lofs of a Soul. | | 


| 23- Do not daub, or deal ſlightiy wicht any ; ſome 
will not tell their * their bins, be. 
cauſe. they are great Men, as if none but the Poor 
mould p de dealt with: Do not you ſo, but 
reptove them fharply, (thougtr dffferentſy, and with I 
Wickom) that they may be ſound in Faith. Gon 
doth ſufficient engage us to deal plainiy; He 
hath bid us aud fear not; He hath promiſed 
to ſtand by us, and He will be our . 
had rather hear from the Mouth of Balact, 'Gov 
bath bert thee from Hmur; or from Abab, Fri 
him with the Bread and Water of Afiftion ; "than 
to hear Conſeience fay, Thou 75 betrayed" Soli f. 
Damiatim by thy Cowardice and Silence; or to hear 
Gop ſay, Their Blood will I require at thy Handi; 
or to hear from Chrif, the Judge, "Caſt the 
fable Servant into utter Darkneſs, "where Pall be 
weeping und gnaſhing of of Teeth : Yea, or to heat 
nnets cry out againſt me in eternal Fire, 
und wich implacable Rage to charge me wittr their 
Undoing. | 


Ay as you muſt be plain and ſerious, ſo labour 
do be ſkilful and diſcreet, that the Manner may 
ſomewhat anfwer the Excellency of the Matter: 


How oft have I heard. a Tongue, wit" 
| » "= tieuſout 
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ridiculous. n vain, Repotitiqns,, tedious 
Circumlocutions, 


Pronunciation, 
ſpoil moſt precious DoRtine, and make the Hear- 
ers either loath it, or laugh at it? How common 
are theſe Extremes while ane ſpoils the Food of 
Life by AﬀeQation, and new faſhioned mincin 
and pedantick Toys, either ſetting forth a little — 
mean Matter with 2 great deal of Froth, and 

udy Drefling; or hiding excellent Truths in a 
— of vain Rhetorick on the other Side, How 
many by their ſlovenly ,make Menloath the 
Food. of Life, and cal up that which ſhould nouriſh 
them? Such Novices are admitted into the ſacred 
Function, ta the hardning of the Wicked, and the 
Diſgrace . the Work of the Loxp; and thule 
bal ave: an able to ſpeak Senſe or Reaſon, are 
made the Ambaſſadors of the moſt high Gop. 


O THEREFORE let me beſpeak you Bre- 
thren, in the Name of Ebay eſpecially thoſe 
that are more y and weak, that you tremble 
at the Greatnes this Holy Employment, * 
run not up into a Pulpit as boldly as into the 
Market-Place ; Study and. pray, pray and ſtudy, 
till you are become Workmen that need not 
zhamed, rightly Dividing the Word of Truth, 
that — pat may 75 REP or weary to 

te Dog But that beſides ge IR * 
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ind 

When you are the moſt renowned Doc- 
tors in the Church of Gon, alas, how little is it 
that you know, 1 * all that which 


mann 
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4. Be ſure that your Converſation be teaching, 
as well as your Doctrine. Do not confute your 
Doctrine by your Practice. Be as forward in an 
holy and heavenly Life, as you are in preſſing it on 
others. Let your Diſcourſe be as edifying and 
ſpiritual, as you teach them theirs muſt be: For 
evil Language ive them good; and bleſſing for 
their curſing. Suffer any Thing, rather than the 
8 — = mo ſuffer : - 7 very all 
Things (lawful) 4% all Men, i ans 

win ſome. 51 Men ſee 8 uſe not the 
Miniſtry _ for a Trade to Jive by ; but that your 
Hearts are ſet upon the Welfare of their Souls. 
Whatſoever Meekneſs, Humility, Condeſcenſion, 
or Self-denial you teach them from the Goſpel, O 
teach it them alſo by your undiſſembled Example. 
This is to be Guides, and Pilots, and Govern 
of the Church indeed. | | 


© WHarT an odious Sight is it, to ſee Pride and 
Ambition preach Humility ! And an earthly-minded 
Man preach for an heavenly Converſation ! 


Do Ineed to tell you that are Teachers of others, 
that we have but a little While longer to preach! 
And but a few more Breaths to breathe ? And then 
we muſt come down, and be accountable for our 
Work? Do I need to tell you, that we muſt die, 
and be judged as well as our People? Or that Juſtice 
is moſt ſevere about the Sanctuary? And Judgment 
beginneth at the Houſe of Gop? | 


5. Tux laſt whom I would perſuade to this 

t Work of helping others to the heavenly Reſt, 

is Parents, and Maſters of Families: All you that 
Gop hath intruſted with Children or Servants, 
conſider what Duty lieth on you for furthering their 
Salvation. 


4 


Reaſon to provide for their Souls? Do you 
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Salvation. is Exhortation may be the mare 
effectual with you, I will 2 down ſeveral Conſi- 
derations for you ſcrivuſly on. 


1. WHAT eee of Gop 
are there that require this great Duty at your Hand! 
Deut. vi. 6, 7 1 8. 4 theſs Works x hich 1 com- 


6 ſhall be in thy Heart, and thou 


teach them diligently to thy Children, 
lim hen 4 = % Haß = ns 
@y, and when thou lieſf down, wad 


when thn ie wh. „ 


with this in m Gen. xviii. 17, Fg. Shall I lade 
from Abraham that Thing tubich I do? Por { #now 
bim, that be awill commanid his Ghildren, and his 


Hauſbold after bim, that they ſhall keep the Lay 2 


the LokD. Prov. xxii. 6. Train up a Child in 
Way he ſhould go, and when he is old he will not de- 
part from it. So that you ſee it is a Work that 
the o of Heaven and Earth hath laid upon you, 
and how then dare you neglect it ? 


2. You will elſe be Witneſſes againſt your own 
Souls: Your great Care and Pains, and Coſt for 
their Bodies, will condemn you for your Neglect 
of their precious Souls: You can ſpend yourlelves 
in toiling and caring for their Bodies, — even 
neglect your on Souls, and venture them ſome- 


times upon unwarrantable Courſes, and all to pro- 


vide ſor your Poſterity; and have you not as — 
not 
lieve that your Children muſt be everlaſtingly happy 
or miſerable? And ſhould not that mn 
in the firſt Place? 


3. Cons1DER, Gop hath made your Children 


to be your Charge . 3 your —_— 
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Every one will confeſs they are the Miniſters , 
and what a dreadful Thing is it for them to negle& 
them, when Gop hath told them, "That if they 
tell not the Wicked of their Sin and Danger, their 
Blood ſhall be required at that Miniſter's Hands: 
And is not your Charge as great and as dreadful 
as theirs? Have you not a greater Charge of your 
_ own Families than any Miniſter hath? Yea doubt- 
leſs, and your Duty it is to teach, and admonitſh, 

and reprove them, and watch over them, at your 
Hands elſe will Gop require the Blood of their 
Souls. The greateſt Charge it is, that ever you 
were intruſted with, and Woe to you if you prove 
unfaithful, and betray your Truſt, and ſuffer them 
to be ignorant for Want of your Teaching, or 
wicked for Want of you Admonition or Correc- 


tion. 


I. Look into the Diſpoſitions and Lives of your 
Children, and ſee what a Work there is for you to 
do. Firft, It is not one Sin that you muſt help 
them againſt, but Thouſands ; their Name is Le- 
gion, for they are many : It is not one Weed that 
muſt be pulled up, but the Field is overſpread with 
them. Secondly, And how hard is it to prevail a- 
gainſt any one of them? They are hereditary Dil- 
caſcs, bred in their Natures: are as near them 
as the very Heart, and how tenacious are all Things 
of that which is natural? How hard to teach a Hare 
not to be afraid, or a Lion or Tyger not to be 
fierce ? Heſides, the Things you muſt teach them, 
are quite above them; yea, and clean contrary to 
the Intereſt and Deſires of their Fleſh: How hard 
is is to teach a Man to be willing to be poor and 
deſpifed for Chriſt; to deny themſelves, and diſ- 
pleaſe the Fleſh; to forgive an Enemy; to love 
thoſe that hate us; to watch againſt Temptations; 
| | to 
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to avoid Occaſions and Appearance of Evil; to be- 
lieve in a crucihed Saviour; to rejoice in Tribula- 
tion; to make Gop their Delight and Love; and 
to have their Hearts in Heaven, while they live on 
Earth ! T think none of this is eaſy, they that think 
otherwiſe, let them try and judge; yet all this muſt 
be learned, or they are are undone for ever. If 
you help them not to ſome Trade, they cannot live 
in the World; but if they be deſtitute of theſe 
Things, they ſhall not live in Heaven. If the Ma- 
riner be not ſkilful, he may be drowned; and if 
the Soldier be not ſkilful, he may be ſlain: But 
they that cannot do the Things above-mentioned, 
will periſh for ever: For without Helineſs no Man 
Hall ſee Gor. O that the Lord would make all 
you that are Parents ſenſible what a Work and 
Charge doth lie upon you !® You that neglect this 
important Work, and talk to your Families of no- 
thing but the World, I tell you the Blood of Souls 
lies on you: Make as light of it as you will, if you 
repent not and amend, the Lord will ſhortly call 
you to an Account for your Guilt of your Childrens 
everlaſting Undoing. 


5. Tulxk with yourſelves, what a World of 
Comfort you may have if you be faithful in this 
Duty: If you ſhould not ſucceed, yet you have 
freed your own Souls; and though it be ſad, yet 
you may have Peace in your own Conſciences; but 
if you do ſucceed, the Comfort is inexpreſſible. 
For, 1. Good Children will be truly loving to their 
Parents; when a little Matter will make ungodly. 
Children caſt off their very natural AﬀeQion, 2. 
Good Children will be moſt obedient to you; they 
dare not diſobey you, becauſe of the Command of 
Gop, except you ſhould command them that 
witch is unlawful, and then they muſt obey —— 

5 rather 


they are tied 
ing you. as knowing they = 4. A | 
alſo be Helpers to your Souls, they will be delight 
! & you —— — ooeoninges gy, when 
wi ildren © dart — _ 
and Swearing, or — 2 — 
5. rnb ap meg te I bephen you ſhall 6 
Here am I, und the Children then baft given ni. 
And are not all theſe Comforts enough to perſuade 


you to this Duty ? 


6. -ConsIDER further, That the very Welfar 
of Church and State lieth mainly on this Duty ei 
well educating Children; and without this, all o- 
mer Means are like tò be far lefs — I & 
viouſly profeſs to you, that I verily think all the 
Sins and Miſeries of the Land may acknowledge 
this Sin for their Nurſe. It is not good Laws and 
Orders that will reform us, if the Men be not good, 
and Reformation begin not at Home; when Chil 
dren go wicked from the Hands of their Parents 
in every Profeſſion they bring this Fruit of their E 
_ Yucation with them. I tell you feriouſly, this i 
the Cauſe of all our Miſcries in Church and Statt, 
even the Want of a holy Education of Children 
Many lay the Blame on this Neglect, and that; but 
there is none hath fo great a Hand it it as this. 


you that are Parents, to conſidei 


n 


I. Tun v are under n -r ci 
young, and tender, 7 — but they 
to Miniſters when they are grown older, and 40 


F. I exnTREAT 
what excellent Advantages 
Thers for the ſaving of your 
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are their Friends, and adviſe them in Love; and 
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and ſettled in their Ways, and think themſelves 
too good to be catechiſed. You have a Twig to 
bend, and we an Oak: You have the young Plants 
of Sin to pluck up, and we the deep rooted: Vices. 
The Conſciences of Children are not ſo ſeared with 
a Cuſtom of Sinning, and long reſiſting Grace, as 
others. You have the ſoft and tender Earth to 
plough in, and we have the hard and ſtony Ways, 
that have been trodden on by many Years Practice 
of Evil. We have a double Taſk, firſt to unteach 
them, and then to teach them better; but you have 
but one. We muſt unteach them all that the 
World, and the Fleſh, and wicked Company, and 1 
the Devil have been diligently teaching them in | 
many Years. You have them before they are poſ- 1 
ſeſſed with Prejudice againſt the Truth; but we i 
have them to teach, when they have many Years 1 
lived among thoſe that have taught them to think j 
God's Ways to be fooliſh. Doth not the Expe- 1 
rience of all the World ſhew you the Power of E- | 
ducation ? What elſe makes all the Children of the #i 
eus to be eus? And all the Children of the = | 
Turks to be Mahometans ? And of Chriſtians to be Hi 
in Profeſſion Chriſtians? And of each Sect or Par- * 
ty in Religion to follow their Parents? Now what wy. 
an Advantage have you to uſe all this for the Fur- ii 
therance of their Happineſs! cette i 


2. ConsDex' alſo, that you have the Affections 
of your Children more than any others: None in 
the World hath that Intereſt in their Hearts as you. 
You will receive that Counſel from an undoubted 
Friend, that you would not do from an Enemy, 
or a Stranger. Now, your Children know you 8 


they cannot but love you again. Nature hath al- 1 
moſt neceſſitated them to love you. O therefore #710 
improve | 1. 


274 The Saints Everlaſting Ref}. 


improve this Intereſt in them for thei 
Good. een 


3 Vo have alſo the greateſt Authority, over 
them. You may command them, and K* 
not diſobey you, or elſe it is your own. F for 
the moſt Part; for you can make them obey you 
in your Buſineſs; yea, you may correct them to 
, enforce Obedience. Your Authority alſo is the 
moſt unqueſtioned Authocity in the World, The 
Authority of Kings and Parliaments. have been dif- 
3 yours is paſt Diſpute. 2 therefore if 
ie not to bring them to Gop, you are 


4. Bev1vns, their Dependence is on you for 
their Maintenance. They know you can either 
give them, or deny them what 2 — ſo 
g 1 them at your 2 * 
Aini or Neighbours they have no - 


3. Monrover, You that are Parents know 
the Temper and Inclinations of your Children, 
what Vices they are moſt. inclined to, and what 
Inſtruction. or Reproof they moſt need: But Mini- 
ſters cannot ſo well know this. 


- 6. Asovs all, you are ever with them, and fo 
have Opportunity, as to know their Faults, fo to 
apply the Remedy: You may be ſtill talk ing to them 
of the Word of God, and minding them of their 
State and Duty, and may follow, and ſet Home 
Word of Advice, as they are. in the Houle 

with yau, or in the Shop, or in the Field: O what 
An excellent Advantage is this, if you have Hearts 
to uſe it, Eſpocially you Mothers, remember this; 


you 
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you are more with your Children while they are 
ittle ones than their Fathers, be you therefore ſtill 
teaching them as ſoon as ever they are capable of 
learning: You cannot do Gon ſuch eminent Ser- 
282 as Men; but you may train up 
Children that may do it, and then vou willfhaue 
Part of the Comfort and Honour. What a deal of 
Pains are you at with the Bodies of your Children 
more than the Fathers? And what do you ſuffer to 
bring them into the World; and will not you be 
at as much Pains for the e e, You 

are naturally of more tender ions than Men; 
and will ĩt not move you to think that your Qhil- 
dren ſhould-periſh for ever? Therefore I 1beſeoeh 
you, for the Sake of the Children of your Bowels, 
teach them, admoniſn them, watch over them, and 
e Reſt till you have brought hem 80 

ri/t. J 


Ax thus I have ſhewed you Reaſan enough to 
make you diligent in teaching your Childten. 


Lr us next hear what is uſually objetted againſt 
chis by negligent Men. N 


Os cr. 1. We do not ſee: but thaſe Children 
prove as bad as others, that are taught the Serip- 
tures, and brought up {a holily; and: thoſe prove 
pa cogent Men, that have none of this ado with 


Axsw. Who art thou, © Man, that diſputeſt 
againſt Gon? Hath Gon charged you fe e@c2 your 
Children diligently his Mord, ſpeaking of it as you fit 
at Home, and as you walk Abroad, - you — — 
and as you riſewp; and dare you reply, Mat it as 
(tit — Why, this is to ſet Gob at De- 


ez and as it were to ſpit in his Face, and iro 
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Him the Lye. Will you take it well at your Ser- 
vants, if when you command them to do a Thing, 
they ſhould return you an Anſwer, that they do not 


ſee but it were as good let it alone? Wretched 


Worm, dareſt thou thus lift up thy Head againſt 


the Lok that made thee, and muſt judge thee? 
Is it not He that commandeth thee ? If thou be. 
lieve that this is the Word of Gop, how dareſt 
thou ſay, It is as good diſobey it? This is devilifh 
Pride indeed, when ſuch ſottiſn ſinful Duſt ſhall 
think themſelves wiſer than the living Gop. 


2. Bur what if ſome prove bad that are well 
— — It is not the Generality of them. Will 
you ſay that Noah's Family was no better than the 
drowned World, becauſe there was one Ham in it? 
Nor David's, becauſe there was one Abſolom? Nor 
Chriff's, becauſe there was one Judas: | 


3- BuT what if it were ſo? Have Men Need of 
the leſs Teaching, or the more? You have more 
Wit in the Matters of this World. You will not 
fay, I ſee many labour hard, and yet are poor, and 
therefore it is as good never labour at all: You will 
not ſay, Many that go to School learn Nothing, 
and therefore they may learn as much though they 
never go; or many that are great Tradeſmen break, 
and therefore it is as good never trade at all; or 
many plow and ſow, and have Nothing comes up, 
and therefore it is as good never to plow more. 
What a Fool were he that ſhould reaſon thus ? 
And is not he a thouſand Times worſe, that ſhall 
reaſon thus for Mens Souls? Peter reaſons the clean 
con Way, If the Righteous be ſcarcely ſaved, 
where ſhall the Ungodly and the Sinner 1 Pet, 
iv. 18? And fo doth Chri/t, Luke xiii. 24. Strive 
to enter in at the flrait Gate; for many ſhall ſerk t1 
enter, and not be able. Other — 
11125 8 


JT „ , OTIS Oy nn 


2 


The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 277 


ſhould quicken our Diligence, and not make 'us 
caſt away all. What would you think of that 
Man that ſhould look over into his Neighbour's 
Garden, and becauſe he ſees here and there a Net- 
tle or Weed among much better Stuff, ſhould ſay, 
Why, you may ſee theſe Men that beſtow ſo much 
Pains in digging and weeding, have Weeds in their 
Garden as well as T that do nothing, and therefore 
who would be at ſo much Pains ? Juſt thus doth 
the mad World talk. You may ſee now that thoſe 
that pray, and read, and follow Sermens, have 
their Faults as well as we, and have wicked Per: 
ſons among them, as well as we: Yea, but that is 
not the whole Garden, as yours is; it is but here 
and there a Weed, and as ſoon as they (py it, they 
pluck it up, and caſt it away. 


OnJEcT. 2. Some further object, It is the Work. 
of Miniſters to teach both us and our Children, and 
therefore we may be excuſed. 


Axsw. 1. It is firſt your Duty, and then the 


| Miniſters. It will be no Excuſe for you, becauſe 


it is their Work, except you could prove it were 
only theirs. Magiſtrates muſt govern both you 
and your Children : Doth it therefore follow that 
you muſt not govern them? It belongs to the 
Schoolmaſter to correct them, and doth it not be- 
long alſo to you? There muſt go many Hands to 
this great Work; as to the building of a Houſe 
there muſt be many Workmen, one to one Part 
and another to another, and one muſt not leave their 
Part, and ſay it belongs to the other; ſo it is here 
in the inſtructing of your Children; firſt, you muſt 
do your Work, and then the Miniſter muſt do his: 
You muſt be doing it privately Night and Day; 
the Miniſter muſt do it publickly and privately as 
oft as he can. * 


Vor. XXXVII. 2 2. Boy 
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2. Bur as the Caſe now ſtands with Miniſters, 
they are diſabled from doing that which belongs to 
their Office, and therefore you cannot now. caft 

our Work on them. 1 will inſtance but in two 


mo - 


Firft, It belongs to their Office to govern the 
Church, and to teach with Authority; and Great 


and Small are commanded to obey them, Heb. xiii. 


7, 17. But this is unknown, and Hearers look on 
themſelves as Free-men, that may * not, at 
their own Pleaſure. People think we have Autho- 
rity to ſpeak to them when they pleaſc to hear, and 
no more. Nay, few of the Godly themſelves un- 
derſtand the Authority that their Teachers have 
over them from Chrift: They know how to value 
a Miniſter's Gifts, but not how they are bound to 


- obey him becauſe of his Office: Not that 


ſhould obey him in Evil, nor that he ſhould be a 
final Decider of all Controverſies, nor ſhould exer- 
ciſe his Authority in Things of no Moment; but 
as. a School - maſter may command his Scholars 
when to come to School, and what Book to read, 
and what Form to be of, and as they ought to o- 
bey him, and learn of him, and not to ſet their 
Wits againſt his, but to take his Word, and be- 
lieve him as their Teacher, till they underſtand as 
well as he, and are ready to leave his School; jult 
ſo are the People bound to obey and learn of their 
Teachers. Now this miniſterial Authority. is un- 
known, and ſo Miniſters are the leſs capable of 
doing their Work, which comes to paſs, 1. From 
the Pride of Man's Nature, eſpecially Novices, 
which makes Men impatient of the Reins of Guid- 
ance and Command: 2. From the Popiſh Error of 
implicit Faith; to avoid which we are driven as far 
into the contrary Extreme: And 3. From the Mo- 


deſty of Miniſters, that are loth to ſhew their Com- 


miſbon, 


- 
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miſſion, and make known their Authority, leſt they 
ſhould be thought proud: As if a Pilot ſhould let the 
Seamen run the Ship whither they will, for Fear of 
being thought proud in exerciſing his Authority. 


Secondly, A FAR greater Clog than this doth lie 
upon Miniſters, which few take Notice of; and 
that is, The Fewneſs of Miniſters, and the Great- 
neſs of Congregations. In the Apoſtles Time every 
Church had a Multitude of Miniſters, and ſo it 
muſt be again, or we ſhall never come near that 
primitive — ; and then they could preach pub- 
lickly, and from Houſe to Houſe: But now, when 
there is but one or two Miniſters to many thou- 
ſand Souls, we cannot teach them one by one: So 
that you ſee, you have little Reaſon to eaſt your 
Work on the Miniſters, but ſhould the more help 
them by your Diligence in your ſeveral Families, 
becauſe they are already ſo over · burdened. 1 


OsJecr. 3. But ſome will ſay, We are poor 
Men, and muſt labour for our Living, and ſo muſt 
our Children; we cannot have Time to teach then 
2 we have ſomewhat elſe for them to 


Axs w. And are not poor Men ſubject to Gon, 
as well as rich? And are they not Chriſtians? And 
muſt they not give Account of their Ways? And 
have not your Children Souls to fave or loſe, as well 
as the Rich ? Cannot you find Time to ſpeak ro- 
them as they are at their Work? Have you not 
Time to inſtru them on the Lox 's Day? You 
can find Time to talk idly, as poor as you are; and 
can you find no Time to talk of the Way to Life ? 
You can find Time on the Loxp's Day for your 
Children to play, or walk or talk in the Streets, 
but no Time to mind the Life to come. Methinks 
th Z 2 you 
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ou ſhould rather ſay to your Children, I have no 
to leave you; you have no Hope of great 
Matters here; be ſure therefore to make the Loxp 
your Portion, that you may be happy hereafter ; if 
1 could get Riches, they would ſhortly leave you, 
ut the Riches of Grace and Glory will be everlaſt- 
ing. Methinks you ſhould ſay, as Peter, Silver 
end Gold I have none, * as have, I give you. 
The Kingdoms of the World cannot be had by 
Beggars, but the Kingdom of Heaven may. 


i 


O wrar a terrible Reckoning will many poor 
Men have, when Chri// ſhall plead his Cauſe, and 
zudge them ! May not He ſay, I made the Way to 
worldly Honours inacceſſible to you, that you 

might not look after it for yourſelves, or your Chil- 
dren; but Heaven 1 ſet open, that you might have 
nothing to diſcourage you: I confined Riches and 
Honours to a few; but my Blood and Salvation [ 

| offered to all, that none might ſay, I was not in- 
| - vited: I tendered Heaven to the Poor, as well as 
| the Rich: I made no Exception againſt the mean- 

eſt why then did you not come yourſelves, 
| and bring your Children, and teach them the Way 
| 

| 
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to the eternal Inheritance? Do you ſay you were 

poor? Why, I did not ſet Heaven to Sale for Mo- 
ney; I called thoſe that had nothing, to take it 
freely ; only on Condition they would take Me for 
their Saviour and Lo8D, and give up themſelves to 
Me in Obedience and Love. 


| 

| | 

| _ Warar can you anſwer Chriſt, when He ſhall 
h thus convince you ? Is it not enough that your 


Children are poor and miſerable here, but you 
would have them be worſe for everlaſting ? If your 
Children were Beggars, yet if they 
gars as Lazarus, they may be conveyed by Angels MW *! 
Into the Preſence of Gop. But believe it, as Gop : 

| | WI 0 


bud rr 


were ſuch Beg - 
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will fave no Man becauſe he is a Gentleman, ſo 
will He fave no Man becauſe he is a r. Goo 
hath ſo ordered it in his Providence, that Riches 
are common Occaſions of Mens Damnation, and 
will you think Poverty a ſufficient Excuſe ? The 
hardeſt Point in all our Work is to be weaned from 
the World, and in Love with Heaven; and if you 
will not be weaned from it, that have nothing in 
it but Labour and Sorrow, you have no Excuſe. 
The Poor cannot have Time, and the Rich will 
not have Time, or they are aſhamed to be fo for- 
ward: The Young think it too ſoon, and the Old 
too late; and thus moſt Men inſtead of being ſaved, 
have ſomewhat to ſay againſt their Salvation ; and 
when Chrift fendeth to invite them, they ſay, I pray 
Thee have me excuſed. O-unworthy Gueſts of ſuch 
a blefſed Feaſt, and worthy to be turned into ever- 
laſting Burnings ! 


OsJecrT. 4. But ſome will object, We have 
been brought up in Ignorance ourſelves, and there- 
fore we are unable to teach our Children. L 


Axs w. Indeed this is the very Sore of the Land: 
But it it not Pity that Men ſhould fo receive their 
Deſtruction by Tradition? Would you have this 
Courſe to go on thus ſtill? Your Parents did not 
teach you, and therefore you cannot teach your 
Children, and therefore they cannot teach-theirs : 
By this Courſe the Knowledge of Gon would be 
baniſhed out of the World, and never be recovered. 
But if your Parents did not teach you, why did not 
you learn when you came to Age? The Truth is, 
233 no Hearts for it; for he that hath not 

owledge, cannot value it, or love it. But yet, 
though you have greatly ſinned, it is not too late, 
if you will but follow my faithful Advice in theſe 
four Points. 


2 3 1. Ger 
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1. GET your Hearts deeply ſenſible of own 
Sin and Miſery, becaule of this lon Time which 


you have ſpent in Ignorance and Neglect. Bethink 
yourſelves when n not Go 
make you, and ſuſtain you for his Service? Should 


not He have had the Yeuth and Strength of your 
Spirits? Did you live all this Time at the Door of 
Eternity? What if you had died in Ignorance, 
where had you been? What a deal of Time have 
you ſpent to little Purpoſe? Your Life is near done, 
and your Work all undone. You are ready to die, 
before you have learned to live. Should not Gop 
have had a better Share of your Lives, and your 
Souls been more regarded and provided for ? In the 
Midſt of theſe Thoughts, caſt down yourſelves in 
Sorrow, as at the Feet of Chri/t; bewail your Folly, 
and beg Pardon and recovering Grace. | 


2. THEN think as ſadly how you have wronged 
your Children. If an Unthrift that hath ſold all his 

will lament it for his Childrens Sake, as 
well as his own, much more ſhould you. | 


3. NexT ſet preſently to Work, and learn your- 
ſelves. If you can read, do; if you cannot, get 
ſome that can; and be much among thoſe that will 
inſtruct you: Be not aſhamed to be ſeen amo 
Learners, but be aſhamed that you had not | 
ſooner. Gop forbid you ſhould be ſo mad, as to 
ſay, I am now too old to learn; except you be too 
old to ſerve God, and be ſaved: How can you be 


too old to learn to be ſaved? Why not rather, I am 


too old to ſerve the Devil and the World, I have 
tried them too long to truſt them any more, What 
if your Parents had not taught you any Trade to 
live by? Would not you have ſet yourſelves to 
learn, when you had come to Age A 
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that you have Souls to care for, as well as your 


Children, and therefore firſt begin with yourſelves? 
4. Wilk you are learning yourſelves, teach 


your Children what you do know; and what you 
cannot teach them yourſelves, put them to learn of 
others that can: Perſuade them into the Company 


of thoſe who will be glad to inſtruct them. Have 


you no Neighbours that will be helpful to you here- 
in? O do not keep yourſelves ſtrange to them, but 


go among them, and defire their Help, and be 


thankful to them, that they will entertain you in 
their Company. God forbid that you ſhould be 
like thoſe that Chrift ſpeaks of, Luke xi. 52. that 
would neither enter into the Kingdom of GoD tbem- 
ſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe that would to enter. Gon 
forbid you ſhould be ſuch barbarous Wretches, as 
to hinder your Children from being godly, and to 
teach them to be wicked! If any _ that walks 
in Fleſh may be called a Devil, I think it is a Pa- 
rent that hindereth his Children from Salvation; 
Nay, I will ſay more, I verily think that in this 
they are far worſe than the Devil. God is a righ- 


teous Judge, and will not make the Devil himſelf 
worſe than he is: I pray you be patient while you 


conſider it, and then judge yourſelves. They are 
the Parents of their Children, and ſo is not the 
Devil: Do you think then that it is as great a 
Fault in him to ſeek their Deſtruction, as in them? 
Is it as great a Fault for the Wolf to kill the Lambs, 


as for their own Dams to do it? Is it fo horrid a 


Fault for an Enemy in War to kill a Child, or for 
a Bear or a mad Dog to kill it, as for the Mother 
to daſh its Brains againſt the Wall? You know it 
is not: Do not you think then that it is ſo hateſul 
a Thing in Satan to entice your Children to Sin 
and Hell, and to difcourage and diſſuade them from 
Holineſs, as it is in you. Vou art bound to — 

them 
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them by Nature, more than Satan is. O then, 
what People are thoſe that will teach their Children, 
inſtead of Holineſs, to curſe, and ſwear, and rail, 
and back-bite, to be proud and revengeful, to break 
the Lorp's Day, and to deſpiſe his Ways, to ſpeak 
wantonly and filthily, to ſcorn at Holineſs, and 
y in Sin! O when Gop ſhall aſk theſe Chil. 
| Where learned you this Language and Prac. 
tice? and they ſhall ſay, I learned it of my Father 
or Mother; I would not be in the Caſe of thoſe 
Parents for all the World! Alas, is ita Work that 
is worth the teaching, to undo themſelves for ever? 
Or can they not without teaching learn it too eaſily 
of themſelves? Do you need to teach a Serpent to 
ſting, or a Lion to be fierce? Do you need to ſoy 
Weeds in your Garden? Will they not grow of 
themſelves? To build a Houſe requires Skill and 
Teaching, but a little may ſerve to ſet a Town on 
Fire: To heal the Wounded or the Sick, requireth 
Skill; but to make a Man fick, or to kill him, re- 
uired but little. You may ſooner teach your 
Children to ſwear, than to 0 and to mock at 
Godlineſs, than to be truly godly. If theſe Parents 
were ſworn Enemies to their Children, and ſhould 
ſtudy ſeven Years how to do them the greatck 
Miſchief, they could not poſſibly find out a ſurer 
Way, than by drawing them to Sin, and with 
drawing them from Gop. | 


I SHALL therefore conclude with this earnek 
Requeſt to all Chriſtian Parents that read theſe 
Lines, that they would have fon on the 
Souls of their poor Children, and be faithful to the 
great Truſt Gop hath put on them. O Sirs, it 
you cannot do what you would do for them, ye 
do what you can. Both Church and State, City 
and Country, groan under the Neglect of ths 


weighty Duty; your Children know pot Gob, * 
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his Laws; but take his Name in vain, and light 
his Worſhip; and you do neither inſtruct them, nor 
correct them, and therefore Gop doth correct both 
them and you. You are fo tender of them, that 
Gop is the leſs tender both of them and you. 
Wonder not if Gop make you ſmart for your 
Childrens Sins; for you are guilty of all they com- 
mit, by your Neglect of doing your Duty to re- 
form them; even as he that maketh a Man drunk, 
is guilty of all the Sin that he committeth in his 
Drunkenneſs. Will you reſolve therefore to ſet 
upon this Duty, and neglect it no longer? Re- 
member El: : Your Children are like foes in the 
Baſket in the Water, ready to periſh if they have not 
Help. As ever you would not be charged before Gop 
for Murderers of their Souls, and as ever you would 
not have them cry out againſt you in everlaſtia 
Fire, ſee that you teach them how to eſcape it, a 
bring them up in Holineſs, and the Fear of Gop. 


You have heard that the Gop of Heaven doth 
flatly command it; you TI charge every one of you 
therefore, upon your Allegiance to Him, as you 
will very ſhortly anſwer the contrary at your Peril, 
that you will neither refuſe or neglect this moſt ne- 
celary Work. If you are not willing to do it, 
now you know it to be fo plain and ſo great a Du- 
ty, you are flat Rebels, and no true Subjects of 
Ghrift. If you are willing to do it, but know not 
how, I will add a few Words of Direction to help 


you. 


1. Txack them by your own Example, as 
well as by your Words. "Be yourſelves ſuch as 
you would have them be: Practice is the moſt ef- 
ſectual teaching of Children, who are addicted to 
Imitation, eſpecially of their Parents. Lead them 
the Way to Prayer, and Reading, and other Du- 

nes. 


leaſt,” ſo long at School, till they can read Eg. 
It is a thouſand Pities a reaſonable Creature ſhould . 
look upon a Bible, as upon a Stone, or a Piece of ¶ che 
Wood. 2. Get them Bibles and good Books, au Pro 
ſee that they read them. 3. Examine them often ¶nioi 
what they learn. 4. Eſpecially ſpend the Lozv's Wb" ti 
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ties. Be not like baſe Commanders, that will put 
on their Soldiers, but not go on themſelves. Can ch 
you expect your Children thould be wiſer or better 
than you? Let them not hear thoſe Words out of 
your Mouths, nor ſee thoſe Practices in your Live, 
which you reprove in them. Who ſhould lead the 
Way in Holineſs, but the Father and Maſter of the 
Family? It is a fad Time when a Maſter or Fa- 
ther, will not hinder his Family from ſerving Gon, 
— will give them Leave to go to Heaven without 
im. 


I wiLL but name the reſt of your direct Duty 
for your Family. 1. You muſt help to inform 
their Underſtandings. 2. To ſtore their Memories 
3. To rectify their Wills, 4. To quicken their 
Affections. 5. To keep tender their Conſcience, 
6. To reſtrain their Tongues, and help them to 
Skill in gracious-Speech; and to reform and watch 
over their outward Converſation. 


To theſe Ends, 1. Be ſure to keep them, it 


Day in this Work, and ſee that they ſpend it not C, 
in Sports and Idleneſs, 5. Shew them the Mean-W"'s ( 
ing of what they read and learn. 6. Acquaint them Han 
with, and keep them in Company, where they 
may learn Good, and keep them out of that Com- 
pany that would teach them Evil. 7. Be ſure 9 
cauſe them to learn fome Catechiſm, containing 
the chief Heads of Divinity, © 
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BB THz Heads of Divinity which you muſt teach 
1 them firſt, Are theſe 7 N 
[ 


{ 1. THAT there is one only GoD, who is a Spi- 
\ Writ inviſible, infinite, eternal, almighty, good, 
» W merciful, true, juſt,' holy. 2. That this Gop is 
one in three, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt.. 3. 
That He is the Maker, Maintainer, and Loxp of 
All. 4. That Man's Happineſs conſiſteth in the 
t eqjoying of this Gop, and not in fleſhly Pleaſure, 
Profits, or Honours. 5. That Gop made the firſt 
Man upright and happy, and gave him a Law to 
7 WW {<p> with Condition, that if he kept it perfectly 
he ſhould live happy for ever; but if he broke it, 
de ſhould die. 6. That Man broke this Law, and 
ir MW © forfeited his Welfare, and became guilty of 
„Deich as to himſelf, and all his Poſterity. 7. 
o That Chri/# the Son of Gop did here interpo 
and prevent the full Execution, undertaking to die 
inſtead of Man, and ſo redeem him. 8. That 
Chriſt hereupon did make with Man a better Co- 
venant, which proclaimed Pardon of Sin to all that 
did but repent, and believe, and obey ſincerely. 
9. That He revealed this Covenant and Mercy to 


E 


the World by Degrees: Firft, in darker Promiſes, 
od MW cophecies, and Sacrifices; then in many ceremo- 
en nious Types; and then by more plain Fore-telling 
„by the Prophets, 10. That in the Fulneſs of Time 


Chrift came and took our Nature into Union with _ 
his Godhead, being conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and born. of the Virgin Mary. 11. That while 
He was on Earth, He lived a Life of Sorrows, was 
rowned with Thorns, and bore the Pains that our 
ins deſerved ; at laſt being crucified to Death, and 
buried, ſo ſatisfied the Tuflice of (50D. 12. That 
He alſo preached to the F-ws, and by conſtant Mi- 
acles proved the Truth of his Doctrine, before 
bouſands of Witneſſes : That He revealed mo 

; * 
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fully his New Covenant, That whoſoever will be. 
lieve in Him, and a Him for Saviour and 
Loxp, ſhall be pardoned and ſaved, and have a 
far greater Glory than they loſt; and they that will 
not, ſhall lie under the Curſe and Guilt, and be 
condemned to the everlaſting Fire of Hell. 13, 
That He roſe again from the Dead, having con- 
Death, and took Poſſeſſion of his Dominion 
over All, and fo afcended up into Heaven, and there 
reigneth in Glory. 14. That before his Aſcenſion He 
gave Charge to his Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel to 
all Nations and Perſons, and to offer Chrift, and 
Mercy, and Life, to every one without Exception, 
and to entreat and perſuade them to receive Him; 
and that He gave them Authority to ſend forth other; 
on the ſame Meſſage, and to baptize, and to ga- 
ther Churches, and confirm and order them, and 
ſettle a Courſe for the Succeſſion of Miniſters and 
Ordinances to the End of the World. 15. That 
He alſo gave them Power to work frequent and e- 
vident Miracles for the Confirmation of their Doc- 
trine; and to annex their Writings to the reſt of 
the Scriptures, and ſo to finiſh and ſeal them up, 
and deliver them to the World as his infallible 
Word, which none muſt dare to alter, and which 
all muſt obſerve. 16. That for all his Free Grace 
is offered to the World, yet the Heart is by Na- 
ture ſo deſperately wicked, that no Man will be- 
lieve and entertain Chri/t ſincerely, except by an 
Almighty Power he be changed and born again; 
and therefore doth Chrift ſend forth his Spirit with 
his Word, which worketh Holineſs in our Hearts, 
drawing us to Gon and the Redeemer. 17. That 

the Means by which Chriſt worketh and preſerveth 
this Grace, is the Word read and preached, toge- 
ther with 1 fervent Prayer, Meditation, da- 
craments, and gracious Conference; and it is much 


ſurthered alſo by ſpecial Providences keeping us 
5 | | om 
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from Temptation; fitting Occurrences to our Ad- 


vantage, drawing us by Mercies, and driving us 


by Afflictions; and therefore it muſt be the great 


and daily Care of every Chriſtian to uſe faithfully 


all the Ordinances, and improve all Providences. 
18. That though the New Law or Covenant be an 
eaſy Yoke, as 

Commands; yet fo bad are our Hearts, and ſo 
ſtrong our Temptations, and fo diligent aur Ene- 
mies, that whoſoever will be ſaved, muſt ſtrive, and 


there is nothing grievous in Cris 


watch, and beſtow his utmoſt Care and Pains, and 


deny his Fleſh, and forſake all that would draw 


him from Chris, and herein continue to the End, 


and overcome: And becauſe this cannot be done 
without continual Supplies of Grace, whereof Chriſt 


is the only Fountain, therefore we muſt live in con- 
tinual Dependence on Him by Faith, and know, . 
©» © 


. 


that our Life is hid with Gon in Him. 19. That 
Ghrift will thus by his Word and Spirit gather Him 
a Church out of all the World, which is his Body 
and Spouſe, and He their Head and Huſband, and 


| will be tender of them as the Apple of his Eyes, 


and preſerve them from Danger, and continue a- 
mong them his Preſence and inances; and that 
the Members of this Church muſt live t in 


entire Love and Peace, delighting themſelves in _ 


God, and his Werſhip, and the Fore-thoughts of 


their everlaſting Happineſs; forbearing and forgiv- 


ing one another, and relieving each other in Need: 
And all Men ought to ftrive to be of this Society : 
Yet will the viſible Churches be ſtill mixed of Good 
and Bad. 20. That when the full Number of theſe 


are called Home, Chrift will come down from Hea- 


ven again, and raiſe all the Dead, and ſet them be- 


a 


- 


: 


; 


fore Him to be judged ; and all that have loved 


Gon, and believed in Chrift, and been willi 
that He ſhould reign over them, and have im ved 


their Mercies in the- Day of Grace, them He will 


Vor. XXXVII. A a juſtify * 
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a Aa ſentenco them: tg! inherit: everlaſting; 
E thoſe that were not ſuch; He will con- 
— everlaſting Fue: Both aan 

be then executed accordingly, 60 \ 


Tas inthe brief Sum ol the: Doane which 

r Though, our ordi- 

= orb bps the Apoſtles Creed, contain all 

the abſolute Fundamentals; yet in ſome it is ſo ge- 

« nerally. and dazkly irate hat ag Explication is 
necellary.". ' 


"Ins EN, for Matter of. Practice, teach chem the 
Meaning of the. Commandments, eſpecially of the 
great Commands. of the Goſpel; ſbæu them what 
is . and forbidden, in the firſt Table and 
in the ſecond, toward Gop and Men, in R 
of the inward and outward) Man. And here 
them, 1. The Authority commanding, that is, 
the Amighty Gon, by Ghri/tthe:Redeemer, They 
ate not now ta loo at che Command as coming 
from Gop immediately, merely as —— — 
Creator; but as comiag from 
Mediator, who.is.now the. Lox» 7 rar — 4 
Father new judgath no Man, but committed all 
Judgment te the Sau. 2. She them the Terms on 
which Duty is required, and the Ends of it. ;. 
= Andi the Nature of Duties, and the Way to per- 
8 r cht. 4. And thegright Order, that 
| firſt love 2 2 hgh wy then their Neighbour; 
| 25 8555 col the Lingam of Go and his Righteouſn'hs. 
bew them the llencies and Delights of 
8587 Service, 6. And the flat Neceſſity. 7. 
Eſpecially, labour to get all to their Hearts, and 
teach zhem not only to Jpeak the Wen, 


1199 


And. far . 1 its; Evil and Davyer, 
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Sins that Youth is commonly addicted to. 2. And 
which their Nature and Conſtitution moſt lead them 
12 3. And which the Time and Place moſt 
ongly tempt to. 4. But eſpecially be ſure to 
kill their killing Sins; thoſe that all are prone to, 
and are of all moſt 3.as Pride, Worldlineſs, 
Ignorance, Prof and Fleſh- pleaſing. 


Axp for the Manner, you muſt do all his, 
1. Betimes, beſore Sin get Rooting. 2. Frequently. 
3. Seaſonably. 4. Seriouſly and diligently. 5. 
Ae ed hi and tenderly. 6. And with Autho- 
rity : Compelling, where commanding will not 
N ſerve ; and adding Correction, where Inſtruction 
| is fruſtrate. 


"Li thus. I have done with the Uſe of "UA 
tion; to do our utmoſt for the Salvation of others. 
The Lon p give Men Hearts, that it 
may be practiſed, and then I doubt not but He will 
ſucceed it to the Increaſe of his Church. 


End of the Second Part. 
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Containing a Dix Ec roxy for the getting 

and keeping the Heart in Heaven, by 
the diligent Practice of chat excellent 
* of NEEDITWTION: 11. 


. 
— 


CHAP. I. 


Reproving our Eren of Reft on Earth. 
OTH this Reſt remain? How t then 
is our Sin and Folly to ſeek and expect it 


D here? Where ſhall we find the Chriſtian 
that deſerves not this Reproof ? Surely we may 
all cry guilty to this. We know not how to en- 
joy convenient Houſes, Goods, Lands, and Re- 
venues, but we ſeek Reſt in theſe Enjoyments. 
We ſeldom, If fear, have ſuch ſweet content- 


— 7 — ts of Gov and Glory, as we have of 
— How much Reſt do we 
| ſeek 


aer r 25 & © 


panys 
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Lok in Buildings, Walks, Apparel, (Eaſe, Recre- 
ation, Sleep, Meats and Drinks, Com- 
Health and Strength, and long Life ? Nay, 
we can ſcarce enjoy the neceſſary Means that 
God hath appointed for our ſpiritual Good, but 
we are ſeeking Reſt in them. Our Books, our 
Preachers, Sermons, Friends, Abilities for Duty, 
do not our Hearts quiet themſelves in them, even 


e in-Grad ee e ee ee 


claim, and Gos hath uſually the Preheminence in 
our Tongues and Profeſſions: But do we not deſire 
theſe more violently when we want them, than 
we do the Loxp Himſelf? Do we not ery out 
more ſenſibly, O my Friend, my Goods, my 
Health ! than, O my Gon! Do we not miſs 
Miniflry and Means more paſſionately than we 
miſs our Gop? Do we not beſtir ourfelves more 
to obtain and enjoy theſe, than we do to recover 
our Communion with Gon? Do we not delight 
more in the Poſſeſſion of theſe, than we do in the 
Fruition of Gop Himſelf? Nay, are not thoſe 
Mercies and Duties moſt pleaſant to us, wherein 
we ſtand at greateſt Diſtance from Gon? We 
can read, and ſtudy, and confer, preach and hear, 
Day after Day, without much Wearineſs; be- 
cauſe in theſe we have to do with Inſtruments and 
Creatures: But in ſecret Prayer and converſing 
with Gop immediately, where no Creature inter- 
poſeth, how: dull, how heartleſs and weary are 
we? And. if we loſe Creatures or Means, doth it 
not trouble us more than our Loſs of Gop ? If we 
loſe but à Friend er Health, all the Town will 
hear of it: But we can miſs our Gop and ſcarce 
bemoan our Miſery. - Thus it is apparent, we 


make the Creature our Reſt. Is it not enough, 


that they are refreſhing Helps in our Way to 
Heaven; but they muſt alſo be made our Heaven 
itſelf? Reader, I would as willingly. make thee 
Fei, Aa 3 ſenſible 


| "EGS — 2 4 f ˙¹ü wma. 4 bs. 


: W; Ir is 
ſay, Now I am well, upon the bare Enj t of 
the Creature: What is this, but to yn an it our 
God £ Certainly, to be the Soul's Reſt is Gop's 
own 


not in Me; yea, in their very 


N 
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ſenſible of this Sin, as of any Sin in the World; 


for the LoxD's greateſt with us is in this 
Point. Therefore I moſt earneftly beſeech thee 
to preſs upon thine own Conſcience theſe follow- 
ing Conſiderations : Manet 

Idolatry to make any Creature or 
eſt: To ſettle the Soul upon it, and 


tive. And as it is palpable Idolatry 
to place our Reſt in Riches and Honours ; fo it is 
but a more refined Idolatry to take up our Reſt in 


excellent Means, in the Church's Profperity, and 


in its Reformation. When we would have all 
that out of God, which is to be had only in 
Gop ; what is this but to turn away from Him to 
the Creature, and in our Hearts to deny Him? 
When we fetch more of our Comfort from the 
Thoughts of Proſperity, and thoſe Mercies which 
we have at a Diſtance from God, than from the 
Fore-thoughts of our everlaſting Bleſſedneſs in 
Him ? Are we Chriſtians in Judgment, and Pa- 
gans in Affection? Do we give our Senſes Leaue 
to be the Chuſers of our Happineſs, while Reaſon 
and Faith ſtand by? O how ill muſt our dear 
Loxp needs take it, when we give Him Cauſe to 
complain, as fometime He did of our Fellow- Ido- 
Taters, Jer. I. 6. that we have been loſt Sheep, 
and have tten our Reſting · place! When we 
give Him Cauſe to Joy, My People can find Reſt 
in any Thing rather than in Me! They can find 
Delight in one another, but none in Me; they 
can rejoice in my Creatures and Ordinances, but 
Labours and Duty 
they ſeek for Reſt, but not in Me; they had ra- 
ther be any where than be with Me : Are _ 
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their Gods? Have theſe delivered and redeemed 
them? Will theſe be better to them than I have 
been, or than I would be? If yourſelves have but 
a Wife,” a Huſband, a Son, that had rather be 
any where than in 3 and is never ſo 
merry as when furtheſt from you, would you not 
take it ill yourſelves? Why fo muſt our Gop 
needs do. For what do we. but lay theſe Things 
in one End of the Ballance, and Cop in the othet, 
and fooliſhly prefer them before Him? As Elkanah 
faid to Hannah. Am not I better to thee than ten 
Sons? So when we are longing after: Creatures, 
y, Am not I better than all 


we may hear Gon ſa 
the Creatures to thee ? 


2. CoxsipER how thou contradicteſt the End 
of Gop in giving theſe Things. He gave them to 
help thee. to Him, and a0 thou take up with 
them in his Stead? He gave them that they might 
be Refreſhments in thy Journey; and wouldſt 
thou now dwell in thy Inn, and go no farther ? 
Thou doſt not only contradict Gop herein, but 
lofeſt that Benefit which thou mighteſt receive by 
them, yea, and makeft them thy great Hurt and 
Hindrance. Surely, it may be faid of all our 
Comforts and all Ordinances, and the bleſſedeſt 
Enjoyments in the Church on Earth, as Gop ſaid 
to the //raclites of his Ark, Numb. x. 33. The Ark 
of the Covenant went before them, to ſearch out for 
them 4 Re/ting-place. So do all Gop's Mercies 
here. They are not that Reſt (as Fobn proſeſſeth 
he was not the Chriſt) but they are Voices crying 
Mm this Wilderneſs, to bid us prepare; for the 
Kingdom of Gop our true Reſt is at Hand. There- 
fore to reſt here, were to turn all Mercies. clean 
contrary to their own Ends, and our own Advan- 
tages, and to deſtroy ourſelves with that which 
thould help us. 


ho 3 Con- 


3. Cons LDER, Whether it he nat the moſt 
le Way, to cauſe: Gon, eicher, firſt, to 
deny thaſe ies which we deſire ; or ſecond. 
, to take from us theſe which we enjoy; or 
thirdly, to imbitter them, or curſe them to us! 
Certainly, Go is no where ſo jralous as here: If 
ou had a Servant whom your Wiſe laved better 
than ſhe did f, would you not take it ill of 
uch a Wife, and rid your of ſuch a Ser- 
want? Why fo, if the Loan ſee you begin to 
ſettle in the World, and ſay, Here I will reſt, no 
Wonder if He foon in his Jealouſy unſettle you. 
If He love you, no Wonder if He take that from 
| — where with he ſees you about to deſtroy your · 
ves. 


Ix hath been my long Obſervation of many, that 
when they have attempted great Works, and have 
finiſbed them; or have aimed at great Things 
the World, and have juſt obtained them; or 
have lived in much Trouble, and juſt come to begin 
with ſome Content to look upon their Condition, 
and reſt in it, they are near to Death or Ruin. 


When a Man is once at this Language, Soul, take 
thy Eaſe; the next News uſually is, Thu Fool, this 


Night,- or this Month, or this Year, Hall thy Soul 
be required of. thee, and then whoſe ſhall theſe Things 
ze? -O what Houſe is there where this Fool dwelleth 
not? Let you and I conſider, whether this be not 
our on Caſe. Have not I aſter ſuch an unſettled 
Life, and after ſo many Longings and Prayers for 
theſe Days ! Have nor I thought of them with too 


much Content, and been rea y to ſay, Soul, take 


thy Rift ? Have not I comforted- myſelf more in the 
Fore-thoughts of enjoying theſe, than of coming 
to Heaven, and enjoying Gop ? What Wonder 
then if Gop cut me off, when I am juſt ſitting 
down in this ſuppoſed Reſt * And hath not the like 
"He 5 © been 
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deen your Condition? Many of you have been Sol- 
diers, driven from Houſe and Home, endured a 
Life of Trouble and Blood, been deprived of Mi- 
niſtry and Means: Did you not reckon up all the 
Comforts you ſhould have at your Return; and 
glad your Hearts with ſuch I houghts, more than 
with the "Thoughts of your coming to Heaven ? 
Why, what Wonder if Gop now croſs you, and 
turn ſome of your Joy into Sadneſs ? Many a Ser- 
vant of Gop hath been deſtroyed from the Earth, 
by being over-valued and over-Joved. I pray Goo 
you may take Warning ſor the Time to come, that 
you rob not yourſelves of all your Mercies. I am 
perſuaded, our Diſcontents and Murmurings are 
not ſo provoking to God, nor ſo deſtructive to 
the Sinner, as our too ſweet enjoying, and Reſt of 


Spirit in a pleaſing State. If Gon have croſſed any 


of you in Wife, Children, Goods, Friends, ei- 
ther by taking them from you, or the Comfort of 
them: Try whether this be not the Cauſe: For 
where ſoever your Deſires ſtop, and you ſay, Now 
I am well; that Condition you your God, 
and engage the Jealouſy of Gop againſt it. Whe- 
ther you be Friends to GoD or Enemies, you can 
never expect that Gop ſhould ſuffer you quietly to 
enjoy your Idols. | 


4. Denen if Gop ſhould ſuffer thee thus 


to take up thy Reſt here, it were one of the greateſt 
Curſes that could befall thee: It were better for 


thee if thou never hadſt a Day of Eaſe in the 
World; for then Wearineſs might make thee ſeek 
after true Reſt. But if He ſhould ſuffer thee to 


fit down and reſt here, where were thy Reſt when 
this decei ves thee ? A. reſtleſs; Wreteh thou wouldſt 
be thro” all Eternity. To have their good Things 
on the Earth, is the Lot of the moſt miſerable pe- 
wiſhing Sinners. Doth it become Chiiſtians * 


ſo much here? Our Reſt is our Heaven; 
and where we take our Reſt, chere we make our 
Heaven: And wouldſt thou have but ſuch iu Hez- 
wen as this ? It will be but a Handful of Waters 
% a Man that is r, Which will help & 
deſtroy, but not to ſave him. cs 00% 
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1 REG ſeekeſt Reſt where it is not 
to be found, and ſo wilt loſe all thy Labour. 
«think I ſhall eaſily evince this by theſe clear De- 
monſtrations following: 09869 -13v0- g¹jẽö— v4 
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Fi, Ou Reſt is- only in the full obtaining 
Dur ultimate Eudiz but that is dot to be 
in this Life. Is Gop to be enjoyed in the beſt 
weformed Church here, as He is in Heaven? You 
wonſeſs He is not: How little of Gp (not only 
the Multitude of the blind World, but (ſometimes) 
the Saints them ſol es enjoy? And how poor Com- 
ſortets ure the beſt Ordinances and Erjoyments 
writhout 'GoD ? Should a Traveller take up his 
Reſt in the Way? No, becauſe his Home is tis 
Journeys End. When you have all that Creatures 
und Means 'ean afford, have you that you ſought 
For ? Have you that you believe, pray, ſuffer for 
I think you dare not ſay fo. then do we 
once dream of reſting here? We are like little 
Children d from Home; and GOD is how 
* — lee vrp to turn ini 
any Houſe, ſtay and play with every Thing in our 
Way, and ſit — every green Bunk, and 
much ado there is to get us Home, 

03-5347 2103 ent oh 3 un $254 en s 
_ Secondly, As we have not yet dbtuined our End. 
ſo are we in ehe Midft of Labours and Darigers; 
and is chere any refting here? What painful 
Work doth lie upon our Hands? Look to our 


'Brethren, to our Souls, to Gos; eee 
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2 Work in Reſpett of each of tlieſe, doth lie be- 
ore us? And can we reſt in our Labours? In- 
deed we may eaſe ourſelves. ſometimes in our 
Troubles; but that is not the Reſt we are nos 
ſpeaking of: We may reſt on Earth, as the Ark is 
ſaid ta reſt in the Midſt of Fordan;! Jaſbe iii. 17. 
Or as the Angels of Heaven are deſired to turn in, A 
and reſt them on Earth; Gen. xviii. 4. They 1 
would have been loth to have taken up their DWwel 1 
ſruui have ſettled his Reſt in | 
| 


„„ 


ling there. Should / 
the Wilderneſs, among Serpent, and Enemies, 
and Weatineſs and Famine? Should Nea have 
made the Ark his Home, and been lotk to coe 
forth when the Waters were fallen ? Should the 
Mariner chuſe his Dwelling on the Sea, and ſettle 
his Reſt in the Midſt of Nocks, and Sands, and 
Tempeſts ? Though be may adventure 
all theſe; for a of Worth; yet I thinks 
he takes it not for his Reſt. Should a Soldier reſt 
in the Midſt of Fight, when be is in the very, 
thickeſt af his Enemies? And are not CHriſtians 
ſuch Travellers, fact Mariners, ſuch Soldiers Þ: 
Have you not Fears within, and Troubles with 
out? Are we not in the thickeſt of continual Dan 
gers? Wẽe cannot eat, drink, fleep; labour, pray, 
hear, or Confer, but in the Midſt of Snares; and 
ſhall we ſit down and reſt here? O Chriſtian, fol. 
low thy Work, look to thy hold on to 
the End; win the Field, and come off the 1 
Ground, before thou think of a ſettling Reſt ! 1 
read that Chris when He was on the Crofs, com- 
forted the converted Thief with this, This Day 
ſhalt thou bt awith Me in Paradiſe: But; if He had 
only comforted him with telling him, that he , 
ſhould reſt there on that Croſs,- would he not have 
taken it fon a Derifion?» Methinks it ſhould-be\ ith: | 
reſting in the Midſt of Sickneſſes and Pains, - Per- 
ſecution and Diſtreſſes; one would think it * 
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be no contented Dwelling for Lambs among 


Wolves. I ſay therefore to every one that think- 
eth of Reſt on Earth, ariſe ye; park, alis it not 
your Reft. 


6. ConsuLT with Experience, both * * Mens 


and your oẽn; many Thouſands have made Trial, 


but did ever one of theſe find a ſufficient Reſt for 
his Soul on Earth? Deli 
have found ; but Reſt and Satisfaction they never 
found : And ſhall we think to find that which 
never Man could find before us ? Abab's Kin 
dom is nothing to him, ex | 
both's Vi " tnd Gd thee futhdy hins when he 
had obtained it? If we had conquered the whole 
World, we ſhould perhaps do as Alexander, fit 
down and weep becauſe there was never another 
World to conquer. Go aſk Honour, Is there Reſt 
bere? Why you may as well reſt on the Top of 
the tempeſtuous Mountains, or in tna's Flames. 
Aſk Riches, Is there Reſt here? Even ſuch as is 
in 2 Bed of Thorns. Enquire of worldly Pleaſure 
and Eaſe, Can they give you any Tidings 
Reſt? Even ſuch as the Fiſh in ſwallowing the 
Bait; when the Pleaſure is ſweeteſt, Death is the 
neareſt. Such is the Reſt that all worldly Pleaſures 
afford. Go toLearning, to the pureſt, plentifulleſt, 

leſt Ordinances, or compaſs Sea and Land 
to find out the moſt perfect Church; and enquire 
whether there your Soul may reſt? You. might 
haply receive from theſe an Olive Branch of Hope, 
as they are Means to your Reſt, and have Relation 
to Eternity; but in Regard of any Satisfaction in 
themſelves, you would remain as "reſtleſs as ever. 
O how well might all 2 anſwer us, as Jacob 
did Rachel, Am 7 inflead of Gop ? So may the 
higheſt Perfections on E ſay, Are we inſtead 


ol:Gad t Go take a View of all Eſtates of Men 
in 


ghts I deny not but they 
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in the World, and ſee whether any of them have 
found this Reſt. Go to the Huſbandman, behold 
his endleſs Labours, his continual Care and Toil, 
and Wearineſs, and you will eaſily ſee, that there 
is no Reſt : Go to the Tradeſman, and you ſhall 
find the like: If I ſhould ſend you lower, you 
would judge your Labour loſt : Go to the painful 
Miniſter, and there you will yet more eaſily be 
ſatisfied ; for though his ſpending, endleſs Labours 
are exceeding ſweet, yet it is not becauſe they are 
his Reſt, but in Reference tc his Peoples, and his 
own eternal Reſt: If you would aſcend to Magi- 
ſtracy, and enquire at the Throne, you would 
find there is no Condition ſo reſtleſs. Doubtleſ- 
neither Court nor Country, Towns or Cities, 
Shops or Fields, Treaſuries, Libraries, Solitari- 
neſs, Society, Studies, or Pulpits, can afford any 
ſuch Thing as this Reſt. If you could enquire of 
the Dead of all Generations, or if you could afk 
the Living through all Dominions, they would 
all tell you, Here is no Reſt ; and all Mankind 
my ſay, All our Days are Sorrow, and our Labour 
is Grief, and our Hearts take nat Reſt, Eccleſ. ii. 


23. 


IF other Mens Experiences move you not, do but 
take a View of your own : Can you remember the 
Eſtate that did fully ſatisfy you ? Or if you could, 
will it prove a laſting State? For my own Part, I 
have run thro' ſeveral States of Life, and tho' I 
never had the Neceſſities which might occaſion 
Diſcontent, yet did I never find a Settlement for 
my Soul; and I believe we may all ſay of our 
Reſt, as Paul of our Hopes, F it were in this Life 
only, wwe were of all Men ma miſerable. If then 
either Scripture, or Reaſon, or the Experience of 
ourſelves, and all the World, will ſatisfy us, we 
may ſee there is no reſting here. And yet how 
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guilty are the Generality of us of this Sin ! How 
many Halts and Stops do we make, before we 
will make the Lorp our Reſt ! How muſt God 
even drive us, and fire us out of every Condition, 
left we ſhould fit down and reſt there I If He give 
us Proſperity, Riches, or Honour, we do in our 
Hearts dance before them, as the //raelites before 
their Calf, and . Theſe are thy Gods, and con- 
clude it is good being here. If He imbitter all 
theſe to us by Croſſes, how do we ſtrive to have 
the Croſs removed, and are reſtleſs till our Con- 
dition be ſweetened to us, that we may ſit down 
again and reſt where we were ? If the Loxp, ſee- 
ing. our Perverſeneſs, ſhall now proceed in the 
Cure, and take the Creature quite away, then 
how do we labour, and care, and cry, and pray, 
that Gon would reſtore it, that we may make it 
our Reſt again! And while we are deprived of its 
Enjoyment, and have not our former Idol, yet 
rather than come to Gop, we delight ourſelves in 
our Hopes of recovering our former State ; and as 
long as there is the leaſt Likelihood of obtaining 
it, we make thoſe very Hopes our Reſt : If the 
Poor by labouring all their Days, have but Hopes 
of a fuller Eſtate when they are old (tho' an hun- 
dred to one they die before they have obtained it) 
yet do they reſt themſelves on theſe Expectations. 
Or if God doth take away both preſent Enjoy- 
ments, and all Hopes of recovering them, how 
do we ſearch about, from Creature to Creature, 
to find out ſomething to ſupply the Room, and to 
ſettle upon inſtead thereof? Yea, if we can find 
no Supply, but are ſure we ſhall live in Poverty, 
in Sickneſs, in Diſgrace, while we are on Earth, 
yet will we-rather ſettle in this Miſery, and make 
a'Reſt of a wretched Being, than we will leave 
all and come to GoD. 

"3% 394 bu A May 


The Saints Everlaſting Reft. 393 


A Man would think, that a Multitude of poor 
People, who beg their Bread, or can ſcarce with 
their hardeſt Labour have Suſtenance for their 
Lives, ſhould eaſily be driven from reſting here, 
and willingly look to Heaven for Reſt ; and the 
Sick, who have not a Day of Eaſe, nor any Hope 
of Recovery left them. But O the curſed Averſe- 
neſs of our Souls from God! We will rather ac- 
count our Miſery our Happineſs, yea that which 
we daily groan under as intolerable, than we will 
take up our Happineſs in Gop. If any Place in 
Hell were tolerable, the Soul would rather take 
up its Reſt there, than come to Gop. Yea, 
when He is W over to Him, and hath 
convinced us of the Worth of his Ways and Ser- 
vice, the laſt Deceit of all is here, we will rather 
ſettle upon thoſe Ways that lead to High, and 
thoſe Ordinances that ſpeak of Him, and thoſe 
Gifts which flow from Him, than we will come 
clean over to Himſelf. Fa 


MARVEL not that I ſpeak ſo much of reſting in 
theſe; Beware leſt it prove thy own Caſe : I tup- 
poſe thou art ſo convinced of the Vanity of Riches 
and Honour, and Pleaſure, that thou canſt more 
eaſily diſclaim theſe : But for thy ſpiritual Helps, 
thou lookeſt on theſe with leſs Suſpicion, and 
thinkeſt thou canſt not delight in chem too 
much, eſpecially ſeeing moſt of the World deſpiſe 
them, or delight in them too little. But doth not 
the Increaſe of thoſe Helps dull thy Longings af- 
ter Heaven? I know the Means of Grace muſt 
be loved and valued ; and he that delighteth in any 
worldly Thing more than in them, is not a Chri- 
ſtian: But when we are content with Duty in- 
ſtead of Gor, and had rather be at a Sermon 
than in Heaven; and a Member of a Church 
here, than of that * Church, and rejoice 
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in Ordinances but as they are Part of our earthly 
Proſperity ; this is a fad Miſtake. _ 


So far rejoice in the Creature, as it comes from 
Gop, or leads to Him, or brings thee ſome Re- 
port of his Love: So far let thy Soul take Com- 
fort in Ordinances as GO p doth accompany 
them, or gives Himſelf unto thy Soul by them: 
Still remembring, when thou haſt even what 
thou doſt moſt deſire, yet this is not Heaven; 
yet theſe are but the Firſt- fruits. Is it not 
enough that Gop alloweth us all the Comfort of 
Travellers, and accordingly to rejoice in all his 
Mercies, but we muſt ſet. up our Staff as if we 
were at Home? While we are preſent in the Bo- 
dy, we are abſent from the Lox D; and while we 
are abſent from Him, we are abſent from our Reſt. 
It Gop were as willing to be abſent from us, as 
we from Him, and if were as loth to be our 
Reſt, as we are loth to reſt.in Him, we ſhould be 
left to an eternal reſtleſs Separation. In a Word, 
as you are ſenſible of the Sinſulneſs of your earthly 
Diſcontents, ſo be you alfo of your irregular Con- 
tents, and pray God to pardon them much more. 
And above all the Plagues and Judgments of Gon 
on this Side Hell, ſee that you watch and pray 
againſt this [of ſettling any where ſhort of Heaven, 
or repoſing your Souls on any Thing below Gop.] 
Or elſe, when the. Bough which you tread on 
breaks, and the Things which you reſt upon de- 
- ceive you, you will perceive your Labour all loſt, 
and your higheſt Hopes will make you aſhamed. 
Try if you can perſuade Satan to leave tempting, 
and the World to ceaſe troubling and ſeducing ; 
if you can bring the Glory of Gop from above, 
or remove the Che from Heaven to Earth, and 


ſecure the Continuance of this through Eternity, 
7 then 
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then ſettle yourſelves below, and ſay, Soul take 


thy Reſt here; but till then admit not ſuch a 
Thought. 


CC HAP. Il 
Motives to Heavently-mindedueſs. 


E have now by the Guidance of the Word 
of the Lon, and by the Aſſiſtance of 
his Spirit, ſhewed you the Nature of the 

Reſt of the Saints; and acquainted you with ſome 

Duties in Relation thereto: We come now to the 

Cloſe of all, to preſs you to the great Duty which 

I chiefly intended when I begun this Subject. _ 


Is there a Reſt, and ſuch a Reſt remaining for 
us? Why then are our Thoughts no more upon 
it? Why are not our Hearts continually there ? 
Why dwell we not there in conſtant Contempla- 
tion? Aſk your Hearts in Earneſt, What is 
the Cauſe of this Neglect? Hath the eternal Gop 
provided us ſuch a Glory, and promiſed to take 
us up to dwell with Himſelf? and is not this 
worth the thinking on ? Should not the ſtrongeſt 
Deſires of our Hearts be after it; and the daily 
Delights of our Souls be there? Can we forget 
and neglect it? What is the Matter? Will not 
Gop give us Leave to approach this Light? Or 
will He not ſuffer our Souls to taſte and ſee it? 
Then what mean all his earneſt Invitations? Why 
doth He ſo condemn our Earthly-mindednefs, and 
command us to ſet our Affections above? If the 

| Bb 3 Fore- 
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Fore-thoughts of Glory were forbidden. Fruits, 
= we ſhould be ſooner drawn unto them, 
ure I am, where Gop hath forbidden us to place 
our Thoughts and our Delights, thither it is eaſy 
enough to draw them. If He ſay, Love not the 
World, nor the Things of the World, we doat 
upon it nevertheleſs. How unweariedly can we 
think of Vanity, and Day after Day employ our 
Minds about it? and have we no Thoughts of 
this our Reſt ? How freely and how frequently can 
we think of our Pleaſures, our Friends, our La- 
bours, our Fleſh, our Studies, our News ; yea, 
our very Miſeries, our Wrongs, our Sufferings, 
and our Fears? But where is the Chriſtian whoſe 
Heart is on his Reſt ? What is the Matter ? Why 
are we not taken up with the Views of ono; 
and our Souls more accuſtomed to theſe delightſul 
Meditations ?. Are we ſo full of Joy that we need 
no more; or is there no Matter in Heaven for our 
joyous Thoughts ; or rather, are not our Hearts 
carnal and blockiſh? Earth will to Earth. Had 
we more Spirit, it would be otherwiſe with us. 
As St. Augu/tin caſt by Ciceros Writings, becauſe 
they contained not the Name of Feſws; fo let us 
humble and caſt down theſe fenſual Hearts, that 
have in them no more of Chri/t and Glory. As 
we ſhould not own our Duties any further than 
| ſomewhat of Chrift is in them, fo ſhould we no 
| further own our Hearts: And as we ſhould delight 
j in the Creatures no longer than they have Refe- 
rence to Cbriſt and Eternity, ſo no further ſhould 
we approve of our own Hearts. Why did Chr:/t 
8 his Diſciples Eyes and Ears bleſſed, 
as they were the Doors to let in Chri/t by his 
Works and Words into their Heart? Bleſſed are 
the Eyes that ſo ſee, and the Ears that ſo hear, 
that the Heart is thereby raiſed to this heavenly 
Frame. Sirs, ſo much of your Hearts as is yy 
| | * 
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ef Chriſt and Heaven, let it be filled with Shame 
and Sorrow, and not with Eaſe. 


Bur let me turn my Reprehenſion to Exhorta- 
tion, that you would turn this Conviction into 
Reformation. And I have the more Hope, becauſe 
I here. addreſs myſelf to Men of Conſcience, that 
dare not wilfully diſobey Gop; yea, becauſe to 
Men whoſe Portion is there, whoſe Ropes are 
there, and who have forſaken all that they may 
enjoy this Glory ; and ſhall I be diſcouraged from 
perſuading ſuch to be heavenly-minded ? If you 
will not hear and obey, who will ? Whoever thou 
art therefore that readeſt theſe Lines, I require 
thee, as thou tendereſt thine Allegiance to the 
Gop of Heaven, as ever thou hopeſt for a Part in 


this Glory, that thou preſently take thy Heart to 


Taſk; chide it for its wilful Strangeneſs to Gop; 
turn thy Thought from the Purſuit of Vanity, 
bend thy Sou] to ſtudy Eternity ; habituate thy- 
ſelf to ſuch Contemplations, and let not thoſe 
Thoughts be ſeldom. and curſory, but ſettle upon 
them; dwell here, bathe thy Soul in Heaven's 
Delights; drench thine Affections in theſe Rivers 
in to 
flag, and thy Thoughts to * abroad, call them 
back, hold them to their Work, put them on, 
bear not with their Lazineſs; and when thou haſt 
once tried this Work, and followed on 'till thou 
haſt got acquainted with it, and kept a cloſe 
Guard upon thy Thoughts till they are accuſtom- 
ed to obey, thou wilt then find thyſelf in the Sub- 
urbs of — ery and as it were in a new World; 
thou wilt then find that there is Sweetneſs in the 
Work and Way of Gop, and that the Life of 
Chriſtianity: is a Life: of Joy: Thou wilt meet 
with thoſe abundant Conſolations which thou haft 


prayed, and panted, and groaned after, and —_ 
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ſo few Chriſtians obtain, becauſe they know not 
the Way to them, or elſe make not cience of 
walking in it. 


You ſee the Work now before you': This, 
this is that I would fain perſuade you to practiſe: 
Let me beſpeak your Conſciences in the Name of 
Chrift, and command you by the Authority I have 
received from Chrift, that you faithfully ſet upon 
this Duty, and fix your Eye more ſteadfaſtly on 

ur Reſt, Do not — that I perſuade you 
lo — though indeed if we were truly rea- 
ſonable — it would be a Wonder that Men 
 Thould 2 ſo much Perſuaſion to ſo ſweet and 
plain a * But I know the Employment is 
high, the Heart is earthly, and will ſtill draw 
nt the Temptations = Hindrances will be 
many and great, and therefore I fear all theſe Per- 
ſuaſions are little enough: Say not, We are un- 
able to ſet our own Hearts on Heaven, this muſt 
be the Work of Gop: Therefore all your Exhor- 
tation is in vain. I tell you, though Gop be the 
chief Diſpoſer of your Hearts, yet next under 
Him you have the greateſt Command of them 
yourſelves, and a great Power in the ordering of 
your own Thoughts, and determining your own 
ills : Tho' without Chrift you can do — 
yet under Him you may do much, and muſt 
much, or 44 you will. be undone through your 
Neglect: our own Parts, and you have no 
Cauſe to ade whether Cbriſ will do his. 


I wi here lay down ſome Cankdorutions, 
which if you will but deliberately weigh with an 
impartial 3 I doubt not will prove effec · 
tual with your __—_— and make pared riots upon 
this encetlent, Du 15 
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1. ConsiDER, a Heart ſet upon Heaven, will 
be one of the moſt unqueſtionable Evidences of a 
true Work of ſaving Grace upon thy Soul. Would 
you have a Sign infallible, not from me, or from 
the Mouth of any Man, but from the Mouth of 
Jeſus Chrift Himſelf, which all the Enemies of 
the Uſe of Marks can lay no Exceptions againſt ? 
Why here is ſuch a one, Matt. vi. 21. l here your 
Treaſure is, there will your Heart be alſo. Know 
once aſſuredly where your Heart is, and you may 
eaſily know that your Treaſure is there. God is 
the Saints Treaſure and Happineſs : Heaven is the 
Place where they fully enjoy Him: A Heart there- 
fore ſet upon Heaven, is no more but a Heart ſet 
upon Gop, defiring this full Enjoyment : And 
ſurely a Heart ſet upon Gop through Chri/t, is 
the trueſt Evidence of ſaving Grace. External 
Actions are the eaſieſt diſcovered ; but thoſe of 
the Heart are the ſureſt Evidences. When“ thy 
Learning will be no good Proof of thy Grace; 
when thy Knowledge, thy Duties, and thy Gifts 
will fail thee, when Arguments from thy Tongue 
and thy Hand may be confuted ; then will this 
Argument from the Bent of thy Heart prove thee 
ſincere. Take a poor Chriſtian that can ſcarce 
ſpeak Engliſh about Religion, that hath a weak 
Underſtanding, a failing — a ſtammering 
Tongue, yet his Heart is ſet on Gop, he hath 
choſen Him for his Portion, his T houghts are on 
Eternity, his Deſires there, his Dwelling there; 
he cries out, O that I were there ! he takes that 
Day for a Time of Impriſonment, wherein he 
hath not taken one refreſhing View of Eternity: 
I had rather die in this Man's Condition, than in 
the Caſe of him that hath the moſt eminent Gifts, 
and is moſt admired for Parts and Duty, whofe 
Heart is not taken up with Gop. The Man that 


Chrit will find out at the laſt Day, and gn? 
or 


310 The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 


for Want of a Wedding-Garment, will he be that 
wants this Frame of Heart: The Queſtion wil 
not then be, How much you have known or talk- 
ed ? But how much have you loved, and where 

was your Heart ? Why then, as you would have 
a a ſure Teſtimony of the Love of Gop, and a ſure 
Proof of your Title to Glory, labour to get your 
Hearts above. Gop will acknowledge you love 
Him, when He ſees your Hearts are ſet upon Him, 
Get but your Hearts once truly in Heaven, and 
without all Queſtion yourſelves will follow. If 
Sin and Satan keep not thence your Affections, 
they will never be able to keep away your Per- 
ſons. 

2. ConSIDER, a heavenly Mind is a joyful 
Mind: This is the neareſt and the trueſt Way 
to Comfort; and without this you muſt needs be 
-uncomfortable. Can a Man be at the Fire, and 
not be warm; or in the Sun-ſhine, and not hare 
Light? Can your Heart be in Heaven, and no 
have Comfort? What could make ſuch frezen 
uncomfortable Chriſtians, but living fo far as the 
do from Heaven? And what makes others 
warm in Comforts, but their frequent Acceſs ſo 
near to Gon ? When the Sun in the Spring dra 
near our Part of the Earth, how do all Thins 
congratulate its Approach? The Earth looks greet 
and caſteth off her mourning Habit; the Tres 
ſhoot forth; the Plants revive ; the Birds fing; 
the Face of all Things ſmiles upon us, and all ti: 
Creatures below rejoice. If we would but keey 
theſe Hearts above, what a Spring would be with. 
in us; and all our Graces be freſh and green 
How would the Face of our Souls be ers 
and all that is within us rejoice ? How ſhould we 
forget our Winter Sorrows, and withdraw ou! 
Souls from our ſad Retirements? How early ſhouli 

we 
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we riſe (as thoſe Birds'in the Spring) to ſing the 
Praiſe of our great Creator? O Chriſtian, get 
above: Believe it, that Region is warmer than 
this below. T hoſe that have been there have found 
it ſo, and thoſe that have come thence have told 
us ſo; and I doubt not. but thou haſt ſometimes 
tried it thyſelf. I dare appeal to thy own Expe- 
rience : When is it that you have largeſt Com- 
forts? Is it not after ſuch an Exerciſe as this, 
when thou haſt got:up thy Heart, and converſed 
with GoD, and talked with the Inhabitants of the 
higher World, and viewed the Manſions of the 
Saints and Angels, and filled thy Soul with the 
Fore-thoughts of Glory? If thou know by Expe- 
rience what this Practice is, I dare A thou 
knoweſt what ſpiritual Joy is. If it be the Coun- 
tenance of GoD that fills us with Joy, then they 
that moſt behold it, muſt be fulleſt of theſe Joys. 
If you never tried this, nor lived this Life of hea- 
venly Contemplation, I never wonder that you 
walk uncomfortably, and know not what the Joy 
of the Saints means: Can you have Comforts 
from Gop, and never think of Him? Can Hea- 
ven rejoice you when you do not remember it? 
Doth any Thing in the World glad you, when 
you think not on it? Whom ſhould we blame 
then, that we are ſo void of Conſolation, but our 
own negligent unſkilful Hearts ? Gop hath pro- 
vided us a Crown of Glory, and promiſed to ſet it 
ſhortly on our Heads, and we will not ſo much as 
think of it : He holdeth it out to us, and biddeth 
us behold and rejoice ; and we will not ſo much 
as look at it. hat a perverſe Courſe. is this, 
both againſt God and our own Joys ? 


I conpsss, tho' in fleſhly Things the preſent- 
ing a comforting Object is ſufficient to produce an 
anſwerable Delight, yet in Spirituals we 2 . 

| iſabled: 
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diſabled: Gop muſt give the Joy itſelf, as well a 
afford us Matter for Joy: But yet withal, it muf 
be remembered, that Gor doth work upon us 2; 
Men, and in a rational Way doth raiſe our Com. 
forts : He enableth and exciteth us to mind theſe 
delightfu] Objects, and from thence to gather our 
own Comforts: Therefore he that is moſt {kilful 
and painful in this gathering Art, is uſually the 
fulleſt of this ſpiritual Sweetneſs. It is by believing 
that we are filled with Joy and Peace; and no 
longer than we continue our believing. It is in 
Hope that the Saints rejoice, yea, in this Hope oi 
the Glory of Gop ; and no longer than they con- 
tinue hoping. And here Jet me warn you of : 
dangerous Snare, an Opinion which will rob you 
of all your Comfort: Some think, if they ſhould 
thus fetch in their own' by believing and hoping, 
and work it out of Scripture Promiſes by thei 
own thinking and ſtudying, then it would be: 
Comfort only of their own hammering out (2 
they-ſay) and not the genuine Joy of the Holy 
Ghoſt. A deſperate Miſtake, raiſed upon 
Ground that would overthrow almoſt all Duty, 2 
well as this; which is their ſetting the 3 
of God's Spirit and their own Spirits in Oppofi. 
tion, when their Spirits muſt ſtand in Subordina- 
tion to God's: They are conjunct Cauſes, co- 
operating to the producing of one and the ſame 
Effect. Gop's Spirit worketh our Comforts, by 
ſetting our own Spirits at Work upon the Promi- 
ſes, and raiſing our Thoughts to the Place of our 
Comforts. As you would delight a covetous Mzn 
by ſhewing him Money, or a voluptuous Man 
with fleſhly Delights; ſo Gop uſeth to delight his 
People, by taking them as it were by the Hand, 
and leading them into Heaven, and ſhewing then 
Himſelf, and their Reſt with Him. Gob uſeth 
not to caſt in our Joys while we are idle, or ta- 
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ken up with other Things. It is true, He ſome-- 
times doth it ſuddenly, but uſually in the foreſaid 
Order : And his ſometimes ſudden extraordinary 
caſting of comforting Thoughts in our Hearts, 
ſhould be ſo far from hindering Endeavours in a 
meditating Way, that it ſhould be a ſingular Mo- 
tive to quicken us to it; even as a Taſte given, 
us of ſome Cordial, will make us deſire and ſeek 
the reſt. Gop feedeth not Saints as Birds do 
their Youngs bringing it to them, and putting it 
in their Mouth, while they lie til] in the Neſt, 
and only gape to receive it : But as He giveth to 
Man the Fruits of the Earth, the R of our 
Land in Corn and Wine, while we plow and ſow, 
and weed, and water, and dung, and dreſs, and 
then with Patience expect his Bleſſing; ſo doth 
He give the Joys of the Soul, Yet ' deny not, 
that if any ſhould ſo think as to work out his own 


Comforts by Meditation, as to attempt the Work 


in his own Strength, the Work would prove to 
be like the Workman, and the Comfort he would 
gather would be like both; even meer Vanity; 
even as the Huſbandman's Labour without the 
Sun, and Rain, and Bleſſing of Gop. 


So then you may eaſily ſee, that cloſe Medi- 
tation on the Matter and Cauſe of our Joy, is 
Gop's Way to procure ſolid Joy. For my Pact, 
if I ſhould find my Joy of another Kind, I ſhould 
be very prone to doubt of its Sincerity. If I find 
a great deal of Comfort, and know not how it 
came, nor upon what rational Ground it was 
raiſed, nor what Conſiderations feed and continue 
it, I ſhould be ready to queſtion whether this be 
from Gop? Our Love to God ſhould not be like 
that of fond Lovers, who love violently, but the 
know not why. I think a Chriſtian's Joy ſhould 
be rational Joy, and not to rejoice and know not 

You, XXXVII. Cc why. 
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why. In ſome extraordinary Caſe, Gop may caſt in 
ſuch an extraordinary Kind of Joy; yet it is not his 
uſual Way. And if you obſerve the Spirit of moſt 
uncomfortable Chriſtians, you will find the Rea- 
ſon to be their Expection of ſuch Kind of Joys; 
and accordingly are their Spirits variouſly rolled, 
and unconſtantly tempered: When they meet 
with ſuch Joys, then they are chearful and lifted 
up; but becauſe theſe are uſually ſhort-lived, 
therefore they are ſtraight as low as Hell, And 
thus they are toſſed as a Veſſel at Sea, up and 
down, but ftill in Extremes; whereas alas, Gop 
is moſt conſtant, Chri/? the ſame, Heaven the 
ſame, and the Promiſe the ſame; and if we took 
the right Courſe for fetching in our Comfort from 
theſe, ſure our Comforts would be more ſettled 
and conſtant, tho“ not always the ſame. Who- 
ever thou art therefore that readeſt theſe Lines, 
I entreat thee in the Name of the Lorp, and as 
thou valueſt the Life of conſtant Joy, and that 
good Conſcience which is a continual Feaſt, that 
thou wouldſt ſeriouſly ſet upon this Work, and 
learn the Art of Heavenly-mindedneſs, and thou 
ſhalt find the Increaſe an hundred fold, and the 
Beuefit abundantly exceed. thy Labour. 


2. CoxsiDes, a Heart in Heaven will be a 
moſt excellent Preſervative againſt Temptations, 
and a powerful Means to fave the Conſcience from 
the Wounds of Sin: Gop can prevent our fin- 
ning, tho' we be careleſs, and ſometimes doth ; 
but this is not His uſual Courſe; nor is this our 
ſafeſt Way to eſcape. When the Mind is either 
idle, or ill employed, the Devil needs not a greater 
Advantage : If he find but the Mind empty, there 
is Room for any Thing that he will bring in; 
but when he finds the Heart in Heaven, what 
Hope that his Motions ſhould take ? Let him en- 
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tice to any forbidden Courſe, the Soul will return 
Nehemiah's Anſwer, I am diing a great Wark, and 
cannot come, Neh. vi. 3. Several Ways will this 
preſerve us againſt Temptation. Fir/?, By keeping 
the Heart employed. Secondly, By clearing the 
Underſtanding, and confirming the Will. Thirdh, 
By pre · poſſeſſing the AﬀeCtions. Pourthly, By 
keeping us in the Way of Gop's Bleſſing. 


FirsT, By keeping the Heart employed: When 
we are idle, we tempt the Devil to tempt us; as it 
is an Encouragement to a Thief, to ſee your Doors 
open, and No-body within; and as we uſe to ſay, 
% Careleſs Perſons make Thieves;” fo it will en; 
courage Satan, to find your Hearts idle: But when 
the Heart is taken up with God, it cannot have 
Time to hearken to "Temptations ; it cannot have 
Time to be luſtſul and wanton, ambitious or 
worldly. 


Ir you were but buſied in your lawful Callings, 
you would not be ſo ready to hearken to Tempta- 
tions; much leſs if you were buſied above with 
Gop : Will you leave your Plow and Harveſt in 
the Field ? Or leave the quenching of a Fire in your 
Houſes, to run hunting of Butterflies? Would a 
Judge riſe, when he is ſitting upon Life and Death, 
to go and play among the Boys in the Streets? No 
more will a Chriſtian, when he is buſy with Gon, 
755 Ear to the alluring Charms of Satan. The 

ve of God is never idle; it worketh great Things 
when it truly is; and when it will not work, it is 


not Love. Therefore being ſtill thus working, it 


is ſtill preſerving. 


SECONDLY, A heavenly Mind is freeſt from Sin, 
becauſe it is of cleareſt Underſtanding in Spiritual 


Matters, A Man that is much in converſing above, 
| Cc 2 hath. 
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hath truer and livelier Apprehenſions of Things 
concerning Gop and his Soul, than any Reading 
or Learning can beget : Though perhaps he may 
be ignorant in divers Controverſies, and Matters 
that leſs concern Salvation; yet thoſe Truths which 
muſt effabliſh his Soul, and preſerve him from 
Temptation, he knows far better than the greateſt 
Scholars; he hath ſo deep an Inſight into the Evil 
of Sin, the Vanity of the Creature, the Brutiſhneſf; 
of ſenſual Delights, that Temptations have little 
P.wer on him; for theſe earthly Vanities are Sa. 
tas Baits, which with the Clcar-fighted have loſt | 
their Force. In vain (faith Sol:men) the Net in 
| i in the Sight cf any Bird. And in vain doth | 
San lay his Snares to entrap the Soul that plainly WI 
fees them. When the heavenly Mind is above 
with Gop, he may from thence diſcern every 
Danger that lies below: Nay, if he did not diſcover 
the Snare, yet were he likelicr far to eſcape it than 
any others. A Net or Bait that is laid on the 
Ground, is unlikely to catch the Bird that flies in 
the Ait; while ſhe keeps above, ſbe is out of the 
Danger, and the higher the ſafer ; ſo it is with us. 
Satan's Temptations are laid on the Earth, Earth 
is the Place, and Earth is the ordinary Bait : How 
ſhall theſe enſnare the Chriftian, who hath left the 
Earth, and walks with Gov? 


a . 3VvO4k vs fa S ws» SS R9 DJ<<> woe. 


Do you not ſenſibly perceive, that when your 
Hearts are ſeriouſly fixed on Heaven, you become 
wiſer than before? Are not your Underſtandings 
more ſolid; and your Thoughts more ſober ? Have 
you not truer Apprehenſions of Things than you 
had? For my own Part, if ever I be wiſe, it is 
when I have been much above, and ſeriouſly ſtu- 


died the Life to come: Methinks I find my Under- 
ſtanding aſter ſuch Contemplations, as much to 
differ from what it was before, as I before differed 

from 
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from a Fool or an Idiot: When my Underſtanding is 
weaken'd and befool'd with common Employment, 
and with converſing long with the Vanities below, 
methinks a few ſober Thoughts of my Father's 
Houſe, and the bleſſed Proviſion of his Family in 
cit Heaven, doth make me (with the Prodigal) to 
vii come to myſelf again. Surely, when a Chriſtian 
es W withdraws himſelf from his earthly Thoughts, and 
te begins to converſe with God in Heaven, he is as 
4 WW Nebuchadnezzar, taken from the Beaſts of the Field 
vit WW to the Throne, and his Underſtanding returneth to 
bim again. O when a Chriſtian hath had but a 
U WW Glimpſe of Eternity, and then looks down on the 
ly WW World again! How doth he ſay to his Laughter, 
ve Thou art mad! and to his vain Mirth, hat de 
ry thou? How could he even tear his Fleſh, and take 
er Revenge on himſelf for his Folly ! How verily doth 
an he think that there is no Man in Bedlam ſo mad, 
e as wilful Sinners, and lazy Betrayers of their own 
n WW Souls, and unworthy Slighters of Chrift and Glory 


% Do you not think (except Men are ſtark Devils) 
5 that it would be a harder Matter to entice a Man 
W to Sin, when he lies a dying, than it was before ? 
e If the Devil, or his Inſtruments, ſhould then tell 
him of a Cup of Sack, of merry Company, or of a. 
Stage-play, do you think he would then be fo taken 

r with the Metion? If he ſhould then tell him of 
e Riches, or Honours, or ſhew him Cards, or Dice, 
$ or a Whore, would the Temptation (think you) 
e be as ſtrong as before? Would he not aller, 
8 Alas! what is all this to me, who muſt preſently 
, appear before Gop, and give Account of all my 
; Life, and ſtraightways be in another World ? 
: Why, if the Apprehenſion of the Nearneſs of E- 
ternity will work ſuch ſtrange Effects upon the Un- 
| godly, and make them wiſer than to be deceived: 
eaſily, as they were wont to be in Time of 
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Health; what Effects would it work in thee, if 
thou couldſt always dwell in the Views of Gon, 
and in lively Thoughts of thine everlaſting State? 
Surely, a Believer, if he improve his Faith, may 
have truer Apprehenſions of the Life to come, in 
the Time of his Health, than an Unbeliever hath 
at the Hour of his Death. 


THIRDLY, A heavenly Mind is fortified againſt 
Temptations, becauſe the Affections are pre-pol- 
ſeſſed with the Delights of another World. When 
the Soul is not affected with Good, —_ the 
Underſtanding never ſo clearly apprehend. the I ruth, 
it is eaſy for Satan to entice that Soul, Mere Spe- 
culations (be they never ſo true) which fink not 
into the Affections, are poor Preſervatives againſt 
Temptations. He that loves moſt, and not he that 
knows moſt, will eaſieſt reſiſt the Motions of Sin, 
There is in a Chriſtian a Kind of Spiritual Taſte, 
whereby he knows theſe Things, beſides his mere 
reaſoning Power: The Will doth as ſweetly reliſh 
Goodneſs, as the Underſtanding doth Truth; and 
here lies much of a Chriſtian's Strength. If you 
ſhould diſpute with a ſimple Man, and labour to 
perſuade him that Sugar is not ſweet, or that Worm- 
wood is not bitter; perhaps you might by Sophiſtry 
over-argue his mere Reaſon, but yet you could not 
perſuade him againſt his Senſe; whereas a Man 
Aae loſt his Taſte, is eaſier deceived for. all 
his Reaſon.. So it is here. When thou haſt had a 
freſh, delightful Taſte of Heaven, thou wilt not be 
fo eaſily perſuaded. from it: You cannot perſuade a 
very Child to part with his Apple, while the Taſte 
of its Sweetneſs is yet in his Mouth. 


O THAT you would be perſuaded to be much 
in feeding on the hidden Manna, and to be fre- 
quently taſting the Delights of Heaven. It is true, 
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it is a great Way off from our Senſe, but Faith can 
reach as far as that. How would this raiſe thy' 
Reſolutions, and make thee laugh at the Fooleries 
of the World, and ſcorn to be cheated with ſuch 
childiſh Toys? What if the Devil had ſet upon 
Paul when he was in the third Heaven? Could he 
then have perſuaded his Heart to the Pleaſures, or 
Profits, or Honours of the World? Though the 
Iſraelites below may be enticed to Idolatry, and 
from Eating and Drinking to riſe up to play; yet 
Meſes in the Mount with Gop will not do ſo: And 
if they had been where he was, and had but ſeen 
what he there ſaw, perhaps they would not ſo eaſil 

have ſinned. O if we could keep our Souls 
continually delighted with the Sweetneſs above, 
N what Diſdain ſhould we ſpit out the Baits of 
in 


FouRkTHLY, Whilſt che Heart is ſet on Heaven, 
a Man is under Gop's Protection; and therefore 
if Satan then aſſault him, Gop is more engaged 
for his Defence. 


LeT me entreat thee then, if thou be a Man 
that is haunted with Temptation (as doubtleſs thou 
art, if thou be a Man) if thou perceive thy Dan- 
ger, and wouldſt fain cſcape it; uſe much this 
powerſul Remedy, keep cloſe with Gop by a hea- 
venly Mind; and when the Temptation comes, 
go ſtraight to Heaven, and turn thy Thoughts to 
higher Things ; thou ſhalt find this a ſurer Help 
than any other. Follow your Buſineſs above with 
Chri/t, and keep your Thoughts to their heavenly 
Employment, and you ſooner will this Way van- 
quiſh the Temptation, than if you argued or talked. 
it out with the Tempter. 


4 Can 
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4. Conſider, The diligent keeping of your Hearts 
on Heaven, will preſerve the Vigour of all you 
Graces, and put Life into your Duties. It is the hea- 
venly Chriſtian, that is the lively Chriſtian: It is our 
Strangeneſs to Heaven that makes us ſo dull: It i; 
the End that quickens all the Means; and the more 
frequently and clearly this End is beheld, the more 
vigorous will all our Motions be. How doth it 
make Men unweariedly labour, and fearleſsly ven- 
ture, when they do but think of the gainful Prize! 
How will the Soldier hazard his Life? And the Ma- 
riner paſs through Storms and Waves? How chear- 
fully do they compaſs Sea and Land, when they 
think of an uncertain periſhing Treaſure? O what 
Life then would it put into a Chriſtian's Endea- 
vours, if he would frequently think of his everlaſt- 
mg Treaſure? We run ſo ſlowly, and ftrive ſo la- 
Zily, becauſe we ſo little mind the Prize. When 
a Chriſtian hath been taſting the hidden Manna, 
and drinking of the Streams of the Paradiſe of Gop, 
what Life doth this put into him ? How fervent 
will his Spirit be in Prayer, when he conſiders that 
he prays for no leſs than Heaven ? 


OpBstrve but the Man who is much in Heaven, 
and you ſhall ſee he is not like others; there is 
ſomewhat of that which he hath ſeen above, ap- 
peareth in all his Duty and Converſation.: Nay, 
take but the ſame Man immediately when he is 
returned from theſe Views of Bliſs, and you may 
eaſily perceive he excells himſelf. If he be a 
Preacher, how heavenly are his Sermons ? What 
clear Deſcriptions, what high Expreſſions hath he 
of that Reſt? If he be a private Chriſtian, what 
heavenly Conference? What heavenly Prayers ? 
What an heavenly Carriage hath he? May you 
not even hear in a Preacher's Sermons, or in the 
private Duties of another, when they have uw 
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moſt above? When Moſes had been with Gop in 
the Mount, it made his Face ſhine, that. the Peo- 
ple could not behold him. If you would but ſet 
upon this Employment, even fo it would be with 
vou: Men would ſee the Face of your Converſation 
ſhine, and ſay, Surely be hath been with Gon. 


Ir is true, a heavenly Nature goes before this 
heavenly Employment ; but yet the Work will 
make it more heavenly : There muſt be Life, be- 
fore we can feed; but eur Life is continued and 
increaſed by feeding. Therefore, let me inform 
thee, if thou lie complaining of Deadneſs and Dul- 
neſs, that thou canſt not love Chri/?, nor rejoice 
in his Love; that thou haſt no Life in Prayer, nor 
any other Duty, and yet never triedſt this quick- 
ning Courſe, or at leaſt art careleſs and unconſtant 
in it; thou art the Cauſe of thy own Complaints; 
thou dulleſt thine own Heart ; thou denieſt thyſelf 
that Life which thou talkeſt of. Is not thy Life 
bid with Chriſt in Gop? Whither muſt thou go 
but to Chriſt for it? And whither is that, but to 
Heaven, where He is? Thou wilt not come te Chriſt, 
that thou mayſt have Life. If thou wouldſt have 
Light and Heat, why art thou then no more in the 
Sun-ſhine? If thou wouldſt have more of that Grace 
which flows from Chriſl, why art thou no more 
with Ghrift for it? Thy Strength is in Heaven, and 
thy Life in Heaven, and there thou muſt daily 
fetch it, if thou wilt have it. For Want of this 
Recourſe to Heaven, thy Soul is as a Candle that 
is not lighted, and thy Duties as a Sacrifice which 
hath no Fire. Fetch one Coal daily from this Al- 
tar, and ſee if thy Offering will not burn. Light 
thy Candle at this Flame, and feed it daily with 
Oil from hence, and ſee if it will not gloriouſl 
ſhine: Keep cloſe to this reviving Fire, and fee if 


thy Affections will not be warm. Thou T5 
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thy Want of Love to Gop, (and well thou mayf, 
for it is a heinous Crime, a killing Sin) why, lik 
up thy Eye of Faith to Heaven, behold his Beauty, 
contemplate his Excellencies, and ſee whether his 
Amiableneſs will not fire thy Affections, and his 
Goodneſs raviſh thy Heart. As the Eye doth in- 
cenſe the ſenſual Affections, by gazing on alluring 
Objects; ſo doth the Eye of Faith in Meditation, 
inflame our Affections towards our Loxp, by gaz- 
ing on that higheſt Beauty. Whoever thou art, 
that art a Stranger to this Employment, be thy Part 
and Profeſſion ever ſo great, let me tell thee, thou 
ſpendeſt thy Life but in Trifling or Idleneſs; thou 
ſeemeſt to live, but thou art dead: I may fay oi 
thee, as Seneca of idle Pacta, Scis latere, vivert 
neſcis; thou knoweſt how to lurk in Idleneſs, but 
how to live thou knoweſt not. And as the ſame 
Seneca would ſay, when he paſſed by that Slug - 

ds Dwelling, 14: fitus oft Vacia; fo it may be 
ſaid of thee, There lies ſuch a one, but not there 
lives ſuch a one; for thou ſpendeſt thy Days liker 
to the Dead than the Living. One of Dracd's 
Laws to the Athenians was, That he who was con- 
victed of Idleneſs, ſhould be put to Death: Thou 
doſt execute this on thy own Soul, whilft by thy 
Idleneſs thou deftroyeſt its Life. 


Tnov mayſt — * other Ways exerciſe thy 
Parts, but this is the Way to exerciſe thy Graces: 
They all come from Gop as their Fountain, and 
lead to God as their End, and are exerciſed on 
Gop as their chief Object; fo that Gop is their 
All in All. From Heaven they come, and to Hea- 
ven they will direct and move thee. And as Ex- 
erciſe maintaineth Appetite, Strength and Liveli- 
neſs to the Body; ſo doth it alſo to the Soul. Uſ 
Limbs, and have Limbs, is the known Prov 

And uſe Grace and Spiritual Life in theſe heaven|y 
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Exerciſes, and you ſhall find it quickly cauſe their 
Increaſe. The Exerciſe of your mere Abilities of 

ch will not much advantage your Graces; but 
the Exerciſe of theſe heavenly Gifes, will incon- 
ceivably help the Growth of both: For as the Moon 
is then moſt full and glorious, when it doth moſt. 
directly face the Sun; ſo will your Souls be both in 
Gifts and Graces, when you moſt nearly view the 
Face of Gop. This will feed your Tongue with 
Matter, and make you abound and overflow, . both. 
in Preaching, Praying, and Conferring. Beſides, 
the Fire which you fetch from Heaven for your 
Sacrifices, is no falſe or ſtrange Fire: As your 
Livelineſs will be much more; ſo it will be alſo 
more ſineere. : | 


Tux Zeal which is kindled by your Meditations. 
on Heaven, is moſt like to prove an heavenly Zeal; 
and the Livelineſs of the Spirit which you fetch 
from the Face of Gop, muſt needs be the divineſt 
Life. Some Mens Fervency is drawn only from, 
their Books, and ſome from ſtinging Affliction, and 
ſome from the Mouth of a moving Miniſter, and 
ſome from the Encouragement of an attentive Au- 
ditory: But he that knows this Way to Heaven, 
and derives it daily from the pure Fountain, ſhall 
have his Soul revived with the Water of Life, and 
enjoy that Quickening which is the Saints Peculiar: 
By this Faith thou mayſt offer Atel's Sacrifice, 
more excellent than that of common Men, and by 
it obtain Witneſs that thou art righteous, GoD 
teſtifying of thy Gifts, Heb. xi. 4. When others 
are ready, as Baal's Prieſts, to beat themſelves, and 
cut their Fleſh, becauſe their Sacrihce will not - 
burn; Then if thou canſt get but the Spirit of Elias, 
and in the Chariot of Contemplation . ſoar. aloft, 
till thou approacheſt near to the quickning Spirit, 
thy Soul and Sacrifice will glorioully flame, Soup. 
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the Fleſh and the World ſhould caſt upon them the 
Water of all their Enmity. Say not now, How 
ſhall we get ſo high? Or how can Mortals aſcend 
to Heaven? For Faith hath Wings, and Meditz. 
tion is its Chariot; its Office is to make abſent 


Things as preſent. Du you not fee how a little 


Piece of Glaſs, if it do but rightly face the Sun, 
will fo contract its Beams and Heat, as to ſet on 
Fire that which is behind it, which without it 
would have re-received but little Warmth ? Why, 
thy Faith is as the Burning-glaſs to thy Sacrifice, 
and Meditation ſets it to face the Sun ; only take it 
not away too ſoon, but hold it there a While, and 
thy Soul will feel the happy Effect. 


Ir we could get into the Holy of Holies, and 
bring thence the ; "Non and Image of Gop, and 
get it cloſed up in our Hearts, this would enable us 
to work Wonders; every Duty we performed 
would be a Wonder; and they that heard would 
be ready to ſay, Never Man ſpake as this Mad 


ſpeaketh. The Spirit would poſſeſs us, as thok 


flaming Tongues, and make us every one ſpeak 
(not in the Variety of the confounded Languages 
but) in the primitive pure Language of Caraan, 
the wonderful Works of Gop. We ſhould then 
be in every Duty, whether Prayer, Exhortation, 
or brotherly Reproof, as Paul was at Athens, his 
Spirit was ſtirred within him; and ſhould be ready 
to ſay, as Jeremiah did, Jer. xx. g. His Word wa 
in my Heart as a burning Fire ſhut up in my Bones; 
and I was weary with forbearing, and I could nit 


Hay. 


 CrnrIsTIAN Reader, Art thou not thinking 
when thou ſeeſt a lively Believer, and heareſt his 
melting Prayers, and raviſhing Diſcourſe ; O hov 
happy a Man is this! O that my Soul were ' thit 
Fo] tate: 


n 8. 
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State! Why, I here direct and adviſe thee from 
Gop. Try this Courſe, and ſet thy Soul to this 
Work, and thou ſhalt be in as good a Caſe. Waſh 
thee frequently in this Fordan, and thy dead Soul 
ſhall revive, and thou-ſhalt know there is a Gop- 
in //rael; and that thou mayſt live a vigorous and 

yous Life, if thou neglect not thine own Mercies. 
hou truly value this ſtrong and active Frame of 
Spirit, — it by thy preſent attempting this hea- 


renly Exerciſe. Thou haſt heard the Way to ob- 
tain this Life in thy Soul, and in — Duties 3 if. 
thou wilt yet neglea it, blame thyſ 


Bur alas, the Multitude of Profeſſors come * 
a Miniſter, juſt as Naaman came to Elias; they 
aſk us, How ſhall I overcome a hard Heart, and 
get Strength and Life of Grace? But they expect 
that ſome eaſy Means ſhould do it; and think we 
ſhould cure e 
Queſtion, and teach them a Way to be quickly well: 
But when they hear of a daily trading in Heaven, 
and ane — on the Joys above; this 
is a greater 'T aſk than they and they turn 
their Backs, as Naaman to Elias, or the young 
Man on Chrift. Will not Preaching, and Pray- 
ing, and Conference ſerve (lay they) without this 
dwelling ſtill in Heaven? I entreat thee, Reader, 
beware of this Folly; fall to the dy The Com- 
fort of Spiritual Health will countervail all the 
Trade 1 It is but the Fleſh that repines, which 
thou knoweſt was never a Friend to thy Soul. If 
God had ſet thee on ſome grievous Work, ſhouldſt 
thou not have done it for the Life of thy Soul? 
— Tz more when He doth but invite thee to 

f 


. Cons1DER, The frequent believing Views 
of Glory are the moſt precious Cordial in all Af- 
Vor. XXXVII. D d flictions. 
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1. To — 


— 4 Can it — 
i lead to Heaven: O ſweet. Sickneſs! Sweet Re- 
proaches, Impriſonments, or Death, which is ac- 
companied with theſe Taſtes of our future-Reſt! 
Believe it, thou wilt ſuffer heavily, thou wilt die 
molt ſadly, if thou haſt not at Hand the Foretaſtes 
of this Reſt. Therefore: as thou wilt then be ready 
with David to pray, Be not far from me, for Tra: 
Me is near: So let it be thy chief Care not to be 
far from God and Heaven, when Trouble is nean 
and thou wilt find Him a very preſent Help inT rouble, 


Al Sufferings are nothing to us, ſo far as we 
have the Foreſight of this Salvation. No Bolts, 
not Bars, nor Diſtance of Place can ſhut out theſe 
ſupporting: Joys, becauſe they cannot confine our 
Faith as oy dh — although. they may conhae 
our Fleſh. Chrift and Faith are ſpiritual, and there- 
fore Priſons. and Baniſhiments cannot hinder: their 
Intercourſe. Even when Perſecution and Fear 
hath ſhut the Doors, Chris can come in, and ſtand 
in the Midit, and fay, Peace he unto. you. It is not 
22 Place that gives the Reſt, but the Preſence and 
err in it. If the Son .of Gop will 
us in it, we may walk. ſafely. in the 
2 of thoſe Flames, which ſhall, deyour thoſe 
that caſt us in: Why then, keep thy Soul above 
with * be as little as may be out of his Com- 
and then all Conditions will be alike to thee. 
hat — Mejes —_ — the 1 * 
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Gov, rather than enjoy the Pleaſures of Sm for 4 
Seaſon ? He had Refper? to — 4 Fre 
ward, Yea, our Loxp Himſelf did fetch his En- 
coura ts to Sufferings from the Fore-fight of 
his Glory: For to this End He both died and roſe, 
and revived, that He might be Lord both of the 
Dead and Living, Rom. xiv. 9. Even Jeſus, the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith, for the Foy that 
was ſet before Him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing th 
Shame, and is ſet down at the Right Hand of 1b. 
rene of Gon. a 


6. ConsrDer, It is he that hath his Converſa- 
tion in Heaven, who is the profitable Chriſtian to- 
all about him: With him you may take ſwest 
Counſel, and go up to the celeſtial Houſe of Gon. 
When a Man is in a ſtrange far from 
Home, how is he of the Company of one 
ef his own Nation? How delightful is it to 
them to talk of their Country, of their Acquain- 
tance, and the Affairs of their Home ? Why, with 
a'heavenly Chriſtian thou mayſt have ſuch Diſ- 
courſe; for he hath been there in the Spirit, and 
wan tell thee of the Glory and Reſt above. To 
diſcourfe with able Men, of clear Underftandings,. 
about the Difficulties of Religion, yea, about Lan- 
and Sciences, is both ales and profita- 
e but nothing to this heavenly Diſcourſe of a 
Believer. O how refreſhing are his Expreſſions? 
How his Words pierce the Heart? How they tranſ- 
form the Hearers? Het doth his Doctrine drop as 
the Nain, and his diſlill as the. Dew, as the 
ſmall Rain upon the-tender Herb, and as the Showers 


pon the Graſs; while his Tongue is expreſſmg the 


Name ef the Loxp, and aferibing'Greatneſs to hit 
Goo This is the Man who is as Fob, . when the 
Candle of Gon did ſhine upon his Head, and when ' 
by bis Light he walked through Darkneſs : When the + 

Dd. 2. Secret: 
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Secret of Gon was upon his Tabernacle, and when 
the Almighty was yet with him Then the Ear that 
heard him, did bleſs him; and the Eye that ſaw him, 
gave Witneſs to bim, Job xxix. 3, 4, 5, 11. Hap» 

the People that have an heavenly Miniſter : 
— the Children and Servants that have an hea- 
venly Father or Maſter: Happy the Man that hath 
heavenly Aſſociates; if they have but Hearts to 
know their Happineſs. This is the Companion, 


who will watch over thy Ways; who will ſtrengthen 


thee when thou art weak; who will chear ther 
when thou art drooping, and comfort thee with the 
ame Comforts, wherewith he hath been ſo often 
comforted himſelf. This is he that will be blow. 


ing the Spark of thy Spiritual Life, and always 


drawing thy Soul to Gop, and will be ſaying to 
thee, as the Samatitan Woman, Come and ſee one 
that hath told me all that ever I did, one that hath 
raviſhed my Heart with his Beauty, one that hath 
loved our Souls to the Death: Is not this the Chrift? 
Is not the Knowledge of Gon and Him eternal Life? 
Is it not the Glory of the Saints to ſee his Glory! 
If thou travel with this Man on the Way, he will 


de _— and quickning thee in thy Journey to 
Heaven: 


thou be buying or ſelling, or trading 
with him in the World, be will be counſelling thee 
to lay out ſor the ineſtimable Treaſure: If thou 


wrong him, he can pardon thee, remembring that 


Chriff hath not only pardoned great Offences to 
him, but will alſo give him-this invaluable Portion. 


This is the Chriſtian of the right Stamp; this is the 


Servant that is like his Lox D; theſe be the Innocent 


that ſave the Iſland, and all about them are the 


better where they dwell, I fear the Men I have 
deſcribed are very rare; but were it not for our 


ſhameful Negligence, ſuch Men might we all be! 
5:0 «  GHA. 
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S thou valueſt the Comforts of a heavenly 
Converſation, I here charge thee from Gop 
to beware moſt carefully of theſe Impediments, 


Tus Firſt is, The living in a known Sin. 
Obſerve this. What Havock will this make in thy 
Soul! O the Joys that this hath deſtroyed | The 
bleſſed Communion with God, that this hath in- 
terrupted! The Ruins it hath made Mens 
Graces! The Duties that it hath And 
above all others, it is an Enemy to this great 

Iost thee in the Fear of Gop, ſtay here a 
little, and ſearch thy Heart. Art thou one that 
hath uſed Violence with thy Conſcience? Art thou 
SY Negtecter of known Duties, either publick. 
private? Art thou a Slave to thine Appetite, in 
| or Drinkin 3 other commanding 
— — of thine own Eſteem, — 
a Man that muſt needs have Mens good Opinion ? 
Art thou a peeviſh or paſſionate Perſon, ready to 
take Fire at every Word, or every ed Slight ? 
Art thou a Deceiver of others in thy Dealing? Or. 
one that hath ſet thyſelf to riſe in the World? Not 
to ſpeak of greater Sins, which all take Notice of. 
this de dy Caſe, 1 ſay, mg 
3 ; 


clipt, or that is taken in the Snare. Sin doth cut 
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Soul are very great Strangers; I dare ſay, thou art 
ſeldom with God, and there is little Home it ſhould' 


de better, as long as thou continueſt in theſe Tran- 


ons: Theſe Beams in thine Eyes will not ſuf- 

T thee to look to Heaven ; theſe will be a Cloud 
between thee.and Gop. How ſhouldft thou take 
Comfort from Heaven, who taketh ſo much Plea- 
ſure. in the Luſts of. thy Fleſh? Every wilful Sin 
will be to thy Comforts as Water to Fire; when 
thou thinkeſt to quicken them, this will quench 
them; when thy Heart begins to draw near to Gop, 


- this will. preſently fill thee with Doubting. Be- 
| fides it doth utterly indiſpoſe thee, and difable thee 


to this Work; when thou ſhouldſt wind up thy 


intangled, and can no more aſcend. in divine Me- 
ditation, than the Bird can fly. whoſe Wings are 


—— nine, therefore I ſay of this 


heavenly Life, as Mr. Bolton faith of Prayer, „Ei- 


* ther it will make thee leave Sinning, or Sin will 
make thee leave it,” and that quickly too: For 
theſe cannot continue together. If Heaven and 
Hell can meet her, then mayſt thou live in thy 
Sin, and in the Taſtes of Glory. If therefore thou 
find thyſelf guilty, never doubt but this is the Cauſe 
that thee from Heaven ; and take Heed 


leſt it keep out ther, as it keeps out thy Heart. 


Yea, if thou be a Man that hitherto haſt eſcaped, 
and knoweſt no reigning Sin in thy Soul, yet let 
this Warning move thee to Prevention, and ſtir up 
a Dread of this Danger in thy Spirit. . Eſpecially 


reſolve to keep from the Occaſions of Sin, and, as 


much as poſſible, out of the Way of Temptations. 
2. A8£conD Hindrance carefully to be avoided, 


is, An. earthly Mind: For you may eaſily con- 
ccive, that this cannot ſtand with an heavenly Mind. 


Gop- 


Heart to Heaven, it is biafſed another Way; it is 
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Gor and Mammon, Earth and Heaven, cannot 
both have the Delight of thy Heart. This makes 
thee like Anſelm's Bird, with a Stone tied to the 
Foot, which as oft as ſhe took Flight, did pluek 
her to the Earth again If thou be a Man that haſt 
fancied to thyſelf, fome Happineſs to be found on 
Earth, and beginneſt to taſte a Sweetneſs in Gain, 
and to aſpire after ar higher Eſtate, and art driving 
on thy Deſign ; believe it, thou art marching with 
thy Back upon Chrift, and art poſting apace from 
this heavenly Life. Hath not the World that from 
thee, which Gop hath from the Believer? When 
he is blefling himſelf in Gop, and rejoicing in 
Hope of the Glory to come; then thou art bleſſing 
thyſelf in thy Proſperity. C67 9 


Ir may bo thou holdeſt on thy Courſe of Duty, 
and prayeſt as oft as thou didſt before; it may be 
thou keepeſt in with good Miniſters, and with good 
Men, and ſeemeſt as forward in Religion as ever: 
But what is all this to the Purpoſe? Mock not thy 
Soul, Man; for Gop will not be mocked. Thine 
1 may conſiſt with thy common Du- 
ties; but it cannot conſiſt with this heavenly Duty. 


| need not tell thee this, if thou wouldſt not be a 
Traytor to thy own Soul: Thou- knoweſt thyſeif 
how ſeldom and cold; how curſory and ſtrange thy 
Thoughts have been of the Joys hereafter, ever 
lince thou didſt trade ſo eagerly for the World. 


Marhexks I even perceive thy Conſcience ſtir 
now, and tell thee plainly, that this is thy Caſe”: 
Hear it, Man: O hear it now; leſt thou hear it 
in another Manner when thou wouldſt be full loth. 
O the curſed Madneſs of many that ſeem to be re- 
ligious ] who thruſt themſelves into the Multitude 
of Employments, and think they can never have 
Buſineſs enough, till they: are ſo loaded _ La- 

urs, 


bours, and logged 


Heart, 
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with Cares, that their Souls are 
as unſit to converſe with GoD, as a Man to walk 


with a Mountain on his Back. And when all is 


done, and they have loſt that Heaven they might 
have had upon Earth,. they take-up a few rotten 
Arguments to prove it lawful, and then they think 


chat they have ſalved all. They miſs not the Ples - 


ſures of this heavenly Liſe, if they can but quiet 
their Conſciences, while they faſten — 
and baſcr Pleaſures, 


For. thee, O Chriſtian, who haſt taſted of bet 


Pleaſures, I adviſe- thee, . as thou-valueſt their Es. 


joyment, as ever thou would taſte. of them any 


more, take Heed of this Gulph of an earthly Mind: 


For if once thou comeſt to this, that thow wilt l. 
rich, thou falleft into Temptation, and 71 ani 
into divers fooliſh and burtful Luffs. cep thek 
Things as thy upper Rill — about 
thee, — lay them by whenever there 
is Cauſe: — — A 
as the v and Spirit, by whic 
thou u: Still — that of the Aur" 
Frienaſbip of the Wirid is Enmity with Gop: M. 


Joever — will be a Friend of the World, is th 


D. And, Love not the World, nor the 
— — World : If any Man love the Warll, 
the of the Father is not in him. This is plain 
Dealing; and happy he that faithfully receives it. 


3--A: THIRD Hindranee which I- muſt advise 
thwe to bewnre, i is, The Company of ungodly and 
— — 

onv or them 
of Love: Nor would 1 have — the © 
be Dogs and Swine, that do thou mayſt evade the 
the Duty of Reproof ; nor yet to judge them ſuch 
— before thou art certain they 8 
7 
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Zur it is the unneceſſary Society of ungodly 
Men, and Familiarity with unprofitable Compa- 
nions, though they be not ſo apparently ungodly, 
that I diſſuade you from. It. is not only the open 
Prophane, the Swearer, the Drunkard, that will 
prove hurtful to us; but dead-hearted Formaliſts, 
or Perſons merely civil and moral, or whoſe Con- 
ference is empty, unfavoury, and barren, may 
much divert our Thoughts from Heaven. As mere 
Idleneſs, and forgetting Gop, will keep a Soul as 
certainly from Heaven, as a 1 licentious, 
fleſbly Life: So alſo will uſeleſs Company as ſurely 
keep our Hearts from Heaven, as the Company of 
Men more diſſolute and prophane. Alas, our Dul- 
neks and Backwardneſs is ſuch, that we have Need 
of the moſt conſtant and powerful Helps: A Clod, 
or a Stone that lies on the Earth, is as prone to a- 
riſe and fly in the Air, as our Hearts are to move 
towards Heaven, You need not hold them from 
lying up to the Skies; it is ſufficient that you do 
not help them. If our Spirits have not great Aſ- 
ſiſtanc e, they may eaſily be kept from flying aloft, 
though . they never ſhould meet with the leaſt Im- 
1 O think of this in the Choice of your 
Company: When your Spirits need no Help to liſt 
them up, but as the Flames, you are always mount- 
ing upward, and carrying with you all that is in 
your Way, then you may indeed be leſs careful of 
your Company; but till then be careful therein. 
As it is reported of a Lord that was near his Death, 
and the Doctor that prayed with him read over the 
Litany, For all Women labouring with Child, for all 
fick Perſons, and young Children, &c. From Light» 
ning and Tempeſt; from Plague, Peflilence, and Fu- 
mine; from Battle and Murder, and. from ſudden 
Death. Alas, faith he, what is this to me, who 
muſt preſently die? So mayſt thou ſay of ſuch Mens 
Conference, Alas, what is this to me, who mult 
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ſhortly be in Reſt ? What will it advantage 
to a Life with Gap, to hear where the Fair is ſuch 
2 Day, or how the Market goes, or what Weather 
it is, or is like to be, or when the Moon changed, 
or what News is ſtirring? What will it conduceto 
the raiſing thy Heart Gon-ward, to hear that this 
is an able Miniſter, or that an able Chriſtian, or 
that this was an excellent Sermon, or that is an ex- 
cellent Book; to hear a Diſcourſe of Baptiſms, Ce- 
remonies, the Order of God's Decrees, or other 
ſuch Controverſies of great Difficulty, and leſs Im- 
—— Vet this, for the moſt Part, is the ſweetelt 
Diſcourſe that you are likely to have of a formal 
dead - hearted Profeſfor. If thou hadſt newly been 
N Heart with the Joys above, would 
not this Diſcourſe quickly freeze it again ? 1 appeal 
to the Judginent of any Man that hath tried it, and 
maketh Obſervations on the Frame of his Spirit. 


4. A FourTH Hindranee to heavenly Conver- 

l Ktion, is, Diſputes about leſſer Truths, and eſpe- 
i cially when a Man's Religion lies only in his Opi- 
1 ions; a ſure Sign of an unſanctiſied Soul. If fad 
1 Examples be regarded, I need ſay the leſs upon this. 
= Jt is legibly written in the Faces of Thoufands; it 
| is viſible in the Complexion of our diſeaſed Nation. 

They are Men leaſt acquainted with a heavenly 

| Life, who are the violent Diſputers about the Cit- 

| eumſtantials of Religion: He whaſe Religion is all 

In his Opinions, will be maſt frequently and zen- 

louſiy ſpeaking his Opinions; and he whoſe Reli 

Son lies in the Knowledge and Love of Gop in 

.Chrift, of that Time when he ſhall enjoy Gop and 

Ari. As the Body doth lamguiſh in conſuming 

Fevers, when the native Heat 'abates within, and 

and unnatural Heat inſlaming the external Pam 

ſucceeds; ſo when the Zeal of a Chriſtian dot! 

leave the Lnternals of Religion, and fly * 


thee 
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nals or inferior Thi the Soul muſt need con- 
ſume and languiſh. Yea, though you were ſure 
your Opinions were true, yet when the Chief of 
your Zeal is turned thither, and the Chief of your 
Conference there laid out, the Life of Grace do- 
cays within. | 


| Tj8gREFORE: let me adviſe you that aſpire af- 

ter this joyous: Liſe, ſpead not your Thoughts, 
your. Time, your Zeal, or your yu 
Quarrels that leſs concern your Souls: But when 
others are feeding) on Huſks or Shells, or on this 
heated Food which will burn their Lips, far ſooner: 
than warm and their Hearts; then do 
you feed on the Joys above. I could wiſh you 
were all underſtanding Men, able to defend every 
Truth of Gon; but ſtill I would have the chief 
to be chiefly ſtudied, and none to ſhoulder out 
Thoughts of Eternity: Ihe leaſt controverted 
ints are uſually moſt” weighty, and of moſt ne- 
ceſſary Uſe to our Souls. 


5. As value the Comforts: of a 

Lite, take of a proud and lofty: Spirit: There 
is ſuch an Antipathy between this Sin and GoÞ, 
that thou wilt never get thy Heart near Him, as 
long as this prevailech in it. If it caſt the Angels 
from Heaven that were in it, it muſt needs keep 
thy Heart eſtranged from it. If it caſt our firſt 
Parents out of Paradiſe, and ſeparated between the 
Loan and us, it muſt nerds keep our Hearts from 
Paradiſe, and increaſe the curſed Separation from 
our Gop. The Delight of Gop' is an humble 
Soul, even him that is contrite, and trembleth at 
his Word; and the Delight of an humble Soul is 
in Gon: And ſure where there is mutual Delight, 
there will be freeſt Admittance, and heartieſt Wel- 
come, and moſt frequent Converſe, Well _ 
bd £ 
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Art thou a'Man of Worth in thine own Eyes! 
And very tender of thine Eſteem with others? Art 
thou one that much valueſt Applauſe and feeleſt 
Delight when thou heareſt of thy great Eſteem 
with Men; and art dej when thou heareſt 
that Men flight thee? Doſt thou love thoſe moſt 
who beſt honour thee; and doth thy Heart bear a 
Grudge at thoſe that thou thinkeſt undervalue thee! 
Wilt thou not be brought to ſhame thyſelf, by hum- 
ble Confeſſion when thou haſt ſinned againſt'Gop, 
or injured thy Brother? Art thou one that ho- 
noureſt the Rich? And thinkeſt 1 r Some · body 
if they value and own thee ? But lookeſt ſtrangely 
at the Poor, and art almoſt aſhamed to be theic 
Companion? Art thou unacquainted with the De- 
ceitfulneſs and Wickedneſs of thy Heart? Or 
knoweſt thyſelf to be vile only by reading not by 
feeling thy Vileneſs? Art thou readier to defend 
thyſelf — maintain thine Innocency, than to ac- 
cuſe thyſelf, or confeſs thy Fault? Canſt thou 
hardly hear a cloſe Reproof, or plain Dealing with- 
out Difficulty and Diſtaſte? Art thou ier in 
thy Diſcourſe to teach than to learn; and to dic- 


Art thou bold and confident of thy own Opinions, 
and little ſuſpicious of the Weakneſs of thy Under- 
ſtanding? But a Slighter of the Judgment of all 
that are againſt thee? Is thy Spirit more diſpoſed 
to command than to obey? Art thou ready to 
cenſure the Doctrine of thy Teachers, the Actions 


of thy Rulers, and the Perſons of thy Brethren?! 
And to think, if thou wert a Judge, thou wouldſt 


be more juſt; or if thou wert a Miniſter, thou 
wouldſt more fruitful and more faithful ? If 
theſe Symptoms be in thy Heart, bevond Doubt 
thou art a proud Perſon, "Thou art abominably 


proud ; there is too much of Hell abiding in thee, 


for thee to have any Acquaintance at Heaven: 22 


tate to others, than to hearken to their Inſtructions? 
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Soul is too like the Devil, to have any Familiarity 
with God. 


'1T ENTREAT you be very jealous of your Souls 
in this Point; There is nothing will moreeſtrange 


you from Gop: I ſpeak the more of it, becauſe 


it is the moſt common and dangerous Sin, and 
moſt promoting the great Sin of Infidelity: You 
would little think what humble pos what 
exclaiming againſt Pride, what ſelf-· accuſing may 
ſtand with this deviliſh Sin of Pride: O Chriſtian, 
if thou wouldſt live continually in the Preſence of 
thy LorD, and lie in the Duſt, He would thence 
take thee up; deſcend firſt with Him into the Grave, 
and thence thou mayſt aſcend with Him to Glory. 
Learn of Him to be meek and lowly, and then 
thou mayſt taſte of this Reſt to thy Soul. Thy 
Soul ee will be as the troubled Sea, which can- 
not reſt : And inſtead of theſe ſweet Delights in 
Gop, thy Pride will fill thee with perpetual Diſ- 
quietneſs. 


6. ANOTHER Impediment to this Heavenly 
Life, is, Lazineſs, and Slothfulneſs of Spirit: And 
[ verily think for knowing Men, there is nothing 
hinders more than this. If it were only the Ex- 
erciſe of the Body, the moving of the Lips, the 
bending of the ” Fong then Men would as com- 
monly ſtep to Heaven, as they go a few Miles to 
viſit a Friend; yea, if it were to ſpend our Days 
in numbring Beads, and repeating certain Words 
and Prayers, or in the outward Parts of Duties 


commanded by Gop, yet it were comparatively 
eaſy : Further, if it were only in the Exerciſe of 
Parts and Gifts, it were eaſier to be heavenly- ' - 


minded. But it is a Work more difficult than 
all this: To ſeparate our Thoughts and Affections 


from the World; to draw forth all our Graces in 
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their Order, and.exerciſe each on its proper Object, 
to hold them to this, *till the Work doth thrive 
and proſper in their Hands! this is the difficult 
Taſk. Heaven is above thee, the Way is up- 
wards: Doſt thou thinl,, who art a feeble Sinner, 
to travel daily this ſteep Aſcent without a great 
deal of Labour and Reſolution ? Canſt thou get that 
earthly Heart to Heaven, and bring that backward 
Mind to Gop, while thou lieſt ſtill, and takeſt 
thine Eaſe ? If lying down at the Foot of the Hill, 
and looking toward the Top, and wiſhing we were 
there, would ferve the Turn, then we ſhould 
have daily Travellers for Heaven. But the Krng- 
dom of Heaven juffereth Violence, and the Vialent 
take it by Force. | There muſt be Violence uſed 
to get the Firſt-Fruits, as well as to get the full 
Poſſeſſion. Doſt thou not feel it ſo, though I 
ſhould not tell thee? Will thy Heart get upwards, 
except thou drive it? Doſt thou find it caſy to dwell 
in the Delights above? It is true, the Work is 
- tweet, and no Condition on Earth fo deſirable; 
but therefore it is that our Flearts are fo backward, 
eſpecially in the Beginning, till we are acquaint- 
cd with it. O how many who can eaſtly bring 
their. Hearts to ordinary Duties, as Rezding, Hear- 
ing, Praying, Conſerring, could never yet in all 
their Lives, bring them, and keep them to an hea- 
venly Contemplation one half Hour together 
Conlider here, Reader, as before the Lok p, whe- 
ther this be not thine own Caſe. Thou haft known 
that Heaven is all thy Hopes; thou knoweſt thou 
muſt ſbortly be turned hence, and that nothing 
below can yield thee Reſt; thou knoweſt alſo, that 
a ſtrange — a ſeldom and careleſs thinking 
of Heaven, can fetch but little Comfort thence; 
and doſt thou yet for all this let flip thy Oppor- 
tunities, when thou ſhouldſt walk above, and live 
with Gop? Doſt thou commend the * 
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of an heavenly Life, and yet didſt never once try 
it thyſelf ? But as the Sluggard that ſtretched him- 
ſelf on his Bed, and cried, O that this were 
working! ſo doſt thou live at thy Eaſe, and fay, 
O that I could get my Heart to Heaven! How 
many read Books, and hear Sermons, in Expecta- 
tion to hear of ſome eaſy Courſe, or to meet with 
a ſhorter Cut to Comforts, than ever they are'like 
to find? And if they can hear of none from the 
Preachers of Truth, they will ſnatch it with Rejoy- 
cing from the Teachers of Falſhood; and preſent- 
ly applaud the Excellency of the DoQtrine, becauſe 
it hath fitted their lazy Temper; and think there 
is no other Doctrine will comfort the Soul, be- 
cauſe it will not comfort it with hearing and look - 
ing on. And while they pretend Enmity only to 
the Law, they oppoſe the eaſier Conditions of the 
Goſpel, and caſt off the Burden which all muſt 
bear that find Reſt to their Souls: The Lord of 
Light, and Spirit of Comfort, ſhew theſe Men in 
Time, a furer Way for laſting Comfort. It was 
an eſtabliſhed Law among the Argi, That if a 
Man were perceived to be idle and lazy, he muſt 
give an Account before the Magiſtrate, how he 
came by his Victuals and Maintenance: And fure, 
when I ſee theſe Men lazy in the Uſe of God's 
appointed Means for Comfort, I cannot but queſ- 
tion how they come by their Comforts: I would 
they would examine it throughly themſelves ; for 
Gop will require an Account of it from them. 
Idleneſs, and not improving the Truth in painful 
Duty, is the common Cauſe of Mens ſeeking Com- 
fort from Error: Even as the People of ſrael, when 
they had no comfortable Anſwer from Gon, be- 
cauſe of their own Sin and Neglect, would run 
to ſeek it from the Idols of the Heathens: So when 
Men are falſe-hearted, and the-Spirit of Truth de- 
n,. mies 
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- nies them Comfort, becauſe they deny Him Obedi- 


ence, they will ſeek it from a lying Spirit. 
Mv Advice to ſuch a lazy Sinner, is this: As 


thou art convicted that this Work is 2 to 
thy Comfort ſo reſolvedly ſet upon it: If thy Heart 


draw back, and be undiſpoſed, force it on with 
the Command of Reaſon; and if thy Reaſon begin 
to diſpute the Work, force it with producing the 
Command of Gop; and quicken it with the Con- 
ſideration of thy Neceflity, and the other Motives 
before propounded : And let the Enforcements that 
brought thee to the Work, be ſtill in thy Mind to 
quicken thee in it. Do not let ſuch an incom- 
parable Treaſure lie before thee, while thou lieſt 
ſill with thy Hand in thy Boſom: Let not thy 
Life be a continual Vexation, which might be a 
continual Feaſt, and all becauſe thou wilt not be 


- at the Pains. . When thou haſt once tafted the 


Sweetneſs of it, and a little uſed thy Heart to the 
Work, thou wilt find the Pains thou takeſt abun- 
dantly recompenced. Only fit not ſtill with a diſ- 
conſolate Spirit, while Comforts grow before thine 
Eyes. Neither is it a few formal, lazy, running 

houghts, that will fetch thee this Confolation 


from above: No more than a few lazy formal 


Words will prevail with Gop inſtead of fervent 
Prayer. I know Chrift is the Founta'n, and I 
know, this, as every other Gift, is of Gop : But 
yet if thou aſk my Advice, how to obtain theſe 


Waters of Conſolation ; I muſt tell thee, There is 


ſomething alſo. for thee to do: The Goſpel hath its 
Conditions, and Works, though not ſuch impoſ- 
üble ones, as the Law; . hath his Voke and 
his Burden, though eaſy, and thou muſt take it up, 
or thou wilt never find Reſt to thy Soul. I know 
ſo far as you are ſpiritual, you need not all this 
Striving and Violence, but that is but in Part, and 

in 
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in Part you are carnal; and as long as it is ſe, 
there is no Talk of Eaſe. It was the Parthians 
Cuſtom, that none muſt give their Children any 
Meat in the Morning, before they ſaw the Sweat 
on their Faces; and you ſhall find this to be God's 
moſt uſual Courſe, not to give his Children the 
Taſte of his Delights, till they begin to ſweat in 
ſeeking after them. Therefore lay them both to- 
gether, and judge whether an heavenly Life, or 
thy Caſe be better; and make the Choice accord- 
ingly. Yet this let me ſay, Thou needeſt not 
expend thy Thoughts more than now thou doſt ; 
it is but only to employ them better : I preſs thee 
not to buſy thy Mind much more than thou doſt: 


But to buſy it upon better and more pleaſant Ob- 


—4 Employ but ſo many ſerious Thoughts every 
Day, upon the excellent Glory of the Life to 
come, as thou now employeſt on the Affairs in the 
World: Nay, as thou daily loſeſt on Vanities, and 
thy Heart will be at Heaven in a ſhort Space. 


7. Ir is alſo a dangerous Hindrance, to con- 
tent ourſelves with the meer Preparatives to this 
heavenly Life, while we are Scrangers to the Life 
itſelf: When we take up with the mere Studies of 
heavenly Things, and the Notions and Thoughts 
of them in our Brain, or the talking of them 
with one another, as if this were all that makes 
us heavenly People. There is none in more Dart- 
ger of this Snare, than thoſe that are much in 
publick Duty, eſpecially Preachers of the Goſpel. 
O how eafily may they be deceived here, while 
they do nothing more than read of Heaven, and 
ſtudy of Heaven, and preach of Heaven, and pray, 
and talk of Heaven? What, is not this the hea- 
venly Life? O that Gop would reveal to our 
Hearts the Danger of this Snare. Alas, all this is 
but mere Preparation: This is not the Life we 
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ſpeak of, tho” it is a Help hereto. I entreat every 
one of my Bretheren in the Miniſtry, that they 
ſearch and watch againſt this Temptation: This is 
| but gathering the Materials, and not the erecting 
the Building: This is but gathering Manna for o- 
thers, not eating and digeſting ourſelves; as he 
that fits at Home may ſtudy Geopraphy, and draw 
moſt exact Deſcriptions of Countries, and yet ne- 
ver fee them, nor travel toward them: So may 
you deſcribe to others the Joys of Heaven, and 
2 never come near it in your own Hearts: If you 
ſhould ſtudy of nothing but Heaven while you lived, 
and preach of 7 Heaven to your People, 
yet might your own Hearts be Strangers to it; we 
are under a more ſubtle Temptation than other 
Men, to draw us from this heavenly Life: If 
our Employments lay at a greater Diſtance from 
Heaven, we ſhould not be ſo apt to be thus delud- 
ed: But when we find ourſelves employed upon 
nothing elſe, we are calierdrawn to take up here: 
Studying and preaching of Heaven is liker to an 
heavenly Life, than thinking and talking of the 
World is, and the Likeneſs is it that may deceive 
us: This is to die the moſt miſerable Death, even 
to famiſh ourſelves, becauſe we have Bread on 
our Tables, and to die for Thirſt while we draw 
Water for others: Thinking it enough that we 
have daily to do with it, thaugh we never drink 
a, 
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oc U cc 
CH AP. IV. | 
Some general Helps to Heaventy-mindedneſs. 


AviNG thus ſhewed thee what Hindrances 

will refiſt thee in the Work: I ſhall now 
lay down ſome poſitive Helps. But firſt, I 
expect that thou reſolve againſt the forementioned 
Impediments, that thou read them ſeriouſly, and 
avoid them faithfully, or elſe thy Labour will be 
all in vain; thou doſt but go about to reconcile 
Light and Darkneſs, Chri/t and Belial, Heaven 
and Hell in thy Spirit: I muſt tell thee alſo, that 
expect thy Promiſe, faithfully to ſet upon the 
Helps which -I preſcribe thee, and that the Read- 
ing of them will not bring Heaven into thy Heart, 
but in their conſtant Practice the Spirit will do it. 


As thou valueſt then theſe Foretaſtes of Heaven, 
make Conſcience of performing, theſe following 


Duties. 


1. K Now Heaven to be the only Treaſure, and 
labour to know what a Treaſure it is; be con- 
vinced that thou haſt no other Happineſs, and be 
convinced what Happineſs is there: If thou doſt 
not ſoundly believe it to be the chief Good, thou 
wilt never ſet thy Heart upon it; and this Con- 
viction muſt ſink into thy Affections: For if it be 
only a Notion, it will have little Operation. 


2. LABOUR as to know Heaven to be the ny 
Happineſs, ſo alſo to be thy Happineſs. Thoug 
| the 
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the Knowledge of Excellency and Suitablene{ 
may ſtir up that Love which worketh by Deſire, 
yet there muſt be the Knowledge of our Intereſt 
or Propriety, to the ſetting at Work our Love of 
Complacency. We may confeſs Heaven to be the 
beſt Condition, though we deſpair of enjoying it; 
and we may deſire and ſeek it, if we ſee the Ob 
tainment to be but probable ; but we can never 
delightfully rejoice in it, *till we are perſuaded of 
our Title to it. What Comfort is it to a Ma 
that is naked, to ſee the rich Attire of others! 
Or, to a Man that hath not a Bit to put in his 
Mouth, to ſee a Feaſt which he muſt not taſk 
of? What Delight hath a Man that hath not: 
Houſe to put his Head in, to ſee the ſumptuous 
Buildings of others ? Would not all this rather in- 
creaſe his Anguiſh, and make him more ſenſible 
of his Miſery ? So, for a Man to know the Excel- 
lencies of Heaven, and not to know whether he 
ſhall ever enjoy them, may well raiſe Defire to 
feek it, but it will raiſe but little Joy and Con- 
tent. | 


3. ANOTHER Help to the Foretaſte of Reſt is 
this : Labour to apprehend how near it is; think 
ſeriouſly of its ſpeedy Approach. That which we 
think is near at Hand, we are more ſenſible of 
than that which we behold at a Diſtance. When 
we hear of War or Famine in another Country, 
it troubleth us not ſo much ; or if we hear it pro- 
_m_ of a long Time hence; ſo if we hear o 

lenty a great Way off, or of a Golden Age that 


ſhall fall out, who knows when, this never te- 
joiceth us. But if Judgments or Mercies draw 
near, then they affect us. This makes Men think 
on Heaven ſp inſenſibly, becauſe they conceit it at 
a great Diſtance : They look on it as wor” ol 
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thirty, or forty Years off; and this is it that dulls 


their Senſe. As wicked Men are fearleſs and 
ſenſleſs of Judgment, becauſe the Sentence 1s not 
ſpeedily executed ; ſo are the Good deceived of 
their Comforts, by ſuppoſing them farther off than 
they are. How much better were it to receive the 
Sentence of Death in ourſelves, and to look on 
Eternity as near at Hand ? Surely, Reader, thou 
andeſt at the Door, and hundreds of Diſeaſes are 
ready waiting to open the Door and let thee in. 
Are not the thirty or forty Years of thy Life that 
are paſt, quickly gone ? Are they not a very little 
Time when thou lookeſt back on them? And will 
not all the reſt be ſhortly ſo too? Do not Days 
and Nights come very thick? Doſt thou not feel 
that Building of Fleſh to ſhake, and perceive thy 
Houſe of Clay to totter ? Luok on thy Glaſs, ſee 
how. it runs: Look on thy Watch, how faſt it 
getteth ; what a ſhort Moment is between us and 
our Reſt; what a Step is it from hence to Ever- 
laſtingneſs ? While I am thinking and writing of 
it, it haſteth near, and I am even entering into it 
before I am aware. While thou art reading this, 
it poſteth on, and thy Life will be gone as a Tale 
that is told. Mayſt thou not eaſily foreſee thy 
dying Time, and look upon thyſelf as ready to 
depart ? It is but a few Days till thy Friends ſhall 
lay thee in the Grave, and others do the like for 
them, If you verily believed you ſhould die To- 
morrow, how ſeriouſly would you think of Hea- 
ven To- night? The true Apprehenſions of the 
Nearneſs of Eternity, doth make Men's Thoughts 
of it quick and piercing; put Life into their Fears 
and Sorrows, if they be unfit; and into their De- 
fires and Joys, if they have Aſſurance of its 


Glory. | 


4 Axo- 
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4. AxoTHER Help to this is, to be much in 
ſerious diſcourſing of it, eſpecially with thoſe tha 
can ſpeak from their Hearts. It is Pity (faith M. 
Bolton) that Chriſtians ſhould ever meet together, 
without ſome Talk of their Meeting in Heaven: 
It is Pity ſo much precious Time is ſpent in vain 
Diſcourſes and uſeleſs Diſputes, and not a ſober 
Word of Heaven. Methinks we ſhould meet to. 
gether on Purpoſe to warm our Spirits with Cl. 
courſing of our Reſt. To hear a Miniſter or pri 
vate Chriſtian ſet forth that glorious State, with 
Power and Life from the Promiſes of the Goſpe, 
methinks ſhould make us ſay, as the two Diſciple, 
Did not our Hearts burn within us, while He wa 
opening to us the Scripture While he was opening 
to us the Windows of Heaven? Get then togr 
ther Fellow-Chriftians, and talk of the Affairs d 
your Country and Kingdom, and comfort one 2. 
other with ſuch Words. This may make ov 


Hearts revive within us, as it did Jacob's to heat in 
the Meſſage that called him to Goſhen, and to fe I 
the Chariots that ſhould bring him ww 0 .. 
that we were furniſhed with Skill and Reſolution 11 
to turn the Stream of Mens common Diſcourſe v8 - 
theſe more ſublime and precious Things ! An _ 
when Men begin to talk of Things unprofitable, .. 
that we could tell how to put in a Word for Her |. 
ven. | an 


. 5. Axo rum Help is this, make it thy Bu 
neſs in every Duty, to wind up thy Affection 
nearer Heaven. A Man's Attainments from God 
are anſwerable to his own Deſires and End FI 
that which he ſincerely ſeeks he finds; Gon 
End in the Inſtitution of his Ordinances was, thi ©* 
- be as ſo many Stepping-Stones to our Rell 
and as the Stairs by which (in Subordination # 
 Chrifl) we may daily aſcend unto it in our . 
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ſections: Let this be thy End in uſing them, as it 
was Gop's End in ordaining them; and doubtleſs 
they will not be unſucceſsful, Men that are ſe- 
parated by Sea and Land, can yet by Letters car- 
ry on great Trades, even to the Value of their 
whole Eſtate : And may not a Chriſtian in the 
wiſe Improvement of Duties, drive on this happy 
Trade for Reſt ? Come not therefore with an 
lower Ends to Duties: Renounce Formality, Cuſ- 
tomarineſs. and Applauſe. When thou kneeleſt 
down in ſecret or publick Prayer, let it be in 
Hope to get thy Heart nearer Gon before thou 
riſeſt off thy Knees : When thou openeſt thy Bible 
or other Books, let it be with this Hope, to meet 
with ſome Paſſage of Divine Truth, and fome 
ſuch Bleſſings of the Spirit with it, as may raiſe 
thine Affections nearer Heaven: When thou art 
ſetting thy Foot out of thy Door to go to the pub- 
lick Worſhip, ſay, I hope to meet with ſomewhat 
from Gop that may raiſe my Affections before I 
return; I hope the Spirit will give me the Meet- 
ing, and ſweeten my Heart with thoſe: celeſtial 
Delights; I hope that Chri/? will appear to me in 
the Way, and ſhine about me with Light from 
Heaven, and let me hear his inſtructing and re- 
viving Voice, and cauſe the Scales to fall from 
mine Eyes, that I may ſee more of that G 
than I ever yet ſaw; I hope before I return to 
my Houſe, my Lok will take my Heart in Hand, 
and bring it within the View of Reſt, and ſet it 
before his Father's Preſence, that I may return, 
as the Shepherds from the heavenly Viſion, glo- 
rifying and praiſing Gop. Remember alſo to 
pray for th that God would put ſome 
divine Meſſage into his Mouth, which may leave 
an heavenly Reliſh on thy Spirit. | 
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Ir theſe were our Ends, and this our Courſe 
when we ſet to Duty, we ſhould not be ſo ſtrange 
as we are to Heaven. 


6. AnoTHER Help is this: Make an Advan- 
tage of every Object thou ſeeſt, and of every Paſ- 
ſage of divine Providence, and of every Thing 
that befals in thy Labour and Calling, to mind 
thy Soul of its approaching Reft. As all Provi- 
dences and Creatures are Means to our Reft, ſo 
do they point us to that as their End. Ever 
Creature hath the Name of Gop and of our final 
Reſt written upon it, which a conſiderate Believer 
may as truly diſcern, as he can read upon a Hand 
in a Croſs-way the Name of the Town or City it 
13 to. This ſpiritual Uſe of Creatures and 

ovidences is Gop's great End in beſtowing them 
on Man; and he that overlooks this End, muſt 
needs rob Gop of his chief Praiſe, and deny Him 
the greateſt Part of his Thanks. This Relation 
that our preſent Mercies have to our great eternal 
Mercies, is the "oy Quinteſſence and Spirit of 
all theſe Mercies ; therefore do they loſe the very 
Spirit of all their Mercies, and take nothing but 
the Huſks, who overlook this Relation, and draw 
not forth the Sweetneſs of it in their Contempla- 
tions. God's ſweeteſt Dealings with us would 
not be half ſo ſweet as they are, if they did not 
intimate ſome further Sweetneſs. As ourſelves 
have a fleſhly and a ſpiritual Subſtance, ſo have 
our Mercies a fleſhly and a ſpiritual Uſe, and are 
fitted to the nouriſhing of both our Parts. He that 
receives the carnal Part, and no more, may have 
his Body comforted by them, but not his Soul. O 
therefore that Chriſtians were ſkilled in this Art! 
You can open your Bibles, and read there of Gon 
and of Glory: O learn to open the Creatures, 
and the ſeveral Paſſages of Providence, to 1 5 of 
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Gop and Glory there. Certainly by ſuch a ſkil- 
ful Improvement we might have a fuller Taſte of 
Chriſt and Heaven, in every Bit we eat, and in 
every Draught we drink, than moſt Men have in 
the bee of e Sacrament. 12 


Ir thou proſper in the World, let it make ther 
more ſenſible of thy perpetual Proſperity: If thou 
be weary of thy Labours, let it make thy Thoughts 
of Reſt more ſweet: If Things go croſs with thee, 
let it make thee more — deſire that Day, 
when all thy Sufferings and Sorrows ſhall ceaſe. 
Is thy Body refreſhed with Food or Sleep? Re- 
member the unconceivable Refreſhings with Chri/?. 
Doſt thou hear any News that makes thee glad ? 
Remember what glad Tidings it will be to hear 
the Sound of the Trump of Gop, and the abſolv- 
ing Sentence of ri our Judge. Art thou de- 
lighting thyſelf in the Society of the Saints ? Re- 
member the everlaſting amiable Society thou ſhalt 
have with perfected Saints in Reſt. Is Gop com- 
municating Himſelf to thy Spirit? Remember that 
Time when thy Joy ſhall be full. Doſt thou hear 
or feel the Tempeſt of Wars, or ſee any Cloud 
of Blood ariſing? Remember the Day that thou 
ſhalt be houſed with Chr:/?, where there is nothing 
but Calmneſs and aimiable Union, and where we 
ſhall ſolace ourſelves in perfect Peace, under the 
Wings of the Prince of Peace. Thus you may fee 
what Advantages to an heavenly Life every Con- 


dition and Creature doth afford us, if we have but 


Hearts to apprehend and improve them. 


7. AxoTHER ſingular Help is this: Be much 
m that Angelical Work of Praiſe. As the moſt 
heavenly Spirits will have the moſt heavenly Em- 
ployment, ſo the more heavenly the Employment, 
the more will it make the Spirit heavenly : The” 

Vor. XXXVII. Ff che 
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the Heart be the Fountain of all our Actions, yet 
do thoſe Actions, by a Kind of Reflection, work 
much on the Heatt from whence they ſpring: 
The like alſo may be ſaid of our Speeches. 85 
that the Work of praiſing Gop, being the moſt 
| heavenly Work, is likely to raiſe us to the moſt 
heavenly Lemper. This is the Work of thoſe 
Saints and Angels, and this will be our own ever- 
laſting Work: If we were more taken up in this 
Employment now, we ſhould be liker.to what we 
ſhall be then. When Ari/totle was aſked what he 
thought of Muſick, he anſwers, Fovem negue ca- 
nere, negue citharam pulſare ; that Fupiter did nei- 
ther ſing, nor play on the Harp; thinking it an 
unprofitable Art to Men, which was no, more de- 
lightful to Gop. But Chriſtians may better argue 
from the like Ground, that ſinging of Praiſe is a 
moſt profitable Duty, becauſe it is as it were. ſo 
delightful to Cop Hunfelf, that He hath, made it 
his Peoples eternal Work; for they ſhall ſing the 
Song of Moles, and the Song of the Lamb. As De- 
ſire, and Faith, and Hope are of ſhorter Conti- 
nuance than Love and Joy; ſo alſo Preaching, 
and Prayer, and. Sacraments, and all Means for 
Confirmation, and Expreſſion of Faith and Hope 
ſhall. ceaſe, when our Thanks, and Praiſe, and 
triumphant Expreſſions of Love and Joy ſhall abide 
for ever. The livelieſt Emblem of Heaven that 
I know upon Earth is, When the People of Gop 
in the deep Senſe of his Excellency and, Bounty, 
from Hearts abounding with Love and Joy, join 
together both in Heart and Voice, in the chear- 
ful and melodious ſinging of his Praiſes. Thoſe 
that deny the Uſe of Singing, diſcloſe their un- 
beavenly unexperienced Hearts, as well as their ig- 
norant Underſtandings. Had they felt the heavenly 
Delights that many of their Brethren in ſuch Du- 
ties.have felt, they would have been of * 
| nd! 
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Mind! And whereas they are wont to queſtion, 
whether ſuch Delights be genuine, or any better 
than carnal or deluſive? Surely, the very Reliſh of 
Gop and Heaven that is in them, the Example 
of the Saints in Scripture, whoſe Spirits have been 
raiſed by the ſame Duty, and the Command of 
Scripture for the Uſe of this Means,. one would 


think ſhould quickly deſtroy the Controverſy. 
And a Man may as truly fay of theſe Delights, 


as of the Teſtimony of the Spirit, that they wit- 
neſs themſelves to be of Gov. 


Lir rig do we know how we wrong ourſelves, 


by ſhutting out of our Prayers the Praiſes of Gop, 
or allowing them ſo narrow a Room as we uſually 
do. Reader, I entreat thee, remember this: Let 
Praiſes have a larger Room in thy Duties: Keep 
ready at Hand Matter to feed thy Praiſe, as well 
as Matter for Confeffion and Petition, To this 
End ftudy the Excellencies and Goodneſs of the 
Loky, as frequently as thy own Neceſſities and 
Vilenefs; ſtudy the Mercies which thou haſt re- 
ceived, and which are promiſed ; both their own 
Worth and their aggravating Circumſtances, as 
often us thou ſtudieſt the Sins thou haſt committed. 
O let Gop's Praiſe be much in your Mouths. Se- 
ven Times a Day did David praiſe Him: Yea, 
his Praife was continually of Him. As he that 
offereth Praiſe, 2 Gop, fo doth he moſt 
lad 


rejoice and is own Soul, Offer therefore the 
Sacrifice of Prof continually : In the Mid/i of the 
Church let us fing his Praiſe. | 


I covrks, to-a Man'of a languiſhing Body, 


where the Heart faints, and the Spirits are feeble, 
the chearful praiſing of God is more difficult; be- 


cauſe the Body is the Soul's Inſtrument, and when 


it lies unſtringed; or untuned, the Mufick is like- 
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iy to be accordingly. Yet a ſpiritual Chearfulneſs 
ere may he within, and the Heart may praiſe, 
if not the Voice. But where the Body is ſtrong, 
the Spirits lively, and the Heart chearſul, and the 
Voice at Command, what Advantage have ſuch. 
for this heavenly Work? With what Alacrity 
may they ſing forth Praiſes? O the Madneſs of 
healthful Youth that lay out this Vigour of Body 
and Mind upon vain Delights, which is ſo fit for 
the nobleſt Work of Men! And O the ſinful Fol- 
ly of many who drench their Spirits in continual 
Sadneſs, and waſte their Days in Complaints and 
Groans, and ſo make themſelves unfit for- this 
ſweet and heavenlyWork ! That when they ſhould 
join with the People of Gop in his Praiſes, and 
delight their Souls in ſinging to his Name, they 
are ſtudying their. Miſeries, and ſo rob Gop of 
his Praiſe, and themſelves of their Solace. But 
the greateſt gage Bi of our Comfort in this Ts 
is our ſticking in the Tune and Melody, and ſut- 
fering the Heart to be all the while idle, which 
ſhould perform the chief Part of the Work. 


8. ANOTHER Thing I will adviſe you to is 
this : Be a careful Obſerver of the Drawings of. 
the Spirit, and fearful of quenching its Motions, 
of reſiſting its Workings: If ever thy Soul get 
above this Earth, and get acquainted with this 
living in Heaven, the Spirit of Gop muſt be to 
thee as the Chariot to Elijab; yea, the very liv- 
ing Principle by which thou muſt move and aſ- 
cend to Heaven. O then grieve nat. thy Guide, 
quench not thy Life : If thou doſt, no Wonder if 


thy Soul be at a Loſs ; you little think how much 
the Life of all your Graces depends upon your rea» 
dy and cordial Obedience to the Spirit: When the 
Spirit urgeth thee to ſecret Prayer, and thou re- 


fyſeſt Obedience; when He forbids thee a known 
| a Trabf(- 
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Tranſgreſſion, and yet thou wilt go on; when 
He telleth thee which is the Way, and which 
not, and thou wilt not regard, no Wonder if 
Heaven and thy Soul be ſtrange : If thou wilt not 
follow the Spirit while it would draw thee to 
Chrift, and to Duty; how ſhould it lead thee 
to Heaven, and bring thy Heart into the Preſence 
of Gor ? O what bold Acceſs ſhall that Soul find 
in its Approaches to the Almighty, that is accuſ- 
tomed to a conſtant obeying of the Spirit ! And 
how backward, how dull, and firange, and a- 
ſhamed will he be to theſe Addteſſes, who hath 
long uſed to break away from the Spirit that 
would have guided him ! I beſeech thee learn 
well this „and try this Courſe ; let not the 
Motions of thy Body only, but the Thoughts of 
thy Heart be at the Spirit's Beck. Doft thou not 
feel ſometimes a ſtrong Impulſion to retire from 
the World, and draw near to God? O do not 

thou diſobey, but take the Offer, and hoiſt up 

Sail while thou mayſt have this bleſſed Gale. 

When this Wind blows ſtrongeſt, thou goeſt 

faſteſt, either backward or forward. The more 

of this Spirit we reſiſt, the deeper will it wound, 

and the more we obey, the ſpeedier is our Pace; 

as he goes heavieſt that hath the Wind in his 

Face, and he eaſieſt that hath it in his Back. 


885 
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CHAP. V. 
A- Deſcription of heavenly Contemplation: 


INH E main Thing intended is yet behind, and 
that which I aimed at when I ſet upon this 
Work. All that I have ſaid is but the Pre- 
paration to this. I once more. intreat thee there- 
fore, as thou art a. Man that makeſt Conſcience 
of a revealed Daty, and that dareſt not wilfully 
reſiſt the Spirit, as thou valueſt the high Delights 
of a Saint, and as thou art faithſul to the Peace 
and Proſperity of thine own Soul, that thou dili- 
gently _ the Directions following; and that 

ou ſpeedily. and faithfully put them in Practice: 


J pray thee therefore, reſolve before thou readeſt 


any further, and promiſe-here as before the Loxy, 


that if the following Advice be wholſome to thy 


Soul, thou wilt ſeriouſly ſet thyſelf to the Work; 
and that no Lazineſs of Spirit ſhall take thee off, 
nor leſſer Buſineſs interrupt thy Courſe, but that. 
thou wilt approve thyſelf a Doer of this Word, 
and not an idle Hearer only. Is this thy Promiſe; 
and wilt thou. ſtand to it? Reſolve, Man, and 
then I ſhall be encouraged to give thee my Advice; 
only try it throughly, and then judge: If in the 
faithful following of this Courſe thou doſt not find 
an Increaſe of all thy Graces, and art not made 
more ſerviceable in thy Place; if thy Soul enjoy 
not more-Fellowſhip with Gop, and thy Life be 
not fuller-of Pleaſure, and thou have not Comfort 
readier by thee at a dying Hour, and. when _ 
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haſt greateſt Need; then throw theſe Directions 
back in my Face, and exclaim againſt me as a 
Deceiver for ever: Except GoD ſhould leave thee 
uncomfortable for- a little Seaſon, for the more- 
lorious Manifeſtation of his Attributes, and thy 

Fate ity; and ſingle thee out as He did 7c, for 
an E of Conſtancy and Patience, which 
would be but a Preparative for thy fuller Comfort. 

Certainly Gop will not forſake this his own Or- 
dinance, but will be found of thoſe that thus dili- 

cently ſeek Him. Gow hath, as it were, appoint- 

ed to meet thee in this Way : Do not thou fail to- 
give Him the Meeting, and thou ſhalt find by Ex- 
perience that He will not fall. 


Tur Duty which J preſs upon thee ſo cares 
T'\ſhall now deſeribe: It is the ſet and folemn At- 
ing of all the Powers of the Soul upon this moſt” 


perfect Object [Reſt] by Meditation. 


IwIII a little more fully explain the Meaning + 
of this Deſcription, that ſo the Duty may lie plain 
before thee. 1. The general Title that I give 
this Duty is [Meditation :] Not as it is preciſely 
diſtinguiſhed from Cogitation, Conſideration, and 
Contemplation; but as it is taken in the larger 
and uſual Senſe for Cogitation on Things ſpiritual, 
_ comprehending Conſideration and Contem- 
plation. 


Tur Meditation is a Duty of God's ordain- 
ing, not only in his written Law, but alſo in Na- 
ture itſelf, I never met with the Man that would 
deny: But that it is a Duty conſtantly practiſed, 
I muſt, with Sorrow, deny: It is in Word con- 
feſſed to be a Duty by all, but by the conſtant- 
Negle& denied by moſt: And 1 know not by 


whatfatal Security it comes to paſs, that) Men that 
| are - 
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are very tender conſcienc'd towards moſt other 
Duties, yet as eaſily overſlip this, as if they knew 
it not to be a Duty at all; they that are preſent|y 
troubled if they omit a Sermon, a Faſt, a Prayer 
in publick or private, 7 were never troubled that 

they have omitted Meditation, perhaps all their 
Lite- time to this very Day: Though it be that 
Duty by which. all other Duties are improved, 
and by which the Soul digeſteth "Truths, and 
draweth forth their Strength for its Nouriſhment. 
Certainly, I think, that as a Man is but half an 
Hour taking into his Stomach that Meat which he 


muſt have ſeven or eight Hours to digeſt ; ſo 2 


Man may take into his Underſtanding and Me- 
mory more Truth in one Hour,. than he is able 
well to digeſt in many. Therefore Gop com- 
manded Jaſbus, That the Book of the Law ſhould 
not depart out of his Mouth, but that he, ſhould me. 


ditate therein Day and Night ; that he nught obſerve: 


to do according to that which is written therein, 
As Digeſtion is-the turning of the Food into Chyl: 
and Blood, and Spirits and Fleſh ; ſo Meditation 
rightly managed, turneth the Truths received and 
remembered into warm Affection, raiſed Reſolu- 
tion, and holy Converſation. Therefore what 
Good thoſe Men are likely to get by Sermons or 
Providences, who are to Medita- 


tion, you may eaſily judge. And why ſo much 


Preaching is loſt among us, and Men can run 
from Sermon to Sermon, and yet have ſuch lan- 


guiſhing ſtarved Souls, I know no truer Cauſe 


than their Neglect of Meditation. If Men heard 
one Hour and meditated ſeven, if they did as con- 
ſtantly digeſt their Sermons as they hear them, 


they would find another Kind of Benefit by Ser- 


mons, than the ordinary Sort of Chriſtians do. 


Bur- 
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BuT becauſe Meditation is a general Word, 
and it is not all Meditation that There intend, I 
ſhall therefore lay down the Difference whereby 
this I am urging is diſcerned from all other Sorts 
of Meditation. And the Difference is taken from 
the Act, and from the Object of it. 


1. FrRom- the Act, which I call the ſet and ſo- | 
lemn Acting of all the Powers of the Soul, 


1. I CAL it the Adding of them, for it is Ac- 
tion that we are directing you in now, and not 
Diſpoſitions ;. yet theſe alſo are neceſſarily preſup- 
noſed ; It muſt be a Soul that is qualified for the 
Work, by the ſupernatural Grace of the Spirit, 
which muſt be able to perform this heavenly Ex- 
erciſe, It is the Work of the Living, and not of 
the Dead : It is a Work of all other the moſt ſpiri- 
tual, and therefore not to be well performed by x 
Heart that is merely carnal. 


2. I CALL this Meditation the Adling of the 
Powers of the Soul, meaning the Soul as rational. 
It is the Work of the Soul; for. bodily Exerciſe 
doth here profit but little. The Soul hath its La- 
bour and its Eaſe, its Buſineſs and its Idleneſs, 
as well as the Body; and- diligent Students are 
uſually as ſenſible of the Labour and Wearineſs of, 
their Spirits, as they are of that of the Members 
of the Body. This Action of the Soul is it 1 
perſuade thee to. 


3. I cALL it the Acting of ALL the Powers of 
che Soul, to difference it from the common Me- 
citation of Students, which is uſually the mere 
Employment of the Brain. It is not a bare think- 
ing that I mean, nor the mere. Uſe of. Invention 

OT. 
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or Memory, but a Buſineſs of a higher and- mor, 
excellent Nature. 


Tus Underſtanding is not the whole Soul, and 
therefore cannot do the whole Work: As God 
hath mude ſeveral Parts in Man, to perform their 
feveral Offices for his nouriſhing and Life; ſo 
hath He ordained the Faculties of the Soul to 
perform their ſeveral Offices for his ſpiritual Life: 
So the Underſtanding muſt take in Truths, and 
prepare them for the Will, and- it muſt receive 
them, and commend them to the Affectioes: 
The beſt Digeftion is in the Bottom of the Sto- 
mach; the Affections are as it were the Bottom 
of the Soul, and therefore the beft Digeſtion i; 
there : While Truth is but a Speculation ſwim- 
ming in the Brain, the Soul hath not taken faf 
Hold of it; Chrift and Heaven have various Ex- 
cellencies, and therefore God hath formed the 
Soul with a Power of divers Ways of. apprehend- 
ing, that ſo we might be capable of enjoying 
thoſe Excellencies. 


WraT Good could all the Glory of Heaven 
have done us ? Or what Pleaſure ſhould we have 
had in the Goodneſs of Gop Himſelf, if we 
had been without the Affections of Love and 
Joy, whereby we are capable of being delighted 
in that Goodneſs? So alfo, what Strength or 
Sweetneſs canſt thou receive by thy Meditations 
on Eternity, while thou doſt not exerciſe thoſe 
Affections which are the Senſes of the Soul, by 
* it muſt receive this Strength and Sweet. 
neſs ? | 


Tens is it that hath deceived Chriſtians in this 
Buſineſs: They have thought Meditation is mou 
* ; Ut 
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but the bare thinking on Truths, and the rolling of 
them in the Underſtanding and Memory, when 
every School-Boy can do this. 


THEREFORE this is the great Taſk in Hand, 
and this is the Work that I would ſet thee on; to 
get theſe Truths from thy Head to thy Heart; that 
all the Sermons. which thou haſt heard of Heaven, 
and all the Notions thou haſt conceived of this. Reſt, 
may be turned into the Blood and Spirits of Aﬀec- 
tion, and thou mayſt feel them revive thee, and 
warm thee at the — and mayſt ſo think of 
Heayen, as Heaven ſhould be thought on. 


Ir thou ſhouldſt ſtudy nothing but Heaven 
while-thou liveſt, and ſhouldſt have thy Thoughts 
at Command, to turn them hither on every Oc- 
caſion, and yet ſhouldſt proceed no further than 
this; this were not the Meditation that I in- 
tend: As it is thy whole Soul that muſt poſleſs 
Gop hereafter, ſo muſt the whole in a lower Man- 
ner poſſeſs him here. I have ſhewn you in the 
Beginning of this Treatiſe, how the Soul muſt en- 
joy the Lokp in Glory, to wit, by knowing, by 
loving, by joying in Him: Why, the very ſame 
Way mult thou begin thy Enjoyment here. 


| So much as thy Underſtanding and Affections 
are ſincerely ated upon God, ſo much doſt thou 
njoy Him: And this is the happy Work of this 
Meditation. So that you ſee here is ſomewhat more 
to be done, than barely to remember and think of 
eaven: As Running, and ſuch like Labours, do 
ot only ſtir a Hand or Foot, but ſtrain and exer- 
iſe the whole Body; ſo doth Meditation the whole 


5 


As 


860 The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 


As the whole was filled with Sin before, fo th 
whole muſt be filled with God now: As St. Pau 
faith of Knowledge, and Gifts, and Faith to rs 
move Mountains, that if thou haſt all theſe with 
out Love, thou art but «as @ /sunding Braſs, or a: 
dinkling Cymbal; fo I may ſay of the Exerciſe d 
theſe, if in this Work of Meditation, thou excrcif 
Knowledge, and Gifts, and Faith of Miracles, and 
not Love and Joy, thou doſt nothing; if thy Ms 
ditation tends to fill thy Note-Book with Notion: 

and good Sayings — God, and not thy 
Heart with Longings after Him, -and Delight in 
Him, for ought I know thy Book is as much t 
Chriſtian as thou. 


I cALL this Meditation ſet and ſolemn, to di 
ference it from that which is occaſional. As there 
is Prayer which is folemn, when we ſet ourſelves 
wholly to the Duty; and Prayer which is ſudden 
and ſhort, commonly called Ejaculations, when 
Man in the midſt of other Buſineſs, doth ſend uy 
ſome brief Requeſt to Gop: So alſo there is Me. 
ditation ſolemn, when we apply ourſelves only u 
that Work; and there is Meditation which is ſhort 
and curſory, when in the Midſt of our Buſinch 
we have ſome good Thoughts of God in our Mind 
And as ſolemn Prayer, is either firſt ſet, when! 
Chriſtian obſerving it as a ſtanding Duty, doth n. 
ſolvedly practiſe it in a conſtant Courſe; or ſecond: 
ly, occaſional, when ſome unuſual Occaſion doth 
put us upon it at a Seaſon extraordinary: So alb 
Meditation. 
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Now, though I would perſuade you to that Me 
ditation which is mixed with your common [z 
bours, and to that which ſpecial Occaſions dirt 

ou to; yet theſe are not the main Things whid 
here intend: But that you would make it a " 


po” &- 2 


. The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 361 


ftant ſtanding Duty, as you do Hearing, and Pray- 
ing, and reading the Scripture; and that you would 
ſolemnly ſet yourſelves about it, and make it for 
that Time your whole Work, and intermix other 
Matters no more with it, than you would do with 
Prayer, or other Duties. Thus you ſee, what 
Kind of Meditation it is that we ſpeak of, viz. the 
ſet and ſolemn Acting of all the Powers of the 
Soul, 


Tus ſecond Part of the Difference is drawn from 
its Object, which is Reſt, or the moſt bleſſed Eſtate 
of Man in his everlaſting Enjoyment of Gop in 
Heaven. Meditation hath a large Field to walk in, 
and hath as many Objects to work upon, as there 
are Matters, and Lines, and Words in the Scriptures, 
as there are known Creatures in the whole Creation, 
and as there are particular diſcernable Paſſages of Pro- 
vidence in the Government of Perſons and Actions 
through the World: But the Meditation that I now 
direct you in, is only of the End of all theſe, and 
of theſe as they refer to that End: It is not a Walk 
from Mountains to Valleys, from Sea to Land, 
from Kingdom to Kingdom, from Planet to Pla- 
net; but it is a Walk from Mountains and Valleys 
to the holy Mount Sion; from Sea and Land to the 
Land of the Living; from the Kingdoms of this 
World, to the Kingdom of Saints; from Earth to 
Heaven; from Time to Eternity: It is a walking 
upon Sun, and Moon, and Stars; it is a Walk in 
the Garden and Paradiſe of GoD. It may ſeem 
far off; but Spirits are quick; whether in the Body, 
or out of the Body, their Motion is ſwift; they 
are not ſo heavy or dull as theſe earthly Lumps, 
nor ſo flow of Motion as theſe Clods of Fleſh. I 
would not have you caſt off your other Meditations / 
but ſurely as Heaven hath the Preheminence in 
Perfection, ſo ſhould it have the Preheminence alſo 
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in our Meditation: That which will make us moſt 
happy when we poſſeſs it, will make us moſt joy. 
ful when we meditate upon it; eſpecially when 
that Meditation is a Degree of Poſſeſſion, if it be 
ſuch affecting Meditation as [ here deſcribe. 


You need not here be troubled with Fear, left 
ſtudying ſo much on theſe high Matters ſhould 
make you mad. If I ſet you to meditate as much 
on Sin and Wrath, and to ſtudy nothing but Judg- 
ment and Damnation, then you might fear ſuch an 
Iſſue: But it is Heaven, and not Hell, that I would 
perſuade you to walk in; it is Joy, and not Sor- 
row, that I perſuade you to exerciſe. I would 
urge you to look on no deformed Object, but only 
upon the raviſhing Glory of Saints, and the un- 
ſpeakable Excellencies ef the Gop of Glory, and 
the Beams that ftream from the Face of his Son, 
Are theſe ſad Thoughts? Will it diſtract a Man to 
think of his Happineſs? Will it diſtract the Miſe- 
rable to think of Mercy? Or the Captive or Pri- 
ſoner, to foreſee Deliverance? Neither do I perſuade 
your Thoughts to Matters of great Difficulty, or 
to ſtudy knotty Controverſies of Heaven, or to 
ſearch out Things beyond your Reach. If you 
ſhould thus ſet your Wit upon the Tenters, you 
might be quickly diſtracted indeed: But it is your 
AﬀeRtions more than your Inventions that muſt be 
uſed in this heavenly Employment we ſpeak of. 
They are Truths which are commonly known, 
which your Souls muſt draw forth and feed upon. 
The Reſurrection of the Body, and the Life ever- 
laſting, are Articles of your Creed, and not nicer 
Controverſies. Methinks it ſhould be liker to make 
a Man mad, to think of living in a World of 
Woe, to think of abiding among the Rage of 
wicked Men, than to think of living with Chrif 
in Bliſs: Methinks, if we be not mad * 
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ſhould ſooner diſtract us, to hear the Tempeſts and 
roaring Waves, to ſee the Billows, and Rocks, and 
Sands, and Gulphs, than to think of arriving ſafe 
at Reſt. But Wiſdom is juſtified of all ber Children. 
Knowledge hath no Enemy but the Ignorant. 
This heavenly Courſe was never ſpoke againſt by 
any, but thoſe that never either knew it, or uſed it. 
] more fear the Negle& of Men that do approve it, 
than the Oppoſition or Arguments of any againſt it. 


Truth loſeth more by looſe Friends, than by ſharpeſt 
Enemies. 


CCC 
CHAP. VI. | 
The fitteſt Time and Place for this Comtempla- 


tion, and the Preparation of the Heart unto 
it. 


HUS I have opened to you the Nature of 
this Duty; I proceed to direct you in the 
Work; where I ſhall, Fir, Shew you how 
you mult ſet upon it: Secondly, How you muſt be- 
have in it: And Thirdly, How you ſhall ſhut it up. 
T adviſe thee, x. Somewhat concerning the Time. 
2. Somewhat concerning the Place. And 3. Some- 


what concerning the Frame of thy Spirit. 


AND 1. for the Time, I adviſe thee that as 
much as may be, it be ſet and conſtant. Propor- 
tion out ſuck a Part of thy Time to the Wark. 


STICK not at their Scruple, who queſtion the 
ſtating of Times as ſuperſtitious : If thou ſuit out 
thy Time to the Advantage of the Work, and 
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place no Religion in the Time itſelf ; thou 
needeſt not to fear leſt this be Superſtition. As a 
Workman in his Shop will have a fet Place for 
every one of his Tools, or elſe when he ſhould uſe 
it, it may be to ſeek; ſo a Chriſtian ſhould have a 
ſet Time for every ordinary Duty, or elſe when he 
ſhould practiſe it, it is ten to one but he will be 
put by it. Stated Time is a Hedge to Duty, and 
defends it againſt many Temptations to Omiſſion. 
Gop hath ſtated none but the Lord's Day Him- 
ſelf; but He hath left it to be ſtated by ' ourſelves, 
according to every Man's Condition and Occaſions, 
left otherwiſe his Law ſhould have been a Burden 
or a Snare. Yet hath he left us general Rules, 
which by the Uſe of Reaſon, and Chriſtian Pru- 
dence, may help us to determine the fitteſt Limes. 


IT is as ridiculous a Queſtion of them that ak 
us, Where Scripture commands to pray ſo oft, or 
at ſuch Hours? As if they aſked, Where the Scrip- 
ture commands that the Church ſtand in ſuch a 
Place? Or the Pulpit in ſuch a Place? Or my Seat 

in ſuch a Place? Or where it commands a Man to 
read the Scriptures with a Pair of SpeCtacles? 


Moser that I have known to argue againft 2 
ſtated Time, have at laſt grown careleſs of the Duty 
itſelf, and ſhewed more Diſlike againſt the Work 
than the Time. If Gop gave me ſo much Money 
or Wealth, and tell me not in Scripture how much 
ſuch a poor Man muſt have, nor how much nm 
Family, nor how much in Cloaths, and how muc 
in Expences; is it not lawful, yea, and neceſſary, 
that I make the Diviſion myſelf, and allow to each 
the due Portion? So if Gop doth beſtow on mea 
Day or Week of Time, and give me ſuch and fuci 
Work to do in this Time, and tell me not hov 


much I ſhall allot to each Work ; certainly I 155 
make 
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were no ill Haſbandzy, nor Point of Folly, if we 
| Gg 3 did 
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make the Diviſion myſelf, and proportion it wiſely 
and carefully too. I hough Gon hath not told you 
at what Hour you ſhall riſe in the Morning, or at 
what Hours you ſhall eat and drink ; yet your own 
Reaſon, and Experience will tell you, that ordina- 
rily you ſhould obſerve a ſtated Time. Neither 
let the Fear of Cuſtomarineſs and Formality deter 

ou from this. That Argument hath brought the 

oRD's Supper from once a Week, to once a 
Quarter, or once a Year; and it hath brought Fa- 
mily Duties with too many of late, from twice a 
Day to once a Week, or once a Month. 


I advise thee therefore, if well thou mayſt, to 
allow this Duty a ftated Time, and be as conſtant 
in it, as in Hearing and Praying: Yet be cautious 
in underſtanding this. I know this will not prove 
every Man's Duty : Some have not themſelves and 
their Time at Command, and therefore cannot ſet 
their Hours; ſuch are, moſt Servants, and many 
Children -of poor Parents; and many are ſo poor 
that the Neceſſity of their Families will deny them 
this Freedom. I do not think it the Duty of ſuch 
to leave their Labours for this Work juſt at certain 
ſet Times, no nor for Prayer. Of two Duties we 
muſt chuſe the greater, though of two Sins we mult 
chuſe neither. I think ſuch Perſons were beſt to 
be watchful, to redeem Time as much as they can, 


and take their vacant Opportunities as they fall, and 


eſpecially to join Meditation and Prayer, as much 
as they can, with the Labours of their Callings. 
There is no ſuch Enmity between labouring, and 
meditating, or praying in the Spirit, but that both 
may be done together; yet I ſay (as Paul in ano- 
ther Caſe) if thou canf? be free, uſe it rather. Thoſe 
that have more ſpare Time, I ſtill adviſe, that 
keep this Duty to a ſtated Time. And indeed 
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did ſo by all other Duties: If we conſidered the or- 
dinary Works of the Day, and ſuited out a fit Sea- 
ſon and Proportion of Time to every Work, and 
fixed this in our Memory and Reſolution, or wrote 
it in a Table, and kept it in our Cloſets, and ne- 
ver broke it but upon unexpected and extraordinary 
Cauſes: If every Work of the Day had thus its 
appointed Time, we ſhould be better ſkilled, both 
in redeeming Time, and performing Duty. 


2. IT aDvist thee alſo, concerning thy Time 
for this Duty, That as it be ſtated, fo it be fre- 
quent: Juſt how oft it ſhould be, I cannot deter- 
mine, becauſe Mens Conditions may vary it: But 
in general, that it be frequent, the Scripture re- 
quireth, when it mentioneth meditating continu- 
ally, and Day and Night. Circumſtances of our 
Condition, may much vary the Circumſtance of 


our Duties. It may be one Man's Duty to hear 
or pray oftner than another, and fo it may be in 


this of Meditation : But for thoſe that can conve- 
niently omit other Buſineſs, I adviſe, that it be 
once a Day at leaſt. Though Scripture tells us not 
how oft. in a Day we ſhould eat or drink; yet Pru- 
dence: and Experience will direct us twice or thrice 


a Day. 


Tos that think they ſhould not tie themſelves 
to Order and Number of Duties; but ſhould then 
only meditate or pray, when they find the Spirit 
provoking them to it, go upon uncertain and un- 
chriſtian Grounds. I am ſure, the Scripture pro- 
vokes us to Frequency, and our Neceflity ſecondeth 
the Voice of Scripture; and if through my own 
Neglect, or reſiſting the Spirit, I do not find it ſo 
excite me, I dare not therefore diſobey the Scrip- 
ture, nor neglect the Neceſſities of my own Soul. 
I ſhould ſuſpeR that Spirit which would _— 
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Soul from Conſtancy in Duty: If the Spirit in 
Scripture bid me meditate or pray, I dare not for- 
bear it, becauſe I find not the Spirit within me to 
fecond the Command : If I find not Incitation to 
Duty before, yet J may find Aſſiſtance while I 
wait in Performance. I am afraid of lay ing my 
Corruptions upon the Spirit, or blaming the Want 
of the Spirit's Aſſiſtance, when I ſhould blame the 
Backwardnefs of my own Heart; nor dare I make 
one Corruption a Plea for another; nor urge the 
inward Rebellion of my Nature, as a Reafon for 
the outward Diſobedience of my Life: And for 
the healing of my Nature's Backwardneſs, I more 
expect that the irie of Chri/t thou'd do it in a 
Way of Duty, than in a Way of Diſobedience and 
Neglect of Duty. Men that fall on Duty accord- 
ing to the Frame of their Spirit only, zre like our 
ignorant Vulgar, who think their Appetite ſhould 
be the only Rule of their Eating; when a wiſe Man 
judgeth by Reaſon and Experience, leſt when his 
Appetite is depraved, he ſhould either ſurſeit or fa- 
miſh. Our Appetite is no ſure Rule for our Times 
of Duty; but the Word of Gop in general, and 
our Spiritual Reaſon, Experience, Neceſſity, and 
Convenience in particular, may truly direct us. 


Tux RE Reaſons eſpecially ſhould perſuade thee 
to Frequency in this Meditation on Heaven. 


1. BEcCAvuss ſeldom converſing with Him will 
breed a Strangeneſs betwixt thy Soul and Gop : 
Frequent Society breeds Familiarity, and Familt- 
arity increaſeth Love and Delight, and maketh us 
bold and confident in our Addrefies. This is the 
main End of this Duty, that thou mayſt have Ac- 
quaintance and: Fellowſhip with Gop therein 
thercfore-if thou come but ſeldom to it, thou 2 
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keep thyſelf a Stranger ſtill, and ſo mils of the End 
of the Work. 


2. SELDOMNESS will make thee unſkilful in the 
Work, and ſtrange to the Duty, as well as to Gop, 
How clumfily do Men ſet their Hands to a Work 

are ſeldom employed in? Whereas Frequ 

will habituate thy Hearteo the Work, and — wilt 
better know the Way in which thou daily walkeſt, 

ea, and it will be more eaſy and deli tful allo: 
The Hill which made thee pant and blow at the fu 
going up, thou mayſt run up eaſily when thou at 
once accuſtomed to it. 


3. — 5 dhe — wilt loſe that Heat and 
Lite by lon — which with much ado 
— + in Duty. If thou eat but a Mal 
in two or three Days, thou wilt loſe thy Strength 
as faſt as thou M it: If in holy Meditation thou 
near to Chris, and warm thy Heart with the 
ire of Love, if thou then turn away, and come 
Ong, OTIS rn 
Coldneſs. 


Ir is true, the intermixed Uſe of other Dot 
may do much to the keeping thy Heart above, 
eſpecially ſecret Prayer: But Meditation is the Life 
of moſt other — and the View of Heaven 6 
the Life of Meditation. 


23. ConcERNiING the Time of this Duty, I ad 
viſe thee, that thou chuſe the moſt ſeaſonable Time. 
All Things are beautiful in their Seaſon. Unſes 
s may loſe thee the Fruit of thy Labour; 

# may raiſe Diſturbances and Difficulties in the 
Work; it may turn a Duty to Sin; when the 
Seaſ, of a Duty doth make it caſy, doth 
remore 
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remove Impediments, doth embolden us to the Un- 
dertaking, and ripen its Fruit. 


THe Seaſons of this Duty are either, Fi, or- 
dinary; or, Secondly, extraordinary. 


Hir, Tae ordinary Seaſon for your daily Per- 
formance cannot be particularly determined, other- 
wiſe GoD would have determined it in his Word. 
Mens Conditions of Employment, and Freedom, 
and bodily Lemper, are fo various, that the fame 
may be a ſeaſonable Hour to one, which may be 
unſeaſonable to another. If thou be a Servant, or 
an hard Labourer, that thou haſt not thy Time at 
Command, thou muſt take that Seafon which thy 
Buſineſs will beſt afford: Either as thou fitteſt in 
the Shop at thy Work, or as thou travelleſt on the 
Way, oras thou lieſt waking in the Night. —— 
Man beſt knows his own Time, even when he ha 
the leaſt to hinder him in the World : But for thoſe 
whoſe Neceſſities tie them not fo cloſe, but that 
they may chuſe what Time of the Day they will, 
my Advice to ſuch is, that they carefully obſerve 
the Temper of their Body and Mind, and mark 
when they find their Spirits moſt active and fit for 
Contemplation, and pitch upon that as the ſtated 


Time. Some Men are freeft for Duties when the 


are faſting, and ſome are then unfitteſt of all. 

very Man is the meeteſt Judge for himſelf. The 
Time I have alway found fitteſt for myſelf, is, the 
Evening, from Sun-ſetting to the Twilight; and 
ſometime in the Night when it is warm and clear. 


Tas LorD's Day is a Time exceeding ſeaſona- 
ble for this Exerciſe. When ſhould - we more ſea- 
ſonably contemplate on Reſt, than on that Day 
which doth typify it to us? Neither do I think that 
typifying Uſe is ceaſed, becauſe the Anti-type is 

- dot 
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not fully come. However it being a Day appro- 
priated to Worſhip and Spiritual Duties, we ſhoult 
never exclude this Duty, which is ſo eminently 
ſpiritual. I think verily this is the chief Work of 
a Chriſtian Sabbath, and moſt agreeable to the In- 
tent of its poſitive Inſtitution. hat fitter Time 
to converſe with our Loxp, than on that Day 
which He hath appropriated to ſuch Employment, 
and therefore called it the LoRD's Day? What 
fitter Day to aſcend to Heaven, than that on which 
our LokD did ariſe from Earth, and fully triumph 
over Death and Hell, and take Poſſeſſion of Hes. 
ven before us? 


Two Sorts of Chriſtians I would entreat to take 
Notice of this eſpecially. | 


1. Trosz that ſpend the Loxp's Day only in 
$40 Worſhip; either through the Neglect of 
itation, or elſe by their over much Exerciſe of 
the publick, allowing no Time to private Duty: 
T hough there be few that offend in this Kind; yet 
{ome there are, and a hurtful Miſtake to the Soul 
it is. They will grow but in Gifts, if they exerciſ 
but their Gifts in outward Performances. 


2. Tuosx that have Time on the Lox D's Day 
for Idleneſs and vain Diſcourſe, and find the Day 
longer than they know how well to ſpend: Were 
theſe but acquainted with this Duty of Comtempla- 
tion, they would need no other | Ss tp they 
would think the longeſt Day ſhort enough, and be 
forry that the N ;ehe had ſhortned their Pleaſure. 


Secondly, For the extraordinary Performance, 
theſe following are ſeaſonable Times. 


- 
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1. Wazn Gop doth extraordinarily revive th 
Spirit. When God hath enkindled thy Spirit with 
Fire from above, it is that it may mount aloft more 
freely. It is a choice Part of a Chriſtian's Skill, to 
obſerve the Temper of his own Spirit, and to ob- 
ſerve the Gales of Grace, and how the Spirit of 
Chrift doth move upon his. Without Chriſt we can 
h nothing Therefore let us be doing when He is 
doing; and be ſure not to be out of the Way, nor 
afleep when He comes. A little Labour will ſet 
thy Heart a-going at ſuch a Time, when another 
Time thou mayſt take Pains to little Purpoſe, 


2. Wr thou art caſt into Troubles of Mind, 
through Sufferings, or Fear, or Care, or Tempta- 
tions, then is it ſeaſonable to addreſs thyſelf to this 
Duty. When ſhould we take our Cordials, but in 
our Times of Fainting? When is it more ſeaſona- 
ble to walk to Heaven, than when we know not in 
what Corner on Earth to live with Comfort? Or 
when ſhould our Thoughts converſe above, but 
_ they have nothing but Grief to converſe with 

ow W ? | 


3. AxoTHex fit Seaſon for this heavenly Duty, 
is, When the Meſſengers of Gop ſummon us to 
die; when either our grey Hairs, or our languiſh- 
15 Bodies, or ſome ſuch Fore-runners of Death, 
tell us that our Change cannot be far off: When 
ſhould we more frequently ſweeten our Souls with 
the believing Thoughts of another Life, than when 
we find that this is almoſt ended, and when Fleſh 
Is — — and Terrors? Surely no Men have 
greater Need of ſupporting Joys than dying Men; 
10 thoſe Joys muſt be Racked from our eternal 

oy. | 
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IT now follows that I ſpeak a Word of the fitteft 


Place. Though Gop is every where to be found, 
yet ſome Places are more convenient than others, 


1. As this is a private and ſpiritual Duty, ſo it 
is moſt convenient that thou retire to ſome private 
Place : Our Spirits had Need of every Help, and to 
be freed from every Hindrance in the Work. For 
occaſional Meditation I give thee not this Advice; 
but for ſet and ſolemn Duty, I adviſe, that thou 
withdraw thyſelf from all Society, that thou mayſ 
a while enjoy the Society of Chrift. 


AND as I adviſe thee to a Place of Retiredne6; 
ſo alſo that thou obſerve more particularly, what 
Place and Poſture beſt agreeth with thy Spirit; whe- 
ther within Doors, or without; whether ſitting ſtil, 
or walking. I believe //Jaac's Example in this alſo, 
will direct us to the Place and Poſture which will 
beſt ſuit with moſt, as it doth with me, viz. Hi 
walking forth to meditate in the Field at the Eventide, 
And Chri/s own Example gives us the like Direc- 
tion. Chri/t was uſed to a ſolitary Garden; and 
though He took his Diſcipl-s thither with Him, 
yet did He ſeparate Himſelf from them for more 
ſecret Devotions. 
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| TI am next to adviſe thee ſomewhat concerning 
the Preparations of thy Heart. The Succeſs of the 
Work doth much depend on the Frame of thy 
Heart. When Man's Heart had nothing in it 
that might grieve the Spirit, then was it the de- 
lightful Habitation of his Maker. Gop did not 
quit his Reſidence there, *till Man did repel him by 
unworthy Provocations. There grew no Strange- 
neſs, till the Heart grew ſinful, and too loathſome 
a Dungeon for God to delight in. And were this 
Soul reſtored to its former Innocency, Gop would 

quickly 
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quickly return to his former Habitation: Vea, ſo 
far as it is renewed and repaired by the Spirit, the 
LoRD will yet acknowledge it his own, and Chri/? 
will manifeſt Himſelf unto it, and the Spirit will 
take it for its Temple and Refidence. So far as 
the Soul is qualified for converſing with Gon, fo 
far it doth actually enjoy Him. Therefore keep thy 
Heart with all Diligence, for from thence are the 1/- 


ſues of Life. 


MoRE 1 when thou ſetteſt on this 
Duty, 1. Get thy Heart as clear from the World 
as thou canſt; wholly lay by the Thoughts of thy 
Buſineſs, of thy Troubles, of thy Enjoyments, and 
of every Thing that may take up any Room in thy 
Soul. Get thy Soul as empty as poſſibly thou canſt, 
that ſo it may be the more capable of being filled 
with Gob. It is a Work that will require all the 
Powers of thy Soul, if they were a thouſand Times 
more capacious and active than they are, and there- 
fore you have Need to lay by all other Thoughts 
and Affections, while you are buſied here. 


2. BE ſure thou ſet upon this Work with the 
greateſt Seriouſneſs that poſſibly thou canſt. Cuſ- 
tomarineſs here is a killing Sin. There is no tri- 
fling in holy Things; Gop will be ſanctified of all 
that draw near Him. Theſe ſpiritual Duties are 
the moſt dangerous, if we miſcarry in them, of all. 
| The more they advance the Soul, being well uſec, 
a the more they deſtroy it, being uſed unfaithfully ; 


, as the beſt Meats corrupted, are the worſt. 
4 To help thee therefore to be ſerious when thou 


ſetteſt on this Work; Fir, Labour to have the 
deepeſt Apprehenſions of the Preſence of Gop, and 
of the incomprehenſible Greatneſs of the Majeſty 
which thou approacheſt. Think with what Reve- 
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rence thou ſhouldſt approach thy Maker : Think 
thou art addreſſing thyſelf to Him, that made the 
IWorlds with the Word of bis Mouth ; that up 


the Earth as in the Palm of his Hand; that keeps the 


Sun, and Moon, and Heaven in their Courſes; that 
bounds the raging Sea with the Sands, and ſaith, Hi. 
therto ge, and no further : Thou art going to con- 
verſe with Him, before whom the Earth will quake, 
and Devils tremble; before whoſe Bar thou muſt 
ſhortly ſtand, and all the World with thee, to te- 
ceive their Doom. O think, I ſhall then have 
lively Apprehenſions of his Majeſty ; my drouſy 
Spirits will then be wakened: Why ſhould I not 
now be rouſed with the Senſe of his Greatneſs, and 
the Dread of his Name poſleſs my Soul ? 


Secondly, LaBouR to apprehend the Greatneſs 
of the Work which thou attempteſt, and to be 
deeply ſenſible both of its Weight and Height. If 
thou wert pleading for thy Life at the Bar of a 
Judge, thou wouldſt be ſerious; and yet that were 
but a Trifle to this: If thou wert engaged in ſuch 
a Work as David was againſt Gehah, whereon the 
Kingdom's Deliverance depended, in itfelf conſi- 
dered, it were nothing to this.. Suppoſe thou wert 
going to ſuch a Wreſtling as Jacob's; ſuppoſe thou 
wert going to ſce the Sight which the three Ditci- 
ples ſaw in the Mount; how ſeriouſly, how reve- 
rently wouldſt thou both approach and behold! 
If ſome Angel from Heaven ſhould but appoint to 
meet thee, at the Time and Place of thy Contem- 
plation, how apprehenſively wouldſt thou go to 
meet him? Why, conſider then with what a Spirit 
thou ſhouldſt meet the Lok, and with what Seri- 
2 and Dread thou ſhouldſt daily converſe with 

WE 
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ConsIDER alſo the bleſſed Iſſue of the Work. 
If it ſucceed, it will be an Admiſſion of thee into 
the Preſence of Gop, a Beginning of thy eternal 
Glory on Earth; a Means to make thee live above 
the Rate of other Men, and admit thee into the 
next Room to the Angels themſelves; a Means to 
make thee live and die both joyfully and bleſſedly: 
So that the Prize being ſo great, thy Preparation 
ſhould be anſwerable. 5 


7 Foto hocfootortoode 


CHAP. vnn. 


What Aſfections muſt be afed, and by what 
Conſederations and Objefis, and in what 
Order. 


O draw the Heart nearer the Work; the 
next Thing to be diſcovered, is, What 
Powers of the Soul muſt here be acted, what 
Affections excited, what Conſiderations are nece- 
ſary thereto, and in what Order we muſt proceed: 


1. You muſt go to the Memory, which is the 
Magazine or Treaſure of the Underſtanding, thence 
you muſt take forth thoſe heavenly Doctrines which 
> intend to make the Subject of your Meditation: 

or the preſent Purpoſe, you may look over any 
Promiſe of eternal Life in the Goſpel; any De- 
ſcription of the Glory of the Saints, of the Reſur- 
rection of the Body, and Life everlaſting: Some 
one Sentence concerning thoſe eternal Joys, may 
Hh 2 afford 
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afford you Matter for many Years Meditation; yet 
it will be a Point of Wiſdom here, to have always 
a Stock of Matter in our Memory, that fo when 
we ſhould uſe it, we may bring forth out of our 
Treaſury Things new and old. If we took Things 
in Order, and obſerved ſome Method in Reſpect of 
the Matter, and did meditate firſt on one Truth 

concerning Eternity, and then another, it would 
not be amiſs. And if any ſhould be barren of Mat- 
ter through Weakneſs of Memory, they may have 
Notes or Books of this Subject for their Furthe- 
Tance. | | 


2. WHEx you have fetched from your Memory 
the Matter of your Meditation, your next Work 
15 to preſent it to your Judgment : Open there the 
Caſe as fully as thou canſt, ſet forth the ſeveral 
Ornaments of the Crown, the ſeveral Dignitics be- 
longing to the Kingdom, as they are partly laid 
open in the Beginning of this Book: Let Judg- 
ment deliberately view them over, and take as 
exact a Survey as it can ; then = the Queſtion, 
and require a Determination. there Happinels 
in all this, or not? Is not here enough to make me 
bleſſed ? Can he want any Thing, who fully poſ- 
ſeſſeth Gop? Is there any Thing higher for a 
Creature to attzin? Thus urge thy Judgment to 
paſs an upright Sentence, and compel it to ſubſcribe 
to the Perfection of thy celeſtial Happineſs, and to 
leave this Sentence as under its Hand upon Record. 


Tuus exerciſe thy Judgment in the Contempla- 
tion of thy Reſt; thus magnify and advance the 
Lonxp in thy Heart, till an holy Admiration hath 
poſſeſſed thy Soul. 


3. Bur the great Work, which you may either 
premiſe, or ſubjoin to this as you pleaſe, is, to 
exerciſe 
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exerciſe thy Belief of the Truth of thy Reſt; and 
that both in — of the Truth of the Promiſe, 
and alſo the Truth of thy own Intereſt and Title. 
As Unbelief doth cauſe the languiſhing of all our 
Graces; ſo Faith would do much to revive and ac- 
tuate them, if it were but revived and actuated it- 


felf, 


Ir we did ſoundly believe, that there is ſuch a 
Glory, that within a few Days our Eyes ſhall be- 
hold it: O what Paſſions would it raiſe within us! 
Were we throughly perſuaded, that every Word in 
the Scripture concerning the inconceivable Joys of 
the Kingdom, and the inexpreſſible Bleſſedneſs of 
the Life to come, were the very Word of the Liv- 
ing GoD, and ſhould certainly be performed to the 
ſmalleſt Tittle, O what aſtoniſhing Apprehenſions 
of that Life would it breed! How it would actuate 
every Affection! How would it tranſport us with 
Joy, upon the leaſt Aſſurance of our Title! If I 
were as verily perſuaded, that I ſhall ſhortly ſee 
thoſe great Things of Eternity, promiſed in the 
Word, as I am, that this is a Chair that I fit in, 
or that this is Paper that I write on; would it not 
put another Spirit within me? Would it not make 
me forget and deſpiſe the World? And even forget 
to fleep, or to eat? And ſay, as Chrift, I have Meat 
t eat that ye know not f; O, Sirs, you little know 
what a thorough Belief would work. 


THEREFORE let this be a chief Part of thy Bu- 
ſineſs in Meditation. Read over the Promiſes : 
Study all confirming Providences: Call forth thine 
own Experiences: Remember the Scriptures already 
fulfilled both to the Church and Saints in the for- 
mer Ages, and eminently to both in this preſent 
Age, and thoſe that have been fulfilled particularly 


to thee. 
Hh 3 SET 
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SET before your Faith, the Freeneſs and the 
Univerſality of the Promiſe: Conſider God's Offer, 
and urge it upon all, that He hath excepted from 
the conditional Covenant no Man in the World, 
nor will exclude any from Heaven, who will accept 
of his Offer. Study alſo the gracious Diſpoſition 
of Chrift, and his Readineſs to welcome all that 
will come: Study all the Evidences of his Love, 
which appeared in his Sufferings, in his preaching 
the Goſpel, in his Condeſcenſion to Sinners, in his 
ealy Conditions, in his exceeding Patience, and in 
his urgent Invitations: Do not all theſe diſcover his 
Readineſs to ſave? Did He ever manifeſt Himſelf 
unwilling? Remember alſo his Faithfulneſs to 
perform his Engagements. Study alſo the Evi- 
dences of his Love in thyſelf; look over the Works 
of his Grace in thy Soul: If thou do not find the 

ee which thou deſireſt, yet deny not that De- 
gree which thou findeſt. Remember what Diſco- 


veries of thy State thou haſt made formerly in the 


Work of Self-examination: Remember all the for- 
mer Teſtimonies of the Spirit; and all the ſweet 
Feelings of the Favour of Gop; and all the Prayers 
that He hath heard and granted; and all the Pre- 
fervations and Deliverances ; and all the Progreſs. 
of his Spirit, in his Workings on thy Soul, and the 
Diſpoſals of Providence, conducing to thy Good ; 


the vouchſaſing of Means, the directing thee to 


them, the directing of Miniſters to meet with thy 
State, the Reſtraint of thoſe Sins that thy Nature 
was moſt prone to. Lay theſe all together, and 
then think with thyſelf, whether all theſe do not 
teſtify the good Will of the Lox D concerning thy 


Salvation? And whether thou mayſt not conclude. 


with Sampſan's Mother, when her Huſband thought 
they ſhould ſurely die, If the Lok p were pleaſed to 


kill us, He would not bave received an Offering at 


eur Hands, neither would He have ſhewed us all theſe 
' Things; 
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Things ; nor would, as at this Time, have told us 
uch Things as theſe, Judges xiii. 22, 23. 


2. WHEN thy Meditation hath thus proceeded 
about the Truth of thy Happineſs, the next Part 
of the Work is to meditate of its Goodneſs; that 
when the Judgement hath determined, arid Faith 
hath apprehended, it may then paſs on to raiſe the 
Affections. 


1. Tux firſt Affection to be acted is Love; the 
Object of it, is Goodneſs: Here then, is the revi- 
ving Part of thy Work: Go to thy Memory, thy 
Judgment, and thy Faith ; and from them pro- 
duce the Excellencies of thy Reſt; take out a Co- 
py of the Record 'of the Spirit in Scripture, and 
another of the Sentence regiſtered in thy Spirit, 
whereby the tranſcendent Glory of the Saints is 
declared: Preſent theſe to thy Affection of Love; 
open to it the Cabinet that contains the Pearl; 
ſhew it the Promiſe, and that which it aſſureth: 
Thou needeſt not look on Heaven though a Multi- 
plying Glaſs : Operr but one Caſement, that Lore 
may look in; give it but a Glimpſe of the back 
Parts of GoD, and thou wilt find thyſelf preſently 
in another World: Do but ſpeak out, and Love 
can hear; do but reveal theſe Things and Love 
can ſee: It is the brutiſh Love of the World that 
is blind; Divine Love is exceeding Quick ſighted. 
Let thy Faith, as it were, take thy Heart by the 
Hand ; and ſhew it- the r of . 
thy eternal Habitation, and the glorious 
ments of thy Father's Houſe ; ſhew it hoſe Man- 
ſions which Chriſt is preparing, and diſplay before 
it the Honours of the Kingdom: Let Faith lead 
thy Heart into the Preſence of Gop, and draw as 
near as poſſibly thou canſt, and ſay to it, Bebold, 
the Ancient of Days; the LoxD JEROVAH, _ 

ame 


rna- 
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Name s I AM: This is He who made th 
Worlds with his Word; this is the Cauſe of i 
Cauſes, the Spring of Action, the Fountain 9 


Life, the firſt Principle of the Creatures Mo- 


tions, who upholds the Earth, who ruleth the 
Nations, who diſpoſeth of Events, and ſubdue 
his Foes, who governeth the Depths of the gre; 
Waters, and boundeth the Rage of her ſwelling 
Waves; who ruleth the Winds, and moveth the 
Orbs, and cauſeth the Sun to run its Race, and 
the ſeveral Planets to know their Courſes : This 
is He that loved thee from Everlaſting, that form. 
.ed thee in the Womb, and gave thee this Soul; 
who brought thee forth, and ſhewed thee the 
Light, and ranked thee with the chief of his earth- 
Iy Creatures; who endued thee with thy Under- 

anding, and beautified thee with his Gifts ; who 
maintaineth thee with Life, and Health and Con- 
forts ; who gave thee thy Preferments, and dig- 
nified thee with thy Honours, and differenced thee 
from the moſt miſerable and vileſt of Men. Here, 
O here is an Object worthy thy Love; here thou 
mayſt be ſure thou canſt not love too much: This 
is the Lord that hath bleſt thee with his Bene- 
fits, that hath ſpread thy Table in the Sight of 
thine Enemies, and cauſed thy Cup to overflos. 
This is He that Angels and Saints praiſe, and the 
Hoſt of Heaven mult magnify for ever. 


Tuus do thou expatiate in the Praiſes of God, 
and open his Excellencies to thine own Heart, 
*till thou feel the Life in to ſtir, and the Fire 
in thy Breaſt begin to kindle : As gazing upon the 
duſty Beauty of Fleſh doth kindle the Fire of car- 
nal Love; fo this gazing on the Glory and Good- 
neſs of the Lox D will kindle ſpiritual Love. What 
though thy Heart be Rock and Flint ! this often 
ſtriking may bring forth the Fire; but if a _ 

eele 
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ſeeleſt not thy Love to work, lead thy Heart fur- 
ther, and ſhew it yet more; ſhew it the Son of 
the Living Gop, whoſe Name is JFonderful, Coun- 
feller, the Mighty Gov, the Everlaſling Father,” the 
Prince of Peace : Shew it the King of Saints on the 
Throne of his Glory, who is, and was, and is to 
come; who liveth and was dead, and behold, He lives 
for evermore, who hath made thy Peace by the Blood 
of his Croſs, and hath prepared thee, with Himſelf 
an Habitation of Peace: His Office is to be the 
great Prace- mater; his Kingdom is a Kingdom of 
Peace; his Goſpel is the "Tidings of Peace; his 
Voice to thee now is the Voice of Peace: Draw 
near and behold Him: Doſt thou not hear his 
Voice ? He that called Thomas to come near, and 
to ſee the Print of the Nails, and to put his Fin- 
ger into his Wounds, He it is that calls to thee, 
Come near, and view the Lok thy Saviour, and 
be not faithleſs, but believing : Peace be wnto thee, 
fear not, it is J; He that calleth, Behold Me, be- 
hold Me, to a rebellious People that calleth not on 
his Name, doth call out to thee a Believer to be- 
hold Him ; He that calls to them who paſs by, to 
behold his Sorrow in the Day of his Humiliation, 
doth call now to thee to behold his Glory in the 
Day of his Exaltation : Look well upon Him : 
Doſt thou not know Him? Why, it is He that 
brought thee up from the Pit of Hell: It is He 
that reverſed the Sentence of thy Damnation; 
that bore the Curſe which thou ſhouldſt have 
borne, and reſtored thee to the Bleſſing that thou 
hadſt forfeited, and purchaſed the Advancement 
which thou muſt inherit for ever; and yet doſt 
thou not know Him? Why, his Hands were 
pierced, his Head was pierced, his Sides were 
pierced, his Heart was pierced with the Sting of 
thy Sins, that by theſe Marks thou mayſt —_ 

e 


know Him : Doſt thou not remember when 
found 
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found thee lying in thy Blood, and took Pity on 
thee, and dreſt thy Wounds, and brought thee 
Home, and ſaid unto thee, Lide? Haſt thou for. 
— ſince He wounded Himſelf to cure thy 
ounds, and let out his own Blood to ſtop thy 
Bleeding ? Is not the Paſſage to his Heart yet 
ſanding open? If thou know Him not by the 
Face, the Voice, the Hands, if thou know Him 
not by the Tears and bloody Sweat, yet look 
nearer, thou mayſt know Him by the Heart ; that 
broken-healed Heart is his, that dead-revived 
Heart is his, that pitying melting Heart is his; 
doubtleſs it can be none but his. — and Com- th 
paſſion are its certain Signatures; this is He, even WW . 
this is He, who would rather die than thou W 
ſhouldit die, who choſe thy Life before his own, - 
tt 

C 


who pleads his Blood before his Father, and makes 
continual Interceſſion for thee. If Re had not ſuf- 
fered, O, what hadſt thou ſuffered ? What hadſt 
thou been if He had not redeemed thee ? W. WM | 
ther hadſt thou gone, if He had not recalled thee? 1 
There was but one Step between thee and Hel), | 
when He ſtept in and bore the Stroke; He flew 0 
the Bear, and reſcued the Prey ; He delivered thy | 
Soul from the roaring Lion: And is not here Fuel | 
enough for Love to feed on ? Doth not this Load- N 
ſtone ſnatch thy Heart, and almoſt draw it forth of 
thy Breaſt? Canſt thou read the Hiſtory of Love | 
any further at once? Doth not thy throbbing 
Heart here ſtop to caſe itſelf ; and doſt thou not, 
as Jeſeph, ſeek for a Place to weep in? Or do not | 
the Tears of thy Love bedew theſe Lines? Go 
then, for the Field of Love is large, it will yield 
thee freſh Contents for ever, and be thine eternal 
Work to behold and love; thou needeſt not then 
want Work for thy preſent Meditation. 


Hast 
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HasT thou forgotten the Time when thou waſt 
weeping, and He wiped the Fears from thine 
Eyes? when thou waſt bleeding, and He wiped 
the Blood from thy Soul? when pricking Cares 
and Fears did grieve thee, and He did refreth thee, 
and draw out the Thorns? Haſt thou forgotten 
when thy Folly wounded thy Soul, and the ve- 
nomous Guilt ſeized upon thy Heart ? when He 
ſucked forth the mortal Poiſon from thy Soul, tho” 
therewith He drew it into his own ? | 


I REMEMBER it is written of good Melanct hon, 
that, when his Child was removed from him, it 
pierced his Heart to remember, how he once fat 
weeping with the Infant on his Knee, and how 
lovingly it wiped the Tears from the Father's 
Eyes: How then ſhould it pierce thy Heart to 
think how r hath wiped away thine |! 
O how oft hath He found thee fitting weeping, 
lice Hagar, while thou gaveſt up thy State, thy 
Friends, thy Life, yea, thy Soul for Joſt; and 
He opened to thee a Well of Conſolation, and 
opened thine Eyes alſo that thou mayſt ſee it? 
How oft hath He found thee in the Poſture of 
Elas, ſitting under the Tree forlorn and ſolitary, 
and defiring rather to die than to live; and He 
hath ſpread thee a Table from Heaven, and ſent 
thee away refreſhed, and encouraged ? How oft 
hath He found thee as the Servant of Eras, cry- 
ing out, Alas, what ſhall we do, an Haſt doth com- 
faſs the _— And He hath opened thine Eyes to 
ſee more for thee than againſt thee, both in re- 
Fare of the Enemies of thy Soul and thy Body. 

ow oft hath He found thee in ſuch a Paſſion as 
Jonas, in thy peeviſh Frenzy, weary of thy Life; 
and He hath not anſwered Paſhon with Paſſion, 
though He might have done well to be angry, but 
hath mildly reaſoned thee out of thy Madneſs, 

any 
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and ſaid, Doff thou well to be angry, or to repine 
againſt Me? How oft hath He ſet thee on watch 
ing and praying, or repenting and believing, and 
when He hath returned, hath found thee fat 
aſleep; and yet He hath not taken thee at the 
worſt, but inſtead of an angry Aggravation of thy 
Fault, He hath covered it over with the Mant|: 
of Love, and prevented thy over-much Sorroy 
with a gentle Excuſe, The Spirit is willing, but th 
Fleſh is weak? He might have done by thee, 2 
Epaminondas by his Soldier, who finding Hin 
aſleep upon the Watch, run him thro' with hi; 
Sword, and ſaid, «+ Dead I found thee, and deal 
« I leave thee: ” But He rather choſe to awake 
thee more gently, that his Tenderneſs might ad- 
moniſh thee, and keep the watching. H, 
bath He been traduced in his Cauſe, or Name, 
and thou haſt, like Peter, denied Him (at leaſt by 
thy Silence) whilſt He hath ſtood in Sight? Yet 
all the Revenge He hath taken, hath been a heart- 
melting Look, and a filent remembring thee of thy 
Fault by his Countenance. How oft hath Con- 
ſcience haled thee before Him, as the Phariſees 
did the adulterous Woman ; and laid moſt heinous 
Crimes to thy joy And when thou haſt ex- 
pected to hear the Sentence of Death, He hath 
ſhamed away thy Accuſers, and put them to Si- 
lence, and ſaid to thee, Neither do ] condemn thee ; 
go thy Way, and fin no more. 


Ax art thou not yet tranſported with Love 
Can thy Heart be cold when thou thinkeſt of this, 
or can it hold when thou  remembereſt thoſe 
boundleſs Compaſſions? Remembereſt thou not 


the Time when He met thee in thy Duties ; when 


He ſmiled upon thee, and ſpake comfortably to 
thee ? when thou didft /it under his Shadow wit) 
great Delight, and when his Fruit was ſiucet to thy 


Taft? 


* 


ow oſt ! 
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Taſte ? when He brought thee to his Banqueting -houſe, 
and his Banner over thee was Love ? when his Left- 
hand was under thy Head, and with his Right-hand 
He did embrace thee ? And doſt thou not yet cry 
out, Stay me, comfort me, for I am fick of Love ? 
Thus I would have thee deal with thy Heart ; thus 
hold forth the Goodneſs of Chriſt to thy AﬀeCtions ; 
plead thus the Caſe with thy frozen Soul, till thou 
ſay as David in another Caſe, My Heart was hot 


within me. 


Ir theſe Arguments will not rouſe up thy Love, 
thou haſt more of this Nature at Hand : Thou 
haſt all Chri/'s perſonal Excellencies to ſtudy ; 
thou haſt all his particular Mercies to thyſelf ; 
thou haſt all his ſweet and near Relations to thee, 
and thou haſt the Happineſs of thy perpetual Abode 
with Him hereafter : All theſe offer themſelves to 
thy Meditation, with all their ſeveral Branches. 
Only follow them cloſe to thy Heart, ply the 
Work, and let it not cool : Deal with thy Heart, 
as Chrift did with Peter, when He aſked thrice 
over, Loveſt thou Me ? ttill He was grieved, and 
anſwers, LorD, Thou knoweft that I love Thee. So 
ay to thy Heart, Loveſt thou the Lok! and 

it the ſecond Time, and urge it the third 


Time, Loveſt thou the Lord ; till thou grieve 
it, and ſhame it out of its Stupidity, and it can 
truly ſay, Thou knoweſt that I love Him. 


2. Taz next Affection to be excited, is Deſire. 
The Object of it is Goodneſs not yet attained, 
This being ſo neceſſary an Attendant of Love, and 
being excited much by the ſame Conſiderations, I 
ſuppoſe you need the leſs DireQion, and therefore 
I ſhall touch but briefly on this; If Love be hot, 
Deſire will not be cold. 


Vor. XXXVII, I i WHEN 
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Wurm thou haſt thus viewed the Goodneſs of 
the Lok p, and conſidered the Pleaſures that are 
at his Right-hand, then proceed on thy Medita- 
tion thus. Think with thyſelf, where have I been? 
what have I ſeen? O the incomprehenſible aſto- 
niſhing Glory] O the rare tranſcendent Beauty 
O blefled Souls that now enjoy it! that ſee a 
thouſand Fimes more clearly, what I have ſeen 
but darkly at this Diſtance, and ſcarce diſcern 
thro' the interpoſing Clouds! What a Difference 
is there betwixt nan, Tree and theirs ! I am ſighing, 
and they are finging: I am finning, and they are 
pleaſing God: I have an ulcerated Soul, like the 
loathſome Bodies of Fob or Lazarus, but they are 
perfect and without Blemiſh : I am here entangled 
in the Love of the World, when they are 8 Si 
up with the Love of Gop : I live indeed amongſt 
the Means of Grace, and I poſſeſs the Fellowſhip 
of my Fellow-Believers ; but I have none of their 
immediate Views of Gon, none of that Fellow- 
ſhip that they poſſeſs : They have none of my 
Cares and Fears; they weep not in ſecret; they 
languiſh not in Sorrows ; all Tears are wiped 
away from their Eyes. O what a Feaſt hath my 
Faith beheld, and what a Famine is yet in my 
Spirit! I have ſeen a Glimpſe of the Court of 
Gop, but alas, I ſtand but as a Beggar at the 
Doors, when the Souls of my Companions are 
admitted in. O bleſſed S-uls ! I may not, I dare 
not envy your Happineſs ; I rather rejoice in my 
Brethrens Proſperity, and am glad to think of 
the Day when I hal be admitted into your Fel- 
lowſhip: But O that I were ſo happy as to be in 
your Place; not to diſplace you, but to reſt there 
with you. Why muſt I ſtay and groan, and weep, 
and wait! My Loxy is gone, He hath left this 


Earth, and is entered into his Glory: My Bre- 
thren are gon”, my Friends are there, my Hou, 


m/ 
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my Hope, my All is there! and muſt I ſtay behind 
to ſojourn here? W hat precious Saints have left this 
Earth? If the Saints were all here, if Chriſt were 
here, then it were no Grief for me to ſtay : But 
when my Soul is fo far diſtant from my Gop, 
wonder not if I now complain; an ignorant Mi- 
cah will do ſo for his Idol, and ſhall not my Soul 
do fo for Gor ? And yet if I had no Hope of en- 
joying, I would go and hide myſelf in the De- 
br, and ſpend my Days in fruitleſs Wiſhes: 
But ſeeing it is the promiſed Land, the State I 
mult be advanced to myſelf, and my Soul draws 
near, and is almoſt at it, I will live and long; I 
will look and defire: I will breathe out, How 
long, LorD, how long | How long, Loxp, holy 
and true, wilt Thou faffer this Soul to pant and 
groan! and wilt not open and let him in, who 
waits and longs to be with Thee ! | 


Tus, Reader, let thy Thoughts aſpire : Thus 
whet the Defires of thy Soul by Meditation; till 
thy Soul long (as David's for the Waters cf Beth- 
Them) and ſay, O that one would give me to drink of 
the Wells of Salvation and 'till thou canſt ſay as 
he, I have longed for thy Salvation, O Lon. 


3. Taz next Affection to be ated, is Hope. 
This is of fiogular Uſe to the Soul. It helpeth 
exceedingly to ſupport it in Sufferings ; it encou- 
rageth it to adventure upon the greateſt Difficulties; 
it firmly eſtabliſheth it in the moſt ſhaking Trials, 
and it mightily enlivens the Soul in Duties. 


Let Faith then ſhew thee the Truth of the 
Promiſe, and Judgment the Goodneſs of the 
Thing promiſed ; and what then is wanting for 
the raiſing thy Hope? Shew thy Soul from the 

Ii 2 Word, 
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Word, and-from the Mercies, - and from the Na- 
ture of Gop, what Poſſibility, yea, what Proba- 
bility, yea, what Certainty thou haſt of poſſeſſing 
the Crown. Think thus, and rcaſon thus with 
thy own Heart: Why ſhould I not confidently 
and comfortably hope, when my Soul is in the 
Hands of fo compaſſionate a Saviour, and when 
the Kingdom is at the Diſpoſal of ſo bounteous a 
Gor ? Did He ever manifeſt any Backwardneſs 
to my Good, or diſcover the leaſt Inclination to 
my Ruin? Hath He not ſworn to the contrary to 
me in his Word, that He delights not in the Death 
of him that dieth, but rather that he ſhould re- 
pent and live? Have not all his Dealings with 
me witneſſed the ſame? Did He not mind me of 
my Danger, when I never feared it? And AN 
was this, if He would not have me to eſcape it 

Did He not mind me of my Happineſs, when! 
had no Thoughts of it? And why was this, but 
that He — have me to enjoy it? I have been 
aſhamed of my Hope in the Arm of Fleſh, but 
Hope in the Promiſe of Gop maketh not aſha- 
med: I will ſay therefore in my greateſt Suffer- 
ings, The LorD it my Portion, therefore will I hope 
im Him. The LORD is good 10 them that wait for 
Him, to the Soul that ſeeketh Him; it is good that J 
both hope, and quietly wait for the Salvation of the 
LorD. The Loxp will not caft off for ever ; but 
though He cauſe Grief, yet will He have Compaſſun 
according to the Multitude of his Mercies. Though 
I languiſh and die, yet will I hope; for He hath 
faid, The Righteous hath Hope in his Death. Tho 
I muſt lie down in Duſt and Darkneſs, yet there 
my Fleſh hall reft in Hope. And when my Fleſh 
bath nothing in which it may rejoice, yet will ! 


keep the Rejoicing of Hope firm to the End. 
| | 4. Tr 
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4. Tur laſt Affection to be ated is Joy. This 
is the End of all the reſt ; Love, Deſire, Hope» 
tend to the =_ of our-Joy. And is it nothing 
to have a Deed of Gift from Gop ? Are his infa- 
lible Promiſes no Ground of Joy? Is it nothing 
to live in daily Expectation of entering into the 
Kingdom ? Is not my Aſſurance of being glorified 
one Day, a ſufficient Ground for unexpreſſible 
Joy? Is it no Delight to the Heir of a Kingdom, 
to think of what he muſt hereafter poſſeſs, tho' 
at preſent he little differ from a Servant? Am 1 
* to rejoice in Hope of the Glory of 
0D | 
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Hers take thy Heart once again as it were by 
the Hand ; bring it to the Top of the highe 
Mount ; ſhew it the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the 
Glory of it : Say to it, All this will thy Lord be- 
flow upon thee, . who haſt believed in Him, and been 
a Worſhipper of Him. It is the Father's good Plea- 
ſure to give thee this Kingdom. Seeſt thou this 
aſtoniſhing Glory above thee ? Why all this is th 
own Inheritance. This Crown is thine, theſe 
Pleaſures are thine, becauſe thou art Chriſt's, and 
Chri/t is thine; when thou wert married to Him, 
thou hadſt all this with Him. 


Tnus take thy Heart into the Land of Pro- 
miſe; ſhew it the pleaſant Hills and fruitful Val- 
hes; ſhew it the Cluſters of Grapes which thou 
' haſt gathered, and b thoſe convince it that it is a 
bleſſed Land, flowing with better than Milk and 
Honey: Enter the Gates of the holy City, walk 
through the Streets of the new Jeruſalem, walk 
about Sien, go round about her, tell the Towers 
thereof, mark welt her Bulwarks, confider ber 
Palaces, that thou mayſt tell it to thy Soul: The 
Foundation is garniſhed with precious Stamt; the 
| | Ii 3 twelve 
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2 Gates are twelve Pearls; the Street of the Nl i/ 


ty is — Gold, as it were tranſparent Glaſs ; ther: þ 
is 22 emple in it, wh 107805 Almighty and 1 


the Lamb are the of it. It hath no Need of | 
Sun or Moon 2 in LA or the Glory of Gop l; 
doth fighten it, and the is the Light thereof, a) 


and the Nations of them which are ſaved fhall wil he 
in the Light gh of i This is thy Reſt, O my Soul, th 
and this muſt be the Place i thy everlaſting Ha- ni 
bitation : Let all the Sons of Sion then rejoice, ani 
the Danghters of Jeruſalem be glad; for great is t. 
Loxp, and greatly is He prejed in the City of ow i |: 
God Beautiful for Situation, the Foy of the whok \ 
Earth is Mount Sion: Gop is knows 1 in her Palaces D 


for a Refuge. | £ 


Ver proceed: The Soul (faith — an J 
loves, aſcends frequently, and runs familiarly thro 
the Streets of ve. heavenly erufalem, viſiting the 

- Patriarchs and — ade an the A olle, al 
and admiring the Armies of * and Conſeſ- 0 
fors. So do thou lead on thy Heart as from Street { 
to Street, bringing it into the Palace of the Great fl 
King, lead it, as it were ſrom Chamber to Cham- e. 
Jeep? fay to it, Here muſt I lodge, here muſt l it 
Jive, here muſt I love, and be beloved: I muſt h 
ſhortly be one of this heavenly Choir, 1 ſhall then n 
he better ſkilled in the Muſick ; among this bleſſed 0 
Company muſt I take my Place; my Tears wil! a 

then be wiped away: There it is that Trouble 
and Lamentation ceaſe, and the Voice of Sorrow 
is not heard: O when 1 look upon this glorious 
Place, what a Dungeon, methinks, is Earth? O 
what a Difference betwixe a Man feeble; pained, 
groaning, dying, rotting in the Grave, and one 
of theſe 7p. ue bleſſed, ſhining Saints? Here 
ſhall I drink t — the River of Pleaſure, th! 
Streams whereof glad the City % Ga. - 
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the Loxp will create a new Earth, and the former 
Hall not be remembred ; we ſhall be glad and rejoice 
for ever in that which He creates ; for He will create 
ſeruſalem, a Repoicing, and her People a Foy : Aud 
He will rejoice in Jeruſalem, and joy in his People, 
and the Voice of IVeeping ſhall be no more heard in 
her, nor the Voice of Crying; there ſhall be no more 
then an 1 of Days, nor an old Man that hath 
nt filled his Days. | 


Way do I not then ariſe from the Duſt, and 
lay aſide ſad Complaints, and ceaſe my 
Mourning ? Why do I not trample down vain 
Delights, and feed upon the foreſeen Delights of 
Glory? Why is not my Life a continual Joy; 
and the Savour of Heaven perpetually upon my 
Spirit? * = | 


r — 3 W 3 nd - ——_ 


I Do not place any flat Neceſſity in thy acting, 
all the fore-mentioned Affections in this Order at 
one Time, or in one Duty: Perhaps thou mayſt 
ſometime feet ſome one of thy Affections more 
flat than the reſt, and ſo to have more Need of 
exciting 3 or thou mayſt find one ſtirring more 
than che reſt, and ſo think it more ſeaſonable to 
help it forward ; or if thy Time be ſhort, thou 
mayſt work upon one AﬀeCtion one Day, and up- 
on another the next, as thou findeſt Cauſe : All 
this I leave to thy own Prudence. | 


Fx 
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CHAP. VIIL 4 

| j 
Some Advantages and Helps, for rai/ing the 8 
Soul by Maditation. 4 

bl 


HE next Part of this Directory, is to ſhey 

you what Advantages you ſhould take, and 

what Helps you ſhould uſe, to make your WW n. 

| _ Meditations of Heaven more quickning, and wh © 
| make you taſte the Sweetneſs that is therein. For C 
| this is the main Work, that you may not ſtick in: * 
| _ lemons. but may have the lively Senſe of WW 
tts: And this you will find to be A 

—— ork. It is eaſe » 
ſet 
T 
T 
th 


to think of Heaven a whole Day, than to be live) 

and affectionate in thoſe Thoughts one Quarter of 

an Hour. Therefore let us yet a little further conſ- 

- der what may be done, to make your Thoughts d 
Heaven piercing, affecting Thouyhts.. 


. Ir will des Point of ſpiritual Prudence, and 1 ©* 
ſingular Help to the furthering of Faith, to call i th 
our Senſes to its Aſſiſtance: If we can make uf © 
Friends of theſe uſual Enemies, and make then ſo 

Inſtruments of raifing us to Gop, which are tie 

uſual Means of drawing us from God, we ſhi 

perform a very excellent Work. Sure it is bot 0 

poſſible and lawful to do ſomething in this Kind; 

for Gon would not have given us either Sena © 

themſelves, or their uſual Objects, if they * 0 

* ſerviceable to his own I ws * 

pe * 
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Helps to raiſe us to the Apprehenſion of higher 
Things: And it is very conſiderable, how the Holy 
Ghoſt doth condeſcend in the Phraſe of Scripture, 
in brin ng Things down to the Reach of Senſe; 
how He ets forth the Excellencies of Spiritual 
Things in Words that are borrowed from the Ob- 
rects of Senſe. Doubtleſs, if ſuch Expreſſions had 
not been beſt, and to us neceſſary, the Holy Ghoſt 
would not have fo frequently uſed them: He that 
will ſpeak to Man's Underſtanding, muſt ſpeak in 
Man's Language, and ſpeak that which he is capa- 
ble to conceive. 


1. Go to then; When thou ſetteſt thyſe!f to 
meditate on the Joys above, think on them boldly 


| as Scripture hath expreſſed them: Bring down thy 


Conceivings to the Reach of Senſe. Excellency 
without Familiarity, doth more amaze than delight 
us; but Love and Joy are promoted by familiar 
Acquaintance: When we go about to think of God 
and Glory without theſe Spectacles, we are loſt, 
and have nothing to fix our Thoughts upon; we 
ſet Cop and Heaven ſo far from us, that our 
Thoughts are ſtrange, and we look at them as 
Things beyond our Reach, and are ready to fay, 


that which is above is nothing to us: To conceive 


no more of Gop and Glory, but that we cannot 
conceive them; and to apprehend no more, but 
that they are paſt Abandon, will produce no 
more Love but this, to acknowledge that they are 
ſo far above us that we cannot love them, and no 


more Joy but this, that they are above our rejoic- 


ing. And therefore put Chri/t no farther from you, 
than He hath put Himſelf, leſt the Divine Nature 
be again inacceſſible. Think of Cbriſt as in our 
own Nature glorified; think of our Fellow-Saints 
a Men there perfected; think of the City and State 
35 the Spirit hath expreſſed it, only with Caution. 


"y Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe thou wert now beholding this City of Goy, 
and that thou hadſt been Companion with John in 
his Survey of its Glory, and hadſt ſeen the Throne, 
the Majeſty, the Heavenly Hoſts, the ſhining Splen. 
dor which he ſaw: Draw as ſtrong Suppoſitions a 
may be from thy Senſe for the helping of thy Af 
fections: It is Jawful to ſuppoſe we did ſee for the 
preſent, that which Gop hath in Prophecies re 
vealed, and which we muſt really fee in more us. 
ſpeakable Brightneſs before long. Suppoſe therefor 
with thyſelf thou hadft been that Apoltle's Fellow. 
Traveller into the celeſtial Kingdom, and tht 
thou hadſt ſeen all the Saints in their white Robs, 
with Palms in their Hands: Suppoſe thou hadi 
heard thoſe Songs of Mleſes, and of the Lamb; c 
didſt even now hear them praifing and glorifying 
the Living Gop : If thou hadſt ſeen chele Things 
indeed, in what a Rapture would thou have been 
And the more ſerioufly thou putteſt this Suppoſitian 
3 thyſelf, the more will the Meditation elevate thy 


I woutD not have thee, as the Paplſti, dra 
them in Pictures, nor uſe ſuch Ways to repreſent 
them. This, as it is a Courſe forbidden by God, 
ſo it would but ſeduce and draw down thy Heart: 
But get the livelieſt Picture of them in thy Mind 
that poſſibly thou canſt; meditate of them, 261 
thou wert all the while beholding them, and as if 
thou wert even hearing the Hallelujahs; *till thou 
canſt ſay, Methinks I ſee a Glimpſe of the Glory! 
Methinks I hear the Shouts of Joy and Praiſe! Me. 
thinks I even ſtand by Abraham and David, Pein 
and Paul, and more of theſe triamphing Souls 
Methinks I ſee the Son of Gop appearing in the 
Clouds, and the World ftanding at his Bar to te. 
- ceive their Doom! Methinks I hear Him ſay, Cont 
ye bleſſed of my Father; and ſee them go reeiciꝶ * 
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the Foy of their Lox p! My very Dreams of theſe 
Things have deeply affected me; and ſhould not 
theſe juſt Suppoſitions affect me much more? What 
if I had ſeen with Paul thoſe unutterable Things! 
Should I not have been exalted (and that perhaps 
above Meaſure) as well as he? What if I had ſtood 
in the Room of Stephen, and ſeen Heaven opened, 
and Chri/t ſitting at the Right Hand of Gop? Sure- 
ly that one Sight was worth the ſuffering his Storm 
of Stones. that I might but ſee what he did ſee, 
though I alſo ſuffered what he did ſuffer! What if 
| had ſeen ſuch a Sight as Michaiab ſaw? The 
Lok b fitting upon his Throne, and all the Hoſts of 
Heaven landing on his Right Hand and on his Left. 
Why, theſe Men of Gop did ſee ſuch Things; and 
[ ſhall ſhortly ſee far more than ever they ſaw, till 
they were looſed from the Fleſh, as I muſt be. And 
thus you ſee how the familiar conceiving of the 
State of Bleſſedneſs, as the Spirit hath in a conde- 
ſending Language expreſſed it, and our ſtron 
niſing of Suppoſitions from our bodily Senſes, will 
further our Affections in this heavenly Work. 


2. THERE is yet another Way by which we 
may make our Senſes ſerviceable to us, and that is, 
by comparing the Objects of Senſe with the Objects 
of Faith; and ſo forcing Senſe to afford us that 
Medium, from whence we may conclude the tran- 
ſcendent Worth of Glory, by arguing from ſenſitive 
Delights as from the leſs to the greater. And here 
for your further Aſſiſtance, I ſhall furniſh you with 
ſome of theſe comparative Arguments. 

AxD 1. You muſt ſtrongly argue with your 
Hearts, from the corrupt Delights of ſenſual Men, 
Think then with yourſelves, when you would be 
ſenfible of the Joys above: Is it ſuch a Delight to a 
Sianer to do wicked)y ? And will it not be Kathe 
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ful indeed to live with Gop? Hath a Drunk 
ſuch Delight in his Cups and Companions, that 
the very Fears of Damnation will not make hin 
forſake them? Sure then there are high Delights 
with Gop! If the Way to Hell can afford ſuch Plez. 
ſure, what are the Pleaſures of the Saints in Hes. 


ven? 


_ - vv © ew A © or 


La, 


2. COMPARE alſo the Delights above, with the 
lawful Delights of Senſe. Think with thyſelf, hoy 
ſweet is Food to my Taſte when I am hungry! 
Eſpecially, as Iſaac ſaid, that which my Soul lmeth? 
What Delight hath the Taſte in 1 * * pleaſant 
Fruits, in ſome well rcliſhed Meats? O what De 
light then muſt my Soul have in feeding upon Ci 
the living Bread! And in eating with Him at his 
Table in his Kingdom] How pleaſant is Drink in 
the Extremity of Thirſt? Then how delightful wil 
it be to my Soul te drink of that Fountain of living 
Water, which whoſo drinks ſhall thirft no more? 


. ComPARE alſo the Delights above with the 
Delights that are found in natural Knowledge: 
This is far beyond the Delights of Senſe, and the 
Delights of Heaven are further beyond it. Think 
then, can an Archimedes be fo taken up with his 
mathematical Invention, that the Threats of Death 
cannot take him off? Should I not much more be 
taken up with the Delights of Glory, and die with 
theſe Contemplations freſh upon my Soul? Eipe- 
cially when my Death will perfect my Delights 
But thoſe of Archimedes die with him. What: 
Pleaſure is it to dive into the Secrets of Nature! to 
find out the Myſteries of Arts and Sciences! If ve 
make but any new Diſcovery in one of theſe, whit 
ſingular Pleaſure do we find therein! Think then 
what high Delights there are in the Knowledge 9 
Gop and Chr. If the Face of human _— 
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be ſo beautiful, that ſenſual Pleaſures are to it but 
baſe and brutiſh; how beautiful then is the Face of 
Gop! When we light on ſome choice and learned 
Book, how are we taken with it! we could read 
and ſtudy it Day and Night; we can leave Meat, 
and Drink, and Sleep to read it: What Delights 
then are there at Gop's Righe Hand, where we 
ſhall know in a Moment more than any-Mortal 
can know * | 


4. ComPARE alſo the Delights above, with the 
Delights of Morality, and of the natural Affections. 
What Delight had many ſober Heathens in the 
practice of moral Duties; ſo that they took him 
only for an honeſt Man who did well through tte 
Love of Virtue, and not only for Fear of Puniſt.- 
ment: Yea, ſo highly did they value Virtue, that 
they thought the chief Happineſs of Man conſiſted 
.in it. Think then what Excelleney there will te 
in that rare Perfection which we ſhall be raiſed to 
in Heaven? and in that uncreated Perfection of Gop 
which we ſhall behold? What Sweetneſs is there 
in the Exerciſe of natural Love; whether to Chil- 
dren, to Parents, to Yoke-Fellows, or to Friends ? 
The Delight which ſpecial faithful Friends find in 
loving and enjoying one another, is a moſt pleaſing 
ſweet Delight: Even Chri/? Himſelf, as it ſeemeth, 
had ſome of this Kind of Love; for He had one 
Diſciple whom He eſpecially loved. Think then, 


if the Delights of cordial Friendſhip be fo great, 


what Delight ſhall we have in the Friendſhip of the 
Moſt High ? and in our mutual Amity with Jeſus 
Chriſt? and in the deareſt Love and fort with 
the Saints? Surely this will be a cloſer and ſtricter 
Friendſhip than ever was betwixt any Friends on 
Earth; and theſe will be more lovely and deſirable 
Friends than any that ever the Sun beheld ; and 
doth our Affections to our Father, and our Saviour, 
Vor. XXXVII. K k but 
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but eſpecially his Affection to us, will be ſuch 
here we never knew; as Spirits are ſo far more 
powerful than Fleſh, that one Angel can deftroy 
an Hoſt, fo alſo are their Affections more ſtrong 
and powerful; we ſhall then love a thouſand Time 
more ſtrongly and ſweetly than now we can; and 
as all the Attribut and Works of Gop are incom. 
. ſo is the Attribute and Work of Love: 

e will love as many thouſand Times more, than 
we even at the perf&teſt are able to love Him: 
What Joy then will there be in this mutual Love! 


F. ComMPARE alſo the Excellencies of Heaven 
with thoſe glorious Works of the Creation which 
our Eyes now behold. What a deal of Wiſdom, 
and Power, and Goodneſs appeareth in and through 
them to a wiſe Obſerver? What a deal of the Ma- 
jeſty of the great Creator doth ſhine in the Face of 
this Fabrick of the World ? Surely his Works are 

eat and-admirable, ſought out of them that have 
Pleafure therein: This makes the Sudy of natural 
Philoſophy ſo pleaſant, becauſe the Works of Gop 
are ſo excellent: What rare Workmanſhip is inthe 
Body of a Man? yea, in the Body of every Beaſt! 
which makes the anatomical Studies fo delightful: 
What Excellency in every Plant we ſee? in the 
Beauty of Flowers? in the Nature, Diverſity and 
Uſe of Herbs? in Fruits, in Roots, in Minerals, 
and what not? But eſpecially if we look to the 
greater Works; if we conſider the whole Body of 
this Earth, and its Creatures, and Inhabitants; the 
Ocean of Waters, with its Motions and Dimen- 
ſions, the Variation of the Seaſons, and of the Face 
of the Earth; the Intcrcourſe of Spring and Fall 
of Summer and Winter; what wonderful Excel- 
lency do theſe contain? Why, then think if thele 
Thiogs, which are but Servants to ſinful Man, are 


yet fo full of myſterious Worth; what is that = 
| where 


ns op oP 


oe SC wu XS oo © ra ©m 


—= XX 2 


-+ 
— m 
Win 


ee 


— 
© 


SF _—S —< 


n 
h 


> . 


OO Oo SS” ae Tn —-—,AJv fG-&* .  . © © = co 


The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 309 


where Gop Himſelf doth dwell, prepared for the 
Juſt who are perfected with Chriſt? 


WHEN thou walkeſt forth in the Evening, look 
upon the Stars, in what Numbers they beſpangle 
the Firmament: If in the Days Time, look up to 
the glorious Sun; view the wide expanded Heavens, 
and fay to thyſelf, What Glory is in the leaſt of 
onder Stats? What a vaſf7 what a reſplendent 
y hath yonder Moon, and every Planet? What 
an inconceivable Glory hath the Sun? Why, all 
this is nothing to the Glory of Heaven. Yonder 
Sun muſt there be laid afide as uſeleſs; for it would 
not be ſeen for the Brightneſs of Gob |! I ſhall live 
above all yonder Glory: Yonder is but Darkneſs 
to the Luſtre of my Father's Houſe; I ſhall be as 
glorious as that Sun myſelf, _ 


So thin of the reſt of the Creatures: This 
whole Earth .is but my Father's Footſtool ; this 
Thunder is nothing to his dreadful Voice; theſe 
Winds are nothing to the Breath of his Mouth: So 
much Wiſdom and Power as appear in theſey ſo 
much, and far much more Greatneſs, and Good- 
neſs, and Delight, ſhall I enjoy in the actual Frui- 
tion of Gop. Surely, if the Rain which rains, 
and the Sun which ſhines on the Juſt and Unjuſt, 
be ſo wonderful ; the Sun then which muſt ſhine 
on none but Saints and Angels, muſt needs be 
wonderful and ravithing in Glory. 


6. Compare the Things which thou ſhalt en- 
joy above, with the Excellency of thoſe admirable 
Works of Providence, which Gop doth: exerciſe 
in the Church, and in the World. What glorious 
Things hath the Lox D wrought? And yet we ſhall 
more glorious than theſe» Would it not be an 
altoniſhing Sight, to ſec 1 Sea ſtand as a Wall * 
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the Right Hand, and on the Left, and the People 
of Tſrael paſs ſafely through, and Pharaoh and his 
People ſwallowed up? If we had ſeen the Rock to 
guſh forth Streams, or Manna or Quails rainet 
down from Heaven, or the Earth open, and wal 
low up the Wicked; would not all theſe have bee 
wondrous, glorious Sights? But we ſhall fee far 
greater Things than theſe. And as our Sights ſhal 
be more wonderſul, fo alſo they ſhall be more 
ſweet: There ſhall be no Blood or Wrath inter 
mingled; we ſhall not then cry out as David, M 
ſhall "ang before this holy Loxy Gon ? Would it 
not have been an aſtoniſhing Sight to have ſeen the 
Sun ſtand ftill in the Firmament? Why, we ſhall 
fee when there ſhall be no Sun to ſhine at all; we 
ſhall behold for ever à Sun of more incomparable 
Brightneſs. Were it not a brave Life, if we might 
ſtill live among Wonders and Miracles; and all 
for us, and not againſt us? If we could have 
Drought or Rain at our Prayers, as Elias; of it 
we could call down Fire from Heaven, to deſtroy 
our Enemies; or raiſe the Dead to Life, as Eli; 
or eure the Diſeaſed, and ſpeak ſtrange Languages, 
as the Apoſtles: Alas, theſe' are nothing to the 
Wonders which we ſhall ſee and poſſeſs with Gon, 
and all thoſe Wonders of Goodnefs and Love! We 
thall poſſeſs that Pearl and Power itſelf, through 
whoſe Virtue all theſe Works were done; we ſhall 
ourſelves be the Subjects of more wonderful Mer- 
cies than any of theſe. Jonas was raiſed but from 
a three Days Burial, from the Belly of the Whale 
in the deep Ocean; but we ſhall be raiſed from 
many Years Rottenneſs and Duſt, and that Duſt 
Exalted to a Sun-like Glory, and that Glpry perpe- 
tuated to all Eternity. hat ſayſt thou ? Is not 
this the greateſt of Miracles or Wonders? Surely, 
if we obſerve but common Providences, the Mo- 
tions of the Sun, the Tides of the Sea, the ſtand- 
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ing of the Earth, the ogy oy, it, the watering it 
with Rain as a Garden, the keeping in Order a 
wicked confuſed World, with Multitudes the like ; 
they are all very admirable: But then to think of 
the Sion of God, of the Viſion of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, of the comely Order of the heavenly Hoſt ; 
what an admirable Sight muſt that needs be? O 
what rare and mighty Works have we ſeen? what 
clear Diſcoveries of an almighty Arm? what mag- 
nifying of Weakneſs? what caſting down of 
Strength? what Wonders wrought by moſt im- 
wes. Means? what turning of Tears and Fears 
into Safety and Joy? ſuch hearing of earneſt 
Prayers, as if Gop could have denied us nothing? 
All theſe were wonderful Works: But what are 
theſe to our full Deliverance? to our final Con- 
uot to our eternal Triumph? and to that great 
Day of great Things ? | 


7. COMPARE alſo the Mercies which thou ſhalt 
have above, with thoſe particular Providences which 
thou haſt enjoyed thyſelf. - If thou be a Chriſtian 
indeed, thou haſt, if not in thy Book, yet cer- 
tainly in thy Heart, many Favours upon Record; 
the very Remembrance and Rehearſal « of them is 
ſweet; how much more ſweet was the actual En- 
joyment? But all theſe are nothing, to the Mercies 
which are above. Look over the excellent Mercies 
of thy Vouth, the Mercies of thy riper Vears, the 
Mercies of thy Proſperity and of thy Adverſity, the 
Mercies of thy ſeveral Places and Relations : Are 
they not excellent and innumerable? Canſt not 
thou think on the ſeveral Places thou haſt lived in, 
and remember that they have each had their ſeyeral 
Mercies? The Mercies of ſuch a Place, and ſuch 
a Place; and all of them very rich and engaging 
Mercies? O how ſweet was it to thee, when GobD 


tefolved thy laſt Doubts? when He overcame and 
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filenced thy Fears and Unbelief? when He prevent. 
ed the Incoveniencies of thy Life, which thy own 
Counſel would have caſt thee into? when He eaſe 


thy Pains? when He healed thy Sickneſs, and raiſed 
thee up as from the very Grave? Were not all theſ 


precious Mercies? Alas, theſe are but ſmall Things 
| for thee in the Eyes of Gop; He intendeth the: 


far greater Things than theſe, even ſuch as the: 
are ſcarce a Taſte of. It was a choice Mercy that 
Gop hath fo notably anſwered thy Prayers, and 
that thou haſt been ſo oft and evidently a Prevailer 
with Him: But O think, Are all theſe ſo ſweet ard 
ous, that my Life would have been a perpetual 
iſery without them ? Hath his Providence lifted 
me ſo high on Earth, and his therciful Kindneſs 
made me great? How ſweet then will the Glory of 
his Preſence be? And how high will his eternal 
Love exalt me? And how great ſhall I be made in 


Communion with his Greatneſs? If my Pilgrimage 


and Warfare have ſuch Mercies; what ſhall I find 


in my Home, and in my Triumph? If I have had 


ſo much in this ſtrange Country, at ſuch a Diftance 
from Him; what ſhall I have in Heaven in his im- 
mediate Preſence? 


8. Cour Axt the Joy which thou ſhalt have in 
Heaven, with that which the Saints of Gon have 
found in the Way to it, and in the Foretaſtes of it: 
When thou a heavenly Man rejoice, think 
what it is that ſo affects him. It is the Property of 
Fools to rejoice in Toys; but the People of Go 
are wiſer, they know what it is that makes them 

ad. When did Gos reveal Himſelf to any of bis 
ints, but the Joy of their Hearts was anſwerable 
to the Revelation? When Moſes had been talking 
with Gop in the Mount, it made his Viſage (0 
orious, that the People could not en- 
it; but he was fain to put a Veil 
4 upon 
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upon it: No Wonder then if the Face of Goy 
muſt be veiled, till we are come to that State where 
we ſhall be capable of beholding Him, when the 
Veil ſhall be taker away, and we all beholding Him 
with open Face, ſhall be changed into the ſame Image 

im Glory to Glory. Alas, what are the back Parts 
which Miſes faw from the Clefts of the Rock, to 
that open Face which we ſhall behold hereafter ? 
What is that Revelation to John in Paimos, to this 
Revelation which we ſhall have in Heaven? How 
ſhort doth Paul's Viſion come of the Saint's Viſion 
above with Gon? How ſmall a Part of the Glory 
which we muſt ſee, was that which fo tranſported 
Peter in the Mount? I confeſs theſe were all extra- 
ordinary Foretaſtes; but little to the full beatifical 
Viſion. When David foreſaw the Reſurrection of 
Chrift and of himſelf, how doth it make him break 
forth and ſay, Therefore my Heart was glad, and 
my Glory rejoiceib, my _ alſo ſhall reſt ni Hope: 
Think then, if the Foreſight can raiſe ſuch raviſh- 
ing Joy, what will the actual Poſſeſſion do? How 
oft have we read and heard of the dying Saints, who 
when they had ſcarce Strength and Life to expreſs 
them, have been as full of Joy as their Hearts 
could hold? And when their Bodies have been un- 
der the Extremitics of their Sickneſs, yea, ready to 
fee] the Pangs of Death, have yet had fo much of 
Heaven in their Spirits, that their Joy hath far ſur- 
paſſed their Sorrows? And if a Spurk of this Fire 
be ſo glorious, and that in the Midſt of the Sea of 
Adverſity; what then is that Sun of Glory itſelſ? 


9. Compares alſo the Glory of the heavenly 
Kingdom, with the Gloty of the Church on Earth, 
and of Chyift in his State of Humiliationz and you 
may eaſily conclude, if Chrift ſtanding in the Room 
of Sinners, was fo wonderful in Excellencies, what 
» Chri at the Father's Right Hand? And if the 
v | Church, 
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Church, under her Sins and Enemies, hath ſo much 
Beauty; ſomething it will have at the Marriage d 
the Lamb. How wonderful was the Son of Goy 
in the Form of a Servant! When He is born, the 
Heavens muſt proclaim Him by Miracles ; a ney 
Star muſt appear in the Firmament, and fetch Men 
from remote Parts of the World to worſhip Him in 
a Manger; the Angels and heavenly Hoſt muſt de. 
clare his Nativity, and ſolemnize it with prai 
and glorifying Gop ; When He ſets upon his Ot- 
fice, his whole Life. is a Wonder; Water turned 
into Wine, Thouſands fed with five Loaves and 
two Fiſhes, the Lepers cleanſed, the Sick healed, 
the Lame reſtored, the Blind receive their Sight, 
the Dead raiſed ; if we had ſeen all this, ſhould we 
not have thought it wonderful? The moſt deſperate 
Diſeaſes cured with a Touch, with a Word ; the 
blind Eyes with a little Clay and Spittle ; the De- 
vils depatting by Legions at Command; the Winds 
and the Seas obeying his Word: Are not all theſe 
wonderful? Think then, how wonderful is his ce- 
leſtial Glory? If there be ſuch cuttings down of 
Boughs, and ſpreading of Garments, and crying 

Hoſanna, to one that comes into Feru/alem riding 
on an Aſs; what will there be when He come 
with his Angels in his Glory? If they that her 
Him preach the Goſpel of the Kingdom, have their 
Hearts turned within them, that they turn and fay, 
Never Man ſpake like this Man; then ſure they that 
behold his Majeſty in his Kingdom, will fay, Ther: 
was never Glory like this Glory. If when his Ene- 
mies come ta apprehend him, the Word of his 
Mouth doth caſt them all to the Ground; if when 
He is dying, the Earth muſt tremble, the Veil of 
the Temple rend, the Sun in the Firmament hide 

its Face, and the dead Bodies of the Saints ariſe: 

O what a Day will it be, when He will once more 

ſhake, not the Earth only, but the Heavens = 
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nnd remove the Things that are ſnaken? when this 
dun ſhall be taken out of the Firmament, and be 
00 i everlaſtingly darkened with the Brightneſs of his 
the BY Glory? when the Dead muſt all riſe and ſtand be- 
fore Him; and all hall acknowledge Him to be the 

en WY en of Gon, and every Tongue confeſs Him to be 
"il 8 Loxp ad King? If when He riſeth again, the 
be Grave and Death have loſt their Power, and the 
| Angels of Heaven muſt roll away the Stone, and 
* zftoniſh the Watchmen 'til they are as dead Men, 
e and ſend the Tidings to his dejeRted Diſciples ; if 
nd BY the bolted Doors cannot kcep Him out; if the Sea 
d, be as firm Ground for Him to walk on; if He can 
aſcend to Heaven in the Sight of his Diſciples, and 
8 ſend the Angels. to forbid them gazing after Him: 
O what Power, and Dominion, and Glory then 


be is He now poſiefſed of! and muſt we ever poſſeſi 
> with Him! 


Yer think further, Are his very Servants enabled 
to do ſuch Miracles when He is gone from them? 


Can a few poor Fiſhermen, and Tent-makers, 
cure the Lame, and Blind, and Sick? open Pri- 
ns, deftroy the Diſobedient, and raiſe the Dead ? 
O then what a World will that be, where every 
4 one can do greater Works than theſe? It were muc 


to have the Devils ſubject to us; but more to have 
our Names written in the Book of Life. If the 
= Preaching of the Goſpel be accompanied with 
ſuch Power, that it will pierce the Hearts, and dif- 
cover its Secrets, bring down the Proud, and make 
the ſtony Sinner tremble; if it can make Men burn 
their Books, felt their Lands, bring in the Price, 
and lay it down at the Preachers Feet; if it can 
make the Spirits of Princes ſtoop; and the Kings 
of the Earth reſign their Crowns, and do their Ho- 
mage to eſis C - ; if it can ſubdue Kingdoms, 
and convert T de, and turn the Wor =_ 
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upſide down; if the very Mention of the Judgmen' 
and Life to come, can make the Judge on the 
Bench to tremble : What then is the Glory of the 
Kingdom itſelf? What an abſolute Dominion have 
Chrift and his Saints? And if they have this Power 


and. Honour in the Day of their Abaſement, what 
will they have in their full Advancement? 


10. ComPaARE the Mercies thou ſhalt have 
above, with the Mercies which Chr:/# hath here 
beſtowed” on thy Soul; and the glorious Change 
which thou ſhalt have at laſt, with the graciou 
Change which the Spirit hath wrought on thy Heart, 
Compare the Comforts of thy Glorification, with 
the forts of thy SanGihcation. There 7 not 
the ſmalleſt Grace in thee, which is genuine, but 
is of greater Worth than the Riches of the Indies; 
nor a hearty Deſire and Groan after Chri/t, but is 
more to be valued than the Kingdoms of the World: 
A fenewed Nature is the very Image of Gop; 
Scripture calleth it, Chrift dwelling in us, and tht 
Spirit of God dwelling in us: It is a Beam from 
the Face of Gop Himſelf; it is the Seed of Gop 
remaining in us; it is the only inherent Beauty of 
the rational Soul; it ennobleth Man above all No- 
bility z it fitteth him to underſtand his Maker's 
Pleaſure, to do his Will, and to receive his Glory: 
Think then with thyſelf, if this Grain of Mala 
Seed be fo precious, what is the Tree of Life in te 
Midft of the Paradiſe of Goo? If a Spark of Liſe 
be ſo much, how glorious then is the Fountain and 
End of this Life? If we are even now ſaid t be lite 
GoD, and to bear his Image, and to be holy as He it 
holy ; ſure we ſhall then be much liker Gop, when 
we are perfectly holy, and without Blemiſh. l 
the Deſire of Heaven ſo precious a Thing? what 
then is the Thing itſelf ? Is Love ſo excellent! 
what then is the Beloved? Is our Joy in foreleang 
| an 
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and believing ſo ſweet? what will be the Joy in 
the full Poſſeſſion? O the Delight that a Chriſtian 
hath in the lively Exerciſe of ſome of theſe Aﬀec- 
tions! What Good doth it to his very Heart, when 
he can feelingly ſay, he loves his LoR D? Yea, even 
thoſe troubling Paſſions of Sorrow aud Fear, are 
yet delightful, when they are rightly exerciſed: How 
glad is a poor Chriſtian when he feeleth his Heart 
melt, and when the Thoughts of ſinful Unkindneſs 
will diflolve it! Even this Sorrow doth yield him 
Matter of Joy: O what will it then be, when we 
ſhall do * but know God, and love, and re- 
joice, and praiſe, and all this in the higheſt Perfec- 
tion? What a Comfort is it to my doubting Soul, 
when I have a little Aſſurance of the Sincerity of 
my Graces ? How much more will it comfort meg 
to find that the Spirit hath ſafely conducted me, and 
left me in the Arms of Jeſus? What a Change was 
it that the Spirit made upon my Soul, when He 
firſt turned me from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Pater of Satan unto GoD? To be taken from that 
horrid State of Nature, wherein myſelf and my 
Actions were loathſome to Gop, and the Sentence 
of Death was paſſed upon me, and the Almighty 
took me for his utter Enemy; and to be $a 3 
numbred among his Saints, and called his Friend, 
his Servant, his Son, and the Sentence revoked 
which was gone forth; O what a Change was this! 
To be taken from that State wherein 1 was born, 
and had lived ſo many Years, and if I had fo died 
I had been damned for ever; and to be juſtified 
from all theſe Crimes, and freed from all theſe 
Plagues, and put into the Title of an Heir of Hea- 
ven, O what an aſtoniſhing Change was this! How 
much greater will that glorious Change then be ? 
Beyond exprefling! beyond conceiving! How oft, 
when' I have thought of this Change in my Re- 
generation, have | cried out, O bleſſed Day 8 
oh an 
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and bleſſed be the LoR D that I ever faw it! 
How then ſhould I cry out in Heaven, O bleſſed 
Eternity] and bleſſed be the Lox Þ that brought me 
to it! Was the Mercy of my Converſion fo ex 
ceeding Feats that the Angels of Gop did rejoice 
to ſee it? Sure then the Mercy of my Salvation 
will be ſo great, that the ſame Angels will congra- 
tulate my Felicity. This Grace is but a Spark that 
is raked up in the Aſhes; it is covered with Fleſh 
from the Sight of the World: But my everlaſting 
Glory will not be. under a Bufbel, but upon a Hil, 
even upon Sion, the Mount of Gop. 


- 


CHAP. H. 


How to manage and watch over the Heart 
through the whole Work. 


ou in managing your Hearts through this 

ork, and to ſhew you wherein you hare 

Need to be exceeding watchful. I have ſhewed 
before, what muſt be done with your Hearts in 
your Preparations to the Work, and in your ſetting 
upon it: I ſhall now:ſhew it you, in Reſpect of the 
Time of the Performance. , Our chief Work wil 
here be, to diſcover to you the Danger, and that 
will direct you to the Remedy. Let me thercor 
acquaint you before - hand, that whenever you { 
upon this heavenly Employment, you ſhall find 
your on Hearts your greateſt Hinderer, and they 
will prove falſe to you in one or all of theſe fout 


* laſt Part of this Directory, is, To guide 
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rees. Firſt, they will hold off, that you will 
— get them to the Work; or elſe they will be- 
tray you by their Idleneſs in the Work, pretending 
to do it, when they do it not; or they will inter- 
rupt the Work, by their frequent Excurfions, and 
turning aſide to every Vo ; or they will ſpoil 
the Work by cutting it ſhort, and be gone before 
you have done any on it. Therefore I fore- 
warn you, as you value the unvaluable Comfort of 
this Work, faithfully reſiſt theſe four dangerous 
Evils. © 


1. THov ſhalt find thy Heart as backward to 
this, as to any Work in the World. O what Ex- 
cuſes it will make! what Evaſions it will find out! 
and what Delays, when it is never ſo much con- 
vinced! Either it will queſtion, whether it be a 
Duty or not; or, if it be ſo to others, yet whether 
it be ſo to thee? It will take up any Thing like 
Reaſon to plead __ it; or, if thy Heart have no- 
thing againſt the Work, then it will trifle away the 
Time in Delays, and promiſe this Day and the 
next, but ſtill keep off ; or laſtly, if thou wilt not 
be ſo baffled with Excuſes or Delays, thy Heart will 
give thee a flat Denial, and oppoſe its own Unwil- 
hs lingneſs to thy Reaſon; thou ſhalt find it draw back 
" with all the Strength it hath. T ſpeak all this of 
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vel BY the Heart ſo far as it is carnal for ſo far as it is ſpi- 
* ritual, it will judge this Work the ſweeteſt in the 
World. 
the | 
- Bor take up the Authority which Gop hath 


given thee, command thy Heart; if it rebel, uſe 
Violence with it; if thou be too weak, call in the 


ft spin of 'Chri/? to thine Afliſtance ; He is never 
find backward to fo good a Work, nor will deny his 
the) tlelp in fo juſt a Cauſe: Gop will be ready to help 
5 thee, if thou be not unwilling to help thyſelf, Say 


Vor. XXXVII. L unto 
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unto Him, „ Lorn, Thou gaveſt my Reaſon the 
Command of my Thoughts and Affections; the 
Authority I have received over them, is from Thee, 
and now, behold they refuſe to obey thine Autho- 
uy 3 Thou commandeſt me to ſet them to the 
ork of heavenly Meditation, but they rebel and 
ſtubbornly refuſe the Duty; wilt Thou not ab 
me to execute that Authority which Thou ha 
iven me? O ſend down thy Spirit and Power, that 
1 enforce thy Commands, and effectually com- 
pel them to obey thy Will.“ 


Ax thus doing, thou ſhalt ſee thy Heart vil 
ſubmit; its Reſiſtance will be brought under; and 
its Backwardneſs will be turned to Compliance. 


2. WHEN thou haſt got thy Heart to the Work, 
beware leſt it delude thee by a loitering Formality; 
leſt it ay, I go, and go not; leſt it trifle out the 
Time, while it ſhould be effectually meditating. 
When thou haſt perhaps but an Hour's Time for 
Meditation, the Time will be ſpent before thy Heart 
will be ſerious. This doing of Duty, as if we did 
it not, doth undo as many as the flat Omiſhon of 
it. To rub out the Hour in a bare lazy thinking 
of Heaven, is but to loſe that Hour, and delude 
thyſelf. What is to be done in this Caſe? Why, 
do here alſo as you do by a loitering Servant; keep 
thine Eye always upon thy Heart; look not ſo much 
to the Time it ſpendeth in the Duty, as to the Work 
that is done: You can tell by his Work, whether 
your Servant hath been painful: Aſk, what Aﬀec- 
tions have yet been ated? How mucham I yet got 
nearer Heaven? Verily many a Man's Heart muſt 
be followed as cloſe in this Duty of Meditation, as 
an Ox at the Plow, that will go no longer than 

ou are calling or ſcourging ; if you ceaſe driving 
—＋ Moment, the Heart will ſtand ſtill, 
TI wouLD 
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I woULD not have thee of the Judgment of thoſe 
who think that while they are ſo backward, it is 
better let it alone; and that if mere Love will not 
bring them to the Duty, the Service is worſe than 
the Omiſſion: Theſe Men underſtand not, F, 
that this Argument would certainly caſhier all ſpi- 
titual Obedience; nor do they underſtand well the 
Corruptneſs of their own Natures ; nor that their 
finful Undiſpoſedneſs will not ſuſpend the Com- 
mands of Gop; nor one Sin excuſe another; efpe- 
cially they little know the Way of Gop to excite 
their Aﬀections ; and that the Love which ſhould 
compel them, muſt itſelf be firft compelled, in the 
fame Senſe as it is faid to compel: Love I know i 
a moſt precious Grace, and ſhould have the chicf 
Intereſt in all our Duties; but there are Means ap- 
pointed by Gop to procure this Love; and ſhall I 
not uſe thoſe Means, till I can uſe them from 
Love ? that were to neglect the Means, 'till I have 
the End. Muſt I not ſeck to procure Love, till I 
have it already ? There are Means alfo for the in- 
ereaſing of Love where it is begun, and Means for 
exciting it where it licth dull; and muſt I not uſe 
theſe Means, 'til! it is increaſed and excited? Fall 
upon the Work, till thou art conſtrained to Love; 
and then Love wil: conftrain thee to further Duty. 


3. As thy Heart will be loitering, fo will it be 
diverting. It will be turning afide like a careleſs 
Servant, to talk with every one that paſſeth by; 
When there ſhou!d be nothing in thy Mind, but 
the Work in Hand; it will be thinking of thy Cal- 
ling, or of thy Aſſlictions, or of every Bird, or 
Tree, or Place thou ſeeſt, or of any Impertinency, 


rather than of Heaven. The Cure here is the ſame 


with that before; to uſe Watchfulneſs and Violence 
with your own Imaginations, and as ſoon as = 


out, to chide them in. Drive away theſe 
L1 2 Birds 
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Birds of Prey from thy Sacrifice, and ſtrictly keep 
thy Heart to the Work thou art upon. 


4. LasTLy, Be ſure alſo to look to thy Heart 
in this, that it cut not off the Work before the 
Time, and run not away through Wearineſs, be- 
fore it have Leave. Thou ſhalt find it exceeding 
proae to this. Thou mayſt eaſily perceive it in 
other Duties: If in Secret thou ſt thyſelf to pray, 
is not thy Heart urging thee til] to cut it ſhort? 
Doſt thou not frequently find a Motion to have 
done? Art thou not ready to be up, as ſoon almoſt 
as thou art down on thy Knees? So it will be 
alſo in thy Contemplations of Heaven; as faſt 
thou getteſt up thy Heart, it will be down again; 
t will be weary of the Work; it will be minding 
thee of other Buſineſs to be done, and ſtop thy hea- 
venly Walk, before thou art well warm. What 
is to be done in this Caſe alſo? Why, the ſame 
Authority and Reſolution which brought it to the 
Work, and obſerved it in the Work, muſt hold it 
to it, *till the Work be done. Stick to the Work 
till thy Graces be acted, thy AﬀeRions raiſed, and 
thy Soul refreſhed with the Delights above; or if 
thou canſt not obtain theſe Ends at once, ply it 
the cloſer the next Time, and let it not go till thou 
feel the Bleſſing. Bleſſed is that Servant, whom hi 
Logp, when 2 comes, ſhall find ſo doing. 


Tus I have directed you in this Work of hea- 
yenly Contemplation, and led you into the Pati 
where you may walk with Gop. But becauſe! 
would bring it down to the Capacity of the Mean- 
eſt, and help their Memories who are apt to let ſlip 


the former Particulars, I ſhall here contract the 
whole, and lay it before you in a narrower Com- 
paſs, But till I wiſh thee to remember, it is the 
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practice of a Duty that I am directing thee in, and 
therefore if thou wilt not practiſe it, do not read it. 


Tas Sum is this, As thou makeſt Conſcience 
of praying daily, ſo do thou of Meditation; and 
more eſpecially on the Joys of Heaven, To this 
End, ſet apart on Hour or Half Hour every Day 
wherein thou. mayſt lay afide all worldly Thoughts, 
and with all poſſible Seriouſneſs and Reverence, as 
if thou wert to ſpeak with Go Himſelf, or to have 
a Sight of Chrift, or of that bleſſed Place; fo with- 
draw thyſelf into ſome ſecret Place, and ſet thyſelf 
wholly to the following Work: If thou canſt, take 
Jaac's Time and Place, who went forth into the 
Field in the Evening to meditate: But if thou be a 
Servant or poor Man that cannot have that Leiſure, 
take the fatteſt Time and Place that thou canſt, 
2 it be when thou art private about thy La- 

urs. 


WHEN thou ſetteſt tothe Work, look up to- 
ward Heaven, let thine Eye lead thee as near as it 
can; remember that there is thine everlaſting Reſt; 
ſtudy its Excellency, ſtudy its Reality, till thy 
Unbelief be filenced, and thy Faith prevail: If thy 
Judgment be not yet drawn to Admiration, uſe 
thoſe ſenſible Helps and Advantages Which were 
even now laid down. Compare thy heavenly Joys 
with the choiceſt on Earth, and fo riſe up from 
Senſe to Faith; if this mere Conſideration prevail 
not, then plead the Caſe with thy Heart: Preach 
upon this Text of Heaven to thyſelf; convince, in- 
form, confute, inſtruc, reprove, examine, admo- 
niſh, encourage, and comfort thy own Soul from 
this celeſtial Doctrine; draw forth thoſe ſeveral 
Conſiderations of thy Reſt, on which thy ſeveral 
Affections may work, eſpecially that Affection or 
Grace which thou intendeſt to act. If it be Love 
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which thou wouldſt act, ſhew it the Lovelineſs of 
Heaven, and how ſuitable it is to thy Condition: [f 
it be Deſire, conſider thy Abſence from this lovely 
Odject: If it be Hope, conſider the Poſſibility and 
Probability of obtaining it: If it be Courage, con- 
fider the ſingular Afftance and Encouragement; 
which thou mayſt receive from Gop, the Wezk- 
neſs of the Enemy, and the Neceſſity of prevailing: 
If it be Joy, confider its excellent raviſhing Glory, 
thy Intereſt in it, and its Certainty, and the Near. 
neſs of the Time when thou mayſt poſſeſs it. Urge 
theſe Conſiderations Home to thy Heart ; whet them 
with all poſſible Seriouſneſs upon each Affection: 
If thy Heart draw back, force it to the Work; ii 
jt leiter, ſpur it on; if it ſtep aſide, command it 
in again; if it would flip away, and leave the Work, 
uſe thine Authority; keep it cloſe to the Buſineſs, 
till thou haft obtained thine End; fiir not away, 
if it may be, till thy Love flame, till thy Joy be 
raiſed, or till thy Deſire or other Graces be lively. 
Call in Aſſiſtance alſo from Gor, mix Ejaculation: 
with thy Soliloquies; 'till having ſeriouſly pleaded 
the Caſe with thy Heart, and reverent]y pleaded the 
Caſe with Gop, thou haft pleaded thyſelf from a 
Clod to a Flame, from a forgetfu} Sinner to a mind- 
ful Lover; from a Lover of the Woild, to : 
Thirſter after Gop ; from a fearfu! Coward, to 3 
te ſolved Chriſtian. In a Word, what will not be 
done one Day, do it the next, till thou had plead- 
ed thy Heart from Earth to Heaven; from con- 
verſing below, to a walking with Gop; and 'til 
thou canſt lay thy Heart to Reſt, as in the-Bgſom 
of Cbriſi, in this Meditation of thy full and ever- 


laſt ing Reſt. 
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Au Example of this heavenly Contemplation, for 
the Help of the Unſtil ful. 


EST! How ſweet a Word is this to mine 
Ears? Methinks the Sound doth turn to Sub- 
ſtance, and having entered at the Ear, de- 

ſcendeth down to my very Heart; methinks I feel 

it ſtir and work, and that through all my Parts and 

Powers, but with a various Work upon my various 

Parts. To my wearied Senſes and languid Spirits, 

it ſeems a quieting powerful Opiate; to my dulied 

Powers it is Spirit and Life; to my dark Eyes, it 

is both Eye-Salve, and a Proſpective; to my Taſte 
it is Sweetneſs; to mine Ears it is Melody; to my 

Hands and Feet, it is Strength and Nimbleneſs: 
Methinks I feel it digeſt as it proceeds, and increafe 

my native Heat and Moiſture, and lying as a re- 

viving Cordial at my Heart, from thence doth ſend 
forth lively Spirits, which beat thro” all the Pulſes 
of my Soul. Reſt! Not as the Stone that reſts on 
the Earth, nor as theſe Clods of Fleſh ſhall reſt in 
the Grave ; ſo our Beaſts muſt reſt as well as we; 
nor is it the ſatisfying of our fleſhly Luſts, nor ſuch 

2 Reſt as the carnal World deſireth: No, no; we 

have another Kind of Reſt than theſe: Reſt we 

ſnall from our Labours, which were but the Wa 
and Means to Reſt; but yet that is the ſmall 

Part: O blefſed Reſt, where we ſhall never reſt . 

Day nor Night, crying, Hoy, holy, holy LoRD Ka” | 

| 0 
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of Sabbaoth! Where we ſhall reſt from Sin, but not 
m Worſhip ! from Suffering and Sorrow, but 
not from Solace | O bleſſed Day, when I ſhall reſt 
with Gop! when I ſhall reſt in the Arms and Bo- 
ſom of my Lox D] when I ſhall reſt in knowing, 
loving, rejoicing, and-prailing | when my perfect 
Soul and Body together, ſhall in theſe perfect Ad. 
ings perfectly enjoy the moſt perfect Gop! when 
Gop alſo, who is Love itſelf, ſhall perfectly love 
me! and rejoice over me with Joy and Singing, az 
I ſhall rejoice in Him! How near is that molt 
bleſſed joyful Day ? It comes apace; even He that 
comes will come, and will not tarry: Though my 
Lok ſeem to delay his Coming, yet a little while 
and He will be here: What is a few hundred Years 
when they are over? How ſurely will his Sign ap- 
pear ? and how ſuddenly will He feize upon the 
careleſs World? Even as the Lightning that ſhines 
from Eaſt to Weſt in a Moment. He who is gone 
hence, will even ſo return : Methinks I hear the 
Voice of his Foregoers! Methinks I ſee Him in the 
Clouds, with the Attendance of his Angels in Ma- 
jeſty and Glory ! O poor ſecure Sinners, what will 
you now do? where will you hide yourſelves ? or 
what ſhall cover you? Mountains are gone, the 
Earth and Heavens that were, are paſſed away, the 
devouring Fire hath conſumed all, except your- 
ſelves, who muſt be the Fuel for ever : O that you 
could conſume as ſoon as the Earth, and melt away 
as did the Heavens! Ah, theſe Wiſhes are now 
but vain; the Lamb Himſelf would have been your 
Friend, He would have loved you, and ruled you, 
and now have ſaved you; but you would not then, 
and now it is too late: Never cry, LorD, Los: 
Joo late, too late, Man: Why doſt thou look a. 
bout? can any ſave; thee? Whither doſt thou run! 
can any hide thee? O Wretch, that haſt brought 
thyſelf to this! Now bleſſed are ye that * 1 
ey 
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lieved and obeyed ; this is the End of your Faith 
and Patience; this is that for which ye prayed and 
waited : Do you now repent your Sufferings and 
Sorrows ? your Self-denying and holy Walking ? 
Are your Tears of Repentance now bitter or ſweet ? 
O fee how the Judge doth ſmile upon you! there 
is Love in his Looks; the Titles of Redeemer, 
Huſband, Head, are written in his amiable Face: 
Hark, doth He not call you ? He bids you ſtand 
here on his Right Hand; fear not, for there He 
ſets his Sheep: O joyful Sentence pronounced b 


bis Mouth! Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 


the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundations of 


the World ! See how your Saviour takes you by the 
Hand; the Door is open; the Kingdom is his, and 
therefore yours: There is your Place before his 
Throne : The Father receiveth you as the Spouſe 
of his Son, He bids you Welcome to the Crown of 
Glory; never ſo unworthy, crowned you mult be: 
This was the Project of free redeeming Grace, the 
Purpoſe of eternal Love. O bleſſed Grace! O 
bleſſed Love! O the Frame that my Soul ſhall then 
be in! But I cannot expreſs it.! I cannot conceive 
it; 


Ta1s is that Joy which was procured by Sor- 
row; this is that Crown which was procured by the 
Croſs: My Lorp did weep, that now my Tears 
might be wiped away; He did bleed, that I might 
now rejoice; He was forſaken, that I might not 
now be forſaken ; He did then die, that I might 
now live, This weeping, wounded Lon, ſhall 
[ behold; this bleeding Saviour ſhall I ſee, and live 
in Him that died for me: O free Mercy, that can 
exalt ſo vile a Wretch! free to me, 2 dear to 
Chriſt! Here muſt I live with all theſe Saints! O 
comfortable Meeting of my old Acquaintance, with 
whom I prayed, and wept, and ſuffered; 2 
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whom 1 ſpake of this Day and Place! I ſee the 
Grave could not contain you, the' Sea and Earth 
muſt give up their Dead ; the ſame Love hath re- 
deemed and ſaved you alſo: "This is not Jike our 
Cottages of Clay, our Priſons, or earthly Dwel- 
lings: This Voice of Joy is not like our old Com- 
plainings, our Groans, our. Sighs, our impatient 
Aloans; nor this melodious Praiſe like our Scorns 
and Revilings, nor like the Oaths and Curſes which 
we heard on Earth : This Body is not like the Bo- 
dy we had, nor this Soul like the Soul we bad, nor 
this Life like the Life that then we lived ; we have 
changed our Place, we have changed our State, our 
Cloths, our Thoughts, our Looks, our Language; 
we have changed our Company for the greater Part, 
and the reſt of our Company is changed itſe}f: he- 
fore we were weak and defpiſed, but nov! how glv- 
rious! Where are now our different Judgments, 
our divided Spirits? Now we are all of one Jucz- 
ment, of one Name, of one Heart, of one Houſe, 
and of one Glory. O ſweet Reconcilement 0 
happy Union! which makes us firſt to be one with 
Chri/t, and then one with ourſelves! Now out 
Differences ſhall be daſhed in our Teeth no more, 
nor the Goſpel reproached through our Folly. 0 
my Soul, thou fhalt no more lament the Suffering 
of the Saints; never more condole the Church 
Ruins; never bewail thy ſuffering Friends, nor lie 
wailing over their Death-Beds, or their Graves: 
Thou ſhalt never ſuffer thy old Temptations from 
Satan, the World, or thy own Fleth; thy Body 
will no more be fuch a Burden to thee ; thy Pains 
and Sickneſſes are all now cured; thou ſhalt be 
troubled with Weakneſs and Wearineſs no more; 
thy Head is not now an aching Head, nor thy Heat 
now an aching Heart; thy — and Thirſt, and 


Cold and Sleep, thy Labour and Study are all gone. 


O what a mighty Change is this !. from the * 
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hill to the Throne! from a Body as vile as the Car- 
rion in the Ditch, to a. Body as bright as the Sun 
in the Firmament! from all my Doubts and Fears, 
to this Poſſeſſion which hath put me out of Doubt! 
from all my fearful Thoughts of Death, to this 
moſt bleſſed joyful Life! O what a Change is this! 
Farewell Sin and Suffering for ever: Now welcome 
moſt haly, heavenly Nature ; . which as it muſt be 
employed in behalding the Face of Gop, fo is 
it full of GoD alone, and delighted in nothing but 
Him, O who can queftion the Love which he 
doth ſo ſweetly taſte? or doubt of that which with 
ſuch Joy he feeleth ? Farewell Repentance, Con- 
fefſion and Supplication ; farewell Hope and Faith; 
and welcome Love, and Joy, and Praiſe. I ſhall 
now have my Harveſt without Plowing or Sowingz 
my Wine without the Labour of the Vintage ; my 
Joy without a Preacher or a Promiſe, even all from 
the Face of God Himſelf. Whatever Mixture is 
in the Streams, there is nothing but pure Joy in 
the Fountain, Here ſhall I be incireled with Eter- 
nity, and come forth no more: Here ſhall I live, 
and ever live; and praiſe my LoRD, and ever, ever 
praife Him. My Face will not wrinkle, nor my 
Hair be grey; but this Mortal bath put an Immerta- 
lity, and this Corruptible Incorruption, and Death is 
ſwallowed up in Liclery : O Death, where is thy 
King ! O Grave, ' where is thy Fifory! The Date 
of my Leaſe will-no more expire, nor ſhall I loſe 
1 foo through Fear of loſing them. When 

lillions of Ages are paſt, my Glory is but begin- 
ning; and when Millions more are paſt, it is no 
nearer ending. Every Day is all Noontide, and 
every Month is May or Harveſt, and every Year 
is there a Jubilee, and every Age is full Manhood; 
and all this but one Eternity. O bleſſed Eternity 
dies of my Glory! the Perfection of my Pers 
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An drowſy, earthy, blockiſh Heart, how cold! 
doſt thou think of this reviving Day? Doſt tho 
leep when thou thinkeſt of eternal Reſt? Art thou 
hanging Earth-ward, when Heaven is before thee? 
Hadſt thou rather fit thee down in Dung, than 
walk in the Court of the Preſence of Gop ? Doft 
thou now remember thy worldly Buſineſs? Ar 
thou thinking of thy Delights ? Wretched Heart, 
is it better to be. there, than above with Gop? i; 
the Company better? are the Pleaſures greater? 
Come away, make no Excuſe, make no Delay; 
Gop commands, and I command thee, come 2. 
wary gird up thy Loins; aſcend the Mount, and 
look about thee with Setiouſneſs and with Faith, 
Look thou not back upon the Way of the Wilder. 
neſs, except it be when thine Eyes are dazzled 
with the Glory, or when thou wouldſt compare 
the Kingdom with that howling Deſart, that thou 
mayſt more ſenſibly perceive the mighty Difference. 
Fix thine Eye upon the Sun itſelf, and look not 
down to Earth as long as thou art able to behold it; 
except it be to diſcern more eaſily the Brightne6 of 
the one, by the Darkneſs of the other. Yonder is 
thy Father's Glory; yonder muſt thou dwell when 
thou leaveſt this Earth: yonder muſt thou remove, 
O my Soul, when thou departeſt from this Body; 
and when the Power of thy Lok hath raiſed it 
again, and joined thee to it, yonder muſt thou Jive 
with God for ever. There is the glorious Nu 
Feruſalem, the Gates of Pearl, the Poundation of 

earl, the Streets and Pavements of tranſparent Gu. 
Seeſt thou that Sun which lighteth all the World! 
Why, it muſt be taken down as uſeleſs there, of 
the Glory of Heaven will darken it, and put it out; 
even thyſelf ſhall be. as bright as yonder ſhining 
Sun; Gop will be the Sun, and Chriſt the Ligh, 
and in his Ligh: ſhalt thou have Light. 
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O wazeTCHeD Heart, hath God made thee a 
Promiſe of Reſt, and wilt thou come ſhort of it, 
and ſhut gut thy ſelf ou Unbelief! Thine Eyes 
may fail thee, "hy Ears deceive thee, and all thy 
Senſes prove Deluſions, ſooner than a Promiſe of 
Gop can delude thee. Thou mayft be ſurer of 
that which is written in the Word, than if thou ſee 
it with thy Eyes, or feel it with thy Hands. Art 
thou ſure thou liveſt? or ſure that this is the Earth 
which thou ſtandeſt on? Art thou ſure thine Eyes 
ſee the Sun? As ſure is all this Glory to the Saints, 
35 ſure ſhall I be higher than yonder Stars, and live 
for ever in the holy City, and joyfully ſound forth 
the Praiſe of my Redeemer, if I be not ſhut out by 
this evil Heart of Unbelief, canſing me to depart from 
the Living Gon. 


AND is this Reſt fo ſweet, and fo fure! O then, 
what means the careleſs World ! Do they kno 
what it is they ſo negle ! Did they ever hear of 
it! 2 « aſleep ! Do they know for cer- 
tain that the Ct rown is before them, while they 
thus fit ſtill, or follow Trifles, when they are 
haſting ſo faſt to another World, and their eternal 
Happineſs lies at Stake ? Were there left one Spark 
of Reaſon, they would never ſell their Reſt for 
Toil, their Glory for worldly Vanities. Ah, poor 
Men! That you would once conſider what you 
hazard, and hen you would ſcorn theſe temptin 
Baits, O bleſſed for ever be that Love, that hath 
reſcued me from this mad bewitching Darkneſs ! 


Daa nearer yet, O my Soul; bring forth thy 
rongeſt Love; here is Matter for it to work up- 
ſee what Beauty preſents itſelf : Is it not 
Indio lovely ! Is not all the Beauty in the 
World 2 4 here? Is not all other Beauty 
Deformity to it ! Doſt thou need to be nerſuaded 
Vox. VII. Mm now 
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now to Love Here is a Feaſt, for thine Eyes: A 


Feat for all the Powers of thy Soul: Doſt thou. 


need to be entreated. to feed upon it ? Canft thou 
love-a little ſhining Earth? Canft thou love a 
walking Piece of ? And canſt thou not love 
that Gos, that Chi, that Glory, which is ſo 
truly and ummeaſurably lovely! canſt love 
thy Friend becauſe he loves thee: And is the 
Love of Friends like the Love of Chriff ? Their 
weeping or bleeding for thee, doth not caſe thee 
ſtay the Courſe of thy Tears or Blood: But 
Fears and Blood that fell from thy Loxo, 
e all a ten healing Virtue, and are Wa- 
of Life, and Balſam to thy fainting Sores, 
my Soul! if Love deferve, and ſhould procure 
ve, what incomprehenſible Love is here before 


nor 
the 


And all is too little, O that it were more Let Him 
be firſt ſerved, that ferved thee firſt: Let Him have 


the Strength of thy Love, who parted with Strength 


and Life m Love to thee : If thou haſt any to ſpare 
when He hath his Part, let it be imparted then to 
Standers by. See what a Sea of Love is here be- 
fore thee; caft thyſelf in this Ocean of his Love: 
Fear not though it feem a. Furnace of Fire, and the 
hotteſt that was ever kindled upon Earth, yet it 
is the Fire of Love and not of Wrath; a Fire moſt 
effectual to extinguiſh Fire; never intended to con- 
ſume, but to glorify thee: Venture into it then 
in thy believing Meditations, and walk in' theſe 
Flames with the Son of Gop ; when thou art once 


in, thou wilt be ſorry to come forth again. 0 


my Soul! what, wanteſt thou here to provoke thy 

Love? 'Doft thou love for Excdlency.? Why 

thou ſeeſt nothing below but Baſeneſs, except a 

they relate to thy Enjoyments above. Yonder i 

the Goſhen, the ion of Light; this is a Land 

of palpable Darknets. Yonder Stars, that ſhining 
= 5 | 2 


Moon, 


LY 


thee ! Pour out all the Store of thy Affections here: 
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Moon, the radiant Sun, are all but as the Lant- 


horns hanged out at thy Father's Houſe to light 
thee while thou walkeſt in the dark Streets of the 
Earth: But little doſt thou know the Glory that 
is within! Doſt thou love for Suitableneſs ? oy 
what Perſon more ſuitable than Chr! His G 
head, his Manhood, His Fulneſs, his Freengfs, his 
Willingneſs, his Conſtancy z do all proclaim Him 
thy moſt ſuitable Friend. What State more ſuitable 
to thy Miſery, than that of Mercy? Or to thy 
Sinfulneſs and Baſeneſs, than that of Honour and 
Perfeftion ? What Place more ſuitab!e to thee than 
Heaven? Thou haſt had a ſufficient Trial of this 
World: Doſt thou find it agree with thy Nature 
or Deſires? Are theſe common Abominations, theſe 
heavy Sufferings, thefe unſatisfying Vanities ſuit- 
able to thee? Or doſt thou love for Intereſt and 
near Relation! Where haſt thou better Intereſt 
than in Heaven or where haſt thou nearer Relation 
than there! Doſt thou love for Acquaintance and 
Familiatity ? Why though thine Eyes have never 
ſeen thy Lonxp, yet He is never the further from 
thee. If thy Son were blind, yet he would love 
thee his Father, though he never faw thee. Thou 
haſt heard the Voice of Chriſt to thy very Heart, 
thon haft received his Benefits: Thou haſt lived 
in his Boſom, and art thou not yet acquainted 
with Him! It is He that brought thee 8 
and ſafely into the World: It is Ne that nurſ 
thee in thy render Infancy, and helped thee when 
thou coufdſt not help thyſelf: He taught thee to 
to, to ſpeak, to read, to underſtand : He taught thee 
to know thyſelf and Him: He opened thee that 
brſt Window whereby thou ſaweſt into Heaven : 
Haft thou forgotten ſince thy Heart was careleſs, 
and He did quicken it, and make it yield]! When 
it was at Peace, and He did trouble it! And broken, 
ill He did heal it again? Halt thou forgotten the 
WIT Mm 2 | Time, 


424 The Saints Everlaſting Reſt. 


Time, nay the many Times when He found thee 

in ſecret all in Tears; when He heard thy fighs 
and Groans, and left all to come and comfort 

"thee! When He came in upon thee, and took thee 
up, as it were in bis Arms, and aſked thee, poor 
Soul, what aileth thee! Doſt thou weep, when ! 

have wept ſo much! Be of good Chear: Thy 
Wounds are faving, and not deadly. It is I that 

have made them who mean thee no Hurt: Th 
J let out thy Blood, I will not let out thy Life. 


_ MzTHrixx3 I remember his Voice, and 
feel thoſe Arms that took me up: How gently di 
He handle me! Low carefully did He dreſs my 
Wounds and bind them up! Methinks I hear Him 
ſtill ſaying, though thou haſt dealt unkindly with 
Me, yet will not I do fo by thee; though thou 
haft ſet Light by Me and all my Mercies ; yet 
both I and all arc thine ; what wouldſt thou have, 
that I cannot give thee ! and what doſt thou want 
that I cannot give thee ! If any Thing in Heaven 
and Earth will make thee happy, it is all thine 
own: Wouldſt thou have Pardon] thou ſhalt have 
it, I freely forgive thee all the Debt: Wouldſt 
Shou have Grace and Peace! thou ſhalt have them 
both : Wouldſt thou have Myſelf! behold I am 
thine, thy Friend, thy Loxp, thy Huſband, and 
thy Head: Wouldſt thou have the Father! I wil 
bring thee to Him: And thou ſhalt have Him in 
and by Me.——Theſe were my Lord's reviving 
Words: Theſe were the melting, healing, quick. 
ning Paſſages of Love. After all this, when | 
was doubtful of his Love: Methinks . 
member his eonvincing Arguments. — Have | 
done fo much to teſtify my Love, and yet dolt 
thou doubt! Have I made thy believing it the 
Condition of enjoying it, and yet doſt thou doubt! 
Have I offered thee 


felf ſo and yet doſt 
yfelf ſo long, . 
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thou. queſtion: my: Willingneſs to be thine ! bar 
could ] have done more than I have done!” Af 
what dearer Rate ſhould I tell thee that I love 
thee! Read the Story of my bitter Paton, wilt 
thou not believe thar it from Love | Did 
[ ever give thee Cauſe to be ſo jealous of Me ! of 
to think fo hardy of Me, as thon doſt! Have I 
made myſelf in the Goſpel a Lion to thine Ene- 

ies, and a Lamb to thee: And doſt thou ſo over- 


open to ther, 

they ate ſhut f If I had been 
willing to let thee periſh, I' oould have done it at 
2 cheaper Nate: What need I then have done and 
ſuffered ſo much | What need I follow thee with ſo 
long Patience, and ing! What doſt thou 
tell me of thy Wants! Have L not enough for Me 
and thee! and why doſt thou tell Me of thy Un- 
worthineſs, and thy Sin? I had not died, if Man 
had not ſinned : If thou wert not a Sinner, thou 
wert not for Me; if thou wert worthy thyſelf, 
what ſhouldſt thou do with my Worthineſs } Did 
Lever invite the Worthy and the Righteous ! or 
did I ever fave or juſtify ſuch or is there 
ſuch on Earth ! Haſt thou Nothing ! art thou 

and miſerable! art thou helpleſs and forlorn ! dbſt 
thou believe that J am a ſufficient Saviour | and 
wouldſt thou have Me | Why them take Me, Lo, I 
am thine; if thou be willing, I am willing, and 
neither Sin nor Devils ſhall break the Match. 


Taexse; O theſe were the bleſſed Words, which 
his Spirit from his Goſpelſpoke unto me, till He made 
me caſt-myfelf at his Feet, yea into his Arms, and 
cy out, „My Saviour and my Lox p, Thou haft 
broke my Heart, Thou: haſt revived my Heart, 
Thou haſt overcome, Thou haſt won my Heart, 
uke it, it is Thine: If ſuch a Heart: can pleaſe: 
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Thee, take it; if it cannot, make it as Thon 
wouldſt have it.” . e N t 
Tus, O my Soul, mayſt thou remember the 
ſweet Familiarity thou haſt had with Chri/t; there. 
ü—E—ũä— — niece Affection, O then 
— unto Him; it is He that hath flood 
by thy Bed of Sickneſs, that hath cooled thy Heats, 
and eaſed thy Pains, and refreſhed thy Wearineß, 
and thy Fears; He hath been always rea 
dy, when thou ſought Him; He hath 
ven thee the Meeting in publick and in private; 
hath been found of thee. in the Congregation, 
in thy Houſe, in thy Chamber, in the Field, in 
the Way as thou. waſt walking, in thy waking 
Nights, in thy deepeft Dangers. If Bounty and 
be an Attractive of Love, how unmea- 
ſurably then am I bound to love Him? All the Mer- 
cies that have filled up my Life, tell-me this ; all 
the Places thatever I did abide in, every Condition 
of Life: that I have paſſed through, all my Employ- 
ments, and all my Relations, every Change that 
hath befallen me, all tell me, that the Fountain is 


Lonp, what a Sum of Love am I indebted to 
Thee, and how doth myDebt continually increaſe! 
How. ſhould I love again for ſo much Love] But 
what! ſhall I dare to think of making Thee Re⸗ 

vital, or of recompenſing all thy Love with mine 
Win my Mite requite Thee ſos thy golden Mines! 
or mine, which is nothing, or not mine, for Thine 
which is infinite and Thine-own ?. Shall I dare to 
contend in Love with Thee ? or ſet my - borrowed 
Spark, againſt the Sun of Love? Can I love # 
high, as deep, as broad, as. Jong as Love itſelf; 2 
much as He that made me, and that made me live, 
that gave me all that little which I have? —_ 
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ou the Fire, the Fuel, and all were His: As 
I cannot match Thee in the Works of thy Power, 
nor make, nor preſerve, nor guide the World; 
ſo why ſhould I think an more of matching Thee 
in Love: No, Lox, I yield, I am overcome; 
O blefſed Conqueſt ! Go on victoriouſly, and ſtill 
ail, and triumph in thy Love ; the Captive of 
2 ſhall proclaim thy Victory, when Thou 
leadeſt me in Triumph from Earth to Heaven, 
from Death to Life, from the Tribunal to the 
2 , and all that ſee it, ſhall acknow- 
ou haſt prevailed, and all ſhall fay, 
4 bow He loved him Vet let me love 
Ther, in Subjection to thy Love, as thy redeem- 
ed Captive, cho cannot reath thy Meaſure. 


O, * begin it * be teck es Lore 
now, that thou mayſt be well Vith Love there z 
Keep thyſelf now in the Love of GoD, and let nei- 
ther Lite nor Death, nor any Thing ſeparate. thee 
from it, and thou thalt be kept in the: Fulneſs of 
Love for ever; for the Lon bath prepared a 

City of Love, a Place for the communicating of 
Love to his Choſen, and thoſe that love his Name 
ſhall dwell there. 


Aar d O my 3 from this 
Work#'s uncomfortable 'Darkneſs | The Night of 
thy I and Miſery is , the Day of 
att. 

the 

Pro- 


glorious Light is at Hand; this is the Day · bre 
betwixt them both: Though thou ſee not yet 
dun itſelſ a „ methinks the Twilight of 
wiſe ſhould revive thee Come forth then, 
* theſe earthly Cells, and hear th —— 

$ thee and again hou 
lain here — — n Prifon of 
where Satan deen thy Jailor, where 
. deen thy Irons, and Fears thy Scourge, 


o th 


— 
at 
haſt 
leſh, 
ares 
and. 
the 
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the Bread and Water of Aſflichen thy Food; 
where Sorrows: liave been thy — — 
nal, hard, unbelieying Heart the 
Bats: that have — thee in, — wil 
ſcarce have Leave to look thro' the Lattices, and 
ſee one Glimpſe of the immortal Light: Th 
Angel of the Covenant now calls thee, and. ſtrikes 
— bids. thee ariſe and follow Him: Up, 
37 and + and- thy Bolts 
ſhall all fly open; do — 20 
her obey ; follow the Lamb which Way ever He 
leads thee : Art thou afraid, becauſe thou knoweſt 
not whither ? Can the Place be warſe than where 
thou art? Shouldft thou fear to follow ſuch 2 
Guide? Can the Sun lead thee to à State of 
Darkneſs? Or can He miſlead thee that 7s te 
Light that: lighteb every Man that cometh inte th 
Nord? Will He lead thee to Death, who died 
ta ſave thee from it? Or can He do thee any 
Hurt, who for thy Sake did ſuffer fo much? Fal- 
low Him, and He will ſhew thee the Paradiſe of 
Gon, He w —— ght of: the New Je- 
le He ive thee a Taſte of the Tree of 
Liſe: Th Winter is _ and wilt thou houſe 
thyſelf ſtill in ear and Bal — and conſine thy- 
ſelf to Drooping 


Con forth, 0 y a ee and lay 
aſide thy Winter — let it be ſeen 


in tby believing Joys and that the Day is 
5 and the Spring is come; and as now 

thy — green, thou ſhalt ſhorty 
ſee them — and ripe for Harveſt; and then 
thow who art now called forth to ſce and taite, 
ſhalt be called ſorth to reap, and gather, and take 
Poſſeſſion. Shall! I ſuſpend and delay my Jo!s 
till then? Shoula not the Joys of the Spring go 


„ of Harveſt? Is the Heir in no bet 
ter 
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* 
ter a State than the Slave? — Lord hath taugh 
me to rejoice in the Hope of his Glory, — — 
ſee it thro' the Bars of Priſon, and even when 
] am perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake, when I am 
reviled, and — of Evil ſaid againft me for 
his Sake, then He hath commanded me to rejoice 
and be exceeding glad, becauſe of this my great Re- 
ward in Heaven, How juſtly is an unbelieving 


Cares and Fears, when itſelf doth create them, 
and thruſt awa e 
it is the Pleature of my bounteous Lond, that 
none of his Family ould want Comfort, nor live 
ſuch a poor and miſerable Life, nor look with 
ſuch a famiſhed dejected Face. I know He would 
have my Joys exceed my Sorrows; and as much 
a He Jeſights i in the Humble and Contrite, yet 
doth He more delight in the Soul as it deli —— 
in Him. Hath my Lozp ſpread me a T 
this Wilderneſs, — furniſhed it with Promiſes 
of everlaſting Glory, and ſet before me Angels 
Food, and broach'd for me the Side of his beloved 
Son, that I might have a better Wine than the 
Blood of the Grape? Doth He ſo importunately 
invite me to fit down, and draw forth my Faith, 
and feed, and ſpare not? Nay, hath He furniſhed 
me to 28 with Reaſon, and Faith, and a 
Beco ſpoſition? And is it poſible that 
— — unwilling I 5 Never 
think it, O my — Soul nor dare to 
charge Him with th uncomfortable Heavineſs, 
who offereth thee the Foretaſte of the higheſt De- 
light that Heaven can and Gon _ 2 
ſtow. Doth He not bid thee delight thyſelf — 4 


Lonp? and promiſe to give thee rhe 

#y Heart / Hath He not charged” thee to rejoice 
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Away you Cares and Fears] Away you ini. 
portunate Sorrows | Stay here below, whilft I g 
up and ſee my Reſt. Way is ſtrange to me, 
but net to Chi. There was the eternal Del. 
ling of his glorious Deity : And thither bath He 
alſo brought his-glorified Fleſh. It was his Work 
to purchaſe it; it is his Work to prepare it, 2nd 
to prepare me for it, and to bring me to it. The 
—_ Gop of Truth hath given me his Promiſe, 
his Seal, and his Oath to aſſure me, that believizy 
in (Chriſt. I all not periſh, but have everleftin 
Life : Thither ſhall my Soul be ſpeedily removed, 
and my Body ſhortly follow. And can my Tongue 
fay, that I ſhall ſhortly and ſurely live with Goo, 
and yet my Heart not leap within me? Cin! 
fay it believingly, and not rejoicingly ? Ah Faith, 
— do I 2 ad thy Weakneſs 7 Ah Unbelief! 
if I had never known it before, how ſenſibly do] 
now perceive thy malicious Tyranny ? But wen 
it not for thee, what-Abundance might I have! 
The Light of Heaven would- ſhine into my Heart, 
and 1 might be as familiar there as I am cf 


Cote away. my Soul then, ſtand not Jooking 
on that Grave, _—_— thoſe Bones, nor read- 
ing thy Leſſon in the Duſt : Thoſe Lines wil 
ſoon be wiped out : Bur lift up-thy Head and look 
to. Heaven, and read thy Inſtructions in thoſe fu 
ed Stars: Or yet look higher than thoſe Eyes cat 
ſee, into that Foundation which ſtandeth furt, 
and ſee thy Name written in the Book of Lift 


What if an Angel ſhould come from Heaven and 
tell thee, that there is a Manſion prepared*ſo! 
thee; that-it ſhall certainly be thine own, and 


thou ſhalt:poſſeſs it for dver; would not ſueh i 
Meſſage: make thee glad? And doſt thou malt 


light of the infallible Word of Promiſes 9 
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were delivered by the Spirit, and by the Son Him- 
(elf ? +41. * 


WHAT Delight have I found in my private 
Studies, eſpecially when they have proſpered to 
the Increaſe of Knowledge] Methinks I could 
tid the World Farewell, and immure myſelf 
among my Books, and look forth no more (were 
it 2 lawful Courſe) but ſhut the Doors upon me, 
and among thoſe divine Souls N in, 
ſweet Content, and pity the Rich and Great Ones 
that know not this Happineſs. Sure then it is 
high Delight indeed, which in the Lap of Eter · 
nity is enjoyed 1 


Ir the Queen of Sheba came from Ethiepia' to 
hear the Wiſdom of Salomon, and fee his Glory; 
O how gladly ſhould I paſs from Earth to Heaven, 
ts ſee the Glory of that eternal Majeſty ;. and to 
attain myſelf that Height of Wiſdom, in Compa- 
riſon of which the moſt Tearned on Earth are but 
Fools and Idiots ! IF the Heaven of Glaſs which 
the Perſian Emperor framed, were fo glorious a 
Piece, and the Heaven of Silver which the Em- 
peror Ferdinand ſent to the great Turk, becauſe 


ing Nef their rare artificial Repreſentations and Mo- 
ad. Nrions, what will the Heaven of Heavens be, which 
vi not formed by the Art of Man, nor beautified 
nike theſe. childiſh Toys, but is the matclileſs Pa- 
fu. Nace of the Great King, built by Himſelf for the 
em Welidence of his Glory, and the perpetual Enter- 
— unment of his beloved Saints ! gs 
1 1 caxnyor here enjoy my Parents, or my be- 
"Tot oved Friends without ſome Delight; what will it 
and den be to Jive in the perpetual Love of Gop! 
— or Brethren here to live together in Unity, how 


od and pleaſant a Thing is it? To ſee 2 
Wer en live 
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live in Love z Huſbands, Wives, Parents, Chil. 
dren, Servants, doing all in Love to one another! 
then, what a bleſſed Society will be the Family 
of Heaven, and thoſe peaceable Inhabitants of the 
New TFeruſalem ? Where is no Diviſion, nor Diſ- 
affection, nor Strangeneſs, nor deceitful Friend. 
ſhip ; never an rene never an 
unkind E on, but all one in Cbriſt, who i; 
one with the Father, and live in the Love of Love 
Himſelf ? *. 


AwaAKE then, O my drowſy Soul, and lock 
above this World of Sorrow ! Haſt thou borne the 
Yoke of Afflictions from thy Youth, and ſo long 
felt the ſmarting Rod, and yet canſt no better un- 
derſtand its Meaning? Is not every Stroke to drive 
thee hence? And is not the Voice like that to 
Elijah, I bat deſt thou here? Up and auch. 
Doſt thou forget that ſure Prediction of the Lon, 
In the Warld ye Hall have Trouble, but in Me 9. 
ſhall have Peace * The firſt thou haſt found true 
by long Experience; and of the latter thou haſ 
had a ſmall Foretafte ; but the perfect Peace 1s 
yet before, which till it be enjoyed cannot be 
clearly underſtood. 


An my Lon, I feel thy Meaning; it is writ 
ten in my Fleſh; it is engraven in my Bones: 
My Heart thou aimeſt at; thy Rod doth drive, 
thy filken Cord of Love doth draw ; and all to 
bring it to thyſelf: Can ſuch a Heart be wort 
th 3 ake it ſo, Lorp, and then it i 
Thine : ake it to Thyſelf, and then take me. | 
can but reach it toward thee, and not unto thee: 
I am too low; and it is too dull: This Clod bath 
Life to ſtir, but not to riſe : As the feeble Child 
to the tender Mother, it looketh up to Thee, and 

ſtretcheth out the Hands, and fain ous on 
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Thee take it up. Indeed, Loxp, my Soul is in 
x a Strait, and what to chufe I know not, but 
| Thou knoweſt what to give: To depart, and be 
y with Thee, is beſt, but yet to be in the Fleſh 
e ſeems needful. Thou knoweſt I am not weary of 
- thy Work; I am Rug to ſtay while thou wilt 
|- here employ me, and to diſpatch the Work which 
n Thou haſt put in my Hands: But I beſeech Thee 
is W ſtay no longer when this is done; and while I 
re muſt be here, let me be ſtill amending and aſ- 
cending; make me ſtill better, and take me at 
the bel. I dare not be ſo impatient of living, as 
to importune Thee to cut off my Time, and urge 
Thee to ſnatch me hence: Nor yet would I ſtay 
when my Work is done; and remain under thy 
Feet, while they are in thy Boſom: I am o 
Child as well as they; Chrift is my Head as we 
as theirs ; why is there then ſo great a Diſtance ? 
I acknowledge the Equity of thy Ways; though 
we are all Children, yet I am the Prodigal, and 
therefore meeter in this remote Country to feed 
on Huſks, while they are always with Thee, and 
poſſeſs thy Glory : But they were once in my 
Condition, and I ſhall ſhortly be in theirs : They 
were of the loweſt Form, before they came to 
the higheſt; they ſuffered before they reigned ; 
they came out of great Tribulation, who now are 
ſtanding before thy Throne: And ſhall not I be 
content to come to the Crown as they did ? and 
to drink of their Cup before I fit with them in the 
Kingdom? I am contented, O my Lox, to 
ſtay thy Time, and go thy Way, fo Thou wilt 
exalt me alſo in thy Seaſon, and take me into thy 
Barn when thou ſeeſt me ripe. In the mean Time 
| may defire, tho? 1 am not to repine; I may be- 
eve and wiſh, though not make ſinful Haſte ; I 
am content to wait, but not to loſe Thee: And 
when Thou ſeeſt me too contented with thine 
Vol. XXXVII. Nn Abſence, 


Ka- NA FAS A 78 & * 


FZ Lea SAA 2 


434 The Saints: Everlaſting Reſt. 


Abſence, quicken, then my dull Deſires, and blow 
up the dying Spark of Love; and. leave me not 
till L am able unſei to cry out, As the Hart 
panteth after the Brooks,. and the dry Land thir/teth 
for Water Streams, fo thirfleth my: Saul after Thee, 
Gon: Men ſhall. I came and before: the 
Eiving Gon? What Intereſt hath this empty 
World in me? And what. is there in it. that may 
ſeem: ſo. lovely, as to entice my Deſires and De- 
light in. Thee, or to make me loth to come away! 
Draw forth my Soul to Thyſelf by the ſecret 
Power. of thy Love, as the Sun-ſhine in the Spring 
draws forth the Creatures from their Winter Cells; 
meet it half-way, and-entice. it to Thee, as the 
Loadſtone doth the Iron: Diſpel the Clouds that 
hide from me thy Love, or remove the Scales 
that binder mine Eyes from beholding T hee : For 
only the Beams that ſtream from thy Face, and 
the Taſte of thy Salvation can make a Soul un- 
5 244 ſay, Lond, now. let thy Servant depart 
2 7 edAce, e , 


' SEND forth thy Convoy of Angels for my de- 
parting Soul, and let them bring it among the 
perfect Spirits of the Juſt, and let me follow my 
dear Friends that have died in Chriſt before ; and 
when my Friends are crying over my Grave, let 
my. Spirit be repoſed with Thee in Reſt, and 
when my Corpſe ſhall lie there rotting in the 
Dark, let my Soul be in the Inheritance of the 

Saints in Light: And O Thou that numbereſt the 
: Hairs of my Head, number all the Days that my 
Body lies in the Duſt ; Thou that writeſt all my, 
Members in thy Book, keep an Account of all my 
ſcattered Bones; and haſten, O my Saviour, tbe 
Time of thy Return; ſend forth thine Angels, and 
let that dreadful, joyful Trumpet ſound ; delay not, 


leſt the Living give up their Hopes; delay * 


—— 
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leſt Earth ſhould grow like Hell, and leſt thy 
Church by Diviſion be crumbled to Duſt ; delay 
not, leſt thine Enemies Advantage of thy 
Flock, and leſt Pride and Hypocriſy, and Senſua- 
lity, and Unbelief ſhould prevail againſt thy little 
Remnant, and ſhare among them thy whole In- 
heritance, and when Thou comeſt u find not 
Faith on the Earth. Delay not, leſt the Grave 
ſhould boaſt of Victory, and refuſe to deliver Thee 
up thy Due: O haſten that great Reſurrection 
Day! when thy Command ſhall go forth, and 
none ſhall diſobey ; when the Sea and Earth ſhall 
yield up their Hoſtages, and all that ſleep in the 
Grave mall awake, and the dead in Chri/? ſhall 
firſt ariſe ; when the Seed that thou ſoweſt cor- 
Tuptible, ſhall come forth incorruptible ; and 
Graves that received but Rottenneſs, and retained 
dur Duſt, ſhall return Thee glorious Stars and 
Suns : Therefore dare 1 lay down my Carcaſs in 
the Duft, entruſting it, not to a Grave but to 


Thee, and therefore my Fleſh ſhall reſt in Hope, 


*till Thou raiſe it to the Everlaſting Reft. Return, 
U Lon, how long? O let thy Kingdom come 
Thy deſolate Bride faith Come ; far thy Spirit with - 
in her faith Come, who teacheth her thus to pray 
with Groanings which cannot be exprefſed : The 
whale Creation ſaith, Came, waiting to be deli- 
vered from the of Corruption into the 
glorious Liberty of the Sons of Gop : Thyſelf 


hath ſaid, Surely 7 come; Amen, Eve fo comes 
Lond Jesvs. | 


— 
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The CON CLUSI ON. 

HUS, Reader, I have given thee my beſt 
. Advice for the attainining and maintaining 
an heavenly Converſation. The Manner is 
imperfect, and too much my oven; but for the 
main Matter I received it from Gop. From Him 
I deliver it thee, and his Charge I lay upon thee, 
that thou entertain and practiſe it. If thou canſt 
not do it fully, do it as thou canſt; only be ſure 
thou do it ſeriouſly and frequently. If thou wilt 
believe a Man that hath made ſome ſmall Trial 
of it, thou ſhalt find it will make thee. another 
Man, and elevate thy Soul, and clear thy Under- 
ſtanding, and leave a pleaſant. Savour upon thy 
Heart; ſo that thy own Experience will make 
thee confeſs, that one Hour thus ſpent will more 
effectually revive thee, than many in bare exter- 
nal Duties; and a Day in theſe Contemplations 
will afford thee truer beit. than all the Glory 
and Riches of the Earth. Be acquainted with this 
Work, and thou wilt be acquainted with God: 
Thy Joys will be ſpiritual and laſting; thou wilt 
ave Comfort in Life, and Comfort in Death: 
When thou haft neither Wealth nor Health, nor 
the Pleaſures of this World, yet wilt thou have 
Comfort : Comfort without the Preſence or Help 
of any Friend, without a Miniſter, without 2 
Book, when all Means are denied thee, or taken 
from thee, yet mayſt thou have vigorous, real 
Comfort. Thy Graces will be active, and vic- 


torious ; and the daily Joy which is thus ce 
from 
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from Heaven, will be thy $ : Thou wilt 
de as one that ſtandeth on the Top of an ex- 
ceeding high Mountain; he looks down on the 
World as If it were quite below him: How {mall 
do the Fields, and Woods, and Countries feem 
to him ? Cities and Towns ſeem but little Spots. 
Thus deſpicably wilt thou look on all Thi — 
below: greateſt Princes will ſeem but as 
Graſhoppers, and the , contentiaus, covetous 
batons but as Heaps of Ants. Mens 'Threat- 

will be no Terror to thee nor the Honours 


"of this World oy on Enticement ; Temptati- 
e eſs, as having loſt their Strength; 
and Afflictions leſs us, 1 having loſt their 


— Ar ercy will be better wn and 


"Reap, it is bade God) in thy own Choice 
now, whether thou wilt live this bleſſed Life or 
not; and whether all this Pains which I have taken 
for thee, ſhall proſper or be loſt. If it be l6ft thro” 
thy Lazineſs, (which Gop forbid) thou wilt prove | 
the greateſt Lofer thyſelf. 


OMan, what haft thou to mind, but Gop and 
Heaven? Art thou not almoſt out of this World 
already ? Doſt thou not look every Day, when one 
Diſeate or other will let out thy Soul? Joth not the 
Bier ſtand ready to carry thee to the Grave? and 
the Worms wait to feed upon thy Face and Heart? 
What if thy Pulſe muſt beat a few Strokes more ? 
And what if thou haft a few more Breaths to fetch, 
before thou breathe 4 laſt? And what if thou haſt 
a few more Nights to ſleep, before thou fleep in the 
Duſt? Alas, what will this be, when it is gone ? 
And is it not almoſt gone already ? Shortly thou 
wilt ſee thy Glaſs run out, and % thyſelf, My 
Life is ex { My Time is gone! There | is nothing, 

Nn 3 now, 


8 
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now, but Heaven or Hell: Where then ſhould thy 


make their Thoughts of Gop the Inlet of their Sot- 


Heart be now, but in Heaven? Didſt thou but 


know what a dreadful Thing it is to have a Doubt 
of Heaven, when a Man lies dying, it would rouze 
thee up. Lied 


O waar a Life might Men live, if they were 


but willing and diligent! Gop would have our 
Joys to be far more than our Sorrows; yea, He 


would have us to have no Sorrow, but what tend- 


eth to Joy; and no more than our Sins have made 


neceſſary for our Good. How, much do thoſe 
Chriſtians wrong Gop and themſelves, that either 


rows, or let theſe offered Joys lie by, as neglected 


or forgotten] Some there be that ſay, It is not 
worth ſo much Time and Trouble, to think of the 
Greatneſs of the Joys above. But as theſe Men 
obey not the Command of Gop, which requireth 


them to have their Affections on Things above; ſo 
do they wilfully make their own Lives miſerable, 
by refuſing the Delights that Gop hath ſet before 
them. And yet if this were all, it were a ſmaller 
Matter; if it were but Loſs of their Comforts, I 


would not ſay much: But ſee what Abundance of 
other Miſchiefs follow the Abſence of theſe heaven - 


Firſt, Ir will damp, if not deſtroy, our very 
Love to Gop: So deeply as we apprehend his 
exceeding Love to us, and his Purpoſe to make 
us eternally happy, ſo much will it raiſe our Love: 


Love to Gop, and delight in Him, are ſtill con- 
jun. They that conceive of Gob as one that 


deſireth their Blood and Damnation, cannot hezr- 
tily love Rm. 1 & $344 


: Secondly 
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 S+ondly, Ir will make us have rare and un- 
pleaſing Thoughts of Gop; for our Thoughts 
will follow our Love and Delight. Did we more 
delight in Gop than in any a, below, our 
Thoughts would as freely run after Him, as they 


now run from Him. 


Thirdly, AND. it will make Men have as rare 
and unpleaſing Speech of Gon: For who will 
care ſor talking of that which he hath no De- 
light in? What makes Men ſtill talking of World- 
lineſs or Wickedneſs, but that theſe are more 
pleaſant to them than Gon? | 


7 

1 

e 

by 
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i MW. Firth, Men will have no Delight in the Ser- 
t Wl vice of Gop, when they have no Delight in 
IC 

n 

h 
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(30D, nor any ſweet Thoughts of Heaven, which 

is the End of their Services. No Wonder if ſuch 

Chriſtians complain, that they are ſtill backward 

to Duty; that they have no Delight in Prayer, in 

dacraments, or in Scripture itſclt : If thou couldſt 

once delight in God, thou wouldſt eaſily delight 

er Tn Duty; eſpecially that which bringeth thee into 

1 WW the neareſt Converſe with Him; but till then, no 
of Wonder if thou be weary of all. „An 

Fifthly, Tuis Want of heavenly Delight will 

leave Men under the Power of every Affliction; 

r7 Whey will have nothing to comfort them, and eaſe 

is WM them in their Sufferings, but the empty, uneffec- 

ke WT tual, Pleaſures of the Fleſh ; and when that is 
e: bone, where then is their Delight? Ae 


Sixthly, IT will'make them fearful and unwilling 
to die: For who would go to a Gop, or a Place 
that he hath no Delight in? Or who would leave 


his Pleaſure here, except it were to go to benny 
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en take Delight in Gop whilſt th 
will not wremble ar the Tidings of 


is 
you let go all your ſinful Pleafures, and daily 
feek theſe hi iber De Delights! I pray thee, Reader, 
conſider of 15 and reſolve on the Work before 
thou goeſt further, Let thy Family perceive, let thy 
Neighbours perceive, let thy Conſcience perceive, 
yea, let Gop pexceive it, that thou art a Man 
— haſt thy Converſation in Heaven. . hath 
— to be thy daily Delight; thy Neglect 
is th thy Refuſal. Take Heed what thou doſt: Re- 
Fuſe this, and refuſe all: Thou muſt have hea- 
venly Delights, or none that are laſting. Gov is 
willing thou ſhouldſt daily walk with Him, and 
fetch in Conſolation from the everlaſting Foun- 
tain: If thou be unwilling, bear the Loſs; and 
when thou lieft dying then for Comfort where 
thou canſt. O how is the unſeen Gop neglected, 
and the unſeen Glory forgotten? and all for 
Want of that Faith which is the SubPeance of Things | 
hoped for, and the Evdenct of Things that are not 


ſeen. 


Bor for you whoſe Hearts Gov kia whdada 


from all Things tere below, TI hope you will fetch 
| one 
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ene Walk daily in the New Jeruſalem! Gon is 
your Love, and your Deſire; and I know you 
would fain be more acquainted with your Saviour, 
and I know it is your Grief that your Hearts are 
not more near Him; and that they do no more 
paſſionately love and delight in Him. As ever 
=_Y — enjoy your Deſires, try this Life of 
editation on your everlaſting Reſt. 


O Tuov, the; merciful Father of Spirits, 
the Attractive of Love, and Ocean of Delights, 
draw up theſe droſſy Hearts unto Thyſelf, and 
keep them there *till they are ſpiritualized and re- 
fined, and ſecond theſe thy Servant's weak Endea- 
vours, and perſuade thoſe that read theſe Lines, to 
the Practice of this delightful, heavenly Work. O 
ſuffer not the Soul of thy moſt unworthy Servant 
to be a Stranger to thoſe Joys which he unfoldeth 
to thy People, or to be ſeidom in that Way which 
he hath marked out to others; but O keep me 
while I tarry on this Earth, in daily ſerious Breath- 
ings after Thee, and in a believing, affectionate 

alking with Thee; and when Thou comeſt, O 
let me be found ſo doing, not hiding my Talent, 
nor ſerving. my Fleſh, nar yet aſleep, with my 
Lamp unfurniſhed, but waiting and longing for 
my Lord's Return: That thoſe who ſhall read 
theſe Directions, may not reap only the Fruit of 
my Studies, but the Breathings of my active Hope 
and Love: That if my Heart were open to their 
View, they might there read the ſame moſt deep- 
28 with a Beam from the Face of the 

n of Gop; and not find Vanity or Luſt, or 
Pride within, where the Words of Life appear 
without; that ſo theſe Lines may not witneſs 
againſt me; but proceeding from the Heart of the 

Vriter, may be effectual through thy Grace 14 
e 


442 The Saints Everlaſting Reft. 
the Heart of the Reader, and ſo be the Savour of 
Life to both. 


N „ „ Gov in the . On Earth 
Peace : 1 toward; 


End of the Thirty-ſeventh Vol vx. 
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